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Introduction

BORN IN BLOOD

Elite and secret societies have shaped history dimeebeginning of
civilization. From the time of the Crusades to theenty-first
century, a handful of families have controlled ttmurse of world events
and have built their own status and wealth throoghective efforts and
intermarriage.

The greatest elite society was that of the Knigfitsmplar.
Admission to the organization often required bregdand wealth that
were the privilege of a select few. Outside theecarlarger force was
needed both to fight wars and to maintain the degdion's far-flung
assets. These forces would grow to include an aenmavy, various real
estate (including agricultural properties), and anking empire.
Admission standards changed over time to the degmeessary to
maintain the needed personnel, but the elite caalways in control.

When the massive Templar organization was suddeutiawed by
the avarice of the French king, it did not die;simply moved under-
ground. The survival of the underground Templars ha&en touched
upon by several authors, but only recently has niordepth research
brought the Templars' survival to light.

The Templars survived militarily. By pledging theshses to various
powers, the military orders survived their opera@itby both state and
church and the mass executions and imprisonmenttheoffourteenth
century. The Knights of Christ, the Teutonic Knighthe Swiss Guard,
and the Scots Guard, as well as several small buegul military
orders, outlived those who persecuted them. Hyidrathe orders
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survived, prospered, and multiplied. Several areand well in the
new millennium.

The Templar organization survived and regroupednfmally. The
massive Templar, Incorporated that would bring lragnko its modern
form survived by moving to Switzerland, where a dfah of bankers
maintained and often controlled the massive wealththe European
elite. The Swiss cantons, often flying flags onligtgtly different from
the Templar flags, protected by the Alpine passesthe Swiss Guard,
took the role of the Templar preceptory. The néustatus and the
preservation of secrecy would attract the fundsEofrope from the
fourteenth century to the twenty-first.

The Templar ideal of commitment to learning, disgy and broth-
erhood greatly affected the world over the subseguenturies. For
example, neo-Templar organizations were respondiiMeadvances in
various sciences. Prince Henry, the grand masténeoKnights of Christ,
made advancements in the art of navigation andefiritie voyages of
discovery. And various members of the Royal Sociptggressed in
astronomy, in medical arts, and even in the tramation of metals, and
their accomplishments frequently became the fouodabdf modern sci-
ences. Until the early 1300s, learning and expertat®n were consid-
ered heretical and could easily place a scientistet the control of the
Inquisition. Later post-Templar organizations urstieod the value of
secrecy to avoid religious persecution for phildsoal and scientific dis-
cussion.

The Masonic brotherhood created in post-Templarti&ed was
largely responsible for influencing the Americanncepts of liberty,
freedom, due process, and democracy. The concepheof"military
lodge"—in which a non-permanent lodge traveled wabldiers—
brought to America by the fighting units of Europmuld further the
ideals and fight the war for independence. Se@etivoups such as
those meeting at Saint Andrews Lodge in Boston douktigate the
Boston Tea Party, and they spread like wildfireotighout the colonies.
The Caucus Club, the Loyall Nine, and the Sonsibeity would grow
into the Committees of Correspondence, the Cor@hé€ongress,
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and finally fighting militia units. Many were neassily organized in
secret. Many would preserve their secrecy by o&then in Masonic
fraternal lodges. The climax was when French foresdisted through
Masonic channels, arrived under the command of-fagking Masons
and Knights of Saint John and defeated the BrétisYiorktown.

The result was an elected American president whe waViason,
sworn in on the Bible of a Masonic lodge by thengranaster of New
York's Masons and a new form of government. Anothias the nation's
capitol, which was built by employing Masonic gedrite principles
and was dedicated in a strictly Masonic ceremonymete with high-
ranking government members in Masonic aprons.

But there was a downside.

Secret societies and the elite of mainstream soeietuld strive to
perpetuate themselves through any means possihie.higher ideals of
liberty and equality were compromised by the elitho remained in
control.

The breakup of the Templars was directly respoasfbt the dra-
matic rise in piracy that plagued Europe, Amerigad even the Indian
Ocean. The pirates themselves were organized iterfral brother-
hoods, they pledged themselves to the good of thepg they prom-
ised to share equally in the proceeds, and they déwaght under the
same battle flag that was flown by the Templar tiigh fleet. Stranger
still, the pirate bases—ports in Scotland, Irelandd America where
pirates could openly dock and sell their booty—wegmetected by
Masonic cells that extended to the courthousesapiol buildings.

Smuggling, too, grew as a worldwide enterprise tesits illegal-
ity. Ports from Salem and Newport to the Caribbeand Bermuda,
which harbored and facilitated the trade of piratesd no qualms about
aiding and abetting smugglers. For the same reasbas Masonic
organizations grew into labor and artisan guildst tiprotected the
livelihood of their members, individuals in the gggling business
needed to be considered trustworthy. In Bermudagrevtpossibly two
thirds of the eighteenth-century trade was illegedding partners had
to maintain secrecy. The island was and is a bastidlasonry; the
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Customs House itself more closely resembles a Masmsmple than a
government office.

Unfortunately, the slave-trading industry was al&othered by
Masonic groups. The Knights of Christ were actuakisponsible for
organizing the importation of human cargo to Eurcged later for
licensing the trade in the Americas. The chivatiiders that controlled
the governments of Portugal and Spain sold licerisesther govern-
ments, which in turn organized companies to profgadghe trade. The
royals of Europe were the ultimate beneficiariestttd business; for a
share of the profits, they granted licenses tce efiterchants and busi-
nessmen who were part of the court. Licenses tdetia slaves were
sold by the merchants and businessmen to the hidpigders, allowing
newcomers to join the merchant class—yet connestimould super-
sede wealth. In America, democracy and free engerptheoretically
allowed anyone to play a role in the buying andirgplof humans, but
it was a handful of elite families, connected taumrparts in England
and France, that took over the business.

When the American Revolution broke out, Benjaminarfktin
turned to the Masonic elite of France, who contalithe slave trade,
to get arms, supplies, and military support. In fingt fourscore years of
American history, the slave-trading ports from Oéston to Newport
were controlled by a handful of families bound byddnic and family
ties. They were not like the Jeffersons and Madisevho saw the even-
tual end to the institution as befitting the newnderacy; it was a mer-
cantilist capitalism that the slave traders put vabdfreedom and
democracy.

These merchants would not relinquish the lucrativade and
seemed to stop at nothing in fighting abolition.eThresidency was
something members of the mercantile elite felt thmuld buy, and
when money couldn't decide an election they usdtkerotmeans to
seize control. In an effort to derail abolition,eBidents Harrison and
Taylor suffered sudden and suspicious deaths tlatppo-slave vice
presidents in power. When even death failed to &ladilition, the coun-
try wound up in the most destructive war it evargbt. The Civil War
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ended at Appomattox, where the armies of JefferBavis surren-
dered—but not for the elite. A conspiracy organitgdmembers of the
quasi-Masonic Knights of the Golden Circle to K#resident Lincoln
sought to nullify the Emancipation Proclamation dted effects on the
trade with England. The postwar efforts at recamston would also be
stained by another Masonic group of "knights," tleKlux Klan.

Although piracy and smuggling were no longer asfifaiole in the
newly independent America, institutions such asdlage trade and ille-
gal drug trafficking would take their place. Thetda provided riches
for the elite that would become the bedrock of #merican industrial
age. The illegal drug trade that the Americans British united to cre-
ate in the first half of the nineteenth century Wiobe a never-ending
plague. Again, a select core of families controlted trade, and in both
Britain and America they were organized in Masooddls. Family and
lodge connections were the only tickets to admian

While it is not surprising that America's Foundif@gthers were
mostly slave owners, a legal activity, it may bepsising to discover that
they were often smugglers as well. Profits fromgdrunning, smuggling,
slave trading, and even piracy are directly resipdmdor the founding of
several of the country's most important banks, tvlare still in operation
today. New England's staunch insurance businesshasand prospered
through profits earned from insuring opium and slahips. The large
railroad system that was built throughout the cmrtal United States in
the nineteenth century was funded with profits frdlmgal drug smug-
gling. And one of the greatest opium fortunes wopldvide seed money
for the telephone and communications industry.

The European Knights Templar was a massive orgémizabut at
the center was a hereditary elite that controllad eeaped the rewards
of the group. Even after the reported demise of gheup, it retained
remarkable clout and power, always behind the scene

In America the influence of a core elite was aergfr This elite class
positioned itself to control the masses no longar Holy crusade, but
rather to enrich itself. Rooted in the Masonic ledsystem, a new class
formed through connections made at the most farmmiges, such as
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the Holland No. 8 Lodge in New York and the Solofsohodge of
Charleston, where members could control politice #gitimate busi-
ness while also enjoying the profits of corrupt awén criminal under-
world dealings.

The family wealth of Franklin and Theodore Rooseved been
built on drug running. As in all opium-smugglingnfdies, inbreeding
was important. The Delano side of Franklin Delanmostvelt was an
opium smuggler who made a fortune, lost it, andirretd to drug run-
ning to recoup it. Ulysses S. Grant married intoogium-dealing fam-
ily with connections in Europe and America. Thestfifamilies of New
York and New England who graciously provided furfds Harvard,
Yale, Columbia, Brown, and Princeton Universitiesndted money
earned in the illegal drug trade. The same men avdulild railroads
and textile mills, found banks and insurance corgsmnand keep the
family wealth intact for generations to come. Besidthe Roosevelts
and Grant, other presidents—including Taft and b&thshes—were
connected by a bizarre cult at Yale that was fodnole and funded with
money from the China trade. That organization isexetive, elite, and
powerful today as it was two centuries ago.

Other presidents have been connected to piracyhby telations.
John Tyler married into a family whose status wabkieved on pirate
booty. Millard Fillmore's great-grandfather wasetti for piracy. Like
opium trading, piracy was an enterprise that depenoh a widespread
system of recognition and trust. From Cape Cod aadtern Long
Island to New York City, North Carolina, and New I€ms pirates
trusted each other and knew those in power whoigedvshelter, legal
protection, and a market for their goods. When amd] the pirate cap-
tains reported to the powerful few who protecte@irthrade. These
connections were made and preserved through theoriashalls.
Governors, mayors, and judges licensed and invastqdrate voyages,
the proceeds of which helped build family fortunes.

Pirate ships were floating lodges where ritual,reeg and blood
oaths were the glue bonding the pirates. But thek-eand-file pirate
brothers were not welcome at the lodge meetingseoHolland
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No. 8 in New York, where the Livingston family tded their success
in backing pirates like Captain Kidd and were sfilotecting pirates
like Laffite a hundred years later.

Piracy was not the only crime on the high seas; American
colonies also prospered through smuggling. John cétdn was a
wealthy Mason whose ship Liberty would put Bostantbe path to the
Tea Party and Revolution. With one foot in the eelMasonic lodges
where shipowners and captains were welcome andhenon the
lodges where the workingman was accepted, Hancaokided work
for one third of Boston. It was Britain's insistenon enforcing its laws
against smuggling that precipitated the Revolutidhe colonies relied
on their smugglers to provide food, arms, and sapb fight Britain.

The role of America's smuggling partners in the idsan and
Bermuda has hardly been examined by historiansjtbuas vital. At the
same time, smuggling and privateering provided andation for many
of America's political dynasties that remain in gowoday.

The Revolution put an end to the large profits loé tsmuggling
business. Piracy and privateering also ceased amlemasy road to profits.
The slave trade would provide the next avenue taltweon the seas,
thriving in ports that were strongholds of MasonRBrom Newport to
Charleston, belonging to a lodge meant accessndirfg, insurance, and
finding a crew for slave trading. It also meantesscto the marketplace.

But Masonic membership did not merely present ojpdy in
the underworld. Benjamin Franklin acknowledged tisatcess in the
printing business hinged on just which Masonic dme belonged to
in the city of Philadelphia. John Jacob Astor, wboce held one
fiteenth of all American personal wealth, joinedhet prestigious
Holland No. 8 Lodge in New York to advance his besises. Success in
the legal profession, almost a prerequisite foregoment office, was
ensured to the sons of the wealthy who could stadyhe Temple in
London. Passing the bar is a term that originatethé Templar strong-
hold in London, and it is a rite of passage thatstrhe achieved today
in order to join the legal profession. Promotion time military was
denied to many who would not be part of the mijiteadge, a portable
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home to brothers that included George Washingtbe, Marquis de
Lafayette, and John Paul Jones.

The secret and elite structures that have built Agats business
empires and family fortunes have concealed theatohy well. In an age
when the slightest indiscretions sometimes have ghtential to dis-
qualify a candidate from public office, the taintdshckgrounds and
family histories of the Founding Fathers of the moy and its institu-
tions are remarkable. We have inherited collegeab wmiversities named
for slave traders and opium dealers. We honor geess and other
politicians whose families built their fortunes dhgh crime. We
patronize businesses founded by men whose fortaresooted in ille-
gal activity.

Many of the families regarded as America's blueot$y our equiv-
alent of aristocracy, have hidden in their ancéstiasets men who
would make today's organized criminals look chesufiihey were not
mere horse thieves and snake-oil salesmen, nor thesecon men who
were ridden out of town on the rail. These Foundiathers rose to
great wealth. Their legacy was passed on to hehs still enjoy that
wealth—and their power too, which is protected e tinstitutions
they put in place and ensures their participatiorthe future. The sys-
tem, thanks to ill-gotten gains and power, pergesiaself.

In a country where everyone was given a new ssaftesh chance,
and an equal opportunity, it is curious that the deetween rich and
poor widened so dramatically after the American d¢tation. But it
was not by chance or hard work; institutions fromrdpe, often under-
ground, established a network that would ensurestieeess and power
of their own. The same secret societies that haeh bestablished in
Europe for hundreds of years were imported into opels colonies
from the earliest days.

To understand how pervasive secret and elite sesiare today and
how they played such a significant role in receantaries, we must
begin at one critical day in 1307, when the grdatagganization the
world had ever known saw its downfall.



PART ONE

Piracy: A Merry and
a Short Life

MEDIEVAL EUROPE HAD a class structure that
divided the rich from the poor in more intrusive ysa
than does the gap that divides the classes todaym Rhe
lord of the manor to the king, life-and-death powwsas
wielded over the common man. Society and the Church
also played a great role in determining just what iadi-
vidual could or could not do. Strict conventions rme-
ated society to the point that even the clothes an
individual wore were subject to law. In colonial We
York, when pirates paraded from one tavern to amoth
in silk shirts and pistol-concealing waistcoats,eyth defied
not only a societal convention, but also the law.eafihg
silk or fur was a privilege of the landed few.

From medieval times in Europe to the colonial
period in America, society underwent a challengs th
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would change the way man perceived and indeed liwid life. In
medieval times the choices for most young men (anchen) were few
and unappealing. Inheritance law once gave thelyaestate to the eld-
est son and allowed the younger brothers and sistestay only if they
remained unmarried. Daughters were married off sos apprenticed
out or sent to study for the priesthood, as treghdrs saw fit.

War brought opportunity. Enlisting for the Crusadgs/e men the
chance to leave behind a predestined life. The a&ies meant adven-
tures and the possibility of bettering one's cirstances. Going to sea
offered the same escape. Life at sea was advestuamd enabled some
to return home with enough money to live out thidies. However,
most men who joined the Crusades to escape the anandate of
becoming priests or apprentices could not even &gk into those
vocations. When Jerusalem was lost and the Knightaplar disbanded,
many had little chance of returning to society. rivep prosecution or
simply poverty, many decided to keep on enjoyirgdharedevil life.

For the fighting soldier, one choice was to becammercenary in
the newly emerging fighting orders from Scotland tthe
Mediterranean Sea. For the sailor, the life of imgteer, a smuggler, or
a pirate held even more promise of reward. Bothcerary and pirate
became members of a society within the society.

Pirates have been portrayed as bands of swashbgckleg-legged
lunatics with homicidal tendencies since the dafyshe eighteenth-cen-
tury writer Daniel Defoe. The real story is lesdoctul—and more inter-
esting. Although many would live "the merry life cathe short life," as
Defoe's fact-bending tales called it, others ergjoye life expectancy
longer than that of sailors on British navy shiphtey ate better, were
treated less harshly, and shared in a greateroparfitheir gains.

Pirates were banded together by covenants thaidemvmore pro-
tection than English naval law, and were regularhfed on by every
sailor aboard. The pirate ship and pirate portg I&aint Mary's in
Madagascar were the first instances of democratie. rThe one-man,
one-vote system aboard the pirate ship was noiced until the
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American Constitution. Even then, voting was notdasnocratic as was
pirate rule.

Care for the injured and for the widowed, too, wessially more
reliable for the pirate than for the sailor in tBeglish navy. The navy
embodied the most rigid of class structures andreff little in the way
of security.

Pirates bought supplies and arms, sold ill-gottaimgy from wool to
jewels, and often retired to estates, or at leasind, bought with the
proceeds of their life's work. To deal with convenal society, they had
to have connections. To create such connectionsiribat they had to
belong to a brotherhood. The brotherhood went mdebper than a
small group banding together. As remnant Templasaine organized
in lodges, old ties were restored. Masonry, morelesss underground
until the early eighteenth century, provided lodgi®employment, food,
and even clothes to brothers. Masonry also providednections to a
network, underground and often above the law. WResemasonry was
finally acknowledged, a secret oath for a Mastersdfa acknowledged
that masons were "brothers to pirates and corsairs.

Those who sailed under the skull and crossbonekl aely on pro-
tection in the ports and in the courts, where aretebandshake or
coded phrase required fellow Masons to come to ahlie of a their
brethren.

Fortunes built by pirates and by those who outfitdiem with
supplies and bought their goods survived the "goldge of piracy."
Dynasties created through underworld activity anamiership in
secret societies would pave the way to power thatiwes into modern
times.



Chapter 1
THE NEW WORLD ORDER

October 13, 1307, would go down in history as thsstfunlucky
Friday the thirteenth. On that day the Knights Tempwho
had fought so valiantly for the cause of Christianiduring the
Crusades, were ordered arrested by the French Kdmgrating on
orders that were sealed until the night before atrest, the representa-
tives of the French crown launched an early-dawid ran all the
Templar properties in the realm of the king. Spefaaus was given to
the center of the Templar organization, the Pagasury. Within hours
both knights and servants of the order were und&stand in custody.
Within days, interrogation under extreme torturegdbe and it soon
elicited confessions of many of the depraved actd jractices of the
order of warrior-monks. The greatest order Europd bver seen soon
ceased to exist.

When it was formed almost two hundred years beftre, Templars
were a military force organized like a religiousder. The creation of
the Templars coincided with Saint Bernard takingntom of the
Cistercian order of monks in France. Bernard wastrumental in
molding both organizations to carry out the misskan envisioned. The
rules for his order of monks were adopted by thghting monks that
would be called the Order of the Poor Knights ofri&thand the
Temple of Solomon. They would become known as theiglts
Templar. Bernard's vision became reality. But he na@t acting alone.

Saint Bernard was a member of an elite class &ne in European
history when the feudal system ruled every facéifef This handful of

12
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wealthy families, mostly centered around the townChampagne and
its count, would be responsible for the Crusades,tlie rapid growth
of the Cistercian order, and for the power of thaigkts Templar. There
were nine members of the original Knights Templdinfee were
pledged to the Count of Champagne. One of these Amdre de
Montbard, the uncle of Saint Bernard. The countated the land on
which Bernard built the abbey of Clairvaux, whiclowld be the cen-
ter of Bernard's power.

Fixing on the need to take back the Holy Lands fréstam,
Bernard preached a military crusade. It was sa&d thhen he reached
a village, women would attempt to hide their hustsgnas few could
resist his call to arms. The act of seeing the dvonby have appealed to
a peasant class that was often regarded as theerpropf the feudal
estates that dominated the countryside. The Crasadiered adven-
ture—and salvation. After thousands marched agdsiam and recap-
tured the holy city of Jerusalem, thousands mowrei@ to travel to the
sacred city. The nine original Templar knights wémtthe Holy Lands
to protect the roads for those making the pilgrimagjfter several years,
they returned to a hero's welcome.

With Bernard's seal of approval, the Knights Tempimew and
flourished, becoming the vanguard of Europe's amyit Their military
exploits against Islam are legendary; their finah&xploits are misun-
derstood and downplayed.

TEMPLAR, INC. BANKING

Although the full name of the organization was theder of the Poor
Knights of the Temple of Solomon, the order wasthimg but poor. It
was, in fact, the richest organization that Eurtyael even seen and the
first ever multinational corporation. The busines$ the Knights
Templar was business, and it was conducted in a tialy Europe had
never seen before. The loyalty of the order wasctid to itself. The
Templars nominally owed their allegiance to the Ranpope, but this
loyalty was more in word than in deed. They aciufdught against
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other Christian armies and against their rival ordiee Knights of Saint
John, and during the Albigensian Crusade some Tammven fought
against the pope and his genocidal purge of théha@iatn southern
France. The Templars' true allegiance was to thieeseas together they
could become masters of any industry they desired.

Banking as we know it today was an institution fded by the
Knights Templar. Before the Templars there weretagerindividuals
who would attend trade fairs for facilitating curoy exchange, buying
and selling shares in commercial enterprises, andihg money. Many
of the early banking groups were Italian familiesni Florence, Venice,
and Lombardy. The activities of these bankers westricted by numer-
ous laws.

In a world where the pope and the Catholic Churcadenthe
rules, usury, the charging of interest, was banked.the Templars there
were several ways to skirt the laws forbidding tearging of interest.
One way was simply to charge a commission to peodhe loan, but
such a thinly disguised fee would still attract t@ndemnation of reli-
gious members. Another way was to call usury byfferént name. The
order was allowed to charge a "crusading interést"loans. Its clients
were often the same nobility that donated landsthe Temple, for
which they received an income from the propertidsbles, often the
kings of England and France, needed to borrow madoefight wars
and the Temple was willing to lend—for a fee. Whaseiry was a prac-
tice not allowed even for the Temple, the Templaudaearn a profit by
currency changing. For instance, wool from Frarfta& tas carried on
Temple ships and sold to a buyer in England wagestulbo a currency
change that often placed less value on the payowgrgncy.

Deposit banking was not banned by the Church, nas the func-
tion of acting as a safe deposit. Who was bettapamed than the
Templars, with their numerous fortresses and stroluy stretched over
Europe, to protect the wealth of the Continent®®lThe Templar bank
secured the worldly possessions of merchants, ksignd royalty alike
and held them in one country while allowing withded in another.
Fees were charged for each step of the transaetmhif the fees were
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not enough, wise Templar bankers would charge nfoome needed to
make a withdrawal of money in another currency.réheas always a
profit to be earned.

The few records found in the Paris Temple showwgous trans-
actions that took place on a typical day. Entrigmed by the Templar
cashier of the day listed the amount of a deptisit,name of the depos-
itor, the origin of the deposit, and occasionalty whose account it
would be credited if not the depositor's. A netwark fortified houses
throughout Europe and the Holy Lands served aspthdecessor of the
modern branch system of any large financial institu Five categories
of clients were served: Knights Templar (they ofteneived payment in
cities outside of their homeland and were not wglito carry money),
ecclesiastical dignitaries, the king, other nobkesd the bourgeois. The
records were kept in the Journal of Treasuféis "treasure" would ulti-
mately attract the interest of the French king, wies on the accounts
receivable list.

TEMPLAR, INC. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Property and estate management played a largeirrolemplar affairs.
Before the fall of Jerusalem, the Templars corgtblinine thousand
manors that had been donated to the order by Ewsrdgedowners. An
English property census noted, "The number of mandiarms,
churches, advowsons, demesne lands, villages, tamiendmills and
watermills, rents of assize, rights of common arek fwarren, and the
amounts of all types of property, possessed byTemplars in England

. are astonishing." In Yorkshire the Templars ewnseveral large
manors and sixty smaller parcels of propérty. Sicily they possessed
valuable estates, large tracts of land, and rightshery, pasturage, and
cutting wood. In Spain the Templars were "endoweth weities, vil-
lages, lordships and splendid domaihdr Aragon they had castles in
several cities, were the lords of Borgia and Tatand received the rev-
enue of one tenth of the kingddm.

The list of Templar property filled an entire cessnok; they had
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lands in Germany, Hungary, and France and in thetaees border-

ing France and Germany. In 1180 hundreds of acre® wequired to
support one knight in battle; a century later tleowts of acres were
necessary. Templar property was exempt from loithed yet could

receive them. While the common man would understiduad the fruits

of his labors provided support to those fighting tBrusades, a neigh-
boring noble was not as gracious. A common man wagerally

required to contribute time, and for most this weasy. A noble

(landowner) paid a higher price. He experiencedcdrigcosts and more
challenge in finding workers, as he competed wile fTemplars for

available able-bodied men. And a landowner, unlie Templar neigh-
bor, paid taxes. Because the Temple employees ladie only to the

order that employed them, fugitives and felons dofihd refuge from

the law by working for a Templar estate.

The amalgamation of an international military formed a religious
order in the form of a business never again appeatise history of the
world. In addition to reaping profits, the Templarder was the benefi-
ciary of gifts that were meant as penance for sif® greatest gift to
the Templar order was required of King Henry llErigland as a result
of the murder of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Tlwsma Becket.
Henry donated funds to equip two hundred knightgear, as well as
more money in his will. The Templars had every adage and no one
to report to.

TEMPLAR, INC. SHIPPING

The Templar fleet was another source of profitd #r@used the envy
of the shipowners and merchants of France's pdksciln the early
years of the Crusades, the Templars required neassovement of men,
arms, and horses. They would contract with merchanft Italian city-
states like Venice and Genoa. These merchantsciaipethose from
Genoa and Pisa, had merchant colonies in Barceldhasseilles,
Mahdia, Ceuta, Tunis, and Tripoli. Their ships lgbuin wares from
China, India, and Ceylon. Because minor kingdomsl@vaoin their
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own money, the Italian traders were also money ghenand lenders.
The bankers from Venice, Genoa, Lucca, and Floreweee called
Lombards, and they replaced the Jews as Europa'sham bankers.
Loan rates could range from 15 percent for a bgsidean to 100 per-
cent for a personal loan. Templar, Inc. would mtvéake business from
the Italian merchants.

In 1207 the Templars became shipowners. When thengnt using
ships for the transport of men, they would useuessels for trade. The
profits and the fleet itself began to grow in siBy 1233 the city of
Marseilles was complaining that Templar ships weaking business
away from their owf. The Templars soon had many preceptories
port cities including Brindisi, Bari, Barletta, antani and on Sicily at
Messina. The trans-Mediterranean trade often iralvtransporting
goods and animals to the eastern MediterraneanaBeéareturning with
slaves, who would work for the Templars in the West

The Turkish port of Ayas in Cilicia was a center fhe slave trade,
and the Templars established a wharf there. Thegh{si Templar and
the rival Christian order the Knights of Malta bewa the largest
European slave traders in the Mediterranean, aray téstablished
themselves in Venice. Perhaps the most importastesiport of the
Templars was the city of Acre in the Holy Lands.efiéh all the slaves
were called Muslims, regardless of their religidhis was the result of
the pope in Rome declaring a ban on Christian slamethe kingdom
of Jerusalem. Muslims who sought to convert weraiedt Pope
Gregory was told of this and complained to the dramasters of both
orders, but the trade in all its avarice continued.

The Templar fleet served both to generate probtstiie order and
as part of the Templar war machine. Flying the Iskald crossbones as
its battle flag, the Templar fleet was used in tailf operations against
Egypt, the coast of Asia Minor, and throughout Mediterranean Sea.

In addition to transporting troops and carrying p@as and sup-
plies for their military operations, as well asve&la and goods for trade,
the Templars engaged in piracy. Piracy was defamedhe act of captur-
ing another ship on the seas. But a Templar skipdaon an Islamic

n
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warship was not considered piracy, as the two vegérevar. There were
few ships designed strictly for battle, as all giig boats needed to be
armed. Thus the act of capturing an Islamic merctsnip would be

considered privateering. There was a fine line betwpiracy and, later,
privateering, which meant that a ship's captain ted permission of a
ruler, and later a letter of marque, to engageraxcy.

An English ship engaged in plundering English shipguld be
defined as a pirate ship, even if it shared thelspath the English king.
If an English ship took a French ship without theghsh king's per-
mission, it was still a pirate ship. If, howeven, Bnglish ship sailed with
the permission of the English king to plunder thieips of other
nations, it was a privateer ship.

The Templars answered to no one except the pope, didh not,
according to record, issue letters of marque. Wtien Templars cap-
tured enemy ships, they claimed they were actingbehalf of their
nominal ruler, the pope. But the ships of the Temglrder did not stop
there, and often the ships of other Christian kiwgse fair game.

Most of the Templar fleet was originally the lowryg galleys,
which were similar to those used by the Muslim tgisaof the Barbary
Coast. They were ideally suited for the coastalldrand equally suited
for piracy, as they could maneuver into shallow esmtand were not
forced to depend on the winds. The Atlantic fleetthee Templars used
the sail, which allowed it to navigate the oceansvall.

Christian Europe and Muslim Africa and Asia werewatr for hun-
dreds of years, but on a cultural basis many cdiorer were made.
Simon Dansker, a Flemish adventurer, showed thehNafrican pirates
the use of the long-range sailing ship in piracyngker started his career
in the French port of Marseilles but soon changeeéssand names. As
Dali Rais, which means Captain Devil, Dansker dhgtt to the side of
the Barbary pirates and captured Christian shipsde his tutelage the
Muslim pirates extended their range into the AdanfA Muslim fleet
even sailed to Iceland, where the pirates tookeslaand plundered. But
Dansker changed sides one too many times and wagthian Tunis.

The Templar fleet was made up of whatever shipsddoe built or
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bought or captured from its enemies. The rangehefTtemplars' sailing
ships extended from the North Atlantic to the eastdlediterranean.
The ships carried goods and pilgrims from Italy ttee Holy Lands.
With no fear of reprisals, the Templars engagedimacy when profit
could not be made in legitimate ways. For those whanned the
Templar fleet, the career jump from privateer foe rder to pirate for
one's own gain was small.

One early Templar-turned-pirate was Roger de Flar.Son of the
falconer of Emperor Frederick I, the eight-yead-dRoger was taken
on as a cabin boy in the Templar port of Brindisforking his way up
through the ranks of the Templar navy, he soonmasducommand of a
ship bought from the Genoese. He named his shig-#heon. When the
final stronghold of Acre was being besieged, de Farned a new skill:
extortion. He used his ship to raise money forfhfare career as a pirate
by charging to rescue "ladies and damsels and greasure.” De Flor
eventually fell out of favor with the order and héhip remained in
Temple hands, but he had earned enough money toabogw ship.
Through piracy and later mercenary work, he builfostune and an
army. The renegade Templar even earned the hartdeohiece of the
Byzantine emperor.

It was not only renegade knights who would resoripiracy; both
orders, the Templars and the Order of Saint Johofitgd from their
ability to loot Mediterranean ports and merchanipsh just as the
Muslim fleets profited from their capture of Chigst ships.

For hundreds of years different ports around theldvplayed host
to pirates and resisted or ignored the authorityaof governments.
Ports such as the pirate kingdom of Saint Mary'dMadagascar, where
the only government was that of pirates in exilehating, served the
European pirates who preyed on the silver shipsthef Moghuls of
India. In the Americas, Tortuga and the Bahamas|dvanjoy shorter
periods as pirate refuges. Even where ports hadffégial government,
they were often ruled by those who supported pirauech as those in
Port Royal, Jamaica.

One of the greatest pirate ports of the medievabgevas Mahdia,
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on the North African coast. In the three hundredryethat the Knights
Templar fought the Islamic conquerors of the Meadieean Sea, there
were numerous periods of truce during which Aralpsl &hristians

exchanged ideas. The Europeans learned aboutistdigion (includ-

ing their own), science, mathematics, and medidinen their enemies.
The greatness of such interchange of culture cabeomeasured, but
the Crusades had an enormous effect on Europe.eftadknowledge

was not all the Templars learned; they also pickpdnew military and

naval skills and a tolerance for their Islamic ceuparts. The result was
that many ex-Templars simply switched sides andejdithe Barbary
pirates. Author John J. Robinson suspects the iSicotMason's word"

mahabone is a corruption of Mahdia the good, jastha French Marie le
Bon (Marie the Good) survives in English as margtes

Templar sea power is often downplayed in comparisotheir mil-
itary land maneuvers. The Templar navy and mercHeets were well
acquainted with the Baltic Sea, the British IslEsge portions of the
African coast, the Mediterranean Sea, and evenBlaek Sea. They
sailed as far as their Norman predecessors, arid ghepose was not
only trade and plunder; supplying food and mungionarrying troops
and pilgrims, and playing host to kings and thedods were important
in the long conflict against the Islamic nations.

When the war with these countries abated, the wewden the
Christians filled the gap. In 1256 two Christiarctfans formed over
who should possess Acre. The Hospitallers camehw d&id of the
Genoese and Catalan merchants to fight the naweaice, which was
joined by the Templar fleét.Despite the fact that one of the Templar
rules forbade killing a Christian, turf wars extstand the act of killing
fellow Christians was "absolved" by the necessify poeserving the
wealth and power.

THE TEMPLAR WORLD TURNED UPSIDE DOWN

In 1291 Acre fell to the armies of Islam. The Tearpbrder would have
just sixteen years before it too would fall. Thegkrns had already lost
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Jerusalem, and now their last fortress was captoyetheir rivals. Public

opinion quickly turned against the order. In theeeyf the world the
Templars had lost their mission and were now simgplfat organization
of creditors, landlords, and competitors with artittadle to boot.

"Haughty as a Templar" was a phrase coined by Satted/ Scott. His

novels describe an order that turned its back srfotinders. Once ded-
icated to poverty and obedience, the Templars becguilty of pride,

arrogance, and, by the beginning of the fourtearghtury, possessing
more wealth than European kings. Pope Nicholas thé theoretical

commander in chief of the order, publicly directeid anger against the
Templars, blaming their squabbling with the rivabdpitaller order as
the reason that the last Christian bastion in tidy Hands was now in
Islamic hands. The Templars allowed themselvesetoribwed as unin-
terested in protecting the most sacred possessidnshe Christian

world.

A Church council had decided that the only way ightf an effec-
tive war against Islam was to have a unified foo€dts own. The coun-
cil proposed merging the fighting orders, but theleos refused. The
Teutonic Knights of Germany and Prussia returnedviarienburg.The
Knights of Saint John moved to Malta. The Templan®ved to
Cyprus®

Although the Templar order had abandoned Acre, @uld/ not
abandon its own possessions. To an outsider, thglaes seemed to be
on a crusade only to protect their enormous wealth.

In a watershed event that would become known asEjerstoun
Affair, a knight who pledged half his wife's estdte enter the order
died. When the order came to claim the murdered lmem property,
his widow refused to leave. Templars were sentviotéhe widow, and
they had to literally drag the woman from her horms. she clung to
the doorpost of her house, the knights choppedheff fingers. Even
before public media, this was a "media" event somelling that it
reached the ears of King Edward |. When he heaaltathe treatment
of the widow, he interceded to restore her propelgt yet compre-
hending the concept of public relations, the Temgeould go so far
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as to kill the widow's son for reverigeand seize the property after his
death.

Set against a backdrop of military losses, thesgesssions of the
order were becoming too much to defend. In 1306 eav rpope,
Clement V, was elected. Before becoming the popewhe Bertrand
de Got, the Archbishop of Bordeaux. His elevationtlie highest rank
in the Church was engineered by his brother Beramdp was the
Archbishop of Lyon. In June 1305, when the kingsFodince, England,
and Naples had representatives bickering over wituld be the next
pope, the choice came down to the least objectlengiersof?;
Bertrand de Got had achieved that distinction. Hrench king cer-
tainly did not object to de Got, and to the disnwfythe Italians, he
never left France. He was considered weak and eoiéfe, and the
Italians believed that in establishing his papacwdgnon he gave proof
that he was simply a puppet of the king of France.

The new pope was in an awkward position. On the loaed, he
was related on his mother's side to Bertrand dexdBlefort, a Templar
grand master. On the other hand, the power of thendh king
appeared more threatening. He would stall as lanhdpea could in mak-
ing decisions. It is possible that Clement V alseadw the writing on
the wall that told him that unless he took actien vmould lose both of
his orders. His first act was to ask the new grarasdter of the Templars
and the grand master of the Knights of Saint Jatmaf written sum-
mary enumerating the reasons for and against a enesfythe orders.
Jacques de Molay, the leader of the Templars, aeswthe pope, and
may have been aware that the ultimate goal of ttemdh king was to
head a united order as the rex ballator, the wakiitg. At the very least,
Molay knew he would be out of the number one positi

Despite the less-than-satisfactory answer, the pes#tated to take
action. He was not unaware that agents of the kingrance had been
responsible for the death of Boniface VIII and plolysthe death by poi-
son of Benedict XI, according to rumor.

King Philip of France decided the time was ripe reanedy the
impasse. Because France was the home base ofuithadeés and had
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borne the heavy cost of war, Philip was impatientdpair his finances.
Earlier preachers such as Saint Bernard had ofeaned out a town of
its men, inspiring them to take up the crusade. Gitters had been the
beneficiaries of thousands of donated estates. Qtnerch had declared
that the state should not tax the fighting menher ¢states of the order.
The net result to the French king was a depletedstiry. He took back
from the Templars the management of his own finarinel295, creat-
ing the Royal Treasury at the Louvre. He then dethathe currency
and turned on the Italian banking families.

How close the Italian banking families were conedctto the
Knights Templar may never be known. They initiallayed a role in
financing the Crusades and in transporting the acteis. In Florence,
where the city minted its own coins, they would pagpect to the
patron saint of the order, Saint John the Baptst,one side of the
coins. The other side depicted the lily, hinting atroyal bloodline.
Florence is one of the very few places where amgmial baptistery
stands. This unusual style of baptistery was bogtbrom Jerusalem
and taken to many Templar strongholds. From TomaPoértugal to
Drogheda in Ireland, these structures represertedotiginal baptism
of Jesus Christ by Saint John. The baptistery ordfice was dedicated
to Saint John the Baptist.

After maneuvers against the Lombards, Philip the Wwauld prove
himself to be anything but fair when it came toleeshing his treas-
ury. He forced the Jews out of France in an attetmsteize their prop-
erty and restore his wealth. But the Jews hadrénbas prosperous as
he thought, and the move accomplished little. Phias deeply in
debt—and mostly to the Templar bank.

What better way to fix the situation than to sdlzat bank?

On October 13, 1307, Philip's forces descended lloth@ Templar
preceptories in France. The pope was dismayednigally, only he had
jurisdiction over the Templars. But Philip's forcéseatened the pope,
so he quickly went along with the king. Philip wdwoon be dismayed
as well. Templar spies had gotten wind of the inaimg arrests. Having
commanded a large fighting force, a large navy,afatge merchant
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fleet, and having possessed the world's largesk, thnough which they
were close to aristocrats and clerics around Euyrdipe Templars had
intelligence operations that were certainly superio those of the
French king. Jacques de Molay called in the ordestsks and had them
burned. Many knights went underground. And perhapsst signifi-
cantly, the treasure held in Paris, the second mesired possession of
King Philip, vanished.

The combination of the missing treasure, the burdpecks, and the
meek surrender of the Templars is intriguing. l& themplars under-
stood that arrest was imminent, why didn't they flEde or prepare to
fight back? The only explanation is that the orbefieved that Philip's
target was strictly monetary, and that once dedrieé the Templar
bank, his suppression of the order would be slivet

If this conclusion is correct, then the memberstied order who
stayed behind were simply unprepared for the iribfedhorrors to
which the arrested knights would be subjected. WUntieture that
included the rack, the strappado, and the burnihdabsmeared feet,
the Templars confessed to anything. Because theehsas heresy, the
arrested had no right to counsel. Normally tortwmuld be allowed to
the extent that it would accomplish its goal but nause mutilation or
permanent injury. For the Templars, however, aneption was made.
The torture was "carried out with a barbarity whielken medieval
men found shocking'® Confined to dungeons, sustained with bread
and water, accused of the most heinous perversiang, tortured
beyond endurance, many knights lost their abiliby reason, several
committed suicide, and most confessed to anything.

Those who survived the two years of imprisonmend little to
look forward to other than their death. In May 13ft@ soldiers of
Philip bound fifty-four Knights Templar to carts darbrought them to
fields near the convent of Saint-Antoine outsideif?avhere they were
stripped, tied to stakes, and burned to death.

The king of France broke the order but failed tamfiszate their
treasure. He was further disappointed by the mactf his fellow
kings; instead of the other nations suppressing@ #mplars within their
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borders, they had to be goaded into taking anyssagpinst the knights.

In England, Edward Il was very slow in reactingthe demands of
the Roman pope. The new king was simply unintedesis his focus was
on the continuing war with Scodand and on his lodter persistent
pressure from the pope, Edward made a handful reS@r and later suc-
cumbed to the Church's demand for torture, whicts i@bidden by
English law. Edward did not shield the Templar migation and allowed
its property to be seized. To the disappointmenthef Church, however,
the property seized did not revert to the Churchibstead was distrib-
uted by Edward in his own fashion, most likely te éreditors and allies.

Scotland finally agreed in principle to an inqudsit of the Templars.
The country had continually fought the pope, whouldoeventually
excommunicate both the king and the nation. Theetegf compliance
in Scotland was minimal, with a total of two knigliuestioned.

In Spain and Portugal the Templar fighting forceswiportant to
the kings. After a few arrests and seizures, theuBoese quickly rein-
corporated the order into the Knights of Christ,ickhnow reported
only to the Portuguese king. In the parts of Spadmtrolled by the
Inquisition there were arrests and torture, butdtaer and its men were
soon incorporated into several other orders oSjh@nish military.

In Germany the Teutonic Knights, which had beemmfed sepa-
rately, marched into the court at Metz armed to theth and chal-
lenged the court to bring charges. They were nomplars but
presented their case to head off similar chargée dourt assured the
order its existence was not in danger.

Although all this frustrated Philip, his greatesistration was the dis-
appearance of the treasure from the Paris Temphk.Bahad reportedly
been loaded on a wagon train that raced for thé pbila Rochelle.
There the treasure was placed aboard the Tempglat, thgain flying the
skull and crossbones, from which it disappearedeanore. While many
of the French Templars who were captured sufferug limprison-
ments and gruesome tortures, many others, who wewne regarded as
outlaws, used the Templar fleet as their home baseas difficult for a
large, armed group of men to escape detectionrah lzaut the ships
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provided a mobile hideout as well as a place te.IWith their immense
treasure supplemented with piracy, the Templars wao escaped
France survived.

The final act against the order was committed orrdilal8, 1314.
The four surviving officials of the order—the gramghster, the visitor,
and the preceptors of Aquitaine and Normandy—wewuendd on an
island in the Seine River in view of the Royal Garsl

THE RESURRECTION OF THE TEMPLARS

While the arrested French Templars suffered imprigent, torture, and
often execution, the remnant Templar organizatictame like the
mythical Hydra; one head was cut off at the necll athers sprouted.
The new organizations in Germany, Portugal, andirSpeere all vari-
ous Templar reincarnations.

In Germany the Teutonic Knights needed their owisora d'etre,
and they quickly found one. They turned their attenfrom the armies
of Islam, which were apparendy too strong for Eetojp the more eas-
ily conquered pagan Lithuanians. A new northerrusade" found the
well-equipped Teutonic Knights doing battle withethithuanian peas-
ant farmers and converting or killing them in shortler. This new cru-
sade was less an instrument of the Catholic Chiwchconverting the
world than a weapon in the German war of expansion.

In the Iberian Peninsula the war against Islam w@s an active
conflict. The kings of Portugal and Spain needddted help they could
muster. Spain's most sacred pilgrimage spot wasit Sdames of
Compostela. The order of the Knights of Santiaghdse name was
derived from the Spanish Santo lago, or Saint Jampegormed activi-
ties that were similar to the original efforts betTemplars: It protected
pilgrims along the world's second most importanaiteo In neighbor-
ing Portugal the "new" Knights of Christ were alledvto keep the
properties and preceptories of the former Templaleio and even the
Templar banner, a red cross on a white backgrotihd. order has sur-
vived in that form to the present.
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In England the Templars' survival would not be a®spfe. The
English version of suppression united the Temphaith their rival
order, the Knights Hospitaller of Saint John. Thisder pleased the
demands of the Church, but according to some sstuitc&vas a cha-
rade. Templar property was administered separfdelyears.

East of France, the Alpine regions that would lategcome
Switzerland provided refuge to the Templar knightéhen their trad-
ing routes were not by sea, the Templars usedahe Alpine passes to
reach ltaly and Germany that other merchants had disr more than
a thousand years. The order had fortified preceggoin various can-
tons, and the power of the order soon grew. Threaths after the fall
of Acre, three of the cantons formed a militaryiasite. They were
quickly joined by others, and the unified state ®#itzerland would
take on many of the characteristics of the orddreyTwere respected
for having a fierce army that defended itself aghithe expansionist
German states to the north and the avaricious Eramcthe west. The
knights' reputation grew rapidly, and soon the Swiisiard, as it became
known, was contracted to defend the Vatican, justhe Templars had
defended the Catholic religion.

The Swiss, of course, soon earned another reputatioat of
banker to the world. In The Warriors and the Baslauthors Alan Butler
and Stephen Dafoe point out that, although thestmgain Paris might
have been the Templars' greatest central bankoriter would certainly
not have kept all its valuables in one location.it&svland grew in
importance because of its political neutrality arsdposition as the cen-
tral bank of the world. While the bank would no ¢en have the advan-
tage of state and religious backing, it possessedtrst advantageous
geographical location. Few would underestimate dbdity of a coun-
try with a well-trained military and the access thie Alpine passes.
Anyone who has had to deal with an Alpine bankeghhibe reminded
of the "haughty" description of the Templars given Sir Walter Scott,
as more than one trait was passed from the Tempdatee Swiss. The
discipline and secrecy maintained by Swiss bankieosyever, allowed
them to achieve dominance both for their bank andheir currency.
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The Swiss franc took on a mantle of stability thats possibly second
only to gold.

Butler and Dafoe refer to the survival of the Teanplas well as
Switzerland's inheritance of the world banking isiy. The authors
observe the stunning resemblance of the Templacness motif to the
emblems of Switzerland—the country as well as @stons. The Templar
cross has been simply reversed in color to becdreeflag of a united
Switzerland, and other variations would becomectir@on flags.

THE TEMPLAR UNDERGROUND

Most dramatically, the post-1307 Templar order tabke form of a
huge underground organization. This form developgadthe north
where the resurrected French Templars who saileth tie Templar
treasure fleet to Scotland reunited under the Aiggoman cousins of
the French Normans.

In France, the St. Clair family had been one of tlaadful of elite
families that were instrumental in founding the n&amplar order. The
Scottish branch of the St. Clair family, which hakhglicized the
spelling of its surname to Sinclair, would presettie order. They allied
themselves with Robert the Bruce, of the French nior de Brus
family, whose name had also been Anglicized. At rigaikburn, Robert
defeated the English in the most decisive battée Shots had ever expe-
rienced against their oppressors. The victory caimartly after a fresh
force of Templar cavalry charged onto the battldfie

But the Templars remained underground in Scotl@ven after the
end of the War of Scottish Independence. Some ef riore noble
knights continued their careers as mercenariesdefgze shows that
twelve years after the Battle of Bannockburn thettBh mercenaries
returned to France under the employ of the D'Anjoasother
Norman family that helped found the Templars. Théney fought
under Joan of Arc in a war that history has dottie lio explain.

Others, more often the rank and file, put theillskif construction
and engineering to work in the trades. As a milifarce, the Templars
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spent more time building than fighting. Thus theigkits learned the
building trades by constructing houses, bridgesl eastles. After 1307
they put these skills to work in building many ofirBpe's finest mon-
uments, including cathedrals.

French Templars had little trouble fitting in, d& tFrench language
was spoken in the British Isles and was for yearsdme the language
of the court. French Templar words were corruptetb itheir British
counterparts. Remnant Templars, while fighting asd pmercenaries,
building bridges, or working in the trades, remdinerganized in
underground lodges. They often employed secret svardi handshakes
to recognize each other and came to one anothdr'sThaeir sons, too,
would keep up the tradition.

The term Freemason entered the English languadgkeirsame cen-
tury that the Knights Templar, as an order, wasciaffy dissolved. The
term was another corruption of the French languéige;Templar knights
originally referred to each other as brother, @rdrin French. What was
frere macon in France became Freemason in Endh$ien the Templars
traveled they erected quarters, and these becadgedp so named after
the French loges. The guard posted at the dodneofadge during meet-
ings was the tyler, in English, derived from taille meaning "one who
cuts." But the term Freemason soon took on a neaning. Unlike most
of the populace, which was shackled to the landheyfeudal system that
prevailed in England and France, the former Tersplacame working
craftsmen who were free to travel to find employmen

At a construction site, which could be a cathedmnatastle, or a pub-
lic building, the masons would band together anelctea lodge. Most
lodges were not permanent, but would be built totgmt the property
of the traveling men. Masons promised that if atheo mason came to
them, they would find him work, give him money, anghen he was
ready to leave, direct him to another lodge. Whyuldathis be such an
important charge for Freemasonry? Because in aafesygktem, finding
a home was nearly impossible for the remnant mesnbéran outlaw
order. All their old ties were broken and there wes home to return
to—certainly not back in France. Freemasonry weated to protect
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those whose lives were threatened because of dlsswciation with the
Knights Templar.

A Masonic initiation specifically states that theothers are there to
feed you, to clothe you, and to protect you fronuryenemies. The ini-
tiation also enigmatically states, "We will keepuycsecrets.* Why a
simple stonemason would attract enemies and hawetsethat needed
protecting is questionable. But it is not so hasdunhderstand the need
for secrets and protection from enemies for aresuiemplar.

The building trades and crafts were an opportufotyex-Templars
and later for their sons. The name Lewis came fi@rterm meaning
"son of a mason," a status that was usually thg oeduirement needed
for entrance into a lodge. It was also helpful &injng employment. In
The Hiram Key, Christopher Knight and Robert Lomaste, "Now
we are certain, without any shadow of a doubt, that starting place
of Freemasonry was the construction of Rosslyn €hdp This chapel
was built on Sinclair property under the directioh the Sinclair fam-
ily, members of whom would become the hereditargngr masters of
the crafts and guilds and orders of Scotland. Fanymformer knights,
Scotland was now home and building was their trade.

Some ex-Templars did not fit into the new way &.liNot all the
former Templars were masons and craftsmen; somk toahe high-
ways as brigands and some to the seas as piratesskull and cross-
bones, the same battle flag that had been usedpifacy by the
Templars, remained the flag of choice for piratiterahe Crusades. The
skull and bones announced the ship was a pirae $Mhile it had a
religious significance, to the elite order it alsad a more practical use:
to instill fear in the hearts of those under attaltkwarned that there
was not to be any other action except surrendethaf was not heeded,
an all-red flag declared no quarter to be giverkeLmmany of the Scot
Templar words that have been derived from Frerich, Hattle flag was
called the Jolly Roger, from the French joli roupeetty red). Later, the
name Jolly Roger was given to both flags.

The black skull and crossbones flag would come dordcognized
as an indicator of a pirate ship. The skull and bwoes, however, had
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a much deeper meaning to the original Templars wd&ited under the
flag. Their insignia represented resurrection. T@atholic Church
taught that the resurrection of man was a bodisumection. But the
Templars believed, contrary to the Church, thaty oml skull and two
bones needed to be buried in order for a persobetcadmitted into
heaven. The skull and crossed bones became a popatd on Templar
graves. To those who had dedicated their wealth @dmitted their
lives to the Templar order, the skull and bonesgested that the
Templar organization itself had been resurrectdte Templar fleet, in
particular, was alive and well. It had survived taemy of the French
king and the Roman pope and would conquer again.

Just as the Templars had used military organizatiarng the long
war against Islam, they now used military organiratagainst their new
enemies. Upon coming into contact with a ship, shkell and cross-
bones would be raised. If this was not enough t&enthe pursued ship
surrender, the Templars raised the red flag, thlg Roger, meaning that
"no quarter," or no mercy, would be granted. Thessage was quickly
learned by the captains who plied the seas withwaees of merchants.
Few would wait for the red flag.

The skull and crossbones continued to rule Europess long after
the Templar order was officially in the grave. THew World too would
be threatened by the skull and crossbones, and afl America's
independence the remnant Templars would still exkeir influence
and power.



Chapter 2

BROTHERS TO PIRATES
AND CORSAIRS

U nder the skull and crossbones, the fleet of theTemplars

roamed the seas. The menacing flag that to theolieghhad rep-

resented resurrection now represented the resiomeof the outlawed
order. Lacking the same allegiance to the popeam®& the order now
served mostly to preserve and enrich itself. Thipsshhat were once
manned by knights and sworn to protect religiodgriphs now threat-

ened anyone who traveled, transported goods, aedreon the high
seas. Rarely was retaliation considered. Even mem@ was the capture
of a pirate ship; it was said that in that evenflash of a secret signal
might allow a pirate ship a pass from its captdiemplar power was not
to be underestimated.

The fragmented Templars had succeeded in the doadsarrecting
the order. At the same time, the pirates who radathe seas would
keep alive the Templar ideals of liberty, equaliand the protection of
their own. Ironically, the ideals of a corrupt ongation would become
the basis of American democracy.

Pirates aboard a former Templar ship ran the shithé same fash-
ion as a Templar preceptory, a model that was basedife in a
Cistercian chapter house. What did monks, piraesd, Templar knights
have in common? Democracy. While there was no elampa dem-
ocratic nation at that time and writers such astaf@, Jefferson, and
Rousseau would not be born for another four hungleads, Templar

32
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pirates and Cistercian monks practiced democracighiftVthe confines
of the monastery, the preceptory, and the piratg, slkeaders were
elected by their peers and could be removed by .themvas a concept
foreign to a feudal system, where birth and propehttermined title
and position. No one person was absolute; leadere wxpected to act
in the interest of the group.

The Cistercian monks, ex-Templar pirates, and Tamphights had
other interesting similarities. In a world domirditdy a feudal order
that used taxes and duties to force all wealthhto tbp, the Templars,
the Cistercian monks, and the pirates held wealtltammon for hun-
dreds of years. This is not to be confused withow wf poverty or even
with socialism. Rewards such as greater amenitiese vgiven to those
who exercised more responsibility. A pirate captass often entitled to
a double share of booty, and the quartermastertngjgha share and a
half for his role. It was strictly a result of mierThe failure to lead or a
propensity for greed could bring down a knight, @vbot, or a pirate
captain.

The ultimate irony is that democracy arose withideos created by
feudal powers. In this new social experiment, tiftamily name, and
appointed power were all secondary to the abiliyléad and bring
benefit to all. The ideals of liberty and frateynisurfaced despite the
intentions of the feudal rulers.

Of course, not all pirates were Templars, and théer did not
invent the art of robbery on the high seas. Th&@ emplar pirates, how-
ever, were very distinct from other organized @satThe pirates who
served aboard the ships of Islam, or even on tlyes sif the rival order
of Saint John, had more in common with the lateglish navy. The
captain of the ship, who was most often appointedaaresult of high
birth or favor, would get the majority of the sppilthe common sea-
men were often treated only a little better thaa talley slaves who
served the fleets of Rome.

Life aboard the pirate ship was democratic, buvass still a feudal
world on the shores of the civilized world. Piratesre still forced to
deal with this reality. For example, ships wereremuusly expensive,
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and therefore piracy was an institution that wagegally not open to

the average man. In a world that knew no form opitedism, there

were few ways to accumulate the funds to buy a.dhig ship was cap-
tured, it still had to be allowed to land in a spéat and to sell its captured
wares. This meant having the right connectionsthrworld of the for-

mer Templars, connections often came in the forneldé families that

served to assist the remnant Templars and bendfived the role played

behind the scenes. Both the Templar version ofcpirand the non-

Templar version of piracy depended on hidden gaasdi The institu-

tion of piracy was allowed to exist by the varicstates and kingdoms
as long as it could be officially denied and it yidied a benefit to the
monarch who had domain over the pirate's home port.

MEDIEVAL PIRACY

Pirates often enjoyed the lackadaisical approachthef various mon-
archs. Well before becoming the ruler of the highss England had one
of the poorest defense forces. Dutch, Flemish, Braton pirates raided
the English Channel from the twelfth through thetestnth centuries,
simply because it was frequently easy to do. Timg kivould benefit lit-
tle by wasting resources to protect the goods othaats.

Prior to the arrest and prosecution of the Templaer, Henry IlI
ignored the piracy the various French states ieficupon English
merchants. English pirates were given carte blanche to pluariti¢hey
would offer a share in the spoils to their corrappnarch. This pattern
repeated itself in the American colonies centuiser when governors
turned not a blind eye but a greedy eye on theitprofiade by pirates.
A share in the spoils was usually enough to busnelecy.

Edward |, the successor to Henry lll, attemptedattack pirate
bases by land, as England had no real navy atitte He was alter-
nately at war against the Welsh and the Scots, edwsidered English
merchants easy targets. Failing in his attemptigbtfa war against the
pirates by land, Edward | instituted the practideissuing marques, or
letters of reprisal. Such letters granted a mercbashipmaster the
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right to attack the pirates or their home porttié tmerchant or ship-
per could claim to have suffered a loss at thetgstzhand$.Other ports
would then have their monarchs issue the same tfpeocuments,
which allowed them to plunder an English port sHotlley be the vic-
tims of an English pirate.

Edward's lack of ability to rule the seas was meadcby his inepti-
tude at ruling on land. His interference in the assr of bloody politics
that was Scotland led to many wars. The wars ag&ostland and the
lack of centralized order in England would allowosand to flourish
as a pirate haven.

THE TEMPLARS AND SCOTLAND

A simple act would serve as the catalyst for newvstility between
England and Scotland. Alexander IlI, the Scottishgk had preserved
neutrality, but in 1284 he was killed—not in battlut from falling off
his horse after a night of partying. Six guardiavere appointed to ease
the successorship, and for a brief time these gamsdruled Scotland.
But Edward | of England exercised his right to ck®mavho would suc-
ceed Alexander. Of the handful of claimants to 8ewttish throne, the
leading candidate was John Baliol, who was supgobie the powerful
Comyn family. The other main candidate was Robke Bruce, who
had the support of his counttfdward's court picked Baliol.

When Baliol and the Comyns would not back Edwardiniternal
conflicts, Robert would support Edward, which gaRobert the
opportunity to reclaim his lands from Baliol ancetl@omyns. After the
Wallace Revolt, Scotland was controlled by the nwirate of Bishop
William Lamberton of St. Andrew's, Robert the Brucand John
Comyn. On February 10, 1306, Robert somehow managedjet
Comyn to meet him at the Church of the Greyfrians Dumfries.
While neither side trusted the other, the hallowsahctuary made
Comyn assume he was safe from violence. He wasgaron

Robert the Bruce eliminated Comyn in the churchshgbbing him
and leaving him to die on the stone floor. Themsaveral versions of
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what transpired, but it is very likely that the aaft was spontaneous.
When Robert ran from the church and told his comfes what he
had done, the man ran into the church. Seeing Coalygady in the
care of the friars, the confederate rushed to treunded man and
stabbed him again until he was sure Comyn was deabert then had
himself sworn in as king by Bishop Lamberton in thiebey Church at
Scone.

Despite the official coronation, both England arfie tCatholic
Church made sure that Robert the Bruce would nk¢ & throne. For
several years he was an outlaw king, pursued liysEdward, who died
in the campaign against Robert, and then by Edwesdh, Edward II.
Robert spent the early years of his reign livingcaves and traveling in
disguise. He was not only outlawed by the king afjland, he was also
excommunicated by the pope.

Robert's exile did not last forever. His salvatioas realized at the
Battle of Bannockburn, but events that took plaesdneds of miles
away from the battlefield helped tip the scaleshia favor. The same
papacy that made Robert an outlaw of the only iaffigeligion in
Europe had also declared the Knights Templar toobdaws. The
Templar fleet and the remnant organization that aged to escape
from La Rochelle in the nick of time found refuge Scotland. The
St. Clair family of France, a powerful force behitite Templars, had
most likely negotiated an alliance with Robert tigb its Scottish side
of the family, the Sinclairs.

The French had probably been arming Robert sinc&0 1By
smuggling arms into Ireland and then into ScotlaAt.this point they
smuggled an entire army to aid Robert. While thstdny of Scotland
both before and after Robert the Bruce is riddldth wne defeat after
another at the hands of much more organized anderksjuipped
armies, the Battle of Bannockburn was the exceptionthis historic
battle, which was contested on June 24, 1314, aedaday to the
Templar knights, the battle at first seemed to gdl for Edward's army.
He had at his disposal twenty thousand soldiers #mde thousand
knights on horseback, who fought against a forss tean half their



Brothers to Pirates and Corsairs 37

size. But just when victory seemed at hand, a freshtingent of
knights came charging from the rear of the Scotfisite to soundly
and spectacularly beat Edward's troops. The remKanghts Templar
led Scotland to victory over the English army, whimade Scotland
independent of its overlord.

An elite group that was at the core of the Knightsmplar existed
in France and Scotland prior to the arrests, amy ttemained united
afterward. At the heart of this group was the fgmiff St. Clair. In
Europe they started as part of the Norse wave oafquerors that
changed the face of the continent. The St. Clains their Norse coun-
trymen were called Normans, and they settled intheon France,
where the king handed over great amounts of landexohange for
being allowed to keep the rest. Under Wiliam thenQueror, the
Normans successfully invaded England.This resultechembers of the
St. Clair family being granted tracts of land ingtand and Scotland.
The St. Clair branch eventually changed its name the more
Anglicized Sinclair, but the family connections Fkmance, Scotland, and
even to a degree in their Norse homeland remaimtedti

The St. Clair/Sinclair family became a very strgmgsence in the
politics of both France and Scotland. Although thaeferred a sec-
ondary role in the public eye, they often contrdllithe politics from
behind the scenes. The loyalty of a strong militalgs one component
of their power.

After Bannockburn, Henry Sinclair, a descendanthef French noble
St. Clair family, organized the remnant Templar® imilitary units and
guilds. They would become the integral force of pisver base, and he
in turn would become their guardian. In 1320 Simkesigned a letter
to Pope John XXII asserting the independence otl&uwb This was a
uniqgue document in the history of the world, prédatthe American
Declaration of Independence by more than four aexguWhile Sinclair
never played the leading role, he ruled quietlynfrbehind the scenes,
and the remnant Templars were his "big stick." Theguld remain
united, and cemented their loyalty to their bentiac



38 Piracy: A Merry and a Short Life

THE GUILD AND THE LODGE

In times of peace the ex-Templars used their sk#lanasons, carpenters,
bridge builders, and merchants. The guild brougigether members of
a single trade. As the guilds became specialiZeel, Tiemplars who had
been seamen under the Templar flag now organizesd angroup that

manned the Sinclair fleet, which was among theelsiran Europe. The

sea remained a gateway to riches, often more sartiilent times. A fleet

needed merchants, and the merchants themselvesalgererganized in

guilds, which were the models for later companies.

The concept of guilds was originated by merchamis eraftsmen.
Their work often included secretive operationstresy had to deal with
the prying eyes of the tax man, the competitionotifer guilds in the
same craft, and even the Catholic Church. The @hurad declared
that a person who bought something with the intentdf selling it at
a higher price was cast out of "God's Temfl&8wns were actually cre-
ated by the guilds to employ workers in the manuf@tcg process and
for the purpose of meeting to buy and sell theiresaln modern ltaly,
the guild system and its secrecy prevail. Some soanm still dominated
by one industry, and workers in that industry wilveal absolutely no
information to an outsider.

Guilds grew into larger merchant "companies" li@zhsto sell
goods abroad. Because Scotland and Europe expardetl shipown-
ers would transport the merchants who wanted tayctre products
to continental Europe. In this less-than-golden azfe freebooting,
pirates attacked ships even for such mundane cargdeerefore, mer-
chants needed a strong ship or fleet of ships tagate the pirate-
infested waters. The Templars, inheritors of a tamji organization,
provided the strength.

Post-Bannockburn, the seas of commerce were agythint con-
ducive to trade. The Dutch pirates would attack theglish wool
fleet—and often under letters of marque issuedhigirtown country.
The English king Edward 1l had temporarily stoppeduing such pri-
vateering papers, instead opting not to patroBattish shores.
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Unrestricted piracy against Scotland grew, butaitl ihe effect of mak-
ing the illegal business more lucrative. Privateansl pirates from the
Low Countries, from the Hanseatic League, from Eearand from the

Channel Islands now regularly attacked English shBecause the rela-
tions between Scotland and England were at bestetethe Low

Countries could also be counted on to provide amifitequipment and
food to Scotland, an act that the Scots regardedeasssary trade and
the English considered smuggling.

The history of Scotland is murky at this time, andval history
even more so, as it was in no one's interest tordepiracy. The fleet
of Sinclair in the post-Bannockburn years is knotenhave been one
of Europe's greatest; Sinclair had at his commaratenships than
Edward Il of England. The same irregular coast amdimerable island
hideouts had protected and hidden ships for husdaddyears before
the reign of Edward Il, and it continued to do so fhundreds of years
after. In 1919 the German fleet was scuttled ap&daow in the north-
ern islands rather than surrender from its hiditage.

The Sinclair fleet underwent a major change in trears after
Bannockburn. Sinclair ships had been built like sthoof their Norse
relations, in the thin, overlapping oak-plankedlestyhat made them
light and flexible. But Sinclair now had to react the heavier style of
ship being built in England. He built a castle iirkall, in the north-
ern islands, imported the necessary lumber, andt thicker-planked
warships to accompany his Orkney galley ships.

The fleet of the Sinclairs was now so strong thatvas used to
defend possessions of the king of Norway, who hauah smaller fleet
that was "too weak to defend her own coasts aggimates.® At this
time Stockholm had been seized by a pirate naviecathe Victual
Brothers, or the Victualleurs. They soon raided Mwrwegian coast and
sacked the city of Bergen.

The Templars who had come to Scotland to the ptiotecof
Robert the Bruce and Henry Sinclair found employmeboard
Sinclair's neo-Templar fleet. They also served hairt military tradition
in newly formed land fighting units—and for the saplite masters.
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THE RELIGIOUS WARS

The backlash against the wealth and power of théaalle Church had
started long before Martin Luther. In France theh@a movement was
a desire to return to a "pure" Christianity not tobsted by indolent
priests and avaricious bishops. The Church quickbwved to stamp out
the heresy and sent Saint Bernard, the Templarope, to investigate
the Cathar sect. He discovered the movement toabged than the
Church thought, and he also believed it to be atrdsistian example
of living. The Church disregarded his report andt<®mon de Montfort
of Leicester, England, to lead an army against them

The viciousness of the war may be evidence of hav severe
Rome regarded the threat. At Beziers the papaltdegas asked how
to recognize the Cathari. He responded, "Kill thaltp God will know
his own.” Simon de Montfort was brutality personified, bumgimany
at the stake and blinding or cutting off the noséshose he allowed to
live.

The order of the Knights Templar, sworn to obeyyotile pope,
was not only visibly absent in the war against @shari; in some cases
members fought on the side of the heretics agaiRsime. At
Montsegur sixty knights served against the papalyaiThe Cathari, like
the ex-Templars in the next century and the Freensmshereafter, had
secret signs and words to recognize their membaftsen the knights
arrived in Cathar territory the password was "Haumu brought the
hatchets?"The answer was "We have eleven, frestihedh” Montsegur
would end in defeat for the Cathari, but the ardgirie sentiment sim-
ply went underground.

The Templar organization had less than a centurguivive until
Rome would turn against it. The Templars may haae more than
ample reason to harbor anti-Church sentiments, th#tse would
remain underground from the time of the battle ainkdegur until the
Templar persecutions.

The Reformation that would thrive in Germany andit&sviand
as a reaction to the all-powerful Catholic Churaswased on religion,
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but the bitterness of the hundreds of years ofltiiisition, merciless
taxation, and numerous wars against any non-Catlpdlople played a
role. The Reformation also divided the former Teangtnights on both
political and religious grounds.

As the Reformation took hold in Scotland, the aré@di core
Templar group remained Catholic, including the &imcfamily, which
was described as ardently Catholic and suffere@ assult. In France,
where the church and state had persecuted the &mmghle most, for-
mer seaport stronghold La Rochelle would beconmies hany French
ports, Huguenot—that is, Protestant. The religiovss pitted brother
against brother, as did any civil war.

The Freemasons, the surviving ex-Templars, wouldaie under-
ground, the lodge system not yet in its officiabgpl1717) period. The
symbols of the anti-Rome movement among the Cathadi the sym-
bol of the French Protestants in the north of Feamere often shared.
The dove (the symbol of personal enlightenmentg #ight-pointed
cross, and the hatchet would grace the apparel esuipment of
Huguenots and Freemasons. The wars also divideéxfieemplars and
Masons along political lines, placing members af ttescendant orders
on both sides. The English king Edward Il managedit his country
against Catholic France in what would become knasnthe Hundred
Years War. Some of the original founding Templanifees acted for the
Catholic side. The Scottish-French alliance credigdthe family con-
nections behind the Templars set the ex-Templadstheir heirs along-
side the French in fighting England. But not all-®emplars were
seagoing warriors. On land the Scots Guard becdmeirtheritors of
the Templar tradition.

In 1445, one hundred years after the Templars \abaished and
the French Templars fled to Scotland, the neo-Tem@kots Guard, or
the Compagnie des Gendarmes Ecossis, returnedat@d-ito intervene
in French military adventures. The "auld alliancegnewed by the
Robert the Bruce—Sinclair power base brought Sodtleo war on the
Continent. The Templar descendants often took tmes of the men
to whom they pledged themselves in feudal Scotlbatigenerations
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later they often kept their language and their ipatr leanings to their
homeland. In France they were organized under Rrarames. They
were paid in livres toumois. And their officers andmmanders were
often invited into a new knighthood, the Order afrs Michael.

When the French dauphin was ready to flee Cathetence and
allow the victory of newly Protestant England, iasvJoan of Arc who
intervened. A vanguard of Scottish soldiers helpedn's armies reverse
the tide in one spectacular victory after anothiEne Scots Guard, a
neo-Templar organization, would become the Kingsa@ and the
King's Bodyguard, and play important roles in batilitary and state
affairs for almost another two hundred years.

The Hundred Years War was a particularly diffictithe in Europe,
and England may have never seen a century of sawledsness. On
land petty thefts were innumerable; on the seazcpireigned. Bribery
secured judges and juries alike, and the ever-ptet®x collectors'
palms could be greased. Greed was the most signifiorce, and even
poets like Chaucer, who once denounced greed, nastiped it?

The effect of the avarice was widespread povertg anonomic
disruption. In England the fourteenth century endeith a massive
rebellion that would go down in history as Wat TideRevolt.

Wat Tyler was actually Walter the Tyler, a Masoniame derived
from the French word tailleur, meaning "one whoscutach lodge of
Freemasons had an appointed tyler, and unlike #iertwho cuts
clothes, the tyler was designated to guard the datr a sword. While
it is often claimed that mob violence is spontarsgdinston Churchill
in his Birth of Britain and author Barbara Tuchmagree that beneath
the mob violence was organization. By whom? Thewansis obvious
according to some, as "no single group sufferedel®scomparable to
those inflicted over the next few days on the Ktgghospitallers, who
seemed to be on an especially aggressive hit fishe rebel leaders’"
Three generations after the Templars had beeniaficdissolved, they
was still taking revenge on their rival order.

The Crusades were over, yet the Templars remainfca both in
the public eye and underground. History recordsatttéevements of
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the military units such as the Scots Guard, butohjsleaves uncovered
the role of the ex-Templars in various forms, framerchants and
craftsmen to pirates. And the Templars were not ¢néy order to

engage in piracy, although they were the only otdewse the skull and
crossbones as their battle flag.

RIVAL ORDERS AS PIRATES

The main rivals of the former Templars, the KnigbfsMalta and the
Teutonic Knights, also turned to piracy to finanteir orders. In the
period just after the Battle of Bannockburn, wherot8sh and English
pirates ravaged the wool trade, the Hanseatic leaguned to the
Teutonic Knights to protect its shipping. The ersayf Henry VI of
England who were sent to meet with the order's dyramaster to dis-
cuss a truce were actually captured by Hanseatatgs. England then
turned to the Knights of Rhodes, later the KnighfsMalta, as they
were known to provide assistance with negotiatiabddly, two orders
that had faced a common enemy during the Crusades wow ene-
mies with each other.

The Knights of Rhodes had been organized by metshfmom
Amalfi.The order was created before the Knights plamwith the goal
of providing medical assistance to the crusadinggtts and the pil-
grims in the Holy Lands. The Knights of Rhodes tfidedicated its
order to Saint John and was called the Order ofHbspital of Saint
John, or the Hospitallers. After the fall of Jedesa they went to
Cyprus. In 1306 the master of the order, Foulquegilret, who had
been the knights' first admiral, joined forces wéhGenoese adventurer.
With their combined fleet they captured the islafdRhodes. The tiny
island that had served as a nest for Greek, Italianl Saracen pirates
became the order's privateer base. But the ordérlittle to do now
that Jerusalem was lost. It protected Christiarpgihg and attacked
Muslim shipping°

The Knights of Rhodes developed a distinctive stlewarfare at
sea, using grappling hooks and powerful soldietsedk together ships
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and immediately board them, pirate-style. Littldtéethan pirates, they
launched an attack on Cairo. The first stop wasAlexandria, where
twenty thousand men, women, and children were ckibbefore the con-
quest erupted into an orgy of pillage and rip#lany of the military
contingents refused to go any farther because ¢mggyed the spoils of
war and "some Brethren turned piratg."

From Rhodes the Hospitallers continued to harassliMushippers
until three successive sieges by the Turks dislddipe knights. They
then moved from port to port operating as pirategeneto the point
of allowing the "brethren" to share in the bootg. the sixteenth cen-
tury the Hospitallers resumed their naval operatifnrom Malta. They
harassed Islamic shippers. They were at war, ghair eyes the piracy
was just privateering.

The Knights of Malta was very close to the varioagion-states of
Italy, and was often allied with other states teorgaut raids. Members
became known as corso, a word that later was Amgticto corsair, or
pirate. Their sea caravans enriched the order grospoglio (prize
money) obtained in the sale of the goods they cagdtuincluding
slaves, and through ransoming captives.

Both the underground Knights Templar and the legite Knights
of Malta continued their piracy on the high seasl aven in the
Americas. It is surprising that the role of theséigious military orders
in the French settlements of the Americas largetyains secret.

THE KNIGHTS IN AMERICA

The Knights of Malta, which is active today, wadluential in the set-
tlement of Canada, in early colonization of the N&world, and even
in the American Revolution. In 1632 a knight of Kkéal Commander
Isaac de Razilly, organized the expedition to Aaadind Quebec.
History records Samuel de Champlain as one of #rdiest explorers
but pays little attention to his top lieutenantsarbtAntoine Brasdefer
de Chateaufort and Charles-Jacques Huault de Magmyna After
Champlain's death, Chateaufort and then Montmagnied as gover-
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nor of New France. Other French-Canadian knightaldvaalso play
significant roles in the early history of Canada.

The counterpart of the Knights of Malta in Francaswthe Order
of Saint-Sulpice. Founded by the Abbe Jacques Offex order invited
wealthy patrons to form another group, the SocietyNotre Dame,
which would in turn become the founding SeigneufsMwontreal in
Canada. Serving the same role as the Cisterciangelation to the
Knights Templar, the Order of Saint-Sulpice at smplayed a very
powerful behind-the-scenes role in internationafaies. Unhampered
by the vow of poverty, the order grew in wealth grmwver. Many of
Montreal's streets, named for luminaries of thep®idns, remind citi-
zens of the order's key position. In the 1660s, rwhege overlords of
Montreal, the so-called One Hundred Associatesyquothemselves to
be absentee landlords inclined to tax the city, $wdpicians had them
expelled and took over the governance of Montrdal. their credit,
their wealth has been committed to good works, tned order remains
as wealthy today as it was three centuries agd-ramce the order also
remains wealthy, powerful, and able to play a pmlitrole from back-
stage.

The Knights of Malta also colonized the Caribbeangluding
Tortuga, Saint Croix, and Saint Barthelemy—islanidat later passed
into the ownership of the French West India Company

Another knight, Admiral Francois-Joseph-Paul de SGea delivered
the coup de grace to the British at Yorktown. Hesef arrived from the
Caribbean just in time to trap Cornwallis and thati€h army, who
were in full retreat. The British, waiting for réimcements and supplies
that would never arrive, surrendered to George \Wgsbn and ended
the war. The admiral was a Knight of Malta, and lbarned his sea-
manship skills under the tutelage of the order.tl@f French ships that
battled the British, several were commanded by neembof the
Knights of Malta, including Admiral de Grasse's thi#escadron at
Chesapeake Bay, Jean-Louis-Charles de Coriolipiti&ssse.

After the war fourteen of the twenty elite Knighté Malta who
fought for the American cause became members ddticéety of the
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Cincinnati, a closed group formed by George Wadbimdgor his offi-
cers™ Despite criticism that the order was a versionEofopean aris-
tocracy, membership was limited to a handful anturis membership
required that an individual be a descendant of albee of the found-
ing group.

The French Revolution and the subsequent NapoleWdcs saw
the Knights of Malta defeated in battle. Napoleeizad the home base
of Malta in 1789 because the French knights hadighed Louis XVI,
his rival, with funding. The Russian czar Paul feoéd the knights
refuge and asked them to create a new order thatdwanswer to him.
Napoleon immediately ended the order's income fitamFrench prop-
erty and evicted the knights, forcing them into det sojourn in
Russia. In 1834 the order moved again to Rome amdecunder papal
protection. The pope restored the office of graradter in 1879.

The order slowly rebuilt itself in the twentiethntery. The Knights
of Malta order survived and grew to the point tlitabecame a very
powerful, albeit secretive, force in modern worldlifics. In 1921 it had
two hundred knights and 1,800 members of all gratiéBoday the
group is headquartered at Palazzo Malta on theCamndotti in Rome,
and it has a worldwide network of nine thousandgkts and thousands
more lower-grade membels.1t is the most elite of the Catholic
orders, and although it remains behind the sceihdsas great power.
While the Knights of Malta does not own any propesutside Rome,
the order is recognized as a sovereign state, aenlith its own pass-
ports and stamps.

The European press often regards the order asdabogyls' club for
aristocrats, but it is actually active on severahtments in both chari-
table works and political action. In the United t8& a branch of the
Sovereign Military Order of Malta (SMOM) was staftten 1927, under
the leadership of New York's Cardinal Spellman.c8iits founding, the
group has included the likes of Joseph KennedyeplosGrace of W R.
Grace, and presidents of companies such as Gekttdrs and U.S.
Steel. The SMOM has an influence in politics and laken activist
roles from its earliest days, starting with opposito the New Deal of
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Roosevelt. In post-World War Il politics the grobps always leaned to
the right, sometimes to the extreme. In supporting right wing the
SMOM has not shied away even from assisting Nazi w@minals.
After World War Il the order granted its highestnbo to German army
general Reinhard Gehlen, which might sound shocking is nonethe-
less in line with supporting a monarchist agenddthcugh the
Sovereign Military Order of Malta does nothing tmén its existence or
membership and does little to disguise its rightgvipolitical agenda,
it receives almost no recognition in post-Crusdus®ry texts.

The rival order of the Knights Templar, however,aismuch more
secretive entity. Because it is forced to stay ugpabeind, the order goes
to great lengths to conceal its existence and meshipeand to disguise
its activities. Nevertheless, it has survived.

The Americas presented great opportunity to theneath Templar
factions. For many of the rank and file, the newdk represented a
place to survive the religious wars and start a fifaw Jacobin Catholics
from Scotland, Huguenots and Catholics from Fraraoe] various dis-
senters from England found peace and brotherhoodhén Americas.
And the wealthy who had found power in the changiegdal hierar-
chy of the old order also found new types of powethe Americas. A
handful of these people pulled the strings and yagothe fruits of
criminal activity from their secret positions.



Chapter 3
UNDER A BLACK FLAG

Execution by hanging was a gruesome affair in thgsdaf Captain
Kidd, and for the convicted pirate there was noriey@. In the
city in which Kidd had lived while attempting to csge his privateer-
ing commission, he undoubtedly passed the execwomk at Wapping
numerous times. Had he ever thought his own neahtménd up in a
noose?

Public executions were fascinating to the peoplesef¥enteenth-
and eighteenth-century England. In order to have dpportunity to
see the law exercise its ultimate power over mhaa,power to take life,
people would flock in from all over London. The poarrived on foot
and the wealthy by carriage to see the wretcheddpler their lives.
No pains were taken to spare the public the crustersd the death
penalty. A particularly barbaric highlight was hagi the executioner,
most likely a large specimen of a man, actuallyrycéine condemned up
a ladder to the noose. There the hooded figure dvpldce the neck of
the condemned in the noose. The victim might beergian opportu-
nity to speak his last words, to plead for his,life to ask forgiveness.
Or he might simply have the rope tightened arouisl reck and be
dropped to his death.

If he was lucky, the convicted felon's neck wouldedk immedi-
ately and he would be spared the horror of sufferin slow choking
demise. If the convicted was able to manage itpight tip his execu-
tioner beforehand, ensuring that the executioneuldvause a longer
rope and thus hasten the death. If the condemmumizxt dave any
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money, he might have family or friends present vdoald rush in to
pull on his hanging legs so that his suffering wdoaihd faster.

In all, hanging was wonderful entertainment. At Tyt the weekly
hangings drew two hundred thousand spectators. Tewyld gather
the night before outside Newgate Prison to drinknag, and fornicate
in the streets. In the morning the crowd followé tcondemned in a
parade through the streets of London, all the whiteering or jeering
at the unfortunate criminals. The wealthy would pgs/ much as ten
pounds sterling to sit ringside and eat and drinking) the execution.
This event, which might be the ancestor of the modeailgate party,
was so popular it became known as the Tyburn Bail, the rulers made
a very unpopular decision in finally ending suctectpcles in the mid-
nineteenth century.

A pirate could expect treatment worse than thatthef common
criminal. On occasion the executioner quickly cutwd the hanging
pirate and disemboweled him while he was still @litdis entrails would
be burned before his eyes, and if he survived amgdr, he could be
drawn and quartered. Women were spared from tliecency because
they were considered the "fair" sex. Instead theyevburned to death.

On Friday, May 23, 1701, it was William Kidd's tuto provide the
entertainment; the stairs at Wapping would be téxe of justice. The
body could be displayed for all those who travetbd Thames to see.
Kidd had no plans to repent and no plans to asknfercy. To the end
he told all who would listen that he was a pawn vedalthy men.
Members of the elite ruling class on both sideshaf Atlantic had out-
fitted his ship and helped him get a commissiordy &mey were due a
share in his gains. But none of his wealthy backeas called before the
judge. None of his elite partners stood before gkecutioner. All were
at home in landed estates, breathing a sigh oéfrédiat they would not
be tarnished by their role in Kidd's crinfes.

Kidd himself was once a man of property, an owrfereal estate on
what would become the financial capital of the woklVall Street. He was
not a career criminal, although he was certainly without blame. He
simply thought his ties to the men who pulled ttiangs of colonial
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New York government allowed him to get away with rdar. But the
political tide had turned. Piracy against the Muslirading partners of
the East India Company caused trouble for many Wwho been share-
holders. While Kidd plied the seas for booty, a powlay in London put
the interests of the East India Company above tludsether would-be
adventurers. Pressure was applied to those whodred. Kidd was the
scapegoat. The ties he relied on to protect hireats cut him loose. To
his surprise, Kidd was separated from those who naisgioned him.
Now a convicted pirate, Kidd was at the dock in \Mag.

Those who came for a show were not disappointedd Karrived
drunk and unrepentant. His last words were a speggtinst the liars
who testified against him. He was carried to thegmaan's noose and
dropped. The rope broke. Dazed by the fall butl siive, Kidd was
quickly carried up the ladder again by his exeagio This time the fall
killed him.

The legend of Captain Kidd has grown out of prapartwith its real-
ity. Kidd was no swashbuckler; he was a businessmasuing wealth
in the fashion of the day.

New York City in the 1690s could be equated witk WWild West.
The governor, Benjamin Fletcher, was appointed ffiweo by the mili-
tary. He arrived in New York in August 1692. As ittafg a fat, greedy,
minor tyrant, Fletcher attained his wealth by beiogrrupt. He con-
trolled the exchange of real estate, and real eestas the first source of
wealth in the colony. In a short period of timeizghs understood that
to favor the governor with a bribe earned themfhigr. Fletcher allied
himself with Stephen van Cortlandt, William Nicolend Frederick
Philipse by giving them large pieces of land.

Fletcher soon turned his attention to another dppdy. In 1696
England passed the first of a series of ill-conegitaws limiting the
colonies' ability to engage in commerce. Defyinghslaws built some
of America's greatest fortunes and started a toadibf giving the
wealthy the right to be above the law. Smugglingckjy became an
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accepted way to earning a living. With the Europeanntries at war
and all shipping in danger of encountering an enesmyuggling was
scarcely more dangerous than honest shipping.

Pirates and smugglers were always at risk whenidgnith a foreign
port. Their cargoes were subject to seizure andpihgtes and smug-
glers were subject to arrest. Governor Fletchevigenl a safe haven for
all who were willing to pay his personal tax. THisbery greased the
wheel of commerce, and New Yorkers were able toimgbrted goods
from anywhere in the world. Local shops in the dnpalrt city offered
goods from exotic places around the world. Itemshsas teak furni-
ture, Oriental carpets, and Madeira wine could benél beside the
simple homespun goods of colonial New York. Curienof European
and Asian countries were exchanged by the Englidlitch, French,
Jewish, Irish, and Scottish settlers in the cithjoln was already a melt-
ing pot. Elsewhere the British, French, and Dutcansof-war preyed
on the smuggler and legitimate shipper alike; irvNéork City, all who
paid Fletcher's fees were safe.

Fletcher, who "undertook to mine all the known eeinf guberna-
torial graft, and to stake claims on some new SAdmcked all forms of
crime at sea. Fletcher found a way to profit frdiraapects of pirate com-
merce. The pirate captains dined at his table whidédr crews swaggered
around town spending their ill-gotten money. Theatgi Edward Taylor
is on record as having paid Fletcher £1,700 tollmsvad to land in New
York City and sell his wares. (In modern purchasimgwer, £1,700
would be about $250,000.) The privateer who appt®d-letcher for a
commission to attack enemy shipping would thenchttanything he
could defeat. Such a commission could be procumrdfife hundred
pounds; the pirate John Hoar is on record as havight one of these
commissions. The merchants who supplied New Yathégps with exotic
goods bought from pirates and often had a stakigein voyages as well.

An example of Fletcher's liberal interpretation la§ powers is in
his relationship with Thomas Tew. The legendaryatgirwas from an
English Quaker family that had settled in Rhodardl His history has
not been recorded before his arrival in Bermudanaggling capital,
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in 1692. According to sources, Tew was already ched by piracy.
There he bought a share of a ship called the Amity gold he car-
ried in his pockets. Other shareholders were Thomdad, Richard

Gilbert, John Dickinson, and William Outerbridgehavwas a member
of the governor's council. Tew received a privategrcommission from
Governor Ritchier and headed for French West Africaattack slave
ships. On the way, Tew "turned pirate," with theckdiag of his crew.

They headed for the Red Sea and attacked Arab eslsigpefore settling
in the kingdom of pirates, Madagascar. After seva@ventures, Tew
returned home. He sold his Indian textiles in Newrky City and then
headed to Newport, sent for his partners, and di/ithe spoils—some
of which was buried near Newport and the rest istBo.

Tew's Bermuda backers reportedly received fourtderes their
investmenf. Tew's share amounted to eight thousand poundsjgéno
to provide a high-style retirement. For a while Téwok part in the
good life in Rhode Island, untainted by the sammes that would see
Kidd hanged. But the governor of Massachusetts ederliew another
privateering commission, so he applied to the gowerof Rhode
Island and for five hundred pounds received hiepap

The first order of business was sailing to New Yadokmeet with
the Philipse family. Frederick Philipse was the esgeenth-century
equivalent of a venture capitalist. He provided #muipment needed
for a pirate voyage, and in turn was entitled tehare of the gains. His
only risk was monetary and he hedged his bets bkinganumerous
investments. Those who came to him risked life diberty. With
Frederick Philipse's backing, Tew outfitted his et pirate expedition,
one that would immensely benefit his patron.

Tew's second adventure found him capturing shipsthef Great
Moghul and keeping one hundred unmarried girls &l was treasure.
After a sojourn in Madagascar, Tew and his crewdbdahome again for
the quiet life. This time his treasure was saicbéomore than a hundred
thousand pounds. Philipse, who risked only monay,cémparison to
the pirates who risked their lives, would earn méhan a hundred
thousand pounds backing numerous voyages.
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Tew's weakness was that he could not retire. Hglgoanother pri-
vateering commission, this time from the new gowerrof Rhode
Island, John Easton, who refused. Tew then appliedGovernor
Fletcher of New York. Fletcher knew that Tew waswvall-known sea
rover, but felt justified in commissioning him taisagainst the French.
When later defending his actions, Fletcher clairheddid not know of
Tew's reputation, but that the "stranger" had pdainrto attack the
French at the mouth of the Canada River. Such casianis against
the French were nothing unusual. But Tew saw tluatson differently.

Tew outfitted his ship and then sailed between N€éwrk and
Boston recruiting fellow pirates and adventurers ffiis fleet. Fletcher
claimed the commission was for attacking the FremchCanada, but
Tew openly acknowledged there was more money tgdieed in the
Indian Ocean and that this area was his destination

Thomas Tew made his final voyage to the Indian @ceehere he
reportedly had some early success against Indediing ships. But he
may have pushed his luck. He was never again seldaw England.

On occasion, Fletcher had to make a token chargestga pirate
or smuggler to confuse his enemies. In 1694 heede# ship that had
returned from a Caribbean voyage. The ship was dwnepart by one
of New York's wealthiest men, Robert Livingstonvibigston not only
beat the charges, but also sought a way to gedfrieletcher at the same
time. It would take four years and the efforts wbtpartners. It was into
this early version of the "world trade center” tBaiptain Kidd sailed.

THE WORLD OF CAPTAIN KIDD

Born in Greenock, Scotland, in 1645, William Kiddintbed up the
career ranks as a seaman and finally a captairtlaBdowas pirate cen-
tral after the Templar fleet had sought shelterehmenturies before, and
the country, along with Ireland, would be regardeda pirate haven for
another two centuries. Before the so-called Goldege of Piracy,
pirates were more likely to be found capturing shipaded with wool
or fish—but certainly not capturing thepafish treasure fleet,
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plundering the ports of the Golden Main, or chasthg fleet of the
Moghul of India. But piracy, like smuggling, wadidng.

As Templar soldiers and their descendants remainetthe military
service as mercenaries, Templar sailors and thedcehdants spawned a
culture of both legal privateering and illegal giya In the seventeenth
century, many Scottish seamen were commissioneddtile Dutch
attackers who preyed on English and Scottish shgppand fishing.
Later, after one more attempt to attain indepenele@cottish Jacobites
swelled the ranks of the pirates in Europe andQhebbean. It is little
wonder that the best pirate literature was alsowspd in Scotland;
Robert Louis Stevenson wrote the classic Treasland and fellow Scot
J. M. Barrie wrote Peter Pan.

Participation in piracy and smuggling was a frequeccurrence in
Scotland, despite laws that called for the highmstalties against these
offenses. The laws were only sporadically enforaad convictions were
nearly impossible to achieve. An underground sgcpevailed; it was
not necessarily hereditary, but it was so prevateat it was not threat-
ened by a justice system. From the days of the Tanagemise until the
eighteenth century, the lodges of men dedicatea tepecific craft or
occupation enforced their own codes and often ésexic power that
reached to the highest levels of government. Tigeslds of lawyers, sea
captains, craftsmen, and soldiers were individuallsc or lodges in
Masonic parlance, that operated independently geis&ed one another
in ways that those outside the brotherhood wouletnsuspect.

Freemasonry was not yet public. Before 1717 it waly a secret
society in which it was a violation of oath to atirmembership or dis-
cuss anything that went on in a Masonic meetingm#&jor event took
place less than twenty years later, when four ofl&md's lodges met at
the Apple Tree Tavern in Covent Garden in Londorfaion the Grand
Lodge. Shortly afterward the Irish, French, and tglo lodges emerged
as public societies. There is no satisfactory neasby Masonry came
out of the closet, but the most plausible explamais that the distrust
those in power had for the secret organizationo@aged the orders
to reveal themselves. Scotland's Masons hid awaktrground of
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smugglers, pirates, and revolutionaries. Rathen thsk being accused
of plotting against the king of England, the Engli®dges welcomed
royalty and toasted the health of their kings angeems. Scottish
Masonry was the preserve of such people as AndreamsBy, the tutor
of Bonnie Prince Charlie. Ramsay publicly spoke thie former
Crusaders setting up Masonic lodges upon returrdiogn the wars.
The lodges survived the persecution of the Templaysremaining
underground. And the Bonnie Prince led a revolt ttne Scottish
against their English overlords.

The Scottish version of the Masons had strong ipalitovertones,
while the English version, which had distancedlfit§@m politics, did
not present such a threat. Because of this thtbat, Scottish secret
organization needed to remain underground.

Kidd was a Scotsman and was partnered with fellosotSnan
Livingston, and both men became Masons as wellerA& few short
years, Livingston was very public with his membgysim the guild. His
family is still known as active proponents of theaddns. Kidd, of
course, did not have even a few short years.

The massive immigration of Scots to America and dian was
resented by the earlier colonists. This Scottisivasion” of America was
a direct result of constant war with England, ahdnéreased dramati-
cally after the failure of the Jacobite Rebellidnprejudice against Scots
existed from Massachusetts to Virginia, althoughsthimmigrants still
had a significant role in the formation of the neauntry. In 1776 a
play produced in Philadelphia was dedicated to dLé&tidnaper . . .
Pirates and Buccaneers, and the innumerable clav&acs and Donalds
upon Donalds in America"The dedication was in jest but the senti-
ment was real, and the Scots-as-pirates stereatgsenot helped by the
prominence of Captain Kidd in pirate lore.

In August 1689 Kidd had been on the island of Nemixommand
of a sixteen-gun privateer he had taken from thenélm. Two years
later, in another English expedition, his men—mpog&itmer pirates—
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had left him ashore, and he lost command of a dtaper that year he
received another command to take on the French.

By the time Kidd arrived in New York, his reputatid®iad preceded
him. He helped build the first Trinity Church andught a lot on Wall
Street. William Kidd, man-about-town, then marriedl well-to-do
Dutch widow, Sarah Bradley Cox OGrtlt was his wife's third mar-
riage; in fact, the marriage license was receivest jdays after John
Oort, her second husband, died. Sarah Oort broaghice dowry to
the new marriage, including a house on Wall Streetd another on
Pearl Street. Kidd must have felt that he was athwocatch, and titled
himself "Gentleman" on their application. Oort aKidd lived in the
fashionable part of town, their home complete witinniture and car-
pets that were imported from Asia. Kidd could haeenained simply a
gentleman, but he didn't.

As luck would have it, the acts of piracy committacound the
emerging British empire were bringing complaintsthe ears of King
William [ll. Especially irritating to the court wakhe role that Governor
Fletcher was playing in North America. King Williammet with his
Privy Council and Richard Coote, the Earl of BellmmhThey decided
that Lord Bellomont would be sent to New York tplexze Fletcher as
governor and stamp out the pirate haven he hadecrea

Piracy was a worldwide problem for empire-buildiBgtain. In Asia
the same countries that England was trying to traith were com-
plaining about American pirates attacking theirppimg, and they held
the British responsible. All the legitimate tradasacarried on through a
royal-sponsored monopoly called the British EadtdrCompany.

At the end of the seventeenth century, the BritBhst India
Company was trying to further establish itself isigh The company had
been doing well and had the favor of James Il umil death. With a
royal monopoly, the average dividend was 25 perdenthe last ten
years of the century. But this monopoly inspirecalgesy. Other
European traders, American merchants, and eventegiravere hin-
drances to business. In the new market the Briakt India Company
was trying to develop, it also did not help tha dompany had little
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the customer wanted. It introduced cheap opium, taied to hold its
own against invaders and pirates.

Ironically, in this newly declared war against pyaKidd was
enlisted to fight for the cause of the British. éhvisiting England with
New York's most respected merchant, Robert LivimgstKidd was
introduced to Lord Bellomont, who desired the jobNew York's gov-
ernor. Livingston, Kidd, and Bellomont plotted teetgrid of Fletcher.
For his part in the deal, Kidd was commissionedfigiht against the
pirates.

Pirates sailing out of New York, commissioned byeté&her, fre-
quently attacked the Moghuls' ships. John Hoar algtuattacked the
British East India fleet and captured and burned wompany ships.
Tew's attacks on the Indian fleet caused riotingthe streets. The
account of Henry Every's pirate crew kidnapping awmging Indian
women, some of whom committed suicide rather thabmst, caused
the offices of the East India Company in Surat ¢oattacked by mobs.
Several key employees were imprisoned, where themeived harsh
treatment during the six months of negotiation et the Moghuls
and the British East India Company. Several didsuotive.

Whatever the real intentions of Kidd, LivingstomdaBellomont,
the plan was first to capture the pirate Tew. Kid®kllomont, and
Livingston would be entitled to whatever goods wdeken in the
process.

THE BIRTH OF AN AMERICAN DYNASTY

Robert Livingston built a dynasty as fast as held¢@nd in any way he
could. He was a Scot who had lived in Rotterdam dorttime and
learned the Dutch language. He sailed to Americd6i4. At that time
the Dutch still controlled New York, and the larggmtroonship was
owned by Nicholas Van Rensselaer, who had joinedthen very
wealthy Dutch family through an arranged marriageAtida Schuyler.
Van Rensselaer was the son and namesake of themmarad actually
received the grants of land and built the familyaltke Like many sons
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of ambitious men, Van Rensselaer had no interehénbusiness or his
upstate lands; instead he fancied himself a myste.hired Livingston,
an obvious go-getter, to run his empire.

A trader by profession, Livingston caught on qujckind acquired
the ability to speak the Iroquois language—an bitiany traders didn't
have. He also helped build the Van Rensselaerrfertu

In 1678 Nicholas was only in his early forties, the began aging
rapidly. He took to his sickbed with an illness ttltmuld not be diag-
nosed. One day he decided the end was near aratl dall a servant to
bring a pen and paper for his will. Instead Livitggsappeared. "No, no,
send him away; he's going to marry my widow," criégn Rensselaer,
just before he diefl.If ever a will was composed, it was never found.
But some have suggested that "if you believe a Rensselaer rumor,
still circulated to this day, Nicholas was poisorigd

Nicholas the mystic had been right: Within eightntis Alida and
Robert Livingston were married. Livingston acquireid boss's widow
and became the wealthy man he had designed to leeddiimen he met
Kidd, Livingston was the wealthiest man in New Yorks a Scot,
Livingston was embroiled in the religious wars timaged back home
and that spilled over into the colonies. His refadi in Scotland, the
Earls of Callendar and Linlithgow, had fought ore tlwrong side of
what became the Glorious Revolution. It was a prega time
because of the religious upheaval, and many Scaotd BRrench
Huguenots were forced to leave the country. Theillies did not end
once the immigrants reached America.

In New York the war was between Jacob Leisler dw Gatholics.
In his frantic effort to keep the pope from conlirgd New York, Leisler
seized the city. When Britain later sent a new goee Leisler
attempted to defend New York against him. His rahidti-Catholic
sentiment ended with his trial and that of five fenlerates. The same
evidence admitted in trial freed four and sentent@d to hanging.
Jacob Leisler was hanged on the land where the Mtarhside of the
Brooklyn Bridge would be built.

A bit of jury tampering may have helped the fouronere acquit-
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ted. One of these possible beneficiaries was Refeedanoy. His family
subsequently dropped the last letter of their naanel become the
Delanos.A later alliance through marriage wouldulesn the Delano-
Roosevelt family.

With Leisler out of the way, the power vacuum akmvHuguenot
families such as the Delanoys and their allies amthre Dutch power
base, including Livingston, to prosper. Livingstevas now in prime
position to expand his empire. He traded with whesnehe could and
owned outright or owned shares in several merchhis. One of these
returned 500 percent in one 1694 voyage alone. duutess had its
downside: Through a customs agent of the mayor eiv Nork City,
Livingston was charged with the crime of tradinghahe French. It is
possible that the charge was correct, as not gilineate voyages yielded
such high returns. But the mayor simply wanted areshin the profits.
The case was brought before the grand jury, whdsarman was
William Kidd. It is not known if this case also iolved jury tampering,
but Livingston was spared. Jury chairman Kidd reéu indict.

Kidd and his new friend Livingston went to Englabal increase
their fortunes. The deal that was struck with Ridha&oote, Lord
Bellomont, involved several other figures who movied commercial
and government circles. The list included John Semeéhe Lord
Chancellor; Edward Russell, the Earl of Orford, whas the First Lord
of the Admiralty; Henry Sidney, the Earl of Romnegharles Talbot,
the Duke of Shrewsbury; Edward Harrison, a direatbthe East India
Company; and Richard Blackham, who would later tmprisoned for
bribery and currency manipulation. King William IWas destined to
claim 10 percent of the return in exchange for lisssing of Kidd's
pirate-hunting enterprisg.

Livingston and Kidd were the core partners of tlgeament, and
together they were required to put up six thouspodnds to purchase
and refit a ship named Adventure Galley. This wppreximately one
fifth of the funds needed for the voyage, and imtthe partners would
receive one fifth of the prizes captured and gekéep the ship. The
men who signed on as crew members were on a ntweecno-pay
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contract. This type of contract was used by whaterd pirate ships, and
it stated that if no prizes were obtained, no paguld be given.
Therefore, the inducement to capture somethinggneest.

Kidd and crew were commissioned to capture pirdtgss Their
papers specifically targeted Thomas Tew of Rhodenésand two New
York-based pirates, Thomas Wake and William Maza&. good measure
the commission added any and all pirates, freel®otnd sea rovers.
Commission in hand, Kidd sailed out of London towN&ork. Along
the way he captured a French fishing ship—not matha catch, but
perhaps practice for his new crew.

In New York, Kidd recruited more men for his aduset and
finally started his planned voyage on Septembefl€®6. The destina-
tion was the Indian Ocean, where the large islahdadagascar was
actually a pirate natioh. The onetime French station Fort Dauphin had
become the home base of the pirate Abraham Saminel, was called
King Samuel. The pirate king welcomed other pirateso presented
him with gifts. His kingdom and other pirate strbotds, as well as
slave ports run by merchants with no national iaffdtn, made
Madagascar a truly wild locale.

LIBERTALIA

Saint Mary's was a small island off the coast ofdkgascar where the
pirates formed a democratic nation called Libeastalt may have been
the world's first true democracy, in which each nted an equal vote.
It just happened to be a pirate nation.

Upon reaching the mature age of about thirty, mahyhe pirates
retired to Libertalia. Land was free, exotic Polgiam-African women
were plentiful, and the locals were not hostilearfédtions were started
and trading posts were established. Even thougih @aan might be
able to return to his home port with a small foeumany chose to live
on the island.

It is a mystery just why Kidd sailed into Saint Marif by this time
he did not intend to "go pirate." As a pirate hunte apparently had
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no intention to attack the pirate port; instead lapded, to repair his
ship and recruit new men. But once he landed, liigaton grew
worse. A greater enemy than the English would kttéild's crew: dis-
ease. On the small island in the Indian Ocean, fiftie of the crew suc-
cumbed. Kidd needed to replace even more men thanorginally
intended. He took on new members, all of whom waerest likely
experienced pirates.

The major distinction separating the privateer frone pirate was
a piece of paper. The commission that gave theafmér captain the
right to take certain prizes made his actions legahereas seizing
bounty without such a commission was an offenseishable by hang-
ing. Commissions would occasionally be honored, asoimetimes
would expire because of the end of a war. Unfotelga the privateer
at sea had little way of knowing that hostilitieadhended and that a
truce voided his commission. Another difference weeth privateers
and pirates was the conditions in which they livead worked. On a
privateer ship the captain was chosen by the owderhad to be tough
and able to make difficult decisions, but he alsa ho be intelligent.
The men on both merchant ships and privateer stépsived very lit-
tle pay, were treated as inferior by the owners affiters, and were
subject to physical abuse at the whim of their mrastSuch abuse was
legal, and more men died of being flogged than died battle.
Alexander Falconbridge, a surgeon who served abtiadships of the
Royal African Company, reported that one captaiogded a man to
death for losing an oar. Another captain forced nteneat live cock-
roaches for his entertainment. Falconbridge is eplioextensively for
such cruelties to both seamen and slaves in Hugbhm@k's The Slave
Trade and Patrick Pringle's Jolly Roger, the Goldga of Piracy. The slaves
aboard such ships often were of more value to #mam than his own
crew. The average mortality rate for slaves in H®venteenth century
was 25 percent; it was often as high as 40 pefoetiie crew.

The officers of the British navy treated their ovemews just as
harshly.

It was no wonder that when a pirate ship attackewechant ship,
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the crew was eager to surrender. The pirates ttehtem better. Those
who came aboard were treated as equals. Many werted to join,
some were simply impressed by their lifestyle, allitwere treated bet-
ter. Four hundred years after the Templar fledtRefince, the lodge sys-
tem spawned in Templar preceptories and Cisteroimmasteries was
alive aboard the pirate ships. The ship's rulesevdmtermined by arti-
cles that each man signed. The men voted on suel i a democratic
fashion: one man, one vote. Rules included notntakivomen aboard,
as they could cause friction; not discussing refigias it too could cause
conflict; and spelling out tasks and duties.

On a pirate ship the captain was elected by theeeatew. Like a
privateer captain, he had to be tough and inteitigele had to be well
liked, too, as his crew could simply unelect hinhaf&s were deter-
mined, and the job of the captain and the quartstenavas to ensure
equal shares to all members of the crew.

The crew on both pirate and privateer ships wouldl for a share
in the voyage. On the privateer ship the captahare and that of the
high-ranking officers were greater than the crewdm many pirate
ships all bounty was shared in a fairer way. Thptaia and the quar-
termaster might get a double share; a highly pierfic crew member
could get a share and a half. An injured pirate wias unable to return
to sea might be given a greater share to aid hikemgent. The average
sailor on a pirate ship had a better chance of mgaki windfall profit
for the risks and hardships he endured. Some toek shares and went
back to the farm. Sometimes an agreement was stoiakat all sailors
remained together until every man had a certainueatnaf money.

Life was potentially dangerous for the pirate, bl dangers were
not in attacking enemy shipping. Very rarely wasnarchant ship will-
ing to mount a defense, and few pirate ships wees eaptured outside
of ports. One pirate historian reports that brotb&$ualties were higher
than battle casualties. The greatest risk a pimaght endure was expul-
sion by his fellow sailors. Marooning, or expelliagpirate from a crew,
took place on a desert island or sometimes on dbsarthat would dis-
appear at high tide. Pirates were usually maroomddfor the worst of
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offenses, which included abandoning their postsndubattle. The term
maroon was coined from what the Spanish called @ona, the group
of people created from the marriage of escapedkb&aves to native
Amerindian women.

Life at sea was equally dangerous for the crimipiahte and the
legitimate privateer, as the common threats—injunyprisonment, and
death—did not favor one type of sailor. For exampleprivateer sailing
against Spain was a criminal in the eyes of thenShacrown, as was a
pirate operating anywhere. Both could suffer equédlr their offenses,
and death was the most common punishment. Thereliife was that
the pirate stood a better chance of making a préft a result, pirate
ships often had little problem defeating better@dnmaval ships, mer-
chant ships, and privateer ships. Many times thewvcof the captured
ship was happy to join the pirates—and they wertenofdelighted to
see a cruel captain subject to his own medicine.

CAPTAIN KIDD AND THE PIRATES

Kidd knew the risks and the rewards of piracy. Whappened aboard
the Adventure Galley to induce the captain and crewgo pirate” will
probably never be known. But Kidd was low on sugglihad little to
trade, and had a crew that was most likely unhaptyh the long
months at sea and his harsh leadership and lagkodit. With his lead-
ership and judgment in question and his rewardegyspoor, it is sur-
prising that he was able to recruit veteran pirakéswever he did it, he
set out from Saint Mary's as a pirate.

Twice Kidd brought his ship to within threateningstdnce of
British-protected shipping, and twice he was turregay. Finally he
captured a lone trading ship from Bombay flying tBaglish colors.
Upon meeting the ship's captain, Kidd found outt tha was already
considered a pirate. Word traveled quickly.

Kidd soon took three more ships, including the ahla Quedah
Merchant in January 1698. With his new fleet, hevrwoke all the rules
and attacked an East India Company ship. He lefttast of India
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with his prizes and headed for Madagascar, wherspeait six months
before heading back to North America.

It is hard to believe that an experienced captaithsas Kidd would
think that he could return to New York and escapeighment because
of his connections, but that appears to have bkencése. The Earl of
Bellomont, now the governor of New York, actuallpnee to Kidd's
defense. The governor said he received reportsKiutt was forced by
his men to act as a pirate. But Bellomont was inaakward position.
Having replaced Fletcher, who had given a commisdim the pirate
Thomas Tew, Bellomont had to be careful not to dastself in the
same light. He also was entitled to a large conmipmnsshould he issue
a pardon. Kidd, however, had gone too far.

The capture of the Quedah Merchant had causedngioti the
streets of Surat, where the British East India Camypmaintained its
offices. The company was already blamed for any adt European
piracy, but this time the ship belonged to a membérthe Indian
emperor's court. This news eventually reached Newk-¥-well before
Kidd.

Bellomont had to distance himself from the situatiand cut his
losses. The governor of what is now New York andsséahusetts had
never seen Boston, and he traveled there on Mayl@®9, for the first
time. It appeared to his critics that he was onway to meet his pirate-
partner Kidd, who had just reached Delaware Bay amd heading
north. Bellomont later explained that he wrote Kiddletter that pur-
posely did not threaten his arrest, as he didmit veascare Kidd away.

Joseph Emmot, a New York lawyer whose specialty adisiralty
cases, advised Bellomont that Kidd had treasureargband had left
treasure behind in the Caribbean. Emmot also delivetwo passes
granted by the French that Kidd had taken from Muorish ships he
captured. These documents were evidence that theofacapturing
those ships, at least, was not piracy. Had thessegamade it to Kidd's
trial, he might have been acquitted. But somehowloB®nt or
another backer of the voyage allowed the passeisappear?

While he was conspiring to have Kidd convicted,|&abnt sent



Under aBlack Flag 65

two men to get a statement from the pirate. They wiéh Kidd off
Block Island. Afterward Kidd seemed confident heuldo still trust
Bellomont. He set sail for a tiny island off theasb of eastern Long
Island called Gardiner's Island. He unloaded tlmeéour small boats of
booty and then sent for John Gardiner, in whose d&ddd placed a
chest for Bellomont.

Gardiner's area of eastern Long Island was onéheftwo favorite
pirate places to anchor in summer; the other waesacthe mouth of
Long Island Sound, on the islands between Cape &udl Martha's
Vineyard. Both were locales where ships, both pirahd merchant,
could rendezvous to trade and exchange cargo applisst It was an
illegal floating market at times. The mouth of Bamts Bay was also
passed by ships cruising between New York and Bodtat docking a
ship there would mean drawing the attention ofrtérey.

As Kidd sailed around the eastern end of Long Wsldre dropped
treasure in various places. One stash was delivereah old pirate by
the name of Thomas Paine, who lived on Canonidainds off Rhode
Island. When the governor of Rhode Island got wafdthe story, he
searched Paine's house, but the gold was not themeay have already
been moved back to Gardiner's Island, but proofinagahe Gardiner
family was not to be found.

Kidd's plan was to hedge his bets. If he hid enotrghsure before
meeting the authorities, it would be something $& in striking a bar-
gain. As Kidd's real history grew into legend, pleopould tell tales of
him dropping his treasure as far north as Novai&and as far east as
the South China Sea. But it's more likely that whatdid not leave in
the Caribbean he hid around Long Island Sound.

Kidd was also attempting to deftly play the cardsvmas dealt. He
knew after meeting with Emmot that the situationswaeastly different
since he had left New York. The British were crackidown on piracy,
the ships returning to New York were being seizant] the ships' cap-
tains and crews were being hunted and arrestedd Katl put his part-
ners Bellomont and Livingston in a very complicatgmbsition.
Bellomont, in fact, had much to gain either as Ksddend or as the



66 Piracy: A Merry and a Short Life

arresting officer of the court. Both scenarios wkd him to be
rewarded either financially or in reputation.

Not having all the treasure available for configmatwas one of the
strategies Kidd employed; the temptation to haveemeould serve as
an inducement for Kidd's apprehensive partner. Kigdtcond play was
delivering to Lord Bellomont's wife an enameled bweith four jewels;
he hoped it might tip the scale and make Bellomoatk his partner.
But Bellomont did the math. Allowing that Kidd's ariges might be
false and pardoning him—and thereby keeping histitegte share—
could equal a thousand pounds. But seizing Kidd @agning his legit-
imate share as arresting governor gave him thiriesmsand pounds.

Bellomont's advisers warned him not to go agaihst British East
India company and the powers the company repreaseniehus
Bellomont decided against his onetime partner; Kidds to be
arrested. The other partner, Robert Livingston, wdismayed by
Bellomont's decision. He stood to gain all if Kideas pardoned and
nothing if Kidd was arrested. In fact, Livingstorach posted a bond
guaranteeing Kidd's behavior. Bellomont allegedt thizingston threat-
ened him, saying that Livingston would take reingament from
Kidd's treasure if Bellomont didn't return the bondid Bellomont
make up this accusation to distance himself from tmime? Or as
Bellomont might have feared, were Kidd and Livirogst brother Scots,
involved in a conspiracy against him?

Both Bellomont and Livingston had to bear the weigh public
opinion. In America the arrest was an exciting eéyvém England it was
a political event as well. The Tory party, closéilsd to the British East
India Company, wanted Kidd convicted. The Whigsyesal of whom
were backers of Kidd's voyage, were in a cornethinend, all but Kidd
got their way. At the trial the book listing the wers of Kidd's ship, his
partners, and his instructions was missing. So wbee vital passes
obtained from the Moorish ships, which might havequatted him.
(The passes were discovered two hundred years latea London
records office.) The letter from Bellomont to Kidas also missing.

There were only two eyewitnesses against Kidd: Rddedinham



Under a Black Flag 67

and Joseph Palmer. Both were military deserters wiraed pirate.
Today an American lawyer might point out that seciminals may not
be credible witnesses, as they are not men of agpuot and they were
very obviously testifying against Kidd for their aweprieve. Their par-
dons came days after Kidd's conviction.

It appears that a deal had been struck, one thatecgenced all
except William Kidd. Kidd was the scapegoat andsash, was hanged.
Livingston was cleared of all charges. Bellomontswenriched for his
role in arresting Kidd. The other Whig partners evemnsullied by what
might have been a scandal, although they lost gtake in the ship and
any proceeds they might have expected. For Engkmd the ruling
class, the bottom line was that Tory shipping wage sfrom Whig
upstarts.

Livingston made out better than he thought. He iveck his bond
back, although remarkably he was forced to pay feffow partner
Robert Blackham for his stake in the venture. Themipers of Captain
Kidd's crew were mostly pardoned, and some dieghiin Kidd's wife,
Sarah Bradley Cox Oort Kidd, was jailed and her dgowseized on
Bellomont's order. Oort was known to have some a@fdi§ loot, but it
was never found. She was eventually released andecha fourth time.

Those who had received the treasure were targeye@etiomont,
who stood to gain a share of the recovered valsablthe greatest
amount of treasure was on Gardiner's part of Lasignt. Threatened
with an enemy landing on his tiny kingdom, John diser presented
Bellomont with bags of gold and silver. Thus, Kidés killed, and all
those associated with him prospered.



Chapter 4

SKELETONS
IN THE CLOSET

The lifeless body of Captain William Kidd would jothe bodies of

other captured and convicted pirates left to gtbkese who sailed

into London's port. The hanging criminals served aaswarning for

prospective sea rovers that crime did not pay. rEla¢ message, however,
was that crime did pay, and it rewarded those whwldc pay others to

do their bidding.

The feudal system that gave birth to the Knightsnflar gave rise
to noble ideals such as liberty, equality, andefmaity. Among those in
power, however, corruption ruled. Freemasonry dped from the
noble ideals of the Knights Templar, and the lodgstem was created—
underground—to protect its members. Some lodgesrbecmore cel-
ebrated than others, and membership in the morstigicus lodges
offered greater rewards. While Livingston would véue into days of
public Freemasonry, Bellomont would not. Almost hiye years passed
after Kidd's body hung over the Thames before Fesemry went pub-
lic. From London to Boston, New York, and Philade#yy the lodge sys-
tem separated those who pulled the strings fronsehaho were left
hanging. Through the right connections family dyiess could survive
and build on fortunes made from nefarious crimemfi® from piracy
became investments in more acceptable enterprasesb,fortunes made
in seventeenth-century crime were the bedrock faralth in the
twenty-first century.

68
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THE GARDINER DYNASTY

Among those who benefited from the criminal ackgt of the
"expendable"” was the Gardiner family. It is hardt mo suspect the
Gardiners of running a sort of pirate bank on thiy kingdom. They
owned Gardiner's Island itself and larger tractdamfd stretching from
East Hampton to Smithtown on Long Island.

The progenitor of the family was an Englishman, rLiGardiner,
who was born in 1599. He came to America in 1635aasoldier, a
builder of fortifications, a trader, and a fightagainst the Indians.
Gardiner's son David was the first white child bdm what would
become the state of Connecticut. In what is nowwmas the Pequot
War, Gardiner was instrumental in enlisting oppgsinibes to join a
small English force that sought to exterminate Hexjuots. Gardiner's
principal ally was Wyandanch, a sachem from Lonkgnd. Gardiner
agreed to trade with Wyandanch's group if he wotkdl all the
Pequots" that came to him and "send . . . theidfi#d From his new
friends the Montaukett tribe, Gardiner bought thelf-samed
Gardiner's Island, a 3,500-acre island kingdom t(pfr modern-day
East Hampton), for cloth, a gun, some gunpowded, @mog. He added
to his Long Island holdings by rescuing Wyandanctdsghter from an
enemy tribe; for this feat he was given the landt tivould become
Smithtown, bringing his holdings to a hundred trangsacres.

Rights to Gardiner's kingdom were confirmed by KiGparles 1.
In the seventeenth century and later, Gardinersesa holdings pro-
vided a great haven for pirates and smugglers, eatiience appears to
indicate that the early Gardiner heirs were morantsimply willing
accomplices.

In 1672 a report indicated that a Massachusettgepinamed Joseph
Bradish set sail for Gardiner's Island with histlom 1692 the governor
of Connecticut reported that pirates were anchasédEast Hampton
and engaging in trade. In another report, a promir@onnecticut cit-
izen was accused of receiving stolen property aglling it in Boston,
and it was noted that the shore of eastern Lomagdsivas the haunt of
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pirates and smugglers. Still another report stéted a pirate ship called
the Sparrow had taken on eighteen passengers umtleagreement
made in the Caribbean. The master, Richard Narmmibren carried
the passengers to Gardiner's Island, where theymtiiarked, chests and
all. As the story spread, the unnamed men, who \gespected to be
pirates, were brought before a magistrate. Chrimtofisoffe was one of
the few accused men who appeared. He confessedathauspected, he
was a pirate, but he was able to obtain a pafdon.

The Gardiner family has maintained its wealth tigtoaut the cen-
turies by the right connections to England prior tiee War of
Independence and by more secret connections tké&tdlao the mid-
dle of the nineteenth century. While many Whig fitlesi were able to
avoid losing their lands after the American Reviolut the Gardiners,
like their neighbors and often partners who hadnb&eries, walked a
thin line and were not subject to the postwar lgnab. Many of these
families showed their reluctance to break from raotlEngland, and
some of their actions bordered on treason.

The War of 1812 became a second war of independesc8ritain
had never ceased treating America as a colony. sty regularly
impressed American seamen. Her army armed andechaiative bor-
der tribes against her lost colony. Many familiex tprospered through
their relationships with British firms, and suchogBritish Whig fami-
lies found themselves at odds with President Jfer A handful of
New England merchant families, who had survived Revolution and
even prospered, proposed that New England leave Uthien. Their
loyalty was not to their country but to their martke interests, which
were often shared with British counterparts.

In the decades before the Civil War, America waairaghreatened
with secession, this time from several southertesteOne great secret of
American history is that the same New England martHamilies who
had tried to leave the Union earlier were joinedNww York merchant
families in aiding the breakup of the Union. Desitis treasonous activ-
ity, few of the powerful families were held accoaiie. The Gardiner
family was one such family that straddled the twdes of the Civil War.
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The Gardiner family, while always flying under thedar of public
comment, was a power base in New York and parhefGotton Whigs.
The Whig party was divided on many issues, andsthealled Cotton
Whigs allied themselves with the powerful familiek Virginia and the
Carolinas who by the nature of their business,oopttemained close to
English banks and merchants. When Gardiner intenestrged with the
interests of the planting families of Virginia ar8buth Carolina, the
Gardiner family itself merged with the Tyler famiby Virginia.

While American politics has evolved over the ceiasyr in the
nineteenth century it was not unusual for a pregide be at odds with
his vice president. As the result of compromisehimitthe Whig party,
William Henry Harrison and John Tyler ended up e same ticket.
Harrison was regarded as a politician in the mdldogal Virginia lead-
ers such as Washington, Jefferson, and Madison,sandas against the
divisive politics of South Carolina, which was fire threaten leaving
the Union. Tyler was part of the secessionist mamnin Virginia that
was based at the College ofWilliam and Mary. Althothe was a mem-
ber of the Whig party, he had no inclination to o Whig policy. He
agreed with admitting Texas as a slave state, anevds against aboli-
tion. Harrison and Tyler still managed to take tMhite House, using
the slogan "Tippecanoe and Tyler too"; this mottdemred to one of
Harrison's triumphs over the Indians.

Harrison assumed the presidency on March 4, 184i, ane
month later he died. His death was attributed ficstintestinal illness
and later to pneumonia, though no autopsy was peed. Described
as robust, the war hero and sturdy farmer was somdirought down
by a head cold. After his long inaugural speechicivlwas given in the
rain, the apparently healthy president becamemniiny believe that his
cold turned into pneumonia.

InVictorian times it was not uncommon for doctoos misdiagnose
arsenic poisoning as "gastric poisoning,” as thenptgms of arsenic
poisoning usually started with gastrointestinal odiers including
abdominal pain, vomiting, and diarrhea. But both th& president's
physicians were suspected of pro-British sentimentFrederick May
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was trained by the Freemason Dr. John Warren. M&gyfswas an out-
spoken Tory and close friends with Benedict Arnolthe other physi-
cian, Dr. William Eustis, was also trained by Warréle had been fired
by President Madison because of his actions inWee of 1812. Dr.
Eustis helped plan the defense of Detroit with Gan&Villiam Hull.
On the way to Detroit, Hull was ambushed. His sigsplgone and
morale low, he surrendered Detroit as soon as hehseal it. Madison
believed the British had been tipped off. When War Department
conceived a plan to attack England's supply basdawa Scotia, Eustis
would not allow it to happen. With Harrison deabe tpro-secessionist
Tyler was elevated to the presidency in 1841; Jokiler was the first
president of the United States to get to his pdistout electior®

Harrison was the first president to die in offitéis suspicious death
started what was later called the "Twenty-year €ursr the "Zero
Curse,” which postulated that every president etedh a year ending
with a zero would die in office. The "curse" last@60 years before it
was broken by Ronald Reagan. Reagan, however,ybarsised being
assassinated by the mentally disturbed son ofemdriof the vice presi-
dent. Some said the curse was put on Harrison lwymseh, the Indian
warrior whom the president had defeated. But imisre likely that the
death was engineered.

Caleb Cushing, whose political leanings were infked by profit
potential, was no stranger to political manipulatiand subtle bribery.
He was a thirty-third-degree Mason, the highestelleto which a
Mason could rise, and an opium smuggler. His fatuwere tied to the
pro-British mercantile smugglers, slave tradersd airug traffickers.
Cushing wanted to hold a government office.

Tyler claimed he was not a party man and had aedepis nomi-
nation reluctantly. But after Harrison's death, eryimmediately repudi-
ated most of the Whig platform that had broughtridan to the White
House. As a result, the new president was not poput fact, he was
derided as "his accidency."

Tyler's first order of business was pushing for éBalCushing to
become Secretary of the Treasury. The Senate edjacs nomination
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three times, with the third ballot securing onlyetl votes for Cushing.
Tyler then proposed sending Cushing to China. Tiive was greeted
heartily, possibly because it was the farthesteliom the seat of gov-
ernment that the devious politico could be sent.

Harrison's death was the first of three during Tglestay in
Washington. The second death was that of Tylerfe, wiaetitia. Tyler
did not spend too much time grieving; instead heéedpto unite his
Virginia plantation family with a northern mercharfamily. Julia
Gardiner, the spoiled daughter of the wealthy amdmment David
Gardiner, was Tyler's target.

After returning from a grand tour of Europe, JuBardiner became
part of the Washington social whirl, dating severahgressmen, includ-
ing the future president James Buchanan, two Supr€ourt Justices,
and a naval officer. She met President Tyler athat&House party, and
he invited her to return. Although she was thirgags younger than the
president, their first date ended with him chasimg around the White
House. He wasted no time in proposing to Gardifer, her mother
stood in the way of the marriage. She was concethatlthe president
was not a good enough catch for a Gardiner. ThgiMa farmer and
plantation owner simply had no money when compaveth the
Gardiner fortuné.

Tyler was not one to give up. The deaths of "OlgpEcanoe" and
Tyler's wife had paved the way down his new pathd a third death
would allow Tyler to get what he wanted.

The stage was set aboard the USS Princeton, where the navy
wanted to display a new cannon, which was dubbed Reacemaker
because of its size. Several important personagae wboard and the
gun was fired numerous times. David Gardiner, anfti of Tyler's and
the New York State senator at the time, brought ditsactive daugh-
ter, Julia, to witness the scene. She quickly bect@mred and invited
the enamored president belowdecks for a glass @mphgne. The
overheated gun was to be fired one more time aslatesto George
Washington as it passed his Mount Vernon home, ibuinstead
exploded and killed Secretary of State Abel UpsBegretary of the
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Navy Thomas W. Gilmer, and Julia's father, SenBvid Gardiner.

The fifty-four-year-old president and the twentysfeyear-old
Julia Gardiner became secretly engaged shortly &fte father's death.
They later married privately. The huge differenneage presented more
fodder for public opinion and the media, but JuBardiner Tyler won
the hearts of the public even as her husband veslsiitt of their jokeS.

During Gardiner's "reign" as First Lady, as shdechlt, she revived
the formality of White House receptions, which hgaohe out of style.
She welcomed guests with plumes in her hair andosoded by
twelve maids of honor dressed in white. She alstitiied the playing
of "Hail to the Chief." Gardiner bore several chidd with the presi-
dent: David Gardiner Tyler, John Alexander Tylaulia) Gardiner Tyler,
Lachlan Tyler, Lyon Gardiner Tyler, Robert TylendaPearl Tyler.

As president, Tyler's major accomplishment was yeathe favors
of his chief promoter, Caleb Cushing, among thetd@otWhigs. He
managed to make Cushing an ambassador of sortgingemim to
China to reap the rewards of the British Opium WHhe signing of a
treaty with China kept the American opium traders business—a
trade that benefited a handful of New England apd/Nork families.

Tyler was booted out of his own Whig party and reldbut one
member of his cabinet resign. The remaining cabimetmber was
Daniel Webster, who was deeply in debt to Calebhifygsand at his
beck and call. Tyler was even impeached for nohisiy a tariff bill,
although the impeachment was eventually defeatésl.lddk of favor in
Washington went so deep that he didn't attend tlexesding presi-
dent's inauguration. Tyler left American politias jpin the Confederate
government, making Tyler the first American presidéo bear arms
against the federal government. After his deathl&62, Julia returned
to New York and worked to promote the Confederatese.

The Gardiners survived prosecution for assistingates, had sur-
vived pro-British sympathies after the Revoluticamd survived pro-
rebel sentiment during the Civil War. Today thetednth lord of the
manor still defends his preserve from more modeangdrs, such as
taxes and disrepair. Gardiner's Island is the ol@esily-owned estate
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of its kind in America. The Gardiner estate is nawthe hands of
eighty-eight-year-old Robert David Lion Gardiner,hav divides his
time between estates in Palm Beach and East Hamptdth the
exception of having to comply with taxation, he tise lord of his
manor, just as a lord from another century. He lau invites guests
to take part in a hunt to reduce the island's gepulation.

For the first time in the Gardiner family historiiete is no direct
heir. Robert Gardiner's niece, Alexandra Creel,rimdrinto another of
America's first families, the Goelets, and will @t the island. The
Goelets have been in America since 1676, and thgly teir fortune
in real estate, along with the Philipse and Rodsdamilies. One of the
Goelets founded Chemical Bank with a grandfather Tdfeodore
Roosevelt. The Goelets and the Gardiners have tresls for years, and
the last lord of the Gardiner manor has recentlgnbguoted as saying
he is not happy to see his ancestral lands endnuBoelets province.
The bitter Gardiner-Goelet feud was covered extehgiin Steven
Gains's Philistines at the Hedgerow, and some eetgrful anti-Goelet
gquotes are on peconic.net, the local newspaper riogvethe long-
standing feud.

While both families maintain a high degree of segreRobert
Gardiner recently opened up his life and his stieidg the prying eyes
of the media. Historians and reporters alike weaeated to a rare
glimpse of the island, visiting it aboard a Gardirestate boat, the
Captain Kidd 1.

THE LIVINGSTON DYNASTY

Robert Livingston, another of Captain Kidd's parsnevas for the most
part unscathed by Kidd's arrest. The Livingstonifiarwould go on to

play a major role in the politics of New York artetnation, and its sup-
port base was Freemasonry, which allowed memberaldo operate
from behind the scenes. Several early scandals ecteth them to
piracy, theft, and smuggling, but their power, whieas always just
below the surface, allowed them to grow and protpenodern times.
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Just as Robert Livingston was breathing a sighetiefr that Kidd
was in the noose, Livingston's daughter Margaretrigth a Scotsman,
her cousin Samuel Vetch. The new son-in-law brougbte notoriety
to the family, which apparently was not a conceon the Livingston
clan as long as the notoriety was matched by emserpThe Vetch fam-
ily and the Livingston family had already been cected by marriage
in Scotland. Reverend John Livingston brought Sdamiesch's father
into the Presbyterian Church. William Livingstomet older brother of
Robert, had also married a Vetch. Samuel Vetch despised by many
in Scotland, and it is unlikely that the Livingssomnd anyone else in
Scotland were unaware of his criminal activities.

In Scotland a project had been created to foundeva colony in
America. The Scotland Company Trading to Africa dhd Indies was
formed in June 1695 with the goal of bringing tooend what the
British East India Company brought to England. Thebscription
books, which allowed anyone with money to buy stackthe com-
pany, were rapidly filled with the names of merdsarshipowners, and
wealthy individuals from physicians to widows. Tian was to buy
ships and bring Scottish settlers to their own ©glowhich would be
in Darien, on the coast of Panama. Little attenticas given to the fact
that the land was claimed by Spain, and the compeary not really in
the favor of England.

The project was plagued with disaster after disasships packed
with soldiers and colonists were provisioned poahd would see forty
dead before reaching the New World. When the cetenireached
Panama they were nearly starving, as their wormhend food could
barely be tolerated. More were sick than healtmd few had the abil-
ity, the desire, or the knowledge to build a setdat. One ship hit a
rock in harbor, sank, and took with it half its wreCrew members on
other ships attempted mutiny and many simply dedemy the end of
the first rainy season, there were no plantatidasted, no fortifications
erected, no trade established, and a governmefiveofquarreling mef.
There were, however, two hundred graves in New diyh.

After ten months the colonists were ready to gipeheir settle-
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ment. Over one third had died. Two ships left théory to sail to New
York City in order to sell goods and buy provisioi&muel Vetch was
on one of the ships. In the East River he triecséize another ship, an
act of piracy that he would explain was his rightdharter. Two friends
of Robert Livingston came to Vetch's aid. Stepheeplabcey and
Thomas Wenham were Livingston associates who hall fortunes
financing the pirates of Madagascar. Livingston ladmaintain a low
profile, however, as he was already under suspiftiom his partnership
with Kidd.

Vetch, like his cousin Robert Livingston, was niikely to pass up
a lucrative opportunity. He decided to keep theplslaid of goods that
was meant to buy provisions for the starving cdtmiin Darien.
Livingston helped him sell the stolen goods.

Of course, Vetch could not return to Darien or tootand; the
news of the fiasco would cause riots in Edinburgfardly a family
below the Highland line would not have the lossaofamily member
or friend to haunt them as a result of the ill-ogimed expedition.

A second voyage saw three hundred of 1,300 deaorébeéaching
the devastated colony. Few made it back to Scatl@®tause Vetch
would likely be hanged on the sands of Leith alavith several other
criminals related to Darien, he decided to stayNew York. He mar-
ried Livingston's daughter, and the magnanimousingston gave the
young couple as a wedding present a house thatowes the property
of Captain Kidd.

Samuel Vetch and John Livingston went into the sgfing business
together. They bought a ship and named it Maryn tb&iled to Canada
to import French brandies and wines. On their séctip they were
smuggling cargo onto eastern Long Island, not famfGardiner's island
kingdom, when they encountered problems. This eadssion of the
gang that couldn't shoot straight" left their shijpgached without
anchoring it and then took off, presumably to fagsistance. The ship was
swept away by the tide to Montauk, where it wagesi—complete with
cargo, logs, and all the evidence required to belmyges against the pair.

No one was hanged; all were let off simply with bes of a ship
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and its cargo. The incident did, however, bring anted attention to
Robert Livingston, who was still hoping the Kiddfaaf would blow
over. Livingston called in his markers, and Edwartyde, Lord
Cornbury, who took over for Governor Bellomont, h#tte charges
against the younger Livingston and Vetch droppee.atso repealed the
Bill of Confiscation, enabling Livingston and Vettb keep their cargo.
Not coincidentally, Cornbury's six-year rule wagyhiighted by accu-
sations of bribery, mismanagement, and even atigngarties dressed
in women's clothing.

Samuel Vetch learned from his cousin and soon becamvealthy
merchant. Unlike his new in-laws, however, his ludid not last.
Fortune caught up with him and he died in debfmison in London.

Robert Livingston would do much better.

Livingston's life took an odd turn when he travelied London to
plead the case of the Iroquois tribes in New Yddk the way his ship
was accosted by French privateers, who had no tideya held at their
mercy the backer of the world's most infamous pirdtheir advantage
was short-lived, as the sudden appearance of dsBrinan-of-war
turned the tables.

The immense amount of land held by the Livingstamify was of
little value if it could not provide an income. Ib710 the opportunity
to change the idle lands to profitable lands canith & new governor.
While Robert Hunter was reputed to be honest, hg nw have been
too smart. He had been warned on both sides ofAttentic about
dealing with Robert Livingston. It mattered litte Hunter, whose task
was to provide a place to settle German refugeéer Ahe first winter,
the starving palatines were in open rebellion agjatheir landlord. The
English government refused them permission to leaaed Robert
Livingston admonished his wife, Alida, for wishirig give them bread.
A second freezing winter found the settlers fleeayoss the Hudson
in the hope of escaping their feudal lord.

The eighteenth century was marked by wars betwaenBritish
and the French and ultimately between the coloréstd the British.
For the Livingstons the century was marked by upgs by their ten-
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ant families. They used the French and Indian Warsncrease their
wealth after being appointed to the lucrative positof provisioning
the British troops. When the American Revolutiormea the family
straddled the fence for as long as possible. Tlienesmembers went
home to Scotland and others fortuitously gambledtlmm side of the
Revolutionaries.

One of the great-grandsons of Robert Livingston wRgbert R.
Livingston. He played a pivotal role in politics cain the Freemasons,
of which he was the grand master for the New Yor&nbh. On April
30, 1789, he swore in the country's first presid&aorge Washington.
Livingston had hoped for an appointment to Washingt new gov-
ernment but none was forthcoming; it was possiblaskihgton recog-
nized the Livingston clan as playing both sidesve®a Livingstons had
left New York for the West Indies. Alida LivingstoBardiner, who was
married to Valentine Gardiner, had left for EngladhdRobert R.
Livingston kept his own power base behind the ssem@e Livingstons'
power grew by dynastic marriages, as one Livingstarried John Jay,
another married an Astor, and another wed a Rotisé®at Masonic
ties were at least as important.

New York State's most influential and powerful ledgvas the
Holland No. 8. Jacob Astor was aware of the poweézlded by the
Masonic lodges in both his home in Germany and amdon. When
he reached New York City, he used his marriage tmeanber of the
Brevoort family to gain entrance to the Holland NblLodge. There he
made connections with New York's governor, Georgént@, his
nephew and later mayor of New York City, De Wittin@n, land baron
Stephen Van Rensselaer, and the Livingston fathipe Witt Clinton,
in particular, was an ardent Mason, and among ffiees he held were
lodge grand master, high priest of the Grand Chapteggrand master of
the Great Encampment of New York, and grand mastethe Knights
Templar of the United States. Clinton's power basawever, would
remain the Holland No. 8 Lodge.
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When Robert Livingston was grand master of the afml No. 8
Lodge he founded ten other lodges; still the Halldodge remained
the most powerful. The old guard of New York wasnfiy in control as
the Masonic order and the Holland lodge grew in @owany would
advance their careers through Masonic connectior@duding Charles
King, former president of Columbia University; Caallader Colden,
grandson of the provincial governor; and John Rihtéhe secretary of
the Mutual Insurance Company. Masonry rewarded Lingston
family well, and the family did not turn away frothe craft even dur-
ing its unpopular years. Today the Livingston Masddbrary is main-
tained on West Twenty-third Street in New York City

New York was a power center for the Livingston clant its influ-
ence was not limited to that state. Robert R. Igston was disap-
pointed because he did not receive an appointmentWashington's
administration, but during Thomas Jefferson's adstrtion he did join
James Monroe on a mission to France. They wentegotiate the pur-
chase of New Orleans, and they were reportedly riseg when
Talleyrand, Napoleon's minister, asked, "What wilu give for the
whole?"—meaning the 825,000 square miles offeredséde® Without
permission and without the time to contact Waslhingtthe two men
offered fifteen million dollars. Livingston laterssumed full credit for
the purchase, altering his journal entries to saywas given the offer
three days earlier, before Monroe reached Frande government
issued a vigorous denial and published Livingstaral itinerary, and
the disgrace cost him whatever credit might hawentshie.

The area that was open thanks to the LouisianahBsecwas an
early equivalent of the Wild West. New Orleans wlas gateway. Very
close to the city was a pirate kingdom second diwythe one in
Madagascar a hundred years before. The new Likzertahs called
Barataria, and Jean Lafitte controlled the teryittike a king. From
India to the Caribbean, Lafitte's career stood amiong pirates. Since
his navy was so large it could not sail into anytphbis kingdom, with
protective estuaries, became his home base. Att@8a&ahe pirate cre-
ated a marketplace where pirates, smugglers, ajitirate traders
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could buy and sell silks, wines, spices, furnitaed slaves, all of which
had been taken at sea. The pirate market at Birdiacame so large it
threatened the merchants of New Orleans.

Weeks after the Louisiana Purchase was made dfficieew gover-
nor William Claiborne, was appointed. He rode inthwia military
escort to assume his office. The city turned out tfee occasion: two
thousand Americans, French, Spaniards, Italiareckisl from Haiti and
Jamaica, Orientals in silks, Hindus in saris—areitothers Lafitté?

In a short time the newly appointed governor of tea was
goaded into offering a bounty for Lafitte and hiother, Pierre. Lafitte
posted his own bounty for Governor Claiborne. WHeierre Lafitte
was captured, District Attorney John R. Grymes duist job. Instead of
prosecuting Lafitte he would became the pirate'serd® co-counsel.
Robert Livingston's brother Edward, an active Masmod the mayor of
New York City, left New York to join the defenseata. The two
defenders were allegedly offered twenty thousaridiuco

Edward Livingston had several reasons for leavirgyvNrork, all of
which had something to do with money, specificallis lack of it.
Livingston's land speculations and other venturad feft him in debt.
His position as mayor was not as lucrative for ham it was for past
mayors. New Orleans would be the start of a nee: e quickly mar-
ried a nineteen-year-old French widow, Louise D2ae de Castera
Moreau de Lassy, whose family was the owner of talions in Haiti
and had been driven out by the slave insurrectfm.grand master of
New York's grand lodge, Robert Livingston had iefige that spread
far beyond the state borders. Edward Livingstonalvex grand master
of the Louisiana lodge upon arrival.

Jean Lafitte was no ordinary pirate. Said to beren€h nobleman
whose parents lost their lives under the bladehef guillotine during
the Reign of Terrot! the swashbuckler was also an educated man who
could speak four languages. Called "the gentlemaaiep’ Lafitte was
described as tall, black-haired, and sporting aklmustache. He left
France aboard a privateer ship that he would latlee from its captain,
and he began indiscriminately to raid ships ohations. Lafitte started
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in the Seychelles, where he bought a boatload afesl for trade. On
the way to sell them in India he was chased by itisBrfrigate. In des-
perate need of supplies, he captured other Brihips, including one
of the East India Company's. The privateer soonahtheket.

Lafitte's reputation grew to gigantic proportionfen he used one
of his ships and forty of his men to battle a vimge, forty-gun British
ship manned by four hundred sailors. Lafitte'syfarien, with daggers
in mouths and bandanna-clad heads, boarded thdrshigrenzy. Lafitte
commandeered a cannon and aimed at the men whoinegman
deck, threatening them with certain death. Thegwaltendered.

From the Indian Ocean, Lafitte and his navy sai@dhe Spanish
port of Cartegena, where he was given a commisdibe. city had just
rebelled and authorized him to attack Spanish shmippAt one point
Lafitte's navy had fifty ships and one thousandtgirsailors. From there
he built his kingdom in Barataria. Derived from ti&panish word
barato, the name refers to the part of the winniaggambler gives to
the poor for luck. Lafitte's pirate city had a cafebordello, a gambling
house, and warehouses. He would widen waterwayadditate ships,
dig canals, and even build barges that would saithe port of New
Orleans to sell their merchandise.

Lafitte survived the prosecutions of the governod avent on to
join the Americans in the Battle of New Orleansli®12. Besides hav-
ing the legal protection of lawyer and Mason Edwdriyingston,
another noted Mason would come to the pirate's Amtdrew Jackson
rewarded Lafitte's crew with citizenship, and LUafittried to settle
down. When his crew could not give up their old sjalafitte sailed to
Mexico and was not heard from again.

The Livingstons, of course, would be heard fromimgdoday the
Livingston dynasty is remembered in the names ehtions in New
York, New Jersey, and Louisiana. And the familystdl active in poli-
tics. During the Clinton administration, for insta) Robert L.
Livingston, the sixty-third man named Robert in thi&ingston fam-
ily tree, was a candidate for the job of Speakethef House. He is part
of the tenth generation, descended from the first bf the manor in
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New York. Other members of the Livingston clanlstivn vast tracts
of land in New York. Modern-day relations of thevirgstons include
the Bush family and Thomas Kean, the former govenfoNew Jersey,
who makes his home in Livingston township, New 8grs

THE MORRIS FAMILY

The Livingstons were not the only landed family have made their
start in piracy. The progenitor of the Morris faynhlso made his for-
tune capturing ships and used the proceeds toroltat tracts of land.
Locale names still exist on the maps of New Yorki &tew Jersey that
recall the extent of the Morrises' property.

Lewis Morris was a pirate who had a king's comrmissithat
allowed him to prey on shipping in the colonies aplit his prizes with
the crown. His nephew, also named Lewis Morris, \wa®lved in the
triangle trade. Between running sugar plantation8arbados and using
the labor of imported slaves to create end prodiikés rum, Morris's
lucrative trade gave him an estate back in the nieto The younger
Morris would later be a signer of the Constitutfon.

The younger Lewis Morris was also part of an unlusivalry that
developed into an important American historicaldiarark. In the early
1730s Morris served as the chief justice of theedhman Supreme
Court in New York. A fellow wealthy merchant nam&ip van Dam
had become governor and then retired his post. fiéw governor,
Colonel William Cosby, was as corrupt as they core. demanded
that van Dam return his salary as governor and giwe Cosby. The
case made it to Morris's court, where he cast the wote in three
denying Cosby his claim.

Cosby, in control of the state publication, the N&ark Gazette,
relentlessly went after both van Dam and Morrisiefds of the pair
backed a rival newspaper and hired John Peter Zeageditor to retal-
iate in print. Cosby didn't like playing the rold editorial victim and
threw Zenger in jail. After a lengthy and much paized trial, Zenger's
acquittal started the process that later develapedhe freedom of the
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press. Coincidentally, one of the other two mentbe Morris court
was merchant and financier Frederick Philipse.

THE PHILIPSE DYNASTY

The Philipse family was one of New York's landettacracy. Frederick
Philipse was also a pioneer in another way; het théd family fortune

supplying pirates with goods and money. He hadadlebeen in the
business before Fletcher assumed the governor'gioppsbut under

Fletcher's rule New York grew as a pirate haven Bhdipse profited.

And many knew about Philipse's business. A Salemister named

Reverend John Higginson once wrote in a letterisoson, "Frederick
Philipse of New York, it is reported, has a piratede to Madagascar for
near twenty years?®

Philipse was well acquainted with Kidd and hirednBal Burgess,
who had sailed with Kidd as a privateer. Burgess wecruited out of
retirement to sail to Madagascar with goods for pietes. Clothing,
liquor, naval supplies, and ammunition were the drtg of choice on
Saint Mary's. These goods were in turn exchangedsfaves, one of
Madagascar's only exports.

Another employee of Philipse was the pirate AdanidBdge, who
was for a while one of the pirate kings of Saintriyen While his title
did not entitle Baldridge to rule in a monarchalyw@ did make him
the number one fence for items stolen by piratesrery lucrative posi-
tion. Baldridge bought goods at attractive pricesl gput them aboard
ships to Frederick Philipse. He would also serve @savel agent, assist-
ing retiring pirates in making their return passageEngland or the
North American colonies.

With the pirate king Baldridge on Saint Mary's aBdrgess sailing
back and forth to New York, the aristocratic Ptaphad his own trad-
ing empire. The pirate Thomas Tew was also in hipley, and Philipse
did little to hide his role in piracy. One of hikigs that sailed the Indian
Ocean for slaves and contraband and to engagednypwas named the
Frederick!’
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But life would not always stay simple for Philipséfter Kidd's
arrest, Bellomont was on the prowl for pirates, dmd was not above
turning on acquaintances like Philipse. When Betlombecame aware
that two hundred pirates were being given passagiew York from
Madagascar on a Frederick Philipse—owned &hipe decided money
was thicker than friendship. The fee charged toheax-pirate was an
expensive fifty pounds, but presumably that was ttheof the iceberg
of their personal wealth; the men were most likkdgded with booty
intended to provide for them in their retirementarnge Luckily for both
Philipse and his cargo, Bellomont would not surviemg enough to
intercept it.

Next Philipse's number one captain, Burgess, wastuced at sea. It
was the second time for Burgess, who had previossiywived arrest
being pardoned by Bellomont. But that was before tlacklash against
piracy started by the British East India Companyg &éme arrest of Kidd.
This time Burgess was brought to London, where @& wondemned
to death. To his credit, Philipse sent to Londoa &bn Adolph, who
worked for three years to save Burgess from suffethe same fate as
Kidd. Burgess returned to sea, and later lived lositretirement years in
London as a consultant for the British East Indismpany.

Unlike the Livingstons and the Gardiners, the Ph#i family's
power and wealth was divided after the Revolutibhey had started in
the colonies as part of the landed aristocracy hef Hudson Valley,
which entitled them to the patroon system that @@nlands to
favorites of the royalty back in England: Pelham nida for Thomas
Pell, Philipsborough to the Philipses, Morrisania tewis Morris,
Cortlandt Manor to the Van Cortlandts.The familiascontrol of these
extremely large tracts leased farmland to tenamindéas, who were
often kept in poverty and indebted to their land.

In 1766 the Philipse tenant William Prendergastrtsta mob
actions along the Hudson that would affect both Higingston clan
and the other patroon families' holdings. At himltPrendergast said
that he was charged more for his small farm thamewsl the other
Philipse tenants. It didn't matter. He was founitygof treason and
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ordered hanged, drawn, and quartered in the felagaion of the lords
of the Hudson manors. When no one would come faivtar perform
the execution, Prendergast received a stay andlyfimapardon from
King George Il

King George disappointed the Philipse family a selctme by los-
ing the War of Independence. The Philipses weré¢ pia New York
contingent that declared their loyalty to the kimgpd signed the
Declaration of Dependence. Frederick Philipse llaswarrested by
Washington's troops and so he fled his home. Wgstinconfiscated
the lands. The Morris family somehow ended up watte third of the
original grant. Tenant farmers were allowed to khg farms on the
other two thirds after the Revolution.

Some of the Philipse heirs fared better than FreklelLike the
Livingstons, some fled to England after the war,ilevtothers managed
to avoid being branded as Tories and stayed ircdianies. Also like the
Livingstons, at least one Philipse heir would maimo the Roosevelt
family. Another Philipse heir, Jacobus Goelet, tethrhis own landed
dynasty that eventually united with the Gardinenifg's.

Jacobus Goelet had been raised by Frederick Rdhilijee lord of
the manor. Peter Goelet, the grandson of Jacolstehlshed himself in
business and in politics during the Revolution.téad of being arrested
or deported, Peter Goelet used his close relatipnstith those in
power to remain in New York and prosper. Goele€mtionship with
the city controller, Benjamin Romaine, allowed tl@&oelet clan to
acquire real estate as favorably as had the Astodsother large-scale
investors like the Rhinelanders, Schermerhorns Lanitlards.

Romaine was a failed schoolteacher who found hie talling as
an early member of the Tammany Society, which veasded as a fra-
ternal charity for Revolutionary War veterans in827shortly after
Washington was inaugurated. Washington's Societythef Cincinnati
was for officers only and later for those with #otgatic family lines.
The Tammany Society was meant to be for men o€lalises, although
it quickly emerged as a corrupt organization thalped only a hand-
ful to loot government coffers. While the historfyiew York points
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the finger at Boss Tweed and others who were thet morrupt, the
major beneficiaries, such as New York's first famsil emerged with
larger fortunes, little criticism, and no crimir@l civil penalty for their
roles.

Goelet's two sons married daughters of the Scottistrchant
Thomas Buchanan and furthered the family's risee Jbunger Goelets
founded the Chemical Bank of New York at a time whkere was an
antibanking sentiment in New York. It was nearlypmssible to get a
charter for a bank, so several companies got atehfor a certain type
of business and then later amended the originartethaNew York
Chemical Manufacturing Company was a small compé&myned to
produce dyes, paints, and drugs. One year aftéinged charter for this
business it became a bank. Chemical Bank counteeralegenerations
of Goelets on the board of directors.

The next Goelet generation would collect fortunegpping the
$100 million mark when their lands, including Uni@guare and Fifth
Avenue, appreciated. Families like the Goeletspistand Rhinelanders
became "Old New York," as they owned so much pitypeknd their
fortune grew with the population of the city.

When Newport, Rhode Island, began to attract thkesliof the
Astors and the Vanderbilts, the Goelets too buikirt own mansion.
Goelet daughters married well, including the maeiaof Hannah
Goelet to Thomas Russell Gerry. Goelet-Gerry detmets made ties
to the Livingstons, Harrimans, and Gallatins, adl ws to British roy-
alty. Robert Goelet's yacht rivaled the yachts bk tAstors, the
Vanderbilts, and the J. P. Morgans.

In 1870 J. Pierpont Morgan founded his own eliteiesty, which
he called the Zodiac Club. Membership, like thathe private clubs to
which Morgan's father belonged, was limited to weelAnglo-Christian
white men. Pierpont, J. P. Morgan's father, haihgd the family tree
included the pirate Morgan, and to drive home tléntphe called his
yacht the Corsair and flew the Jolly Roger. Onedned years after the
Zodiac Club was founded, Robert Goelet shared ohe¢he coveted
chairs with eleven of the mid-Atlantic's most pofuébusinessmef?
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Despite the dilution caused by marriages, the \veaft the secre-
tive Goelet clan is far-reaching. They have beemlired with Guaranty
Trust, Equitable Trust, the lllinois Central Raddh and the Union
Pacific Railroad and institutions like the Metrojpemh Opera and the
Museum of Natural History in New York. Through th&oelet
Corporation the family has interests in mining, aitd gas.

The Knickerbocker Club once represented the higHesel of
wealth in the city of New York. Because New Yorkasfinancial capi-
tal of the world, entrance to this club is no longamply for pillars of
New York society such as the Goelets and the Astard965 the ranks
of the Knickerbocker included the Aga Khan, Gioviagnelli, C.
Douglas Dillon, the du Ponts, the Goulds, the Hhgfothe Ingersolls,
the Rockefellers, Alfred Sloan, and William Vandér®

PIRATES TO PATRICIANS

When the Knights Templar were disbanded in the témmnth century,
they had at their core a handful of wealthy andledamilies that had
always acted from behind the scenes. Although Hiierate Jacques de
Molay was burned at the stake, the elite core reethialive and well.
The majority of the rank-and-fle Templars alsovéued—not in their
estates in France but in hiding. They were protedte the heirs of the
Norman families in France that held power in ScutlaAnd they were
protected by their sworn loyalty to one another. @nd some ex-
Templars found work as mercenaries and others énbihilding trades.
They established a system of secret passwords andshakes and a
lodge network that protected them from disclosured &rom being
unemployed in a feudal world. They were sworn tedfeand shelter
each other until work could be found.

As there had been a handful of core families beltive Templars,
there would be a handful of core families behind #x-Templars. The
best known is the Sinclair family of Scotland. Thetwork of lodges
created in the aftermath of the Templar downfall eegad as
Freemasonry and the Sinclair family waamed its hereditary
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guardians. Former Templars were employed on landthgy Sinclair
family as construction workers and on the sea #dersaon the massive
Sinclair fleet. The same men who sailed under thél-and-crossbones
flag as Templars continued to ply the seas.

The Reformation played a harmful role in dividinget Catholic
Stuarts of Scotland, England, and other elite fasilwho had backed
the Templars in France. After a century of dispfaert and massive
warfare, Europe experienced a breakdown in moralynerica was
populated alternately by whatever religious grouaswout of favor in
Europe. The French Protestants known as HuguettesCatholic and
Protestant Scots, and Englishmen would meet in Amesnd in some
cases continue the wars started at home. Masoowever, would serve
to breach the religious divide.

Masonic lodges provided a refuge for many and weaees where
the ideas of tolerance and brotherhood prevailedd aam intolerant
world. For many the lodge system offered the pdgsibof breaking
out of the caste system. The pirate community wanstep further:
Democracy in its pure form, brotherhood, mutual t@cton, and
equality existed among the pirates in a way thas waely seen else-
where. The Kingdom of Libertalia might have senesl a model soci-
ety if it had not been colored by pirate fictiondanainted by its
prosperity being linked to stolen goods. In Libkatall men had a vote,
wealth was held individually, and all provided ftve community. The
old and infirm were provided for by all. Crime agst fellow pirates
was rare; not only was each man armed and dangebemisalso each
had signed articles that did not allow for suchivitgt The presence of
any man who caused disruption in the community wak tolerated in
law or in practice.

At the same time both the Masonic lodge and thatgitife were
gripped by the same evils that pervade the humanditon. Pride and
greed guaranteed that some were at a higher |é&egl others. While
equality might exist within an individual lodge,etHodges soon sepa-
rated, with the sea captains and shipowners beigntp one and the
dockworkers and ship's crews belonging to another.
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As in the earliest days of the Knights Templar, socore families
were able to use and discard the rank and file itit Whe pirates who
sailed under the same flag as the Templars neeaulgdl\t on the elite
few who could walk in both worlds. Like the Sinckiin the Old
World, the Livingstons, Gardiners, and Philipses tire New World
could operate and profit through their connectian the underworld.
At the same time they could retreat to their mahouses while the
Kidds and the de Molays bore the blame.

Although the seed of a democratic society had fdrraboard the
pirate ships and among the Templar fighting unite remnants of a
feudal society remained. Ex-Templars and elite liamicontinued their
symbiotic relationship in America in the years tome. Family wealth
would be built through secret societies. Profitsuldobe made from
smuggling, the slave trade, and even the opiunfigkéig business,
where the fleets of the China traders would stll snder the skull and
crossbones. As in the fourteenth century, the riskse often borne by
the many, while the gains were enjoyed only by feer who could
exist in both worlds.



PART TWO

The Lodge and the
Revolution

FOUR HUNDRED YEARS AFTER the  Templar
order was outlawed by the papal authority, it wasll s
alive in the form of numerous entities. Despite nbei
fractured by the religious squabbles of Europe, theler
still retained many of its goals, which included néual,
resistance to the overbearing religious powers lké tday,
and a conspiratorial brotherhood of self-protectiomBy
the early eighteenth century there were severaltituns
tions that could claim direct descent from the ioad
Knights Templar. Among these groups were military
orders that could exist in the open and secret etiesi
that survived underground. The secret society ofdeun
ground Masonry in  Scotland was the most authentic
remnant Templar group, and it would later call lits¢éhe
Ancient Lodge.
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The underground lodge system had been the refugehefex-
Templars; for decades it helped many survive aratlearrest. Through
the centuries, however, the lodge system became wmoen, and it gave
birth to the more public Freemasonry. The world &mel Masonic lodges
would then become divided as a result of religipaljtics, and econom-
ics. No longer would every Mason be welcomed imgladge.

Europe and Masonry would be torn apart by the temghinst the
papacy. The conflicts that had started in Europendotheir way over
the Atlantic, as did the solutions. The revolt agaithe Church led to a
revolt against the aristocratic system that kept ithajority in a peasant
caste. This economic revolt gave rise to a middsscin which anyone
could participate provided he could find a meanscr& societies and
law breaking provided the fastest route to econqrasperity.

Europe was rife with conspiracies great and snid#n conspired
to protect themselves from the horrors of the aomswars over reli-
gion. They conspired to protect their own indudty keeping compe-
tition out. They conspired to break a multitude tcdde laws that did
little to foster trade and much to enrich the kindgshd everywhere
there was conspiracy, there were places for camsps to meet. The
lodge system provided that refuge.

Not all conspiracy could be considered bad. JoirEnsecret society
in America provided the means to raise one's staiio life, to find
work, to belong to a community, and to transcenel téligious squab-
bles of the Europeans. At the same time, it alsovided avenues to
wealth through breaking the law, and it bred dissend stirred the
mobs against the weak government. Once the hstiliagainst the
crown started, secret societies allowed the cdigriis create a spy net-
work and to strike the enemy in the most unsuspeatiay.

The American Revolution began as a reaction toaBritcracking
down on smuggling. Those whom the British declasedugglers were
considered by the Americans simply to be merchaalithough these
merchants had something in common. Like pirate® #mugglers
needed connections to survive. This meant belongimgthe right
lodges. While smuggling was done by individual rhartts, it required
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a support system that was anything but small. Marth buying even
basic commodities from any of the numerous Europgessessions in
the New World were almost always breaking the lawsystem of trust
evolved through a secret society: Masonry.

The American Revolution was fought by a networkspfes, diplo-
mats, smugglers, Freemasons, and slave tradermugh they were rarely
united politically, they did share an interest—aheé means to accom-
plish their interest. Masonic ties allowed condpira from England, New
England, New York, and the Carolinas to find a cannground and
make critical moves behind the scenes. One promimample is
Benjamin Franklin, who moved freely through Masorigcles that
stretched from London to Paris and Nantes. Frankhls able to stir dis-
sent among the British, bring in supplies from thetherlands, and ulti-
mately bring the French into the war. From BritaFranklin enlisted
members of a hedonistic entity known as the Hellfitlub, whose
orgiastic activities would shock even modern Bnitadb muster public
support against the war and for the Sons of Libéftyough a smuggling
network that operated in the Caribbean from Bermwda from
Europe, American sea captains supplied the Rewolaties with muni-
tions. Franklin's Masonic connections in France ewavealthy slave
traders, often Huguenots, who operated through dodgstems that
reached everywhere their ships sailed. Friends wais@ found among the
aristocratic class in France, with Masonry agaivin@the way—even as
the royals were ardent Catholics.

In a most audacious move, a wealthy French famiijpeld the
British admiral heading the war effort to deny soipto Cornwallis at
Yorktown. At the same time the French contingemt by the Knights
of the Sovereign Order of Malta supplied the Amemicside. The
American Revolution was won not on the battlefialsl much as in the
secret meetings of numerous conspirators like BeinjaFranklin and
his lodge brothers.

With the war won, the architects of the new repulgave birth to
a government steeped in Masonic symbolism, while sirayton
founded an aristocratic society where breedingterddity were the
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most important tickets for admission. Strange? Ymg, less so as one
understands the maelstrom of the eighteenth-centuogld, in which
the old ways of religious and aristocratic authontere being chal-
lenged on a regular basis.

The dramatic changes that affected everyone's diédlycreated a
nation while also fostering a new elite. The neweglunfortunately,
promoted an elitist attitude long after the indegmnce that allowed
criminal activity, as long as they were the ultimbeneficiaries.

John Hancock might serve as the best example oélacannected
Mason who became a great patriot for the sake sf dwn fortune.
With one foot in an elite lodge and the other imvarkingman s lodge,
he somehow was able to present himself as a changdidiberty and a
prince of industry. Hancock rode in a well-appoihtearriage around
Boston clad in the aristocratic purple that was tedemark, yet he
would be a hero to the thousands of hardworkingkaiockers who
depended on him for employment. One could argué ttia American
Revolution started when a ship belonging to Hancabk Liberty, was
seized. The event and the actions that followednected the wealthy
Hancock and his lodge to the working class, whoomgdéd to numer-
ous other lodges, and to Sam Adams.

John Hancock was born into a wealthy and connecatedcantile
family. He became one of the wealthiest merchantsugh inheritance
from an uncle. He understood from early on that erctmant needed
connections, and one very important way to develuse connections
was through Masonry. Hancock's uncle became a Masaan aristo-
cratic lodge in Canada. By being admitted to a éodig one city he
could then attend lodge gatherings in other citlesBoston, Hancock
would attend the meetings of a working-class lodg@wn as Saint
Andrew's.

Masonry was undergoing a great change. The crafnrerica and
England had seen a dilution of its original valughkjch had included lib-
erty and equality. While liberty was prized by afjuality was not pres-
ent in the new class system. What would be callddern" Masonry
shared much with the rising mercantile and protessdiclasses that
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formed the English Whig party in the political aseéind a bourgeois class
in the economy. With new Masons accepted by ineitaand common

agreement, individuals in the lower echelons of ¢hanging society—a

stonemason, for example—were not always welcomés Whs a repudi-

ation of the Masonic ideals, and the effect wag #ra elite class was
allowed to develop and service the careers of @mbrers.

Politics and religion were still inseparable, aitd tModern Lodge
Masons were pro-Parliament and very much Protestarg time when
the world was still fighting a constant series odirgv over the religious
leanings and marriages of its kings and queens.

On June 24, 1717, representatives from four Endlislyes met at
the Goose and Gridiron alehouse in London and ededhe Grand
Lodge. By going public the Grand Lodge, also knoas the Mother
Lodge, ended centuries of underground operationstedd of being a
craft guild where members of the same trades coodgt and act to
serve one another's interests, no longer was acylart trade required
for membership. Masonry in the Grand Lodge styleab®e "specula-
tive" masonry; this modern interpretation elimirthtéhe titles and tools
of a working craft and made them into mystical spiab There were
four major lodges in England that went public teeate the Grand
Lodge. They had been meeting for years, so it vdsmuch of an event
at the time. Within two years the number of lodgesreased tenfold,
but as many as twenty-six had been already in tipara

When these lodges met, they toasted the Hanovéiran and sang
patriotic songs. Because this was just a short tufter the most recent
Scottish rebellion, the Modern Masons hoped thahgygublic would
distance them from the Scottish Masons and heim tinoid suspicion.

The establishment of the English Modern Grand Lodgea public
institution served more than one purpose: It albviinglish masons to
publicly distance themselves from Jacobite Masans, it also may have
forced the Scottish and Irish lodges to go pubiica very complicated
world where the change of the monarchy would oftead to war,
these lodges were ostensibly pro-Catholic and poaarchy; in
England they were the basis for the Tory party. 8uhe same time as
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these lodges were accused of being reactionary, dlctually held the
finer Masonic ideals to be true.

Although they often fell on the Catholic side ofetmever-ending
religious wars, the Grand Lodge had more to do Wigmplar tradition
than adherence to the papal authority. The Grandgéohad three
degrees: Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Btad¥lason. The
Scottish Rite Masonry claimed higher degrees amdctidescent from
the Templar organization.

In 1603 James VI of Scotland became James | ofdfkglJames was a
Stuart, and his family was connected to the Guigedine families of
France, who had been instrumental in the creatibnthe Knights
Templar. The old Templar sword and the trowel o thaster builder,
which were so important to the roles born hundrefdgears before, were
now part of the Stuart heraldry. The Stuart ascendb the throne
attempted to undo the losses of both Scotland aattholicism. Noble
Scottish families played a strong role in Englaraffairs, and two fami-
lies, the Hamiltons and the Montgomeries, movedrétand to start the
Ulster Plantatiod.James | was Catholic and a Freemason, and inaithe e
seventeenth century his status would politicize dfag. James constantly
fought with Parliament, which tried to increase iitluence in matters
such as taxation, foreign policy, and religion. T®i@art rule would not
last the century; it ended with the Glorious Retiolu of 1688.

Charles |, the son of James |, ascended the thnoh&25. The Parlia-
ment of 1640 to 1641, however, declared that it aodthe king had the
power to tax. This threat to the king's power mighve led to the 1641
rebellion in Ireland against the Protestant ruléhilé/Charles | was actu-
ally Anglican, his wife and his Stuart family weBatholic. Parliament saw
the Irish rebellion as a conspiracy; they felt Kieg was using the rebel-
lion to raise troops to form a counterrevolutionaiagt Protestantism.
Parliament attempted to end the king's power tser&ioops, but the king
ordered soldiers to arrest certain members of &madnt. Civil war broke
out, and it ended with the Stuart king being bebkdad
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The alternative to Charles's actions was worse, elvewy with
Cromwell attacking not only Catholics but extrenssicts of Protestants
as well. His Commonwealth did not last the decaabel, remarkably, the
son of the beheaded king, Charles II, was put entltihone. Charles Il
abolished many of the privileges of the monarchy, when his Catholic
brother, James Il, took the throne the old religidwugaboo reared its
head again. James was dumped in the Glorious Révalu

Charles and James had a sister, Mary, who had edathie Dutch
prince of Orange. James also had a daughter nanaeg, Mho was a
Protestant and who also strengthened the family with the Dutch by
marrying the son of the Prince of Orange, Williaihh The Dutch House
of Orange was united from earlier times with therr@an House of
Nassau, a region bordering on the state of Hesseoudld shed the des-
ignation Nassau-Orange and come to be called sintpy House of
Orange. German families were especially adept atatt of strategic
marriages, and after the hard-won struggle to bet English throne,
the Stuarts would lose it to the House of Orange.

A new Bill of Rights was established under Williawh Orange and
Mary, but it did not resemble the later Americarl Bif Rights, as it
banned Catholics from the throne. The rule of \&fili and Mary also
gave rise to the Tory and Whig factions. The Wlagtibn was made up
of several powerful English and Scottish familiesdawas based in
Protestant Holland, which was under the rule of Hwmuse of Orange.
A brotherhood modeled on Masonry was establishedl ealled itself
the Order of Orange. It was anti-Catholic, andlétsacy lives on today
in Belfast, where the no-longer-secret order has buandred thousand
members.

When William died (years after Mary passed awakip tlaughter of
James Il, Anne, took the throne. When Anne died, House of Orange
relinquished the throne to the rulers of the Germstate of Hanover.
From that point on the Hanoverians provided Englawith all her
monarchs, though they did change the family namehmater to the
House of Windsor to appear less German. Anne wasesded by the
grandson of Elizabeth Stuart and Friedrich, Cowatihe.
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The Stuarts clung to the belief that they couldanmegthe throne.
For the purpose of putting a Stuart heir back oa throne, a new
branch of Freemasonry was created by Michael Rans&cottish mys-
tic and the tutor of the children of James IIl. Hilan was to resurrect
the old ideals. He modeled the new branch afterKhights Templar,
and for the first time in three hundred years heuldiopublicly claim
what many in Scotland and Ireland had kept sedhett the Masonic
organization was the direct heir of the originalderground organiza-
tion. One of Ramsay's co-organizers, the Earl ofrweat Water,
claimed that the authority to create the Knightampkar lodge came
from the Kilwinning Lodge, Scotland's oldest lodge.

The Kilwinning Lodge was actually formed before theest of the
Templars. It dates to 1120, and by the seventeesritury it was prac-
ticing speculative Masonry, meaning it wasn't siynal craft guild. The
history of the Kilwinning Lodge is complicated, @swas first inde-
pendent, then joined, then separated from, and tbgmed again the
Grand Lodge of Scotland.

Following the creation of the new lodge, a seridspoo-Stuart
Jacobite uprisings of the early eighteenth centuegan, which culmi-
nated in the horrible defeat at Culloden in 174G the English,
Culloden was meant to be the last attempt by Sutbtldfter the bat-
tle the survivors were hunted down and killed. THamilies, too, were
prosecuted, and a massive Scottish emigration dasomich of it to
the Americas.

Events in the not-so-United Kingdom affected the ekican con-
tinent in many ways: European wars became Amenars, Protestants
increased their suspicions of Catholics, and thepldcement of popu-
lations and religious intolerance caused waves dfjrations by
Puritans, Huguenots, and Scotch and lIrish Catholitese events also
forever changed Masonry. Masonry was linked to tBwiarts in
Scotland, as the craft had developed and lodges rhat since the
ancient days of Henry Sinclair's guardian stattsvds not, however, a
Jacobite conspiracy, as lodges met in England dk ameong the anti-
Jacobite, pro-Whig, pro-Parliament system that wamwer.
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In America the Grand (Modern) Lodge was establisteatly.
Though accurate records remain undiscovered, onethef earliest
appointments was by the Duke of Norfolk, who in Q78ranted to
Daniel Coxe of New Jersey the grand master titteNew Jersey, New
York, and Pennsylvania.

In 1733 Henry Price founded a Grand Lodge in Ba$tdames
Oglethorpe, known in American history as the foundé the colony
of Georgia, established and became master of hisngse lodge in
Savannah. His family included active Jacobites, hisdless than enthu-
siastic command of English forces led to his conattial.

By 1738 there were established lodges meeting istdn New
York, Philadelphia, Charleston, and Cape Fear, IN@arolina> They
attracted and admitted the merchants and shipowwhite excluding
the average worker. This was not the intent of t&totMasonry, which
stuck to the principles of an egalitarian society.

In Boston and Philadelphia new lodges sprang uemagly with-
out any authority. The most celebrated is the SAimirew's Lodge in
Boston, which met at the Green Dragon Tavern. deikeed its warrant
from the Scottish Rite Lodge rather than the Grandge, and a fis-
sure was created in American Masonry. The anciedfjds attracted a
handful of the merchant class but were made up Iynadt craftsmen,
artisans, carpenters, and shipwrights. The notableeptions in the
Saint Andrew's Lodge were Dr. Joseph Warren, wieaime grand mas-
ter, and John Hancock. Both men served importaldgsrin the early
conflicts that ignited the war.

Masons played roles on both the English and the rivaie sides of
the conflict. In the confusion, a revolution stdrtey the Boston Whigs
operating out of a lodge chartered by a Scottiglgdosystem found as
opposition the Catholic Scots that had remainedy.TAs brother fought
brother and neighbor fought neighbor, Masons toouldofight on
either side of the American Revolution.

Masonic influences started the war, and Masonimeotions tipped
the balance toward the Revolutionary side. Whenathiewas finally over,
Masonry played the single most important role iating the new nation.



Chapter 5

SMUGGLERS, PATRIOTS,
AND MASONS

On November 16, 1776, the first salute acknowleddimg sover-

eignty of the United States of America was fired.nmight have
been fired by France, which was just days away fjoiming the fight-
ers for the American colonies. It might have beeedfby Spain, which
was next in line and being wooed by American age@tsit might have
been fired by any number of European countries thished to see
Britain suffer a setback in its conquest of theldioBut it wasn't.

The shot was fired by the tiny Dutch possessiorSaint Eustatius,
an island in the Caribbean that was unknown at tina except to sea
captains and traders, and is hardly known todaypitseshe Caribbean's
appeal to travelers. The shot was fired in rephatoational gun salute
by the American brig Andrew Doria. While few haveea heard of the
tiny island commonly called Statia, it was pivotad deciding the
American Revolutionary War and, as a result, Anariéndependence.
The Golden Rock, as the island was also called, twascentral head-
quarters of a massive smuggling operation that gade on through-
out the century and that provided guns and amnwndtito the
struggling Continental army.

At a most critical time of the American Revolutiothe British
Admiral Rodney was in command of a fleet of Britisfarships. He had
been instructed to rendezvous with Cornwallis arkv@wvn, where the
British were dug in and waiting for reinforcent®rand supplies.

100
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Rodney was responsible for bringing help to Cortiwdtom his fleet
and instructing the fleet in New York to bring mdnelp. Had Rodney
reached Virginia, the combined ragtag war-weary Aca@s and their
new allies may not have succeeded.

Rodney decided instead to punish the tiny islandsaiint Eustatius.
He later justified his action by claiming, "Thiscioof only six miles in
length and three in breadth has done England mare hhan all the
arms of her most potent enemies, and alone sugpdhe infamous
American rebellion." Instead of speeding toward gifira, Admiral
Rodney took his time in attacking and then lootithg island's hun-
dreds of merchant ships and stores. The tiny "freeft, the home of
smugglers of several nationalities, paid the pfaeaiding the American
cause. It wasn't until 163 years later when thesigemt of the United
States, Franklin Roosevelt, a Dutchman by descdm was born into
a family that was no stranger to the smuggling mess, would honor
the Dutch island for firing this first salute. A ggue honoring Saint
Eustatius and its governor, Johannes de Graaff, hdd ordered the
salute, was presented.

It is very possible that Saint Eustatius managegl&y two roles:
being one of the key supply depots of the war araliging Admiral
Rodney with a diversion. The actions of the islamdy have caused
Rodney to miss the most important role he mightehalayed in the
Revolution—as well as the ability to emerge frone thattle with his
wealth and prestige intact. It was no accident tadiney was not pres-
ent to save the war.

There is no question that the Battle of Yorktownswhe single
most critical battle of the ten-year war. After &ga was lost by the
British, the English public began to lose its afipefor a protracted
war. Yorktown cinched victory for the Americans,dait was a true
defeat of the British military, thanks in no smpért to the French army
and navy. It disheartened the English populace famlly tipped the
scales in the Parliament. The surrender of Corisvatcompanied to
the tune of "The World Turned Upside Down," playeg the military
band as the army turned in its weapons, marksegabing of the end
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of the war, although the peace treaty would havevait another two
years. It also marks the recognition of Americateipendence.

But the war that ended with the diversion providsda smugglers'
haven also started with an attempt to curb smugglin

LIBERTY SEIZED

In May 1768 the Liberty, a sloop carrying a cargowine imported

from Madeira, entered Boston Harbor. The captaild tine customs
agent, Thomas Kirk, that it contained twenty-fivaesks of wine, but the
agent knew that the ship could carry much more acahgn declared.
It was, after all, a ship belonging to John Hancotke customs agent
decided to look for himself.

Once aboard the Liberty, Kirk was shoved into aircdly a gang of
men who then nailed the door shut. While the ageas locked on
board, the ship was unloaded. When Kirk was retbdse was warned
by another captain that his life and property weredanger should he
ever open his mouth about what happened. He migkie lcomplied,
except that the British warship Romney had alsdedulinto Boston
Harbor. Kirk filed his report, accusing one of tbiéy's most prosperous
merchants of smuggling.

The captain of the Romney landed troops, seizedLtherty, and
towed her out to his own ship. He underestimatesl dmger of the
Boston mob, however. One thousand men made themnglibecause of
the ambitious firm run by the Hancock family. Thepk to the streets
armed with clubs. Their first targets were the oost agents. Several
were beaten by the mob. One, Joseph Harrison, isadvn boat at the
wharf, which the mob burned. While the crowd stortbé customs
house, the Madeira wine of John Hancock was safatyoved from the
docks?

It is no coincidence that Boston would become tkadguarters of
the American Revolution. Boston's economy, and dat fthe economy
of the entire eastern part of Massachusetts, degermoh its maritime
interests. The king of England depended on thenecbe could
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siphon off the business of trade, and he passed that hindered the
profitability of trade. As a result Boston was alfloe epicenter of
American smuggling.

The resistance was financed by a handful of metuding John
Hancock, Josiah Quincy, Elbridge Gerry, James Bamwdand Richard
Derby’ Smuggling served as both the cause of and thei@olto the
problem. What would be regarded as free trade lier New England
merchants was actually smuggling under the law§iat Britain. The
economic life of the colonies depended on breakhe laws. America
became so adept at smuggling that it was the pyimagans of supply-
ing itself for the long war.

Britain had passed a series of laws over the coofghe previous
hundred years, starting in 1660 when the king mstrictions on cer-
tain commodities. Tobacco was the first smuggleeimjt and later
molasses continued a lively business. In 1707 &adnt forbade any
commerce that did not sail through Britain and sait on a British
ship. In 1733 the Molasses Act closed the loopholed allowed the
Caribbean trade, as well as trading with the Fréfictually all trade in
molasses was illegal under British maritime tradées, although they
were rarely enforced.

A commodity such as sugar cost 30 percent more &dritish
island in the Caribbean than in a French-contrdiéhd. In fact, the
available sugar produced for export in the Brilfgast Indies was not
enough to keep the Rhode Island distillery busisegplied. On the
other hand, a ship loaded with lumber from New Endlwould not
find enough of a market among the British islafidading with the
Dutch and French was a necessity made illegal ¢nylaéion.

The Molasses Act, which specifically targeted tine and sugar
trade, appeared to New England merchants as iotextity designed to
aid the British West Indies plantations at the ergeeof the New
England merchants. But from the English king's yieint, he was
merely treating American merchants equally. He mbgg merchants as
ripe for the plucking. In fact, American merchawere possibly better
protected at sea than were English merchants a¢ hom
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The merchants of the newly formed colonies woukhdily accept
their positions as smugglers as the law becameegnttounterproduc-
tive to business. Those who complied were soonobudiusiness; those
who defied the law succeeded. For the people sgekiedom from
religious persecution, necessity brought such obsngrhe colonists
were already persecuted by the very nature of ttedigion, so being
on the wrong side of the trade laws mattered little

The Huguenots in Europe had already made a veopgtpresence
in the ranks of the merchant traders. They werenoRrench, but under
constant threat of the Catholic monarchy, they werenobile popula-
tion. Exiled for years in the Netherlands, they dme allied with
Walloon-speaking peoples, and together they midraseross the
Atlantic.

The anti-Rome reaction that later became known &g t
Reformation began long before Martin Luther. Theth@da movement
in the south of France had been more of a thregRdme than Islam
represented. The Cathari believed in a purity inctviman and woman
shared in directly relating to God. This purity wamde possible with-
out a patriarchal hierarchy of priests, bishopsdicals, and popes. To
the papacy the threat of losing power and the implihreat of loss of
revenue produced by Church taxes were more importaan the
armies of Islam. The purists Cathari took as tt®imbol the dove,
which even in Catholic art represents knowledgee ®ame Gnostic
sentiment was shared by the Knights Templar. Thearship of an
alleged severed head called Baphomet was actuallapgporeciation of
wisdom, or sophia in the Greek translation. Althougnder torture
some Templars confessed to worshiping a severed, fieare is no proof
of its existence.

When the pope decided the Cathari would be thenwicbf a cru-
sade, he had to get support from England; the Tansf France had
refused. Ironically, the Templars, who were suppote take direction
only from the pope, fought against their mastere Eind for the Cathari
came at the siege of Montsegur, where Templar ksiglefended the
Cathari until their surrender.
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While both the Templars and the Cathari were vistiof the
Church, the tradition of a more humanistic Cathaligion continued.
The blood of the Cathar defenders watered the @bikouthern and
western France, and when the seed of the reformassplanted three
centuries later, it bore the most abundant fruithiose lands. Both the
Templars and the Cathari carried their ideas intdeeinto nearby
Switzerland, and this group of cantons became atcpuhat protected
the reform movement.

Although Martin Luther of Germany and John Calvif France,
who were both exiled to Switzerland, were betteroin for the
Reformation, it had begun earlier among the pomulad France.
Hughes Besancon, a preacher, may have gave his tmathe people of
the Reformation, the Huguenots. They were oftenemthan just spir-
itual descendants of the earlier attempts at rafggnChristianity. The
Templar eight-sided cross became the cross of ledmm and subse-
quently the Huguenot cross. Combined with the dediog dove, the
symbolism of the cross and dove is hard to miss.

THE TEMPLE AND THE CROSS

As a large contingent of French Templars had sediin what would

become Switzerland, it is not surprising that thet&tant Reformation,
under leaders like John Calvin, would find refugeSwitzerland at the
same time that the religious revolution was spregdiapidly through

France and into England. Within twenty years ofv®éd proselytizing,

Huguenots were established in France; in Kent, &mjl in the Channel
Islands; and in the New World. The reaction to dwnversion was
equally swift. In 1545 Protestants were massacrdtkrdurned at the
stake—in twenty-two towns. It seemed like the &dthar crusade was
starting all over again. The powers behind theioaigKnights Templar

were often found on both sides of the reform movameé&he Guise fam-
ily, which owned the border state of Lorraine, wenditant Catholics.

The duc de Guise instigated anti-Huguenot massaamnestoppled any
peaceful initiatives that the French king attempted
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When Charles IX became king of France, the Queerthéfp
Catherine de Medici, controlled France. While shasvallied with the
Guise family, there was no peace. Through the cegntlue Christian-
versus-Christian wars worsened, highlighted by Héylel assassinations
and ultimately the St. Bartholemew's Day Massaattegre tens of thou-
sands of Huguenots were slaughtered. Finally HerfirMavarre became
king. He owed his political survival to the Hugué&ndut needed to
remain Catholic to be king. He could appease batums by bringing
peace and religious tolerance to France with théctEdf Nantes in
1598. Religious freedom was granted in degreeshtistians in seventy-
five towns. By this time the port of La Rochelleyce a Templar strong-
hold, was now a Huguenot stronghold. Reportedly @sholic mass
was not said for forty years in La Rochelle.

The cross of Lorraine and the eight-pointed Maltesess came to
represent both sides of the religious conflict. the Huguenots the cross
with a descending dove represented the freedomeék §€od through
individual knowledge. To the Catholic orders, sugh the Knights of
Saint John, the same cross represented the fewdal @ which the
Church and the king were the masters.

The protection granted under the Edict of Nantes waddenly
revoked a century later, and fifty thousand farmilfeed France for their
safety. The Huguenots were a mobile population, thety were also
highly organized in lodges or guilds. They wouldndeate many
industries, such as thread and lace making, gldésemaand cloth man-
ufacturing. With no homeland, many took to the ssamerchants and
traders. As merchants they were under threat di poticy and English
customs; many turned to piracy, to smuggling, anthe Americas. The
Huguenots were among the largest groups to settth b-rench
Canada and English America. From Nova Scotia tot@gsNew York,
the ports of the Carolinas, and even south to €dgriHuguenots
escaped the volatile climate of Europe.

The colonies of the New World did not always offae freedoms
desired, but religious and social prejudice wasamim comparison to
the repressive religious wars of the Continent.recoic repression
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became the threat to the colonists’ newfound pragpelhe series of
laws designed to raise the king's taxes or prdiecfriends, such as the
British East India Company, affected the coloniesms more than

others.

MERCHANTS AND SMUGGLERS

For Virginia the laws weren't much of a detrimeas, the state's prod-
ucts were shipped directly to markets in EnglandwNEngland in gen-
eral, including Boston, was self-sufficient in caamigon, a mercantilist
entity that had the materials and manpower to bships and trade
with the world. The currency of the time reflectsstj how important
trade was. The most common currency in New Englavas the

Spanish dollar, the famous piece of eight. Whilenynaurrencies traded
hands, including money from France, the Netherlaratel Portugal,
they were all valued against the Spanish dollar.

Merchants who understood their business profitedmfr the
unworkable policies and unenforceable rules. A dgpistarting point
was the British-owned island of Saint Kitts, whispecialized in false
British documents. On Saint Kitts a captain coulty @ cash-only fee
to secure the necessary documents showing thatahg® was sold in a
British port. From Saint Kitts he would then takbet cargo to
whichever foreign island paid the best for his cardity.

Trade with foreign nations was so ingrained in NEwngland that
smuggling was just a natural consequence. Theiatgtr laws, enacted
one after another, were hardly enforced, as Britdith not have the
means. Customs agents in general were receptiveribes, as were
many officials. The numerous ships of the Bostonraments carried
restricted items such as gunpowder, paper, andyugaods along with
bulk commodities like sugar, molasses, and spatitsard the same ships
as those carrying legal commodities.

The damage done was twofold. The British preserdéuitrary
rules that were apparently designed to sacrifieeititerests of some to
the interests of others. The Americans, an appgrpribcipled people,
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were developing a deeper disrespect for the law.thgy time of the
Revolution, smuggling had been a way of life footgenerations.

John Faneuil, whose name is immortalized in Bosté@neuil Hall,
was a French Huguenot whose fortune was built mobdiying the
laws of the absentee government. He was a Freenwtsantime when
most Masons belonged to lodges that were compobgeaple in sim-
ilar trades. Faneuil's lodge consisted of sea g&pt@nd merchants. John
Hancock was another merchant, shipowner, Masonsamgler.

John Hancock was born in Braintree, Massachusetts737. He
was seven when his father died, so he was serivéowith his uncle
Thomas. Thomas, an apprenticed bookbinder, hadigdamto one of
New England's wealthiest merchant families, and assult became rich
himself. While he claimed he was in the whale-oilsiness, he did
much better than other legal commodity merchantke Twhale-oil
business was one of the few legal trading busisessavhich a person
could sell to Britain and get cash, in the form stérling, rather than
trade credits, which depended on the solvencyladrdiouses.

Thomas Hancock's ships carried foodstuffs to Newditand, then
took on whale oil in exchange and sailed for Endla@thers, however,
engaged in the same trade, and because of thdlitolet the prices of
these commodities, the merchants would not alwayswdll. Hancock
had a larger house, dressed in a more dignifielé sisan his fellow mer-
chants, and was rapidly building a small navy afling ships.

Hancock's secret was that he was importing tea frBaint
Eustatius. He had his agents in England, in then&&tnds, and on the
island that came to be called the Golden Rock. Addak ship would
sail south to the Dutch port on Saint Eustatiushw#gally exported
items and return with contraband. Hancock mainthiae high degree
of secrecy aboard his ships to avoid attractingnditin. His men were
cautioned never to speak of their business, ance wart allowed to
write home to their wives.

As a smuggler, Hancock was also a visionary. Maks¢ly he
received news of Europe through his agents in uariports. When he
came to the conclusion that war in Europe wouteéag to the
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colonies, he anticipated the profits it could briingm importing arms.
During the French and Indian Wars, the poorly sigopBritish troops
came to Hancock's firm to buy munitions.

Hancock's sudden rise in wealth thanks to sounéhéss practices—
and illegal trading practices—eventually broughhhittention. While his
contemporaries were mystified by Hancock's wealite governor,
Thomas Hutchinson, was not. But finding proof wasther issue.

Thanks to the wealth of Thomas Hancock and his, finlm nephew
John, whom he adopted, was sent to Harvard andugted to a part-
nership in the company. Thomas died in 1764, arfth Joherited the
business. Today the value of his inheritance igmes¢éd at more than
$100 million? While not yet thirty, John Hancock was at the helfra
thriving business. He emulated his uncle in every way; he valued his
ostentatious home, he rode in a fine carriage, l@dnade his money
in the smuggling business.

One of the goods Hancock smuggled was tea. Withofhening of
trade in China, Americans, like their British cosi became addicted to
the exotic beverage. The colonists drank an estidhaix million pounds
of tea per year. In 1773 Hancock supplied one omillpounds. It was, of
course, good business, but although it was verfitabte, it was also ille-
gal. The British East India Company was given a opaty over the tea
business, and as coincidence would have it, Thdthashinson, the act-
ing governor of Massachusetts, was an investdnércompany. In fact, he
committed all his capital to company shatds. addition, his pay was
linked to how much tax he collected on the tea.

The British East India Company was the second #rdgritish
financial institution, second only to the Bank ohdfand. It was also
near bankruptcy, as it had not managed to addighaCto opium yet.
The company set the price of tea at three shilliagsound, compared
with the two shillings a pound set by the Dutch.eThompany so
important to the British aristocracy then had thatigh government
ban all other tea. It was a move that served oalymake smuggling
profitable and to pit the governor of Massachusatiainst her wealthy
citizens, who rose to the occasion.
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Hancock remained a member of the Grand Lodge fgear, and
when he received his inheritance he returned torand Lodge, min-
gling with people of similar newfound merchant ggatHis business,
however, depended on the labor of the dockworkeid shipbuilders,
warehousemen and carpenters, so he could not sepsraself com-
pletely from the common men of Boston. Hancock rieed close to
Sam Adams, who had the ear of the worker populage which
Hancock prospered. Carefully treading his way irthboircles was a
necessity, and when it came time to putting hiskers between him-
self and the British law, Hancock didn't hesitate.

If Hancock's motivation for rebelling against theown seemed
only monetary, he was fortunate to meet men whosévations were
political.

SAMUEL ADAMS

Sam Adams was born in Boston. His father, Samuglvgs a pillar of
the community and was called the Deacon. He waseachant who
owned a wharf, he was a brewer, and he was antowés land and
property. His high status did not keep him aboveting houses that
were used as brothels. However, young Sam had grewrwith an
aversion to sin; he didn't smoke or drink. Borroiat family of twelve
children, he enrolled in Harvard at age fourteed ptaced fifth in his
graduating class of twenty-two scholars.

High standards did not mean great fortune for the &f the Deacon.
Samuel Sr. had lost one third of his money in thdyel740s as a result
of a currency crisis. Sam Jr., who was studying &wvhe time, had to
leave school. He waited tables. He went to worla inountinghouse but
left the position by mutual consent with the ownéte borrowed
£1,000 to start a business, but it failed and thbt demained. Adams
then went to work in his father's brewery. Butppaared that Sam Jr. was
not career bound; he dressed badly, often weatiagsame clothes for
days. He had no money, and whatever money he oceli had he for-
got to carry with him. He had few prospects.
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Adams did have a strong sense of values, in botbopal life and
political affairs. When he was not allowed entry time Caucus Club,
which dominated political affairs, he started hisno While the Caucus
Club appealed to the wealthy shipowners and metshbke Thomas
Hancock, Sam Adams's club allowed in the dockwor&ed the mill
worker. Within his circle were the Loyall Nine, wheould manipulate
mobs, sometimes by simply putting up signs all oBeston to bring
out the mobs the next day. Sam Adams was not arfasmn, but his
circles overlapped with Masonic groups and his @eoretive cells. He
manipulated Masons, dockworkers, shipwrights, amigasvners for his
cause.

When Sam Jr. was twenty-six, his father died. Saherited the
brewery, as well as enough money to pay off histddeHe also had
enough money to get married; the next year he wédalieth
Checkley. But the idyllic life didn't last long. Adhs's poor management
of the brewery caused the firm to fail.

Adams was elected tax collector of Boston a shiore tlater, a job
that would last until he was forty-seven. It waswkver, not a pleasant
career. He was accused of malfeasance, sued seiwees, and almost
lost his own property at auction. His failing wais mability to collect
from many people, as Boston had suffered severessens that kept
many unemployed, yet Adams would still count thesn having paid.
His crime, according to one biographer, was beingdhearted,
although at the same time he was considered ahzoaler of money.

When Elizabeth died, Adams was at least solvenugmdo marry
a second time. In 1764 he owned a home, receivednia from the
wharf, and had a new wife, two children, and a Newflland dog that
had acquired a hatred for anyone in a British unifolf his personal
financial status was rocky at best, Adams's palitithesis always
remained solid. He believed the loss of a sindderty was the first step
to enslavement. He would never back down from ith=al, even when
other Revolutionary War leaders modified their othinking after lib-
erty had been achieved. He wrote that every manthadight to life,
liberty, and property, as well as the right to supand defend such
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rights. While most of Boston's merchants were gaamgund the laws
of England, Adams believed in confronting the lawkree years before
the Liberty was seized in Boston's port, Adams doln Hancock had
started a letter-writing campaign to fight the Spefct.

The meeting of Adams and Hancock may be one ofnibst crit-
ical events of the war for independence. Hancoakiided the money
to keep Adams's political clubs afloat while Adaradidated the ideals
and enlisted the mobs that would make sure everyogmrd about
them. Following the Stamp Act, an Adams-incited niadm the water-
front attacked the Admiralty Court and attempted destroy all its
records. Then it turned on the home of Justice Moson, who years
earlier had outlawed paper money, bringing ruin nb@any including
Adams's father. A Sam Adams editorial the next dapdemned mob
violence and pointed out the unfairness of the Btakot. In the edi-
torial he called the mobs the Sons of Liberty, nggnthem after a
speech in the English Parliament by Isaac Barrepayhizing with the
American cause. Chapters of the Sons of Libertyewtien started in
every city in the North.

When the Liberty was seized, Sam Adams again adotts® mobs,
telling them, "If you are men, behave like mérte also started a cel-
ebration to commemorate three years of resistanocéhé Stamp Act.
Free beer flowed thanks to his brewery. But evel\@@ms was respon-
sible for inciting the mobs, he and a handful ofripa leaders later
negotiated peace. Hancock was acquitted of smugglirarges and the
mobs went unpunished. This rebellion, along witlyemeral boycott of
British goods in Boston and Philadelphia, led tee trepeal of the
Townshend Acts, but Britain would still quarterdps in Boston.

Although the situation quieted, the mobs were gipémty of fod-
der for future riots. While the officers of the Bsh were welcomed in
Tory homes, the common man had no room for the cmmsoldier.
Bar brawls and street fights were started amongnoomers, and many
British soldiers deserted as a result of the harshtment and the hos-
tile daily life.

Two years after the Liberty affair, a mob armecdhveihowballs con-
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taining rocks went after the British. The fight ukted in gunfire from

the redcoats, and four Bostonians were killed. A&s vwdams's style, the
confrontation was orchestrated; three days befbee ihcident, posters
appeared informing that the British would be atiagktownspeople.
Adams's newspaper had been publishing incidentsbays being

roughed up by soldiers and of rape committed by dbeupying army.

The day of the massacre church bells all over Bostmg to alert peo-
ple that something was happening. Adams would dhb incident the
Boston Massacre, a name that has survived in gherfibooks.

Remarkably, the patriots again brokered the pedoén Adams,
who had defended John Hancock in the Liberty intideefended the
captain of the British soldiers in the Boston Masea

The confrontations worked, but even after repeatimgy Townshend
Acts, the king of England decided not to lose facel keep the exclu-
sive right of the British East India Company tol 4eh to America. He
would also appoint just which agents could impt® tea in America.
The colonies responded by boycotting tea. Consumptof tea
dropped dramatically. In 1769 the colonies had irgmb tea costing
900,000 pounds sterling, a figure that dropped 3@,@00 pounds ster-
ling three years later. This drop of almost 75 patcdid not help the
British East India Company, which was nearly bapkruThe king
decided that the tea would be forced on the cotonie

In October 1773 Philadelphia was first to hold nrregt and
appoint a committee to challenge the authority loé tking and the
British East India Company. They forced the Britigka agents to
resign. In November meetings in Boston attemptedorce a similar
action, but the colonial governor was opposed teirthresignation.
Three ships sailed into Boston Harbor, and degpiecolonists' refusal
to unload them, Governor Hutchinson demanded thatdity pay the
tax on the tea aboard the ships, even if theydaieay unloaded.

Sam Adams addressed a crowd of eight thousandlljoth® oppo-
sition to the tea tax, but that was just part of fhlan. At the Green
Dragon Tavern, later called Freemasons Hall, SAmtrew's Lodge and
other groups, some clandestine, would meet. WhéeMasonic groups
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were aboveboard and signed in at every meetingrajhoups such as
the Committee of Correspondence, the North End @guand the
Sons of Liberty (with their core group, the Loyalline) could not
always afford to be so open. The Freemasons, whigh an ancient
order-chartered lodge, had the largest and mosh @pembership, and
often membership overlapped between it and othgarozations. The
North End Caucus consisted of the wealthier shimyanthe Masons
were more a working-class group.

Adams and his Sons of Liberty decided to dress sipMahawks
and board the British tea ships. They cracked opem thousand
pounds' worth of Darjeeling tea and dumped it ith@ water. The
night of the event, which became known as the Bostea Party, was
a regular lodge-meeting night. Only five memberevetd up for the
meeting, however, signing their names and leavingotation in the
book that the meeting would not be held on accapinthe lack of
attendance. These members were most likely Torresvere at least
opposed to the planned activity, and their sigregtuwould possibly
serve as alibis. At least twelve of the thirty kmowMohawks" were
Saint Andrew's Lodge members, although Sam Adams mat, and
twelve more would join the lodge after the Tea Ya#t a time when
the Modern Lodges were often Whig and Protestamt #re ancient
lodges were more Tory, Stuart-leaning, and ofteeneCatholic, the
ancient lodge of Saint Andrew's defied the clasatfon of American
Masonry.

Sam Adams was the one to be contended with, anditige knew
it. In a late attempt to stop the resistance, Adams visited by General
Gage, who, on behalf of King George, offered Adaandeal he wasn't
supposed to be able to refuse. The choice was i@ rmaace with the
king and be paid for backing down or to risk theathr of the king.
Adams's reply was, "Sir, | trust | have long simbade my peace with
the King of kings."The Sons of Liberty sent New Emgl horsemen
south to the other colonies, posting handbills wathskull and cross-
bones warning them of the British reactfon.

Adams, while not a Mason, displayed the traditiddebls of the
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craft: liberty, fraternity, and equality. Meanwhiléancock, a Mason, an
elitist who favored a class structure even withia traft, was an active
attendee of both a modern and an ancient lodgehial torand of
Masonry was also developing in the Americas: thétady Lodge.

THE MILITARY LODGE

Shortly after the Grand Lodge went public in thelye@ighteenth cen-
tury, Freemasonry began to grow in both the cokrdad the English
army. Within the army the "lodge" was now mobiledatme parapher-
nalia of Masonry carried by the regiment. The comdsx of a unit
was typically the master of the lodge, and bothicef6 and common
soldiers were brought together by the brotherhobthe lodge. It often
allowed the common-born to advance in rank to efi¢c an option not
available before becoming a lodge brother. Commissiof officers
were still purchased, but the commander would featly lend the
candidate the funds for his commission.

The Irish Grand Lodge, not the English Grand Lodgethorized
the military field lodges. In 1754 the French amdlian Wars began as
a result of French and English hostilities in E@ofhe population of
the colonies had been growing by leaps and boudds, to immigra-
tion from Scotland and Ireland. The new lands effean escape from
the religious war and from post-Culloden perseceytiand provided a
way to increase one's standing in the world. Maegved in the mili-
tary specifically for the social advancement, ahdvas no secret that
being admitted into a lodge was the ticket—and jost for the com-
mon soldier.

Jeffrey Amherst began his career in the militaryirty the War of
Austrian Succession. His military prowess earneth hécognition, but
by the end of that war he was a middling officethaut the prospect
of advancement. Although he had been aide-de-camf@eneral John
Ligonier, Amherst was serving as a procurementceffi The outbreak
of war gave Ligonier the chance to recommend higege for a posi-
tion, yet Amherst did not have the funds to bupmmission. The
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funds were loaned by Lionel Sackville, the First kBuof Dorset.
Sackville's two sons were very active in Masonnhafles Sackville
founded a lodge in Italy and was a close friend Qif Francis
Dashwood, and George Sackville was a regimentafjdochaster who
would later become the grand master of the lIrislan@rLodge. With
the help of friends in high places, Amherst was putcharge of the
siege of Louisbourg in Nova Scotia. Amherst's wvigt@t Louisbourg
and Ticonderoga and his efforts in attacking Maaltreed him to the
position of commander of all the British forceglwe colonies.

Wherever Amherst served he established a fielddpdgd his influ-
ence grew because of his military exploits. Amhevas one of the ear-
liest commanders to establish the different figitimethods that would
work well in the Americas. Instead of two opposirggiments simply
picking away at each other, the new tactics of p$tawoting, camou-
flage, skirmishing, and scouting were employed he teavily wooded
hills of Pennsylvania and New York. Under Amherstammand many
of America's prominent Revolutionary War heroeseneed their train-
ing. These included Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnoiho fought at
Ticonderoga; Israel Putnam, who later would be tezo of Bunker
Hill; Charles Lee, who participated in the attack Blontreal; and the
New York patrician Philip Schuylér. Amherst captured Louisbourg,
Ticonderoga, and finally Montreal in 1760 in theupothat would
cause France to admit defeat and sue for peace.

Amherst was not the only high-ranking military o#ir to spread
Freemasonry throughout the English forces in Anaerit)nder his
command was Lieutenant Colonel John Young, who Hougt
Louisbourg and Quebec. Young had been appointedutglegrand
master of the Scottish Lodge by William St. Clafr Rosslyn. In 1757
Young was the provincial grand master for all theot8sh lodges in
America and the West Indies. He was succeeded lgugtine Prevost,
who became grand master of all the warranted lodgethe British
army that were Scottish Rit8.From Amherst to Young, Prevost, and
further down the command, the Temple and the Loslggtems show
how junior officers have been promoted and subsg@uput in
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charge of lodges that would later dominate Canapliaminces.

When the American Revolution broke out, many highking
British Masons refused to play a role in defeatitte American
colonists. Sir Jeffrey Amherst turned down a comdnaBecause the
Freemasons fought on both sides of the war and-lBarjing Masons
even attended the Green Dragon Tavern in Bostois, fiiot possible to
reach the conclusion that a massive Masonic coagpiwas responsi-
ble for the defeat of the British. However, numeraminor conspira-
cies swirled that certainly thwarted the BritisHitary effort.

Between the Boston Tea Party and the outbreak of tha groups
that Samuel Adams created built up a guerrilla moet that operated
from the inner core, the Loyall Nine, and spreadotber cells. From
there a militia was created and munitions were iobthin secrecy and
kept hidden. English intelligence was active tond aoon the English
decided to seize the munitions and the patriotdeadThey sent troops
into the countryside. The famous "one if by lando tif by sea" warn-
ing was given by Paul Revere, a descendant of achréluguenot fam-
ily and a master craftsman and a Mason.

War broke out on April 19, 1775, when the Massaehasmilitia,
alerted by Revere, attempted to head off an advagused of British
troops. This first battle of Lexington and Concosduld go down in
history as "the shot heard round the world." Thrveseks later Ethan
Allen and Mason Benedict Arnold captured Fort Tideroga in New
York to obtain badly needed supplies and ammunitibn June the
Battle of Bunker Hill exposed the weaknesses ohtsitles. The British
"won" the battle at a tremendous cost, leading mamyquestion the
motives of General Gage, who could have cut off Americans from
reinforcements and didn't, and General Howe, whal Hat the
American forces withdraw intact.

The American forces had their own doubts as wekknMvere not
brought into battle at critical times, the commasicicture was a sham-
bles, there was a lack of discipline among the isidd and there were
inadequate supplies or inadequate means of gettieg supplies to
where they were needed. Among some of the mibfiécers were
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elected, and at critical moments the soldiers teaitihgether to decide
their plan.

Two days before Bunker Hill, John Adams decidedt tiiae
colonists needed a "Continental Army" and a comraandlis choice
for the latter was George Washington. Within daipe tContinental
Congress appointed Washington general and commandghief of the
American army.

George Washington was initiated into Masonry on é&mler 4,
1752, at the age of twenty, in the lodge at Fre#tsburg, Virginia. His
entrance fee was a steep twenty-three poundsngtedn amount the aver-
age man would be unable to afford. But Washingt@s wot an average
man, and although his lodge was an ancient lodgstjlii attracted men
of greater means. George Washington's life seenetdfos that of a
modest landowner until 1752, when his brother di€korge had
looked up to his brother, Lawrence, who had satedhe West Indies
under the command of Admiral Edward Vernon (the esalke of
Mount Vernon) to fight the Spanish. When Lawrencggested George
take a seaman's job, their mother prevented hirs. biother's family,
however, was soon hit with tragedy: Lawrence's e¢hohildren suc-
cumbed to tuberculosis. George went to Barbado$ wawrence in
the hopes of alleviating his brother's conditiont bhe climate change
did not help and Lawrence soon died too.

Through inheritance George's landholdings grew f80@ acres!
Through marriage he would add another 17,500 adénesgasing both
his wealth and his social standing. He rose quidklyis lodge as well,
attaining the rank of Master Mason within a yeant B was an ancient
lodge and not particularly influential.

From his brother George had stood to inherit atanili rank, that
of the colony's adjutant general. The position wi#ded into three,
and George was forced to lobby for a lower rank. irtended to use
the position as a starting point and quickly vohaered for action
against the French. On his first expedition agathst French he was
promoted to lieutenant colonel, and he was madenskén command
for another expedition. The driven young commandsig constantly
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set plans and rules for himself in writing, had ko from the rules of
his family. He was a natural leader because ofrhgressive bearing and
his understanding that keeping a certain distanceowwaged respect
from his men. From his earliest time in the miltaBeorge looked to
his Masonic brothers to fill positions of import@acHe brought a
Dutch interpreter from his Fredericksburg lodge lia next expedition
against the French. This Masonic brother, howevemuld let
Washington down after the loss of Fort NecesSity.

Negotiating the terms of surrender of the fort wdifficult because
of the language barrier between the French and iarercommand-
ers. The interpreter rushed through a documenhénrain, and since it
was poorly translated, it appeared to frame thelifimgot only as the
provocateurs but also as assassins. The Frenclalteatly claimed the
English were the aggressors, and Washington'sllirfilray was unpro-
voked. Washington was then put under review andotdesn When he
went to war he would go back to the Fredericksbodge only once,
instead becoming active in the military lodges.

Before long, another engagement in the French amlilamn Wars
allowed Washington's bravery to shine through agstored his briefly
tarnished reputation. The war had spread to Eueyk claimed nearly
one million military casualties. The loss of poursterling was equally
distressing to England, which raised taxes. Unableollect the neces-
sary taxes at home, Parliament turned to the oedonihe series of
repressive measures that would lead to the seizutbe Liberty, John
Hancock's ship, and to the beginning of revolutionBoston had their
roots in the actions of the French and English rans years earlier.

Washington returned home from war to live the life a country
gentleman. He was elected to the House of Burgessdss third try—
possibly because of his engagement to the wealtidow Martha
Dandridge Custis. Her 17,500 acres did much toemme his social
standing, and there is evidence that this is whatybung military offi-
cer sought in a marriage. Just before settling dowen visited another
young heiress, Eliza Philipse, for the last timbe Svas one of the inher-
itors of a real-estate empire built by the profigsned from supporting
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piracy. Washington had been courting Philipse fowlsle before her
family's Tory stance distanced them from the Wagtoin family, which
was decidedly Whig.

While Boston's ancient lodges often representedntbee common
working man, Virginia's lodges usually leaned todvahe aristocratic
elite. Washington himself was no exception. Whenshifegton's stepson
John Parke Custis attended Kings College in Newk)Ytine boy ate
with the faculty—a privilege not granted to anyetistudent?

After Washington was appointed military commandee, immedi-
ately set out to create a real army. He asked te of the various mili-
tia groups to commit to an enlistment of one yealy to discover that
few were willing. In fact, the entire Connecticuilitia decided to head
home. Washington wrote, "Such a dirty, mercenaryitspervades.**
He then turned to his Masonic brethren for officdfie hoped that the
unity found in the lodge system could be broughtitte ragtag conti-
nentals. According to Lafayette, Washington "newdlingly gave inde-
pendent command to officers who were not FreemadsSofis least
twelve of the generals in Washington's army wersda'>

Washington first looked for candidates from his own
Fredericksburg Lodge, later called the No. 4 Lodffem which he
appointed several of his commanders. General Huglrcéd of
Virginia, who would die of wounds at Princeton, wasMason in the
Fredericksburg Lodge. Brigadier General William Wwod was a
member of the same lodge, while Brigadier GenerabrGe Weedon
was made a Mason at the Port Royal Kilwinning Crbesglge, which
was affiliated with Fredericksburg. Brigadier GealePaul Muhlenberg,
who was a member of the Royal Arch Lodge No. 3 loifadéelphia, was
also from Virginia.

The British gave Washington a year to put togethdighting force.
Why they had not pursued the weak and nonunifiddnials in New
England is one of the major questions of the AnagridRevolution.
Instead they abandoned New England and made bréesequential
forays elsewhere in the colonies. Washington grdteid that New York
City was where the British would attempt to gei®mes, and he was
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right. A massive fighting force of thirty-two thoarsd troops, the largest
the colonies had ever seen, was on its way to Nemk.Y

Washington had fortified Brooklyn Heights, only te faced with
a force that threatened to end the war in one $slbop. While
Washington made a mistake by positioning his troojfits their backs
to the water, fishermen and sailors from Massadtsisescued 9,500
men by ferrying them to Manhattan. At the same tiBeneral Howe
stopped his advance and sipped tea for two houldurray Hill at the
residence of Mrs. Robert Murray. Washington corgththis retreat to
White Plains, then across the Hudson to Fort Led west across New
Jersey. The British followed slowly.

The British clearly had the advantage: a super@dlarmy com-
plete with nine thousand foreign mercenaries, gelanavy, ample sup-
plies, a large treasury to buy more supplies, av@hea large loyalist
population, the Tories, who aided their efforts.eTAmericans had an
inferior force, no navy, inadequate supplies, andnteans to buy more.
Their own population had divided loyalties, as théir leaders. So how
did the Continental army defeat the British? The weas won by the
efforts of a handful of men, often bound by Masotiés and sometimes
united by religious events, often operating illégadnd almost always
acting in a self-serving way. In the end the crawnachievement, vic-
tory at Yorktown, was accomplished by an audaciactsof bribery that
was not atypical of the times.



Chapter 6

FRANKLIN AND THE
MASONIC UNDERGROUND

One of the greatest untold stories of the Americaavdiution
involves the behind-the-scenes intrigues of Benjarfiranklin
and his European cohorts. Had it not been for Hiaakefforts to keep
the colonials supplied and funded and to bring €hmemand Spanish
allies aboard, the war might not have turned ow Hame. Franklin
operated through Masonic groups in England and deraand his part-
ners in the pro-American war effort were more oftdan not hedo-
nists, occultists, Rosicrucians, slave traders,sieks.

Franklin had made his fortune by a young age, masttough his
ownership of newspapers and Poor Richard's Almartdekwas a Quaker
but also had occult tendencies. Franklin could &iéed a pioneer of the
New Age, as he meditated every morning and evenougasionally
practiced vegetarianism, and was concerned with dfter death and
the possibility of reincarnation. He was a selfuaed, happy extrovert
who popularized hard work and frugality while enjay the high life
and a liberal sexual code. He enjoyed the compaihnyv@men and
wrote about the joy of sex with older womten.

Franklin was a joiner and a founder who would skast own polit-
ical club, the Junto, as well as the Philosophiatiety. He planned to
create the United Party for Virtue when he wasoihticed to Masonry.
The craft employed the ideals that Franklin valuadd it also attracted
him because of its esoteric roots. And being ares®n had a practical
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side; Franklin was able to observe how jobs andraots were awarded
to other Masons in Pennsylvania and neighboring Nevgey. While it
had no social barriers, the craft did place an esjshon assisting the
already elite gentlemen of the city. How else coaldgrinter's appren-
tice meet the Penns and Shippens of Philadelphia?

Franklin became a Freemason in the Lodge of Sadfitn Jin
Philadelphia in 1731. The lodge was made up ofl¢lagling merchants
of the city; in fact, 75 percent of its members evenerchants or sea
captaing. Franklin jumped in with two feet, using his intst and his
printing presses to promote Masonry, writing prosiélary articles,
drafting the lodge's bylaws, and printing the fifgtasonic book in
America. Masonry brought him contacts and contraatsd he attrib-
uted his being awarded the contract as assembiyeprto his "friends
in the House 2 His fortunes soared in the ten years after ht&iion.

As an independently wealthy publisher, Franklin veagr the stu-
dent, "majoring" in philosophy and "minoring" in lfiizs. He rose to
master of his lodge and shortly afterward to gramdster of the
province. He was among the first to speak out agaizxation without
representation and went to England in 1754 for {hatpose. It was
Franklin who drew up a plan of union that includadarge house of
representatives.

Franklin established firehouses, hospitals, lisriand street light-
ing. He was occasionally self-serving, and his paffite was started in
part so his newspapers could be delivered for fide.owned eight
newspapers in places from New York to Antigua, udahg a German-
language newspaper in Pennsylvania. In 1748, at fagg-two, he
retired from the newspaper business to devoteifieigd his science and
politics, although he never stopped writthg.

While Franklin is remembered for his public worksdapractical
proverbs, another side of him is generally ignondié world straddled
both the practical day-to-day existence among tea rolonies and
the esoteric secrets of science. His connections plhilosophers,
Rosicrucians, occultists, and especially Masonswadtl Franklin to
move freely around all sides of the conflict.
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THE HELLFIRE CLUB

Among the men Franklin met on his pre-Revoluticavéls to England
was Sir Francis Dashwood. Dashwood was the chamcelf the

exchequer and also the founder of his own socitty, Dilettanti, and

later another semisecret group called the FriarSaht Francis or the
Monks of Medmenham. Neither group bore any resendelato a reli-

gious order. Dashwood s parties were infamous aerk gaid to have
included prostitutes dressed as nuns, satanic, gmddess worship, and
orgies.

Dashwood was the son of a wealthy businessman, soiMaho was
initiated in Italy at a very early age and who netrinto aristocracy.
Dashwood sat in the House of Commons for more tiweanty years
and held numerous posts, including chancellor ef ¢ixchequer, treas-
urer to King George lll, and postmaster generalisT¥ason's money
allowed him to rebuild his family's ancestral homeWest Wycombe in
a way that would make Caligula proud—complete witatues of
Greek and Roman deities, ceiling murals inspired dncient Rome,
and even a lake created to stage mock naval bafiles west wing of
the building was a re-creation of a classical temfd Bacchus, with
Dionysus and Ariadne in leopard-drawn chariots. theo room in
Dashwood's mansion was designed like a Masonic leentis pagan
theme extended to the garden, with erotic depistioh classical gods
and goddesses in stone.

Nearby was the Abbey of Medmenham, which Dashwotsb a
modified into a pagan monument, with a carving owbe front
entrance advising, "Do as thou will." The diningong, however, with
its statues of the Egyptian and Roman gods of célemdvised visitors
not to speak about their adventures. His strangestersion was in
excavating a network of caves under West Wycombg tthere it is
said that his fellow "monks" could pair off with fale guests. An
underground inner sanctum it is believed to haveesk as the setting
for Black Masses that were part of the entertairtmen

Having been initiated in Masonry and dabbled inkfeek arts



Franklin and the Masonic Underground 125

while founding one society after another, Dashwaooolved within the
highest circles in England, which became known hes Hellfire Club®

He was, however, too strange for some. Once a mewibea druidic
order founded in 1717 to revive the Celtic religigmembers also
included the poet William Blake, a druid and theargt master of a
Rosicrucian order), Dashwood was expelled as tbdest of the West
Wycombe activities spread.

In 1758 Franklin was in England and West Wycomb&] he and
Dashwood met to discuss their vision for the cadeniFranklin was
admitted into the Hellfire Club, where he mingledthwluminaries
such as John Stuart, the Earl of Bute; John Wilkesadical politician,
member of Parliament, and later Lord Mayor of LamdoJohn
Montagu, the Earl of Sandwich; the son of the Aishbp of
Canterbury; and the Prince of Wales.

John Stuart, the third Earl of Bute, was born irinBdrgh and was
the first Scottish-born British prime minister. Bdiied at Eton and the
University of Leiden in the Netherlands, Stuart near Mary Wortley
Montagu. His status was elevated further when he time Prince of
Wales at the races and became a member of higptayithg clique.

Frederick Louis, the Prince of Wales, was the sbiKing George
II, who was then the ruler of England. George lted&=d his son, as did
the queen, and neither wanted anything to do witth, ldespite the fact
that he was heir to the throne.Young Frederick sraall, frail, and ugly,
with a low receding forehead, bulging eyes, baggslids, and a flabby
double chin. In effect, he was a HanoveriaRrederick and his wife,
Princess Augusta of Saxe-Gotha, were evicted fromnsiagton.
Frederick found refuge in the weeklong orgies atsi\/ycombe, and
Princess Augusta would give birth to George llle thoy who would
be king during the revolution in the colonies.

John Wilkes, the young Parliament member, was, 8ken Adams,
the son of a malt distiller. He married a much old®man, the heiress
Mary Meade, for the convenience her money offer8e owned a
large estate at Aylesbury, although Wilkes spdtieltime there. Instead
he lived the lifestyle of many English aristocrats:a rake and a gambler.
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Wilkes soon lost his wife's fortune and then sefggrarom her and
turned to politics. Despite his active participatim the Hellfire orgies,
he came to hate the English king and the Earl adeBWhen the earl
was made prime minister, a large number of memioér&arliament
were unhappy, as Bute was considered incompeteitike$Vin particu-
lar turned on his old friends at the Hellfire Clamd went public,
speaking out in Parliament against the monarchy famda constitu-
tional government.

In his most famous speech, published in issue 45efNorth Briton,
a journal he distributed, Wilkes declared: "Therpgative of the crown
is to exert the constitutional powers entrusted fo a way, not of blind
favor and partiality, but of wisdom and judgment. . The people too
have their prerogative." Interpreting the last le® an invitation to rev-
olution, the king had Wilkes imprisoned in the Towalthough his
Parliamentary immunity soon earned his freedom.efAfteturning to
Parliament, Wilkes continued to write, and his dateritings, which
mixed obscenity and power, earned him expulsion.Ehgland and
America, however, Wilkes was viewed as a Helw.1774 he was elected
Lord Mayor of London. The active Freemason serve &ecret British
representative of the American Sons of Liberty aaed money for
the Continental Army, which would be passed throbgimklin.

Another member of the Hellfire Club was the Earl $éndwich,
John Montagu. Educated at Eton and Cambridge, treeleled, and an
active member of the Royal Society, Montagu wa® asrake and a
gambler. He is rumored to have refused to leavegtming tables even
to eat, instead placing meat between slices ofdberal thus inventing
the sandwich. His personal life was as tragic asplblic life was full of
accomplishments. His wife, Dorothy, left him whighe was suffering
from progressive mental illness. His mistress, k&arRay, was a popular
seventeen-year-old singer when they met. Montagaresh his home
with Ray for seventeen years, until the singer wagrdered by a
deranged clergyman who wanted to marry her.

Montagu had several military appointments includirigord
Admiralty of the English navy. He was responsilderhodernizing the
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navy, but his navy still lost the Revolution to tggs American fighters
and their French allies. Montagu was almost imnliagd when he
sponsored the expedition of Captain Cook, who dismd the
"Sandwich Islands” in the middle of the Pacific.eTislands would later
undergo a name change, however, to Hawaii.

Sandwich met Dashwood in 1740 and became a membeheo
Dilettanti and the Order of Saint Francis. Sandwictet Benjamin
Franklin when he headed the navy, and they becastefriends, as both
enjoyed the parties at their mutual friend s Wesgtcévhbe home. With
Montagu in charge of the navy, Dashwood in chargéhe English mail
system, and Franklin heading the Committee of Secre
Correspondence, the men were an odd threesome.

At such an early period of the mail system, posterawould also
mean "spymaster,” as the chief postman had aceesall tthe mail.
Franklin had been in England for years as an agéRennsylvania and
later as spokesman for America, and he was broughtn charges and
ordered before the Privy Council at the time Endlamas receiving
news of the Boston Tea Party. Franklin was changild attempting to
create an American republic, but he suffered ohly lbss of his office
as postmaster for the colonies. The spy was alswtspied on, his own
mail being opened and read.

FRANKLIN IN FRANCE

The contributions of Franklin and the anti-Tory pag in England
cannot be overestimated. From behind the scenasmaganda war was
launched to keep English public opinion divided. aklh American
intelligence got wind of the hiring of Hessian n@maries, Franklin
went into action. He worked with Jefferson to figthte Hessians on
two fronts. In Europe Franklin penned a letter gdidly written by a
German prince to his American commander, arguingt the British
figures for the Hessian dead were too low, and thatwas being
cheated out of his payment for each of the deadiegsl He encour-
aged the officer to allow the wounded to die, rathan send home
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crippled and thus burdensome wounded. In Ameridéerden distrib-
uted notices offering Hessian deserters land grantthe colonies. In
the end, more than five thousand Hessians deserted.

It is possible that friends in high places—and amv lones—helped
Franklin avoid being hanged as a traitor. He sostaldished his
Revolutionary War headquarters in Paris. Frankiim damily did not
traffic with the common French people; instead thegre wined and
dined, entertained, and boarded by the aristocrdatye high-born of
France and England were well acquainted with eattteroand the
backstage intrigues would frequently cause embsmeast to those
involved. One of Franklin's acquaintances, Caroliwve, was the sis-
ter of General Sir William Howe, who had fought Quebec and was
rumored to be getting a command in Ameficanother brother,
Admiral Lord Richard Howe, was already the commanaé the
British navy's efforts in the colonies. General Hxsw sister brought
Howe and Franklin together, a move that led labeatcusations against
General Howe.

Franklin understood the value of the people whedlthe seas in
trade. They were an all-important means of suppi@ @ommunica-
tion, they were generally supportive of the caude liberty, and
because almost all of them routinely broke the -ebanging series
of trade laws, they operated in secretive brotheiko Masonry ruled
the seas, and even Franklin needed an entry to tantrust of
the merchants.

In France such connections were made through SWmtaudoin
of Nantes and Dr. Jacques Barbeu-Dubourg of P&wken Franklin
reached France, he headed straight for the Masetrienghold of
Nantes. The busy port was controlled by merchamtsl few had any
intention of following the rules that hindered teadThey communi-
cated through a series of codes that kept outsiffer®m penetrating
their cabal. Nantes was also a slave-trading poranée's largest—and
the triangular trade that brought slaves and numstito America
depended on the Caribbean merchants, who were Aftericans.
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The relations between French and American smugglensld be very
important in the fight for independence. The Frestdwve traders were
heavily armed and often carried letters of mardue tllowed them to
take a British ship. Franklin's new friends werdualle assets to the
American cause; Dubourg bought the badly neededliegp which
were carried on Montaudoin's ships.

In Paris, Franklin's wartime acquaintances werdviasons, and they
helped gain him membership in three Masonic loddé® most presti-
gious was the Lodge of the Nine Sisters. Franklas wapidly admitted
into the lodge, which was a nest of political aityivThe lodge had com-
mitted itself to the politics of the reform of Fidn society. One of its
goals was to provide an alternative education sysighich would take
control from the Catholic Church. Public lecturesrgv given on history,
religion, and science at the lodge-sponsored Cellef) Apollo. One
Masonic writer even credits Franklin with creatinbe Apollonian
Society to further his goal of uniting science amtigion. Later revolu-
tionary zeal caused the college to rename itsdf ltficee Republicain.
Members included the duc de La Rochefoucauld, wiamstated the
American Constitution into Frencfl, Captain John Reinhold Forster,
who would sail with Cook, and the philosopher Violta Franklin, in fact,
would be present at the initiation ofVoltaire irttte lodge in April 1778.
Dr. Edward Bancroft, a friend of Franklin's as wa#l an agent for Lord
Auckland, the head of the British spy network, wa®ther member.
After the war, John Paul Jones was admitted irgcotider.

The intrigue that assisted Franklin in building kigoport network in
France defies full understanding. At once the highking Masons of the
Lodge of the Nine Sisters appeared to be both pnar¢h and anti-
Church. Many of the members met at the salon of walthy and
eccentric Anne-Catherine de Ligniville d'Autricouttelvetius, who was
despised by John Adams and was also the targetaskin's amorous
interests. Her salon was regularly attended by neesnbf Catholic reli-
gious orders and by men of business and scienad &u ambiguous cir-
cle would have similar government and religiousiegs.
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Franklin, ostensibly a deist (a nonallied belieireiGod), was active
with the aristocracy in France who had desired adgal move from
the monarchy. The most suitable form of governmdingy believed,
was a constitutional monarchy that maintained a,kas well as a strong
relationship with the Catholic Church.

The headquarters for this intrigue was at SainpiBal in Paris.
Here met the priests who would later be ostracitmtause they
refused allegiance to the Revolutionary (anti-Chthostate. Instead,
they allied themselves with the Knights of Maltahovalso found them-
selves threatened by the mob state and later bylBap. A cure of
Saint-Sulpice would one day be the confessor to wife of the
Marquis de Lafayette, Marie Adrienne d'Ayen de Neai Lafayette
had fought for freedom from the tyrannical monardhyEngland but
found new problems at home after the war. His @dftig take the oath
of the new government became a dividing line tlmtdd the Lafayette
family to take a stance. They sided with the Cath@hurch and paid
the price.

Many aristocrats and Church leaders literally Itstir heads as a
result of the Revolution, which was as much agathst Church as the
monarchy. But Saint-Sulpice and its secret Compahythe Sacred
Sacrament survived. After the French Revolution,oagler of the com-
pany called the Ladies of the Sacred Heart enjdyedsupport of the
d'Ayen family. Their duty was a constant devotianthe sacred sacra-
ment, an unveiled host. Every hour a sister woeldace the last sister
in the perpetual vigil. Even this order of sisteras forced to operate in
secrecy.

Such steadfast devotion to the mysteries of faithtrasted with the
practical realism of men of science, but this watan issue to Masonic
cabals like the Nine Sisters and religious centdrsnfluence such as
Saint-Sulpice. Whatever Franklin's opinions miglatvén been, he kept
them to himself. He had a role to play, namely $keuring of supplies
for the struggling colonies. For this reason Framkdlso joined the
Lodge of Saint Jean of Jerusalem, the Loge des Boms," and a mys-
terious conclave called the Royal Lodge of the Camders of the



Franklin and the Masonic Underground 131

Temple West of Carcassonne. Such connections werguable, and
helped procure badly needed supplies that were thieipped on
Mason-owned ships such as the Jean Baptiste, whiah named for
Masonry's greatest saint. Ninety percent of the pgumler used by
Washington's army originated in France.

Through the efforts of Franklin and his Masonic l@obrators in
Europe, other traders and even pirates joined theerfsan war effort.
When the participation of the French merchants imecaknown
among the merchant underground, the Dutch werekqtacfollow. As
a nation they had lost their command of the seak thair colonies to
the English. The Crommelin House of Amsterdam wasremthan
happy to tweak the nose of the English king and emakprofit secur-
ing gunpowder for the Americah$.To maintain the appearance of
neutrality, Dutch ships sailed directly to the tirigland of Saint
Eustatius, where they would unload their cargoesamimunition and
tea for the American ships. When British ships edghemselves in the
Netherlands' waters and British spies uncoveredr ttmercantile plots,
the Dutch used Portugal as a go-between. Goods wkigped to
Portugal and then reshipped to the Caribbean. TiisHB soon under-
stood the problem, but they had no solution. Rathan risk a further
breach in relations and face a war at home, théybaek and watched
as Dutch ships were repainted, changed flags, erggorted their car-
goes to the Americans.

The British had larger problems than stopping tfaeld; the coun-
try was concerned about the revolution and the sgaeading to other
colonies. It may have been only the relative distafrom the original
American colonies to some of England's other cealenihat kept the
revolution from spreading. The West Indies, Canaalad the isolated
outpost of Bermuda all had their own interests, #imeir loyalty was
never a sure thing.

The Masonic underground that united one smuggléh \&@nother
bound Americans to their English cousins on Bermudan like John
Hancock needed to maintain a certain amount ofesgcin order to
maneuver around the customs ships of the Engléstvedl as the series
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of constricting laws. Masonry provided the protectiof a wide-ranging
brotherhood. To be able to make connections in farelung islands
from Bermuda to Barbados, a ship's captain or nasmtchmeeded to
connect to those he could trust. The Masonic brbted that existed
on the high seas allowed many to straddle religiand political con-
flicts and survive. The Tuckers of Virginia and Berda are one exam-
ple of how duplicity, questionable loyalties, anthtant crimes didn't
impede prosperity—providing the right connectiorexevin place.

THE TUCKER CLAN

The history of Bermuda is very much linked with Aman history.

Discovered first by the Spanish in 1503, the Isiégthe Devil, as they
were called by Juan de Bermudez, remained unsettieda hundred
years. King James | awarded a land grant to ttends to the Virginia
Company. In 1612 a group of sixty Englishmen becahe first set-

tlers. From the earliest days of settlement theneoty was based on
smuggling and piracy, tobacco trading and whaliRgeemason lodges
on Bermuda recently celebrated their two-hundreamt-yanniversary,
but the craft was established on the island foleast fifty years before
the Lodge Saint George officially received its veautr in August 1797.
The Earl of Strathmore, the grand master of thelisimgodges, had
appointed a provincial grand master for the islaadsund 1544. Lodge
Saint George is, however, the oldest continuallykimg Scottish lodge
operating outside of Scotland. The prevalence ofsdviay is visible

even today where the Customs House at Saint Gemrgembles a
Masonic temple more than an official governmentding.

With an estimated one third of all trade in colériBermuda con-
sidered smuggling, it was no small wonder that v&rpng connections
existed between the American colonies and Bermudal775 a small
delegation from Bermuda attended the Continentalng@ss in
Philadelphia. Bermuda remained loyal to the crownf that did not
stop the residents from providing assistance.

The Tucker family of Bermuda and Virginia represehthe leader-
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ship of the resistance movement. The Tucker dyntasiges its history
from the Norman invasion of William the Conquer&@even hundred
years later, as Britain expanded its role in thevN®orld, the clan again
played a role in the invasion. The Tuckers landedCharleston, South
Carolina,Virginia, and Bermuda, where they rospdwer and privilege.

Colonel Henry Tucker was the agent for Bermuda rdurihe
American Revolution. In July 1775 the ContinentabnGress gave
permission to trade foodstuffs for gunpowder. Wiagtdn told the con-
gress that his army would desperately need the ayuer, while resi-
dents of Bermuda desperately needed food. In Auglishe same year
two patriot ships rendezvoused with Colonel Tuakerhen. The
Bermudians helped the Americans break into thein dvort William
to steal one hundred barrels of gunpowder, whichewgickly loaded
on Bermuda whale ships and then transferred to aerships. The
gunpowder thieves were never apprehended, as Ehglas afraid the
populace was looking for an excuse to join the Acaer cause. It also
helped that Colonel Tucker's son was the goverrfoBermuda, and
despite his potentially treasonous actions, he imadagovernor well
after Britain lost her colonies. In addition, theagdson of Colonel
Tucker, Henry St. George, became the chairman ef Bhitish East
India Company.

During the Revolution, American diplomat Silas Deahad rec-
ommended that the island of Bermuda be used aspplysport and a
harbor that could keep America's very small nawvisioned and pro-
tected. In exchange, the Bermudians would receoaed.f The island
provided the Americans with fast ships made of Bafan cedar.
St. George Tucker was a Virginia relative of thecHar clan with strong
business ties to the island, and he suggested emwak of Bermuda to
George Washington in 1780.St. George would serve at Yorktown as
interpreter for Rochambeau; his help was apparemibye valuable off
the battlefield, however, where the French commanteeded help in
meeting women.

The combined efforts of the Tucker family in the vBlation,
which may have been considered treasonous fronitialBstandpoint,
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did little to tarnish Tucker's prestige. The Tuckéouse in Saint George,
which was named for Henry Tucker, the colonial stear and
Governor's Council president who purchased it i@5l4s a part of the
Bermuda National Trust and a current tourist ativac The Tuckers'
prestige and connections helped them to surviveostinany scandal.
“India Henry,” as Henry St. George Tucker was knowpent six
months in jail for an "attempted rape" committedilesthe was chair-
man of the British East India Compatfy.

John Randolph, the son of the prominent Virginiategman (also
named John), and his wife, Nancy, were charged with murder of
their infant child. Related to the Tucker clan, yth®o had the charm
of surviving any scandal. The Randolph "dream teamf" lawyers
included Patrick Henry, Alexander Campbell, andnJdfarshall*®> The
Randolphs were acquitted of the murder.

In America the Tuckers married well. In 1778 St.o@&g Tucker
married the widow of John Randolph (of the JeffarBandolph
clan). He received 1,300 acres on the AppomattorerRiAnn Tucker
married Lyon Gardiner Tyler, son of the presidemd deir to the own-
ers of the pirate refuge at Gardiner's Island.

Wherever the Tucker family was prominent, it imgart Scottish
Rite Masonry. In Bermuda the Tucker clan was imagntal in bring-
ing the Scottish Rite Freemasonry to prominencer otree Grand
Lodge Masons. In Charleston, where belonging torigbkt lodges was
the ticket to mercantile wealth, Scottish Rite duleAnd in Virginia,
where the secessionist movement orbited around Guodlege of
William and Mary, the Tuckers, the Tylers, and otha&ho played key
roles in the Confederate side of the Civil War wer@minent Masons.

It may have been Scottish Rite Masonry that allowrea individual
Tuckers to avoid the ultimate penalty for treasgaiast the British from
their Bermuda base during the Revolution and agaithe Civil War.
For example, Nathaniel Beverly Tucker, serving las U.S. consul in
Liverpool, used his office to start constructingn@mlerate ships for use
against the government that paid him. During the k& was part of the
"Canadian cabinet" that instigated draft riots iu$\kities. Tucker would
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even be indicted for playing a role in the Lincaissassinatioff. But
somehow the charges were dropped, and when Tuelterned to the
United States, he served with the Pennsylvaniadallas a lobbyist.

From Medmenham to Nantes and from Bermuda to Bostoa
men who were the forces behind the Revolution weot always
motivated by pure or singular interests. Of questide morals and
unquestionably law breakers, many of these men \aérkeast as cor-
rupt as those they fought against. The power a@é ajroups as well as
rank-and-file Masons, however justified, served ftoever change the
political landscape of the eighteenth century.



Chapter 7
THE MERCHANTS OF WAR

While it is surprising that those who played majotes in the
war abroad had to turn to Masons, occultists, staaders, and

smugglers for support, it was hardly different backhe colonies. Men
like Sam Adams, George Washington, and Patrick yHemuld risk life,

liberty, and property for the cause, but the mdiires of others were
not as pure. When war with England became a reatigny American
merchants lined up to make their fortunes. Peopht® Muilt fortunes
from the importation of arms and supplies includéigw York's

Livingston clan, Marblehead's Elbridge Gerry, Pihékphia's Stephen
Girard, Boston's Thomas Cushing, and Virginia'sj&em Harrisor-

Benjamin Franklin put together what became knownttes Secret
Committee. Gaining an appointment to it was gettintjcense to steal,
or at least to overcharge. The Secret Committee sugplied with an
immense amount of funds from the newly formed Cesgy and it was
made up of merchants who knew the ropes and weralmave break-
ing the laws for their own gain. These men wergaasible for keep-
ing the colonies supplied. The first chairman oé tBecret Committee
was the business partner of Robert Morris, Thomakling/ The first
contract went to his own firm, which raised an oytfrom the other
merchants and members of the new Congress.

Despite the criticism Morris, at age forty-one, d@e the greatest
supplier of military goods in the war. He was bdmnLiverpool, the son
of a Chesapeake merchant. After his father's deatipined the firm of
Willing and Company; he later became a partner.firheof Willing

136
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and Morris had a fleet of merchant ships in the Meslies, which
meant they participated in the underground econotigt thrived
under a mass of complex and ever-changing rulesregdlations. The
partners both had reputations for being clever hodest, as smuggling
was not considered a dishonest act. While Frankdialized that the
combination of the firm's experience in the Carduberade and their
network of agents around the world made Willing avidrris capable
of transacting the business, Congress estimatedtlieafirm would be
making an exorbitant gain at the same time. Moirnsfact, wrote to an
associate remarking that he stored powder untdegrimproved before
delivering it to Congress.Merchants did not see any moral dilemma
in making a profit while defending the country.

It did not help that the very first assignment wéadly. The com-
missioned ship, the Lion, reportedly could not fiady goods to be
bought in Europe and returned empty It was highlgpgious that a
seasoned captain would return with an empty hotanfrsuch a long
voyage. Morris offered to return the thirty thoudapounds sterling
(eighty thousand American dollars) advanced by engress, but
instead a new assignment was given.

The second assignment went better. Ammunition amddpr were
bought in England, shipped to Saint Eustatius, #meh sent to the
colonies. The firms taking the contracts were ktito 2 1/2 percent on
both the exported goods and the imported suppliesvas actually a
very small commission considering the risk that #iép's owners were
taking. This did not stop the committee from hagdthe contracts to
their own firms, to friends, and to family. Robéviorris was quick to
learn which angles could maximize profits and mizenlosses—such
as shipping the firm's goods alongside goods thaigfess was paying
for aboard American warships. Morris and Willingearot on record as
ever having paid the freight for their company'9a@xs of indigo and
rice to France. Having Congress pay the insurancethfe entire cargo
of the ships was an opportunity Morris could natgpap.

Franklin, with his great experience as a Philadealgiusiness leader
and his connections with English and American manth was quick
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to recognize the talent and administrative abditef Morris. Congress
would soon come around to accept Morris as therbastit had.

It comes as no surprise that other members of themittee,
which included Silas Deane of Connecticut and Rbler Livingston,
John Alsop, John Dickinson, and Francis Lewis ofnvN¢ork, gave the
assignments to themselves or to friends. The BrowhsProvidence
increased their slave-trading fortune by war pegfiing. Samuel Otis,
Thomas Cushing, and Elbridge Gerry of Massachusaids partici-
pated in profiteering. Arthur Lee, a Virginia plant was the biggest
critic of the commercial side of arms procurement,part because he
mistrusted merchants. His brother William, howeverpk part in the
double-dealing with speculations of his own. Bueé threatest amount
of mud being slung at the profiteers was directelilas Deane.

DEANE AND LAFAYETTE

Silas Deane was born in 1737 in Groton, an eafypee town on Long
Island Sound. His father was a blacksmith. Deaoeyelver, managed to
put himself through Yale and was admitted to the Baaching school
in Hartford while also practicing law, Deane's emrgath took a dra-
matic turn when he settled the estate of JosephbWedlthether it was
opportunity or love, the young lawyer met and nwtrWebb's wealthy
widow, Mehitabel. Her family was active in the Wdntlies trade, and
Deane gave up teaching and the law. Instead henbegking voyages
to the West Indies and learning the trade. Aftey fiist wife died, he
married Elizabeth Saltonstall, the granddaughter aofgovernor and
daughter of a general. While her family had alserbactive merchants,
their political influence was greater and the oppuist Deane went
into politics. A member of the new Congress and eramant, Deane
was in the right place at the right time to getigrgments as a muni-
tions supplier.

When Deane lost his congressional seat because didpate with
fellow Connecticut delegate Roger Sherman, Deardse friend
Morris found a better assignment for him: He wenEtrope as an
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envoy to the French and a merchant, and his misaia® to enlist the

French in the American cause, or at least to peaupplies for the
war. By some accounts Deane exaggerated his acishmgnts with

the French, but he did well in the war supplies aiapent, where he
was entitled to a 5 percent commission. At homeednmismies grew and
Congress not only failed to pay his commissions &lgb charged him
with misappropriating funds. His letters to a Bifiticorrespondent sug-
gesting a negotiated settlement of the war earriedthe accusation of
treason. When Deane finally left Europe to returamb, he was

gripped with a violent abdominal attack that led Hiz death within

hours. It was believed that he was poisoned byBtitish double agent
Dr. Edward Bancroft.

Whatever truth is in the accusations of Deane'sadglrs, he
deserves credit as well. Early in the war Deanetraoted for thirty
thousand rifles, four thousand tents, thirty mataand clothing for the
troops. He was responsible for the introductionnafre than one young
French aristocrat to the American cause. One ofg@mss's problems
with Deane was his giving of contracts to Frencficefs who desired
high ranks and believed they were getting them hiisting in the
American cause. One such officer was Marie-Joseph-Pves-Roch-
Gilbert du Motier, the Marquis de Lafayette. Bormn 1757, Lafayette's
father was killed in the battle of Minden at theeagf twenty-seven by
a battery commanded by the English general Phillipsfayette was
only two at the time, but he was destined to geemge. Twenty-two
years later he commanded a battery in RichmondgiMa, and
bombed a house where General Phillips rep8sed.

The future major general was raised by his motimer grandfather,
but they too met an early demise when Lafayette thateen. He was,
however, one of the wealthiest men in France amdl &dvisers who
looked after his numerous holdings. At fourteen s committed to
an arranged marriage with his 12 1/2-year-old agublarie Adrienne
d'Ayen de Noailles, and they soon set up home iisPa

De Noailles's family was equally noble and of antikneage. Her
grandfather was the Marechal duc de Noailles, whake him a
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hereditary right to maintain his own cavalry regimelafayette and his
brother-in-law, the Viscount of Noailles, met foinder in August 1775
with the Duke of Gloucester, who was the brotheKafg George Il
In a candid moment the duke announced that therdgasay in
America could actually escalate and provoke Fratacetart new hos-
tilities against England. The marquis and the wstocalled on a third
relative, the comte of Segur, who married into thayen family, with
their plan to join in the fray. The trio, dubbecketihree Musketeers by
their family, quickly rushed to the home of Silasdne to enlist.

The young marquis had the rank of captain of theemees when
he sailed to America. Described as an overgrown bmffed into a
handsome uniform, he was pudgy, red-haired, aneba@yr balding and
had a long nose. He supposedly proclaimed, "The enbrh heard of
America, | loved her; the moment | heard she waghtiing for freedom,
| burned with desire of bleeding for her." Suchtseant, as well as a
shipload of munitions and supplies, endeared himCumngress and
especially to General Washington. Washington andg@ss may have
also been endeared to the family that Lafayetteuditb with him: His
brother-in-law, Viscount Louis-Marie de Noailles)]s@ came to the
colonies and was second in command to one of Fmarlegendary
fighting units, the Soissonnais. Lafayette was cdssimned a major
general, one of the highest ranks in the Contineartmy. When he was
wounded at Brandywine, Washington instructed thegemn, "Treat
him as if he was my son."

The meeting of Washington and Lafayette began g foiendship,
and Washington lived to repay the favors. When rfaquis's ideas on
liberty and equality backfired in a faction-drivemadness that is called
the French Revolution, only funds from America botud.afayette's
release from prison.

Although Lafayette served with distinction and eafnthe respect
of the regiment he was given to command, not athsioreign volun-
teers were welcomed. Massachusetts was a closéetystitat admitted
few to its cliques. While New York City was an opsociety at the close
of the eighteenth century, Boston was always EhglRsejudice against
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Irish and Italian immigrants would arise later, fatthe colonial period
simply being from Scotland was a barrier. Masonrguld overcome
that hurdle.

JOHN PAUL JONES

John Paul Jones is an odd hero. He was born Johd Pa
Kirkcudbright, Scotland, in 1747, at a time wherrthwas not a world
of opportunity awaiting those who stayed home. fdither was a gar-
dener who was married to a housekeeper, and thege vimth
employed on the estate of William Craik. Many bedié John Paul's
real father was James Craik, the son of WilliamailCand John Paul's
mother, Jean, got married a day apart to other Ipe@nd Craik pro-
vided Jean with a cottage to start her new famidyen biographer
Samuel Eliot Morison points out that Craik's adids "suggested"
Jean's relationship with him was as more than hmegelf From
birth a cloud hung over John Paul because of hidean parentage. At
age fourteen he started his career aboard a shipged in the Barbados
trade of rum, sugar, and humans. By age seventeamals a third mate
on a blackbirder, the term for a slave ship, hayngved himself able at
sea. He would sail aboard slavers for another tearsy before quitting
the "abominable" trade. It was not as much the fitpréhat assaulted
his sensibilities as it was the smell. A slave-mgdship that confined
sometimes hundreds of men and women in its holdowit sanitary
facilities could be smelled for miles away.

Upon sailing home from Kingston, Jamaica, the maatel mate of
Paul's ship died, so he brought back the ship snolin. In doing so
he earned the appointment of master, a great aahient at the early
age of twenty-one. Paul did all he could to lives thart. He tried to
drop his rural Scottish accent and he learned & r@nd write well—
in fact, better than his peers. He dressed the pfaran officer and
sought out the company of other officers. He alsoreed discipline.

At five foot five inches tall, command did not alygacome easy
for Paul. Over the course of his career, he woudenthan once
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single-handedly quell a mutiny. Discipline, howeviead its risks. On an
early voyage as captain, Paul ordered the son wfealthy merchant
whipped three separate times. The man pressed eshanfi which Paul
was acquitted, but later died aboard another shépdimg back to
Scotland. The father then pressed further chargesnst Paul and had
him arrested. Again Paul was cleared, but he camentderstand the
value of connections.

Within days of his release from the Tolbooth j&kul applied and
was accepted to the Saint Bernard Lodge of Freemasm
Kirkcudbright. As a member of that lodge, he wadcame to visit and
sometimes find accommodations in other lodges ataine world. He
also made connections in the lodges that would rasbrdnis career and
even save his life.

Three years later, Paul was again charged with enutdis version
was that the leader of a mutinous crew was abotittbim with a club
when he ran the man through with his sword. Theademt occurred
on Tobago, where the small population of whites wasstly Scottish
and the lieutenant governor was a friend. Howetleg, young captain
chose to flee. He disappeared for two years and tiened up in
Virginia with the new surname Jones. Most likely hid in Edenton,
North Carolina, where he had a hometown friend, éRolsmith. He
then moved to Virginia, where Robert's brother Jgmalso from
Kirkcudbright, was a shipowner and an officer ire ttocal Masonic
lodge.

With a new name and a new life, Jones found safaty acceptance
in Scotchtown, Virginia. Smith was a partner in lapping firm with
Joseph Hewes, who would become Jones's patron gthwat the
Revolution. Another friend was Dr. John K. Read,owhas related to
Ben Franklin's wife and was also active in Masordignes knew Patrick
Henry and would compete for the hand of Dorotheandbdge in
marriage. When war broke out, Jones called on Heam$ another
Kirkcudbright Mason, David Sproat, for an appointihén the first
American navy.

Before meeting the enemy, Jones had many battléghto He
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encountered hostility from the New England blued®ovho resented
a Scotsman; in fact, they resented anyone who was rSaltonstall or
a Winthrop who rose above his caste. Incompeteanth sas Dudley
Saltonstall, brother-in-law of Silas Deane, who vagscended from the
Winthrops, received command instead of an upstket Jones. It was
only after others proved their incompetence thategoreceived choice
ships. Another battle was finding men. The Americany paid less than
it did to sailors aboard the privateers. When aesvas taken, a priva-
teer sailor could get twice the share.

Jones overcame his first hurdle by lodging with BosMasons
such as Thomas Russell and Abraham Livingston aodsmouth
Masons like John Wendell. Wendell was a memberhef wery impor-
tant Saint John's Lodge of Portsmouth and introdudenes. Jones in
return hired Wendell's son, David Wentworth Wendelusin to both
John Hancock and John Adams, as a midshipman. Rep#&braham
Livingston would be tougher, as Livingston "ordéeradelve cases of
claret, a Chinese tea set, tableware, decante@ssag, almonds,
anchovies, capers, and olives from Jones's voyagerope.

The second hurdle was overcome by "impressing'omsilforcing
them into service at pirate hideouts like Tarpaul@ove in the
Elizabeth Islands. It didn't win him friends, amdfact almost caused his
arrest in Providence until he pulled his swordtmnlbcal sheriff.

Jones made his career in Europe, shocking Englatid attacks on
her ports and ships. Timing is everything, and §enBming was excel-
lent. France was beginning to question the Americhance at inde-
pendence when news of Jones's exploits hit. Whaeresldanded in
France he was the toast of the town and was aatéptErance's most
prestigious Mason group, the Lodge of the Nine &8sst Benjamin
Franklin and Voltaire were also brothers of thissteyious group, which
met at Saint-Sulpice.

Jones spent his time in France accepting medafshgliwith his
new Mason brethren, and shopping for war suppliestableware. After
having denied Virginian Arthur Lee passage homeabse of his enor-
mous baggage and retinue of servants, Jones maele anemy. Once
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home he had to answer to charges of delaying tkedatkwar supplies.
His hero status allowed him to answer in an abhbtedi style, avoiding
mention of anything but the condition of his ship.

The war was then being fought on several fronts. siWegton's

Continental army went from one defeat to anothetreating across the
rebel country, while the British took advantagetloé¢ loyalist Scottish
Tory factions in the south to demoralize the Amemicforces. In

Europe, American agents like Franklin and Deaneriadb behind the
scenes to find America friends. And at home a halndf wealthy elite

took advantage of their appointments to build foes!

BENJAMIN HARRISON

Benjamin Harrison was a Virginia aristocrat whosanmily had pros-
pered most likely from both being politically comted and being one
of the first families in Virginia. From 1632, whethe first Harrison
landed, the family was represented in Virginia'v¥egamental body, the
House of Burgesses, By the time of the Revolutibe Harrisons'
property, called the Berkeley Hundred, was a kimgdweithin the state.
A one-and-a-half-mile road bisecting the propertgund past tobacco
fields and slave quarters before reaching the gkeatison mansion.
Benjamin Harrison was by this time related to evaagistocratic
Virginia family, including the Lees, the Carters)dathe Byrds. Besides
being a signer of the Declaration of Independencd a governor of
Virginia,” he was also a secret partner in the Willing andriddfirm.
In 1776, with the war just starting, Harrison thiarmer and Willing
and Morris the merchant traders bought most of Alngerican tobacco
crops. The prices were low because everyone béliestd@pping the
product to Britain for sale would be impossible atime when a war
was happening. But Morris and Harrison understooat @t the same
time that prices were falling in Virginia they weresing in England.
Tobacco represented half the value of America'®ggpand the stakes
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were huge. Morris hired ships from New England, m@e@sured them,
remarkably, in London, and they set sail. They dad have to go far;
the free-trade market in Saint Eustatius was thekeba This helped
make Morris extremely rich during a time when heswesompeting
against the Secret Committee, on which he setved.

Harrison fathered seven children, including Williarklenry
Harrison, who became the ninth president. Williangsord in the War
of 1812 and the family's patrician status helpenh [gain notice. The
publicity surrounding his involvement in the smadkirmish called
Tippecanoe might have gotten him elected, but Bamriwasn't really
a war hero. He had marched his thousand-man fayasst a Shawnee
village half the size in a punitive measure. Despiis force being twice
the size and his army losing more men in battle ttal the Shawnee,
Harrison claimed victory. The media took his woat ft, and he was
considered a hero. His campaign for the presidemag not going so
well until he came to Richmond on a stop. Thereickpgmcket being
hauled off to jail yelled "Tippecanoe and Tyler toavhich became
Harrison's campaign slogan. Harrison was soonesle&tmerica's shortest-
term president.

Harrison's administration lasted only one month,hasbecame the
first of two presidents to cross the Cotton Whigath Harrison and
Zachary Taylor died of stomach distress after vgmblic events.
Harrison's death, first declared to be from a stdmailment, was later
blamed on his catching a cold during the inaug@addiress. Taylor's
death was blamed on his eating cherries and dgnkiiik. Both deaths
conveniently paved the way to significant policy anbes in
Washington.

The family wealth and status remained, and the tgpemdson of
Declaration signer Benjamin Harrison, who was atsoned Benjamin,
would become president. At the time, Harrison syparas divided. At
its convention the party went through seven ballgithout a leader. At
the critical moment James Blaine, who has beenitegkdvith putting
the previous president, Grover Cleveland, in theit®VliHouse, sent a
cable from Scotland that read, "Take Hami" Because he was
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perceived as a man who could be manipulated, Blgioethe job of
Secretary of State. Benjamin Harrison, like his ngfather, would
deliver his long inaugural address in a March réint he survived. His
accomplishments are few. His pet causes were higtisf banning Asian
immigration, and overthrowing the government of téwn order to
annex the territory.

ELBRIDGE GERRY

Elbridge Gerry was one of the Marblehead aristocrdic a time when
and a place where merchant shipping paved the wayetlth, Gerry's
father was a wealthy and politically active merdhsimpper. His mother
was the daughter of a British merchant. Marblehead known more
as a fishing port, and a great deal of the Gerrginass was shipping
codfish to Barbados to be used as food for the yémported slaves.
Before the war Marblehead rivaled Salem in impar¢arand Gerry was
one of its richest citizens.

As a man of wealth who was dependent on trade| legather-
wise, Gerry did not agree with the growing antitBh feeling build-
ing in Boston. He was outraged by the Boston TedyPand left his
low-level political job as a result. Under the udghce of Sam Adams,
however, Gerry returned to politics. But like Haokphis motives were
often designed to increase his pocketbook. He deage the chairman
of the Committee of Supply, a post that suited perfectly. In addi-
tion, he sat on a congressional board that regulditeances. When
Congress was stingy in doling out money to suppligke Gerry, he
walked out. He became considered the "soldier'sndi for his
demands for better equipment and supplies, althdwgldid nothing in
the debate for soldiers’' pensions. During the warrycould not have
been luckier. The British closed the harbor of Baostyet somehow
they left Marblehead alone. Marblehead's importasgared as patriots
around the colonies donated goods for Boston andryGshipped
them.

Haughty and aristocratic, Gerry was never poputaorgy the
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Massachusetts voters. His interest had always liedns own wealth
and property. The night of the British march agaihexington and
Concord, Gerry hid in a cornfield in his nightcleth Before the Battle
of Bunker Hill he tried to persuade Dr. Joseph \&fayrthe president of
the Provincial Congress, from joining the batflévarren said to Gerry,
"Dulce et decorum est, pro patria mori," meanirtgs'ia sweet and glori-
ous day to die for one's country." Warren then wenhis death. Gerry
didn't.

Although he was publicly for independence, Gerryl tias doubts
about signing the Declaration. Benjamin Harrisorkeb with Gerry
about the danger of signing, saying his own weigltuld ensure a
quicker death at the gallows than the slender GefrGerry may have
taken this to heart, as he was absent when theafa¢icn was signed;
he put his signature on the document months laB&nry's strongest
effort in the Provincial Congress was getting then@ress to issue let-
ters of marque. This allowed shipowners like him l¢égally capture
British ships and profit from the goods seized.

To keep himself and his favorite politicians inio#, Gerry redrew
the lines of various districts to manipulate théeef of the vote. One
district was drawn to resemble a salamander, aadtéhm gerrymander
entered the vocabulary.

THE CUSHING FAMILY

The Cushings represented the American aristocratpmas Cushing
was an active merchant and a political ally of Sanams's father.
Cushing, whose nickname was Death's Héashw no need to separate
politics from profit. As a businessman he attempted serve both
"gods." He gathered intelligence information on tfieries but was
sometimes reluctant to share it. He was equallycteht to elevate the
conflict, and checking the "violent designs of aHiewas his goal
before the war.

The men in charge of supplying the military migbtiay be accused
of allowing themselves excessive commissiared profits. In the
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eighteenth century it was almost expected thatetheen and their
friends would use their posts for personal gainilg/8ushing and Gerry
made fortunes in the war effort, those who suppttesim thought noth-
ing of marking up goods 500 percent. The smallerchents saw little
wrong in selling to the British as well, and in osfearging the French,
who had entered the war to save the colonists'teffo

The Cushing clan raised self-interest to the moesisbnous levels.
After making profits during the war, the Cushintgz] by Caleb Cushing,
acted in a step-by-step method to defeat the istterethe United States
and to enrich themselves. Caleb Cushings mentorJohs Lowell, who
served as an agent for many of the wealthy Brifished out of Boston.
He would go on to play a leading role in New EngdlanEssex Junto,
which attempted to incite the region to secede fithm newly formed
United States because the merchants did not likedhicies of Jefferson.
Shortly after going to work for Lowell, Cushing miad the daughter of
a leading member of the secessionist movement.

Cushing became a power broker and apparently watibgh at
nothing to turn a profit. He was a one-man Masaoospiracy. As a
thirty-third-degree Mason of the Scottish Rite, tmed his influence to
enrich himself, bring his country to war againstir@hand Mexico, and
finally lead the United States to the breakup oé thnion. Publicly
Cushing was an abolitionist, yet at the same tinefdught for the
annexation of Texas, which most of the northerrtestdeared would
tip the balance in the conflict. Cushing, as a @oftVhig, saw no prob-
lem in a divided Union if trade with England wascisee. That trade
depended on cheap cotton as a key export; cheapncdepended on
cheap labor. Soon after it became obvious thatid@es Harrison had
no intention of furthering the cause of annexatibme, was dead. Not
everyone believed it was from natural causes.

A book titled The Adder's Den was published in 1884e author,
John Smith Dye, claimed that the agents of thesfaeery South had
poisoned Harrison to put Tyler in the White Houbkarrison had been
a farmer, had served in the army, had marched gifwronmilderness for
months at a time, and had fought as a soldierotltldvseem unlikely
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that spending two hours in the rain could lead i® death. After the
suspicious death of President Harrison, the actidlepresident John
Tyler appointed Caleb Cushing to be Secretary of fhreasury.
Cushing, however, was not liked or trusted, and $keeate rejected his
nomination. Tyler then appointed him as a commissido China.

Cushing's family was made wealthy by the opium ér@a China.
Shortly after the British began a war against Chimampose its right
to sell the country opium, Caleb Cushing orderedefioan ships to
enter Canton with guns blazing to further humbleén@h His next act
was to push for war against Mexico. Admitting Texesl other states to
the Union as "slave states" helped slavery to naeti New England
and the Brahmin families depended on the South iktyako provide
cheap cotton. The cotton could then be spun intdilés in New
England's mills, of which Lowell was the preeminéarte.

When support was needed to rally certain Southéates against
the abolitionist movement, Cushing dispatched otNew Englanders
to the South. Albert Pike, from Cushing's home baséNewburyport,
Massachusetts, was sent to Arkansas. He too woeldalsed to the
thirty-third degree in the Scottish Rite, and haypd a key role in for-
mation of the Ku Klux Klan. Another friend, John i@uan of New
York, was sent to Mississippi, where he started tito Rite
Freemasonry and a secessionist movement.

After the war against Mexico, Cushing invited hisekitan war
generals, including Jefferson Davis, to Massaclhsisetvhere he
informed them that he wanted Franklin Pierce topbesident. Zachary
Taylor had been the hero of the Mexican War but h#dnated the
Cotton Whigs by opposing the extension of slavemyo i California.
Nevertheless, he was elected. After sixteen mointhsffice, Taylor par-
ticipated in the decidedly Masonic dedication oé tbbelisk known as
the Washington Monument. He allegedly became sftkr &ating cher-
ries and drinking milk and died shortly afterwartigain a war hero
who had survived both the travail and the rigorswafr was brought
down by a simple problem.

Cushing still played a strong behind-fcenes role in the
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Buchanan White House, and once war became inegitabl supported
Lincoln. Despite the fact that he had planted mernhie South to lead
the way to secession, Cushing's duplicity was neveugh to keep him
out of government.

STEPHEN GIRARD

Stephen Girard started his career as a pilot ofrendh ship in the
Caribbean trade. His first voyage was aboard thieriReto Port-au-
Prince in Saint Domingue.This slave port was onehef capitals of the
triangle trade. Slaves were brought from Africawork on the sugar
plantations. Sugar was the return cargo, having lpgeduced there for
almost two hundred years, when the Portuguese aitty of the mills.
The pilot was the man in charge of the trading, hadwas often given
carte blanche by the ship's owner to make a pnofany way he could.
Selling the sugar to the American colonies broudiigher prices
because the trade had been outlawed by the British.

Girard made six such voyages before being promatedaptain.
On his last trading voyage from France he decidech&d done poorly,
as commodity prices had dropped. Instead of retgrrio France with
a less-than-profitable stake for his backers, heplsi sold the goods and
kept the money. With the ill-gotten proceeds hektmm a cargo of
sugar and brought it to New York. There he joindtbfias Randall in
the New Orleans trade, but it was the British bsmk that would
finally plant Girard in Philadelphia. The City ofr&herly Love was
especially warm toward its Masonic brothers, andarfdi, who had
become a Mason in Charleston, quickly joined hi/'silodge. The
lodge would serve as an old boys' club for merchalite John
Wanamaker and ship captains like Girard.

An ugly man with one bad eye, Girard married a gess Irish
maiden, Mary, at age twenty-seven. Five months th® marriage he
caught her cheating with a British colonel. His thes visited and left
him with a black concubine called Hannah, whom heuld name in
his will. His wife was committed.
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During the Revolution the wealthy merchant and sWwiper added
to his fortune by acting as a privateer for the Aoan side while also
trading with the British. Girard had taken an oathallegiance to the
colonies, but his allegiance had been first an@érfast to himself. His
treasonous trade with the British, his participatio the slave trade, and
his later role in the opium trade made him the tlouichest American
ever’*

After the war Girard hired a new eighteen-year-ohistress. His
wife, who was still in the asylum, gave birth todaughter he never
would meet.

Girard's fortune grew, as he was a pioneer in thenaC trade.
Biographer George Wilson says, "He eventually dstivmore profits
from the China trade than any of those who wereoiinthe ground
floor."®> When the British were banned by the Chinese gowent
from smuggling opium into the country, American pghisuch as
Girard's took up the trade. Girard raised capitabigh a British bank-
ing house, Baring Brothers, to finance his entronfr both legitimate
trade and smuggling Girard became one of Americ&hest men.
During the War of 1812 he put up half of the sixtemillion dollars
the country needed to get through the conflict,rging his country a
10 percent commission.

At age seventy-seven Girard hired his fourth arst lave-in maid
and mistress. He lived four more years. His wilbypded generously for
those who worked for him; housekeepers, servamtd, sea captains all
received lifetime incomes. Girard's Masonic lodgeceived twenty
thousand dollars. The orphans of Philadelphia wveckia school to
house and educate them that remains to this dagayl Girard's living
will is still more than two hundred million dollars

The American army marched from one defeat to amotimed was
forced to subsist on minimal rations and withoubgar uniforms or
even shoes. At the same time the American procurereiort was in
the hands of Cushing, Gerry, Girard, and otherifg@afs who thought



152 The Lodge and the Revolution

nothing of cheating and overcharging their own sifiee British side,
however, had no shortage of self-serving and impagiticians and mil-
itary leaders who managed to steal defeat out efjaws of victory on
several occasions. The responsibility was thenttefthe French, and in
particular a small circle of French aristocrats avdsons, to tip the
scales.



Chapter 8

THE BRIBE
THAT WON THE WAR

The story of how one French aristocrat may have lresponsible
for the American victory has never before been .told
The American Revolutionary War is an illustrioudeteof victorious
moments. The first was the remarkable turning painSaratoga, which
served as the catalyst for bringing in America'septial allies. The sec-
ond was the surprise crossing of the Delaware atstbias, where the
ragtag starving American army defeated the welhéd, well-
equipped Hessians. The climax came at Yorktown,revitee Americans
and their new allies, the French, surrounded theyaiof General
Cornwallis.

Students of the war, however, see another sidey Bee the few
victories weighing against the multiple losses loé tAmericans through
Brooklyn, Manhattan, and White Plains; the Englisthasing
Washington from one defeat to another; the staymatind deprivation
of untrained continentals, and their subsequenerties and mutiny.
The army of freedom fighters was half destroyedbattle and nearly
finished off by starvation and sickness, but théowies were still pop-
ulated by many who were not loyal to the new calsgies dominated
the population of eastern Long Island, where thiidBr army was able
to buy cattle. New Jersey was mostly Tory and mledi food for the
English army while Washington starved across therrin Pennsylvania.
Tory landowners dominated the Carolinas, their lkyyaften to their
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personal pocketbooks, which were closely tied togl&md. Many
Americans, while loyal to the cause of liberty]lgiut their personal for-
tunes first, denying food to Washington's army arefusing the
Continental as a currency.

Despite the state of the economy, the constantatef@ skirmish
after skirmish, and the loss of most of the Amerieamy to disease, cap-
ture, and desertion, the outcome of the war waswdstanding victory.
The serious student might be led to wonder just tiosvwas possible.

There is a third side of the story that might semran stranger. Sir
William Fraser once said, "The Battle of Waterlo@swwon on the
playing fields of Eton." His statement refers toe ttschool where
England's future leaders were trained. It may bbkdvep paraphrase
Fraser when discussing how the Revolutionary Was wan: The bat-
tle of Yorktown was lost on the playing tables ofLandon gambling
house known as White's.

HIGH SOCIETY IN LONDON

At a time where the sun never set on Britain's eepdiondon society
may have been at its most decadent. It was thedamgty in the world
and England, of course, was the master of the océ#rle the poor
starved in the streets, the upper crust of socdiighted in heavy
drinking, wild gambling, practical jokes, and bawtighavior. As the
world's largest port city, there could be as masyemght thousand ships
in the Thames at any one time. The number of dmpkhouses and
brothels to serve the thousands of sailors ande#i was staggering.
The upper classes distanced themselves from therloilgsses even in
partaking of London's vices.

From an establishment called Shakespeare's He@dyvant Garden
tavern popular with sea captains and directorshef British East India
Company, John Harris published a list of the betpeostitutes and
where their services could be fouhdut for those at the pinnacle of
London society, there were gentlemen's clubs.

The fashion of eighteenth-century London gende was to
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belong to one or more of the gentlemen's clubs. yMainthem moved

from place to place; others were anchored in aispagavern or hall. A

handful of the clubs were as spectacular as modayneasinos, and
becoming a member was everything to the aristacrelfss. Almack's,
Brooke's, and White's were among the top clubs. agkis had a large
ballroom that could accommodate seventeen hundredLamdon's

fashionable dandies. Gaining admittance was impbrt® London's

young social scene, and the Duke of Wellington wase turned away
because he arrived in trousers rather than theireshjkknee breeches.
Women were admitted at Almack’s, and it became &iage mart for

London's most eligible.

The main attraction of the gentlemen's clubs wasidiag. At a
time when the average wage earner was paid a pauneek, it was
not uncommon to see ten thousand pounds sterlingthen table.
Brooke's and White's were strictly men's clubs, #val chief amusement
was gambling. They kept an open betting book whmre could wager
on anything, and seats at the card tables werepaztall night. Whist,
loo, faro, and hazard were the favorite games,thadsize of the wagers
ruined many of England's young elite.

White's and Brooke's would occasionally attract mpers divided
by politics, and in the years before the Americagvdtution Brooke's
was regarded as a Whig club and White's a Tory. dMbite's members
included the Duke of Devonshire and the Earl of KRagham.
Brooke's members included Charles James Fox, LabeR Spencer,
and Sir Joshua Reynolds.

Charles Fox may epitomize London's macaronis. Bwith the
proverbial silver spoon, Fox's wealth brought hilacton to the House
of Commons at the age of nineteen. At the time isfdiection he was
traveling throughout the Continent, so he did noffes the boredom
of a campaign. In fact, according to his own lettdre was laid up with
a bout of the clap in Nice. Back in London, Fox Wbapend days hop-
ping from Brooke's to White's to Almack's to otheubs, where a bad
night might cause a loss of ten to fifteen thouspodnds and a good
night might see its return.
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While the Fox family fortune supported such exced® same
could not be said of all of the young dandies whadenup the Saint
James Club scene of London. A massive gambling ohehirred at the
gaming tables of White's in London led to the bmjbef the one man
whose role would be so pivotal in the final outconu the
Revolutionary War: Sir George Brydges Rodney.

Born into a Somerset family that traced its linedge twenty gen-
erations, Rodney studied at Harrow. Like many othaval command-
ers of his day, he left school at an early age|vsyeo train in the navy.
But prestige and profit did not always go hand endh An elegant,
handsome figure, Rodney was a rake and a gambtaouwti any of the
inherited wealth to pay off his losses. The yourgdy lost his family's
fortune on the playing tables of White's.

Even worse than his losses were the debts he @gtumRodney
planned to go to sea in order to share in the bty was promised
to the commanders. In one early action in the Wedies he was able
to partially repair his finances. While the incorneught him time, the
sea would disappoint him as much as the gamingedabf White's.
Rodney spent his remaining funds to get into Paeiat, but even this
campaign failed. His debts were all too often tonnie office, and his
connections soon became a detriment to his career.

Unable to stay away from White's or regain his fices, Rodney
was forced to flee London and his creditors. Winileexile in France he
heard that he had been picked to head the Britesly.nBut he owed
French creditors as well, and was told he wouldehavpay off his debts
before he left. The prospects were gloomy indeeeenEif he found
enough money to get out of France, he could sl tbrown in a
debtors prison in England before he even saw ahiyars

Taking command of the navy was the light at the ehdRodney's
tunnel. In his darkest hour Rodney was approachea bepresentative
of one of the wealthiest families in France. Rodmeyuld be provided
with enough money to satisfy his monumental debtst what was
required for such a favor was equally monumental.
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MASONIC BROTHERS FROM ABROAD

The winter of 1777 to 1778 was particularly hard the American
army under Washington's command. Many soldiers littel more than
blankets to keep out the cold, as their shirts padts were in tatters.
Shoes were a luxury, and many soldiers lost the@t find legs to the
cold. Often those on sentry duty stood in theirshiat keep their bare
feet warmer. The food was so scant that the Thawikggtreat was four
ounces of rice cakeAt the same time, German farmers in nearby Valley
Forge were driving cattle to Philadelphia for thetigh.

Washington himself had to contend with the constextuses of
Congress when he pleaded for food, clothing, fumds] medicine. And
a handful called the Conway Cabal plotted againstsMhgton. The
army was undernourished and poorly clad and had Heeced to
retreat from one defeat to another for years. [ieaped that if victory
were to be had, it would be a miracle. That miraftally became a
reality with the arrival of assistance from Europe.

The efforts of American agents in Europe broughg #rench on
board as allies. Early in 1778, while Rodney wadirfy in Paris, the
French had signed an alliance to join the Americdri®ey would not
actually declare war against England until Julyweeer. One of the first
conflicts featured the French navy and the Englisbt near the island
of Ushant. The two forces were equal, but the Bhgkvere used to
winning. When the French fleet was forced to refrétae two English
commanders somehow confused their signals and rafseated. In a
move that was very reminiscent of the numerous laattles fought in
America, it appeared that the English refused ézpthe advantage.

Because the battle was so close to home for théisEnand the fail-
ure was so public, the citizens rioted in the $tre¥ London and both
commanders were court-martialed. Each blamed therdr the fail-
ure to exact a victory.

The English army appeared unable to press its a&aganon land,
as well, although the public was less aware of wdwaturred across the
Atlantic. There had been worse blunders. Aftentiae Sir William
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Howe, Sir Henry Clinton, and Lord Charles Cornvallivere blamed
for incompetence. The famous story of Howe sippieg while letting

the defeated Continental army escape Long Islandnie that most
likely plagued him. But Howe was competent. He tsatved with

Ambherst, who had taught the American commanders ldade alike

the values of guerrilla fighting. He was a knowledfle battle-hardened
commander who had fought at Montreal, Louisbourgd &Quebec

before the American Revolution. Howe did make sesionistakes. He
had allowed Washington, whose army spent the nighthe rain with-

out tents and low on ammunition, to escape Longnksl And this was
not the last time Howe allowed the American armyetxape. He fol-
lowed Washington across New Jersey, where dessrtieduced the
small force to less than ten thousand. With victagain simply a day
away, Howe allowed Washington to cross into Pemnvasyé.

When winter came, Howe's army was camped withinnty«ive
miles of the Americans, but Howe had no desirehiwes through win-
ter in a camp. Instead he headed back to New Ydrk @here his mis-
tress, Elizabeth Loring, kept the general warm. Hasband had been
sent by Howe to Boston to watch over the prisonsLohdon newspa-
per accusing the general of ineptitude was broughtHowe. He
decided to turn in his resignation, and while heiteeh for it to be
accepted, he and Loring enjoyed dinners, concarid, ballroom danc-
ing in Philadelphia. When Franklin was asked by Evench if Howe
had taken Philadelphia, Franklin replied that Riglphia had taken
General Howeé.

Sir Henry Clinton was a military man as well. Harggd his career
at the age of thirteen in the Coldstream Guardseravthe was com-
missioned as a lieutenant. He also distinguishedsélf in battle and
rapidly rose through the ranks to become a majarege in 1772.
When he took over for Howe, he was more interegtetieing in New
York than in commanding his troops in the field.tékfthe war Clinton
was called on to explain his failure as a commanddée blamed
Cornwallis and the other generals, even going asagawriting a book
about his actions. He claimed that three timesiisy was in danger
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of starving, although compared to Washington's dsycstarving was a
relative term. With twelve thousand pounds to cowés salary and
expenses, Clinton's provision orders included hyaimdten-gallon lots,
beef, veal, mutton, fish, sweetbreads, and &dgs. held four houses in
New York City, which, he claimed, were used forihglbecause his life
was in danger, and he also had a mistress in e ci

Cornwallis was a very well-trained military commandborn into
a wealthy and prestigious family. His grandfathed Hbeen awarded a
baronetcy by Charles IlI, his father was the firgtrd. Cornwallis, his
mother was the daughter of Lord Townsend and wésterk to Prime
Minister Robert Walpole. Charles Cornwallis likebhose the military
at an early age. He enrolled at Eton, where thengeu classmen were
the object of harsh treatment by older classma&esnwallis, a tall man,
thrived at Eton and went on to be tutored by a $ams officer. He
bought an officer's commission in the Grenadierar@s. At age eight-
een he took a tour of Europe with his Prussianrtated then enrolled
in the Military Academy of Turin. It was one of Eyre's finest, and the
young officers combined military strategy with lbam dancing in
their curriculum. Over the course of Cornwallis'areer, his training
helped him serve with distinction in the Seven ¥e@far, in Ireland, and
in India. After he married he took a brief respitem the military and
enjoyed the estate lifestyle with his bride. He wasored by King
George Il but at the same time counseled agaimstharsh measures
exacted by the king against his colonial subje@srnwallis's loyalty
was never in question, however, and when war broke he volun-
teered for his command against the American rebels.

Cornwallis lost heart soon enough. His wife at homeEngland
had taken ill, and his commanders, Clinton and Howisappointed
him. Cornwallis had outflanked Washington on Lorngjahd only to
watch Howe allow his escape. Cornwallis beat the eAcans at
Brandywine in 1777 and Monmouth in 1778, and wantkent south.
Clinton, with Cornwallis as the field commanderfeefively stopped
the resistance in the South, so Clinton headedNfew York, leaving
Cornwallis in charge. The war heated up as Corisvillight several
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major battles and worked his way north. From NewrkYclinton
ordered Cornwallis to find an area where his armuyld position itself
to be supplied. He chose Yorktown, which turned toube a fatal deci-
sion as the French, by sea, and the Americansamgy, Isurrounded him.
Eight days under siege ended the war. Cornwalégtons in the
Revolution did not hurt his career for long, howevand he went on
to serve with distinction in India and to quell efiton in Ireland.

Baigent and Leigh's The Temple and the Lodge exasnimow the
effect of Mason fighting Mason may have hinderedtedwsination.
Howe had served with Amherst, where most of thécefé were broth-
ers in the craft. Twenty-nine of the thirty-one iregnts under
Ambherst's command had field lodges. Cornwallis sénin two regi-
ments that had military lodges. His brother Edwhedl served as well,
and was the founder of a lodge in Nova Scotia. t@tinserved as aide-
de-camp to Ferdinand, Duke of Brunswick, one of thest influential
Masons of his day.Three seemingly capable British commanders chose
to avoid making the coup de grace at every turstead simply con-
tinuing the war until, like America's Vietham Wahe soldiers in the
field and the citizens back home despaired of esaming victory. If
conspiracy is the secret behind defeat, then thal fhattle ofYorktown
was the stage. Nevertheless, there is no evidemae Gornwallis had
planned for anything less than victory. But theseevidence that one
man would serve to destroy the chances of thedBriti

BEHIND THE SCENES IN FRANCE

As the efforts of the Americans Franklin and Deamd-rance paid off,
a French fleet and French soldiers headed to AmerWhen the
American effort was exhausted, France stepped iprévide most of
the troops, the arms, the food, and the money gbt fthe final offen-
sive of the war.
The commander Rochambeau was one of the first awmdt m

important figures of the French effort. He was gljicfollowed by the
troops of Count William Deux-Ponts, who led a regithfrom the
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Saar Valley; the Viscount de Noailles, from whosgiment in France
Napoleon would later emerge; Count Mathieu Duma$o wvould

become a hero at Waterloo; the Marquis Claude-HdariSaint-Simon;
and the Duke de Lauzun. All had been enlisted tinothe diplomatic
efforts of Franklin and Deane and had supplied ddatine aid before
France officially committed to war with England.

Rochambeau and his troops were ferried by seversgmat ships to
Rhode Island in July 1780. They stayed for a btiele, with the well-
funded army enjoying the good life, but they werocked with the
allies they came to save. The Americans overchatigeoh for supplies,
openly traded with the British who blockaded theirast, and on occa-
sion shot at them. The first French troops did s®¢ any action until
Yorktown; however, when it came time for actione thrench impressed
both the Americans and the English with their orated discipliné.

General Jean-Baptiste-Donatien deVimeur, the codgeRocham-
beau, was a career military man with a mission. like, Lafayette and
others, wanted to see the rebels break their ti#s the monarch of
England. When the French king Louis XVI signed eaty with the
Continental Congress, his first act of assistanes t@ supply America.
His second was to send over a six-thousand-man acalled the
Expedition Particuliere under Rochambeau s command.

Rochambeau had entered the military at age severdrd fought
at the siege of Maastricht in Holland during the rWaf Austrian
Succession, in a French expedition against Minoaa] during the
Seven Years War. Rochambeau was fifty-five whenbheught over
three regiments to fight the decisive battle atRfmwvn. One unit was
the Deux-Ponts. Under the command of Rochambeads, thousand-
man unit was recruited from Germany. It was a gpianit in that the
officers were often adventurers. Many sailed abotrel French fleet
accompanied by their wives and children, and atleae officer, Baron
Ludwig von Closen, brought his servafts.

Other military leaders who commanded troops in Aozerwere
interested in the social experiment that becameewa oountry. Saint-
Simon's cousin became the founder of French semallike Lafayette,
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the duc de Lauzun was very interested in the Newldéosocial exper-
iment. His desire was to be present at the birtra ofew age, to fight
for the cause of liberty. Like many French noblése contradiction of
the noble class fighting for democracy did nothbegdim his enthusi-
asm. Lauzun was from an ancient family that hddstifrom the time of
the Crusades. As was tradition in such a titledtanil family, adventure
called first. At age thirteen Lauzun became angmsén the elite French
Guard. At eighteen he married into another Frergfalr family. Lauzun
went to Corsica and proved himself in battle. Hes wewarded with the
titte of colonel of the Legion Royale. But peacerdsb him, and he was
among the first to volunteer to aid the Americansea

Lauzun sailed from France as part of the fightiogcé that joined
Rochambeau. Lauzun's cavalry and infantry joined #ncient regi-
ments of the French military, the Bourbonnais, fbeux-Ponts, the
Saintonge, and the Soissonnais, and they marchédrkbown.

Lauzun's Legion, as it was called, was made up @f fnom vari-
ous European countries. Most had come from the c&larraine cor-
ridor between France and Germany; others came fgaveden, Italy,
Poland, and Russia. They spoke eight differentdaggs, and by tradi-
tion they would curse in Hungarian. They were vodens, and often
adventurers; many were from noble families, othessre rakes and
thieves. They were the predecessors to anotherclrréighting force,
the French Foreign Legion.

For the duc de Lauzun, the American Revolution @ one
more adventure. His exploits in both the battlefi@ind the boudoirs
of Europe were legendary. He was said to have nade to every
woman he met in France and Newport, Rhode Islantgrev he was
first headquartered. His men followed his exam@ad despite their
prowess against the British they also achieved dbkious distinction
of fighting the most duels among themselves, typicaver women.
Lauzun continued to have great adventures aftdntifig in America,
including becoming Marie Antoinette's lover. Whilauzun was aware
of his rank and his importance—he was even privyRmchambeau's
and Washington's discussions of strategy—he mahan been aware
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that his presence in the war was the single mastadr factor in its
outcome.

While the Marquis de Lafayette, the duc de LauzGount William
Deux-Ponts, Count Mathieu Dumas, the Marquis dentSiimon, and
the other nobles eagerly awaited battle, their esmgr commander,
Rochambeau, debated strategy with Washington. Wakhi thought
that a move to recapture New York would advance wee effort.
Rochambeau argued that a decisive victory agalmstHnglish in the
Chesapeake Bay would end the war. Rochambeau's legn, and the
focus was turned on beating the one commander whs av serious
contender: Cornwallis. Rochambeau and Washingtonrched to
Virginia to catch Cornwallis while both the Amenaand the English
were depending on the navy to arrive on time.

After the Battle of Guilford Courthouse, the forcesnder
Cornwallis's command were low on supplies. At Yovi, Cornwallis
spent three months digging in while waiting for hisndezvous with
Admiral Rodney. The British fleet commanded by Reginwas sup-
posed to be the most important factor in the outcoof the show-
down between the British army and the combined e®rof the
Americans and the French. Supplies and reinforcésnevere to be
brought by Rodney; this was the reason Cornwakidntt marched far-
ther north.

Rodney had other plans. Instead of sailing nortrerwhe had the
advantage over the French, he launched a vicicdiagkabn tiny Saint
Eustatius. While Cornwallis's army had its headam ever-tightening
noose that could be relieved only by Rodney's shéppplies, and fresh
troops, Rodney stayed to loot Saint Eustatius. &timy spent valuable
time confiscating everything from almost every zsti of the tiny
island. In fact, he instructed his men to go asafatooting graves, claim-
ing that valuables had been buried.

Meanwhile, Washington and Rochambeau used the thveeths
well, coordinating their cross-country march anel éinrival of the
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French fleet. Lafayette used a small force to black English retreat,
Washington and Rochambeau rushed to cover five redndiles, and
Admiral de Grasse sailed up from the Caribbean witanty ships and
three thousand fresh troops.

Francois-Joseph-Paul, the Marquis de Grasse-Tilyl &omte
de Grasse, had joined the fleet of the KnightsahtSJohn of Jerusalem,
also known as the Knights of Malta, at age twelkis was the origi-
nal order known as the Hospitallers of Saint Johdesusalem, and was
established even before the Knights Templar. Whik¢h orders were
ostensibly Catholic, the exposure to differentimitnay have had a last-
ing effect on the Templars, who supported the QGattharing the papal
crusade and were accused of heresy. The Hospitdiled no such cri-
sis of faith, but they needed a reason to exigrafie Crusades. They
took refuge in the Mediterranean, where they wagsulless wars
against the Barbary pirates to protect Christiapmhg.

After six years of training, de Grasse was attactedhe French
navy. Like his fellow Knights of Malta, de Grassadhan interest in the
American cause of liberty. He was joined by nineted¢her knights in
the effort. After the war, fourteen joined Washimgs Society of
Cincinnati® Admiral de Grasse became part of the French Réwalu
retiring when the excessive bloodshed stainedahse of liberty.

Admiral de Grasse had overnight become a key figirethe
Revolutionary War. With a fleet of twenty ships, he sailed from Franc
in March. His fleet, including the Ville de Parite largest warship in
the world, guided a convoy of 150 merchant shipsyosy supplies for
the war. De Grasse reached Martinique in late Apnt sent thirty
ships with troops and supplies to Rochambeau. Esepply included
the infantry of Marquis Claude-Henri de Saint-Sim@md the ancient
regiments of Agenais, Gatinais, and Touraine. Das€g's fleet found
action almost immediately after landing the merd¢isduips.

In late April, de Grasse encountered the Britiskynd his first brief
action was later described as indecisive, but thtsB lost six warships,
which had a lasting effect. De Grasse had outmaaredvthe fleet of
Admiral Hood, which was under the command of Adiriradney.
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Hood blamed his early loss on Rodney's incorredtitioming of his
ships; it was Rodney's second mistake but certaiotyhis last.

Five weeks later Rodney again ran into the Fretedt.fOn June 5
Rodney's navy reached the French fleet, countedntyieur ships
and five frigates, and chose to do nothing. Rodhaegl the advantage
of size, yet he failed to pursue de Grasse, allgwihe French admiral
to head north to Virginia. But Rodney was awaretht@ crucial impor-
tance of French naval and military support in dateing the outcome
at Yorktown. Still, he failed to give priority taapping or even slowing
the French assistance. The most critical engagemokrthe war was
decided on which side was more prepared for thdebathe American
and French side needed Admiral de Grasse; thesBriside needed
Admiral Rodney. There is ample evidence that baikiah commanders
were aware of their importance.

Admiral de Grasse was scheduled to rendezvous \hiinty
American pilots who were necessary for navigatingesapeake Bay.
De Grasse supplied his food stores in a hurry draitered fifteen new
merchant ships to carry food. Not wishing to wait fetters of credit,
he paid for the supplies with his own money.

While it seems that Rodney had failed to understtral implica-
tions of his delay, his actions prove otherwise. digpatched a warning
to Admiral Graves in New York, stating that the mak navy was on the
way. He told Graves that both fleets needed to lipkto prevent the
French navy from supplying Rochambeau and Washingithe first
message was intercepted; the second arrived dagistheé French fleet
had already destroyed part of Graves's fleet. Rpdnen wrote to his
wife that he would attack the French if given thgportunity, and that
the "fate of England may depend upon the eventvefsithe evidence
of Rodney's letters, it is shocking that he chasahen split his forces
and sail home with his loot from Saint EustatiuisTfinal action can
hardly be deemed a mistake; Rodney deserted his posthe same
time that he abandoned his mission, Rodney warned charge,
Admiral Graves, of just how important it was to rgithe fleet to
Yorktown. Rodney's actions, combined with the la€kimeliness of
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his warnings, contributed to the American and Frerictory.

Historians have pointed out that Rodney's errory thave been
attributable to problems with his health. But theet cause of the vic-
tory at Yorktown is that Admiral Rodney allowed Heif to be defeated
on purpose. In doing so, he ensured the French-isarervictory,
which was allowed to repay a monumental debt.

THE MOTIVE

As mentioned earlier, in 1774 Rodney fled to Paoisescape debtors
prison’® The gambler was still in Paris in 1778 and still admiral,
though he did not have a post. Rodney had beeropud half salary
by his superior, the Earl of Sandwich. The EarlSaindwich, when not
at the gambling tables himself, served as Lordhef Admiralty. The earl
was also a friend of Benjamin Franklin's throughittshared adventures
at Wycombe.

After nearly four years in exile, Rodney was infednthat he was
being recalled to active duty. It was an opporturig rebuild his for-
tune and his career, but because of new debtsrattun France, the
down-and-out admiral could not return to Englandatcept his com-
mand. Even worse, he could not rebuild his fortwithout the com-
mand.

Then, seemingly out of the blue, a French noble @mdmander of
the French Guard offered to help Rodney. The Mateduc de Biron
offered Admiral Rodney the money needed to pay lo§f debts and
assume his command. Some historians call it a lodrers call it a gift.
In either case, the implications are staggering.

It seems that at least one of the two parties veasnutting an act
that could be deemed treason. While Rodney's reaswre evident,
one must wonder, What was the French commandetlgation?

When the offer was made, the duc de Biron's nepivas& Armond
Louis de Gontaut, the duc de Lauzun. It is unrealento think that
the duc de Biron actually wished to help Rodneyethis post; in doing
so the duke would be aware that he might be carntnf to his



The Bribe That Won the War 167

nephew's defeat or even death. Apparently the tiveld loan or gift
to Rodney was the one way the duc de Biron coulduren his
nephew's success. The loan was a bribe. And the fmon the war.

Rodney upheld his part of the bargain. When he ccddve pur-
sued the advantage, he chose to wait. When he dwmud stopped the
French fleet, he chose to defend Tobago. When hé&l deave raced to
Yorktown, he decided it was time to punish Sainst&tius. Finally, he
simply headed home.

THE WORLD TURNED UPSIDE DOWN

Rochambeau and Washington continued to tighten diege around
Yorktown. Lafayette had been reinforced with thesfr troops of Saint-
Simon. Meanwhile, four thousand British troops g$at New York
Harbor and Rodney's partner Graves waited. Whenn&gsl message
arrived, the Brits set sail. It was then two dayterathe surrender at
Yorktown; when the British fleet was informed of @wallis's defeat,
they simply turned around.

After losing the war, Britain would go through an{p series of
blaming people. While others pointed their fingetstheir fellow com-
manders, Rodney seemed above the fray. The reaasrnhat before any
charges of incompetence, cowardice, or treasondcbelleveled against
him, he returned to the West Indies to become a.her

Despite the surprising victory at Yorktown, it wdustill be more
than a year before Britain ended the hostilitient@n in New York
still had a standing army during this lull, and Red returned to pur-
sue the French fleet. He sighted the French flegleu de Grasse sail-
ing for Jamaica; the same French commander thaavibeed meeting
prior to Yorktown he now chased. For three days riegdfollowed the
French fleet until he was in position in the passadgtween Dominica
and Guadeloupe known as the Saints. He had thiktylsips against
the French fleet of thirty-three, and the battlesvea standard line bat-
tle in which ships form a line and fire directly esich other. A fleet cap-
tain, Sir Charles Douglas, recommended Rodney lttealkne after
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the French left a gap in their formation. But thias against the Fighting
Instructions, the British navy's rules of engagetnand it was a gamble
that could result in a court-martial or even anfirisquad if it failed.

Rodney was not even sure his captains would fologh an order.

Years of gambling, however, inspired Rodney to takeh a great
bet, and he won. Five ships followed him and hel&it several French
ships to fire upon them from both sides. His otleaptains also
exploited gaps in the French line. Even the Vile Baris, the world's
largest fighting ship, was overtaken, abandonedtdyrew, and set on
fire by the British. Of course, this had no effert the outcome of the
war in the colonies. It did serve to make Rodnelyeao, however, and
so his motives would not be challenged after the wa

The deal made between the duc de Biron and thebtedeAdmiral
Rodney worked out very well for both men. AdmirabdRey had his
fortune back, and despite abandoning Cornwallisyatktown, Rodney
was still regarded as a war hero for the navaléai chose to win. The
duc de Biron's nephew was safe, for the time beamgl was now re-
garded as a hero in a war against England. Howéverduc de Lauzun's
status would not save him from the terrors of thhenEh Revolution.
He would go to the guillotine, but not before offfigr his executioner
a glass of wine. The deal that allowed Rodney's bdjagn debt to be
repaid also allowed America to win independence.



Chapter 9

ONE NATION UNDER THE
GREAT ARCHITECT

Lven though the war ended in February 1783, it wosiill be
=malmost ten more months before the peace treaty sigised in

Paris. The new nation then turned to winning thecpe

From the very beginning of American history it wagident that a
handful of Masons would exert a powerful influenigeth in the open
and in secret. The Declaration of Independence dasvn up by the
non-Mason Thomas Jefferson. It was first signed dbyMason, John
Hancock, and on its first vote on July 1, 1776, thecument was
approved by nine of the states—a clear majoritye Tiext day the vote
reached twelve, with the New York delegation notinga (John Adams
had predicted that July second would forever belrated as the day of
independence for the American colonies.) On thertifiolNew York
voted and the Declaration was signed by the prasidad the secretary
of Congress, not by Hancock or any of the othay-6fx signers, which
would come later. When the Declaration was signgzto forty-one of
the signers were Masons, even though not all cfetiidasons were pub-
licly acknowledged as such. Among Masons July 4 helsl as a sacred
day. It marked the rising of Sirius, which in amtigeligions was related
to the god Thoth, who brought knowledge to manwé#s also consid-
ered the guardian to the goddess Isis; as suclast the most important
star in the sky, and at least seven major Egypgamples were oriented
to it. The Fourth of July was now sacred to the metion, as welt.
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The Constitution was also drawn up by several erftial
Masons—including Washington, Franklin, and Randelaimd by
non-Masons John Adams and Thomas Jefferson. Athefn had been
influenced by the philosophical movement that swdpirope and
included Sir Francis Bacon, Rousseau, and Voltairke Founding
Fathers, however, had ambiguous feelings toward séeret societies
that spread these philosophies. Washington was kno@ver to will-
ingly promote a non-Mason in the military, but JoAdams, on the
other hand, wrote several anti-Masonic tracts. Asldrelieved Masonry
was one of the greatest moral and political ewalsd regarded it as a
conspiracy of the few against the many.

Jefferson was not a Mason, although his attendatcdélasonic
meetings has been documented. There is some ewiddnigis flirtation
with Rosicrucianism, including some Rosicrucian e®dthat were
found among his writing$.There is stronger evidence that Franklin was
connected to the Rosicrucian group that was cenhterg
Germantown, Pennsylvania. And certainly there isshortage of evi-
dence of Franklin's numerous Masonic affiliations.

Of the forty men who signed the Constitution, mamgre already
Masonic brothers and others would become Mason®rvadtd.
Masonic lodges claim that nearly all the signerdeatt participated in
lodge activities, but most historians agree thaessd were not Masons,
including Madison and Jefferson.

The Illuminati group was the most secretive andsitody the most
conspiratorial entity in Europe, but members did make headway in
the colonies the way the Masons did. Washingtorkespmut against that
group, condemning them as “self-created" and utaela to
Freemasonry.But Washington could trace his own family's armsaic
roots, and despite his efforts on behalf of a deamg he was an elitist
who would create the Society of the Cincinnati, ehhiadmitted only
those with aristocratic backgrounds. This elite ietyc caused wide-
spread fear of a new aristocracy, and even fellomgivMan Thomas
Jefferson immediately distrusted the institution. asdhington later
stepped back from the aristocratic leanings ofgtioeip.
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On April 30, 1789, George Washington was inaugdrade presi-
dent. The oath of office was administered by Rolévingston, who
was the grand master of New York's Grand Lodge. maeshal of the
day was another Freemason, General Jacob Mortont. avether
Freemason, General Morgan Lewis, was Washingtonsore
Washington, the master of the Alexandria lodgektbis oath of office
on the Bible from Saint John's Lodge of New York.

THE NEW ORDER OF THE AGES

Soon the nation's new capital was laid out. Theatiooa was in a
wilderness more suited for hunting grouse than ddministering the
new country, but it had its advantages. Washindganed that New York
would serve as a bad example and allow the monay like Hamilton
to control the country, and he did not want to plabe capital ther®.
Jefferson enjoyed the proximity of the new capitalVirginia. The city
was blueprinted in a Masonic plan, designed by Ewench Mason
Pierre-Charles L'Enfant, who had volunteered tdtfifor liberty. He
was close to Washington and a member of the Socddtythe
Cincinnati. The ceremony commemorating the layirfgtlee Capitol's
cornerstone was strictly a Masonic event. Washimgterved as master,
wearing the apron and sash of his lodge. Membens fliodges all over
Maryland and Virginia were in attendance and adogig dressed in
Masonic regalia. The ceremony itself was a Masaitigal performed
with baptism by corn, wine, and oil to signify n@mlimment and refresh-
ment. Masons were also called on to design, plad, tzuild university
buildings, state houses, bridges, and war memoriglich they then
consecrated with their corn, oil, and wine blesging

The Capitol building and the east-west axis of tieav city were
oriented in a complicated way to correspond wite #rc of the sun.
The dome of the Capitol is "a symbol of the half-af the visible
heavens . . . where the equinoctial and solstt@hts meet® The tra-
dition of incorporating arcane geometry and esoteymbols contin-
ues to modern times. In May 1974 Senator Joe Bifi@elaware
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made an official inquiry into the astrological syoigon the ceiling of
the Senate post office and the Civil Service ConemiRoont,

The Great Seal of the United States was designédeasame time.
It had been proposed that Franklin, Adams, andedsdf design the
new seal, but their suggestions of heraldic deyites goddesses, and
the illuminati eye of God in a triangle were reggtt Two new design
committees would be employed before the designe veeceptable to
all. The final Great Seal is also full of arcanenfplism.

The bald eagle is said to represent Scorpio, whas#ciated with
death and rebirth. The eagle holds a scroll thasictle the thirteen-
letter motto E pluribus unum, meaning "one out @nm" Some believe
this motto represents one nation arising from thietetlen colonies, but
others believe that it refers to the concept of @wd over all gods—
a Masonic tenet. The reverse of the seal is a atedcpyramid, a com-
mon Masonic symbol. The pyramid has thirteen stepw for each
colony. Its face has seventy-two bricks, repressmtaof another num-
ber that is sacred in religious writings from thigy Reda to works of the
Babylonian Berosus to the Finnish Kalevala. Theamid without its cap
is said to be the loss of wisdom by humanity beeanfsthe long reign
of the Church over knowledge. This symbol first eg@d on colonial
money. The seal also depicts the all-seeing eyéchwivas a cult sym-
bol that can be traced back to ancient Egypt. Magleve the eye rep-
resents the goddess Isis, who is also regarded psrsonification of
knowledge.

Another thirteen-letter motto, Annuit Coeptis, akeén from Virgil's
Aeneid and is a prayer to the pagan god Jupitdddss the new under-
taking. In Virgil's work the prayer is annue cosptivhich contains twelve
letters, but the spelling was purposely modifiedgtee the phrase thir-
teen letters? In addition the Great Seal contains the words o@udo
Seclorum, meaning "the new order of the agdésThis phrase too is
taken from Virgil, and in modern times the New Wbrder has omi-
nous meanings, although its Masonic meaning wagseakbway from
the religious intolerance of Europe.

The eighteenth-century Masonic architects of theeAocan nation
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did not stop using arcane symbolism with the Gi®@aal. The modern
one-dollar bill includes the same Masonic symbolisfan unfinished
pyramid topped by an all-seeing eye. The all-seegyg was on
American currency as early as 1778.

A MASONIC FAITH

There are numerous claims regarding just how mahyAmerica's
Founding Fathers were actually Masons. Washingtwh Rranklin were
documented and active members of Masonic orgaoimsti while
Jefferson and Adams were not. They all shared anmmmbelief, how-
ever—a variation of faith known as deism.

Adherents of deism believed that a superior powerated the
world and established nature as his law. Masoneves the supreme
power was the great architect of the world, andldwe was reflected in
and revealed by science. The G symbol, which ieften debated, may
simply be representative of the science of geomddsists, especially
the eighteenth-century followers, held in contentipe wars between
Christians in which people were killed over minaoirgs of doctrine.
Men of science, treated with suspicion by the Churalso held dear
the respect Masonry held for science. This newgiaii the deist reli-
gion of the Masons, found a conciliation betweerd@md science, and
the G symbol was revered as a sign of this progress

The ranks of American Revolutionaries that held stebeliefs
included George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Themlefferson,
Thomas Paine, Ethan Allen, James Madison, AlexamtiEmilton, and
John Quincy Adam¥ Paine was one of the most outspoken, and his
Age of Reason is an anti-Church treatise. Washinghttended the
Episcopal Church but usually left before the comioan Jefferson
regarded Christianity as a tyranny over the mindnai. Franklin, as a
member of the Nine Sisters Lodge, was a brothéfditaire, who, along
with Jean-Jacques Rousseau, is given the credibéimg the leading
proponent of this "natural” religion.

Deism did not require a structured religion, nat dioppose
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adherence to one. Although Franklin still calledr fprayer at the
Constitutional Convention and Hamilton opposed hpth were
Masons. Masonry allowed its members to transceral divisions of
religious pettiness and unite with each other. B¢ same time, there
was a dark side to Masonry.

Like organized religion, Masonry preached equahtyd practiced
elitism. The American government itself was formaot so much as a
democracy as a hierarchal organization that cowd fepresentation.
For example, the right to vote was typically linditeo men of property.

Those "inalienable rights" declared in 1776 wer¢ aalesire of all
people. When Thomas Jefferson and George Masoregush a Bill of
Rights for individuals, they had to overcome thausth opposition of
men such as the elitist Alexander Hamilton. Geokldason believed
slavery to be a crime and an abomination, but thexee many opposed
to any attempt at ending that institution. But Maswas joined by
Virginians Richard Henry Lee and James Madison ieriading
Hamilton, and the Bill of Rights was accepted.

Masonry had been born in the feudal Dark Ages whesmall por-
tion of the population had life-and-death controaleo the people in
their realm. Liberty and equality were ideals thatre not always shared
by those higher up the food chain. The great Amaericgamble
achieved a result that somehow eluded countries ¢hase to follow
its example.

Writers like Franklin and Jefferson had seeminglgcldred that
challenging government by violent means was acbémtaRevolts
ignited throughout Europe and South America andewmostly led by
Masons. In some countries, new republics were fdrmeickly and
without violence, such as in the Netherlands, int&sland, and among
the various states of Italy. In Italy, the grandstea and thirty-third-
degree Mason Giuseppe Garibaldi fought to unifylyltand place
another Mason, Victor Emmanuel I, on the thrdheln Russia
Freemasons were the primary leaders of the DecstmBevolt, which
was planned in Masonic lodges. In Latin Americagdfason revolu-
tionaries included Simon Bolivar, Jose de San Masnd Benito Juarez.
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In France, where Rousseau and Voltaire inspiredttieking and
Masonic ideals, the revolution took bizarre andobdlp twists, turning
the country into a mob bent on murder and destuctiSadly, many
of the champions of the American cause sufferedlylemcluding the
marquis de Lafayette and the duc de Lauzun.

In America, elitist concepts and an "end justifiae means" philos-
ophy allowed a handful of men to steer the memiyersh lodges. The
product of such organization would rear its uglydén massive organ-
ized criminal activity. From the slave trade to @siopium smuggling,
the elite would prosper while the rank and filekadloe risks for them.



PART THREE

From the Sacred to
the Profane

IN THE CENTURIES THAT FOLLOWED the arrest
of the Knights Templar and the dissolution of thairder,
the secret society became a powerful force in world
events. No longer was the secret government as norga
ized as it had been prior to 1307, but despite fitsc-
tiousness, its power had not diminished.

Several European countries and states were in tdirec
control of the knights of various surviving ex-Tdamp
orders. Portugal, Spain, and the not yet united n@er
states serve as examples. In other countries, nmasably
Scotland, the orders exercised control over the itanl
The soon to be united cantons of Switzerland pveser
both the military tradition and the institution obanking
that had descended from the Templar organization.
Banking, international trade, statecraft, merclgaiids,



178 From the Sacred to the Profane

and even the average worker's job would soon comgeruthe influ-
ence of organizations that were typically closedotdsiders and often
above the law.

While these secret societies, which included thegKis Templar,
had rebelled against autocratic government, theepoand misrule of
the Church, and the hostility of the organizedgielis to science, they
were becoming the new establishment. As such theyldvbe as cor-
rupt and powerful as those they sought to change.

Piracy and smuggling were more often the provintehe wealthy
and powerful than of the colorful individuals thlistory portrays. The
same is true of the institution of slave trade #mel trafficking of drugs.
In both cases, the religious orders have playedla in the creation of
these institutions, and lodges and merchant gustinued the trades
well after they became illegal. The toll that tHave trade and drug traf-
ficking took on the world is well known. The fadiat both institutions
were controlled by a handful of wealthy individualdiose names were
often carved in marble in libraries and at uniwvigsiis America's dark-
est secret.

The so-called pillars of society were such a fotoereckon with
that even the president of the American nation diaposable when his
programs threatened the profits of those with morganized power.
While there is no denying the assassination of dlimovas a conspir-
acy, at least two other presidents would fall wictto the cabals that
desired to control the government as well as theptrolled the most
profitable trades.



Chapter 10
THE SLAVE TRADERS

Antigua was barely out of sight when Captain Hopkitie leader

of the brig Sally, realized there was a probleme Bmall crew was
getting sick with the flux, a disease later knovendysentery. The weak-
ened state of the men was alarming, as belowdetktd hold was a
live cargo that outnumbered the skeleton crew. Taeyo was a boat-
load of African slaves who had been captured od soto slavery in

Africa, branded, and then delivered to a coastat for export. Beaten,
underfed, and bound in chains, the slaves usuadlse wlaced aboard a
British ship for the transatlantic passage. Many Wbt survive the jour-
ney. Those who did survive were then placed in inglgpens in another
port. There they were fed and bathed, as the sofietionfinement was
enough to make the neighboring farmers complaine Blaves were
then brought to market to be resold to an Ameritadler, beginning

the process of confinement at sea yet again.

When the crew was outnumbered by as much as a édiridrone,
it was never safe to allow the Africans on decke Tdondition of the
Sally, however, was becoming desperate. Captainkidspdecided to
take a chance; he allowed a handful of his slawebet brought topside
in order to augment the efforts of the crew. Theio&hs quickly real-
ized they had the advantage, and they began frethi@gothers in an
attempt to take the floating prison. The captairs eamed and quickly
killed or wounded several slaves and began orddfiegothers to jump
overboard. After eighty men were forced into thdaAtic, order was
restored.

179
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The owner of the ship, Nicholas Brown and Compamgs quickly
notified of the loss, which it had the foresight goard against with
insurance. The Newport Insurance Company, the d@rishsurance
Company, the Mount Hope Insurance Company, andrdtdrge com-
panies that dominate the New England economy geir tstart from
marine insurance. One modern insurer, Aetna, rcéssued a public
apology for its role in insuring the lives of slavaNhile that does not
sound unlike modern life insurance, the differersethat the slaves
were being insured as propetty.

A myriad of rules on just what could be collectednfi the insur-
ers often put a burden on shipowners. A cargo of s&k Africans ren-
dered worthless by their passage was not coverew €énterprising
captain decided to throw his sick passengers oeedyas cargo lost at
sea would then be covered. The Supreme Courts inislama and
North and South Carolina regularly heard cases hiclwa shipowner's
claims were denied because of mitigating circuntsanin Aetna's poli-
cies, such exclusions included slave suicide, slalweing worked to
death, and slaves being lynched.

In 1781 the slave ship Zong, which was owned by fwominent
merchants from Liverpool, carried 440 slaves froao Some. The cap-
tain, Luke Collingwood, erred in his sailing directs and the voyage
took longer than expected. When disease hit thp, dikty slaves died
and almost half of the ship became sick. The captailered 132 slaves
thrown overboard in order to capitalize on the ragge. The insurance
company, Gilbert, et al., turned down the claim ahed owners of the
Zong brought the insurers to court. The shipowremgued that cargo
was thrown overboard to save the rest of the goowsking their claim
legitimate. The Zong's owners won. Even the judges wurprised at
how easily the jury accepted the concept that fciog the slaves was
no different from if they had been animals.

In New England owners of slave ships took any mearslable to
hedge their bets; they organized and invested én rttarine insurance
companies that would provide for such losses.

Nicholas Brown and Company was also in part resptafor the
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early development of another New England busindemking. The
company played a role in establishing the Providemank, which
allowed it to finance its own ships, and out ofstimstitution the mod-
ern Fleet Bank, one of the country's largest batidgeloped.

The Brown family began its ascent to fame and feetin the New
England whaling business, in which ships sometiinad to be out at
sea for years with the goal of transforming whalgs spermaceti can-
dles. Needing funds for his business, Nicholas Brditted out the first
Guineaman—a name given to mean a slave ship tragitig Africa—
the Mary, for the slave trade. In 1736 his son QddadBrown signed on
as the supercargo, or head trader, on what woutdrbe Providence's
first venture into the slave-trading business. Qdtacoon came into his
own and fitted out another ship, the Wheel of Fegtuto join in the
trade. The young man then brought the entire fanmtp the business
and developed a colony-wide reputation. Virginiaaners like
Revolutionary War statesman Carter Braxton wrotethe company
requesting to participate in a joint venture whk Browns’

For the Browns, wealth led to greater power, antinJ&rown
became a congressman representing Rhode Islaridw fslave trader
James De Wolf represented the state as a senatdit from the trade
brought all the trappings of wealth. When formeredident John
Quincy Adams visited the Browns' home he calledh# "most mag-
nificent and elegant mansion that | have ever sserthis continent.”
Today the house still stands at Fifty-two Powere&trin Providence,
where it is operated by the Rhode Island HistoriSaliciety! which
would like the family's slave trading mentioneditile as possible.

The fact that the Brown family fortune was madethie slave trade
is a matter of historical record. In August 179'hrddrown became the
first American to be tried in federal court for latng the Slave Trade
Act. Brown's legal maneuvers and favors from cahdliti not save him
from reaching the court, as his brother Moses ws derson pressing
charges. Moses had seen firsthand the horrorseoltve ship and sub-
sequently quit the family business and became iitsatgst opponent.
His efforts stopped the importation of slaves iRtoode Island, and he
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helped enact a federal law against it. A bill frepthe children of slaves
and completely banning the trade would have su@mbebut William

Bradford of Bristol removed the clause on the bHis rum business
depended on the slave trade. The business of hisndaw, James
De Wolf, depended on it more. John Brown died iD3,8before the
trade was banned forever.

The profits from the slave trade helped the Browamify reach
immortality. Near the Power Street house standswBrdJniversity.
Because the Browns were such great benefactorssaheol originally
known as Rhode Island College showed the family dhignate grati-
tude by changing its name to Brown University. Altigh Brown
University is the great monument to the profits tbé Browns' slave
trade, a lesser known monument to John Brown isRleet Financial
Group of New England. Brown was one of the foundard791 when
it was called the Providence Bank. It merged wigm8el Colt's cre-
ation, the Industrial Trust, and underwent a narhange to Industrial
National Bank. In 1982 the Rhode Island bank chdnige nhame again
to Fleet Financial. Finally it merged with the Bard Boston to
become the seventh largest financial holding compamn the United
States.

NEW ENGLAND AND THE SLAVE TRADE

There are many secrets surrounding the slave traHe. profits from

dealing in human cargo built a great deal of An@rjcand particularly
New England, industry. The trade brought togethdraadful of tightly

knit families bound by Masonic ties and intermagéa The same fam-
ilies still have inherited fortunes and inheritedwer that dominate the
economic landscape. While being a Mason was ofterecessity to get
hired by a shipowner or a shipbuilder, the loddest the workers were
welcomed into were not the same as the lodgesthigabwners joined.
An elite layer had once again risen to the topamfiety, just as it had in
the feudal period.

The French Normans did not invent the feudal sysfdme elite
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Normans, however, did thrive by controlling evergpect of the econ-
omy. They exported this type of economy to EnglaBdptland, and
Ireland, where Norman overlords impoverished anitted entire pop-
ulations in order to establish their estates. Thegught the feudal
economy to Italy as well, where Norman armies hagaked more
havoc than the Celts had a thousand years befdre. sAme Norman
families that had amassed huge estates had créaeinights Templar,
which became Freemasonry. Yet liberty and fratgrmitthin the organ-

ization had its bounds; membership in the powelddges was centered
first on the aristocracy, and only when industrsalciety replaced the
feudal economy would a professional class come daep within the

organization. The rank-and-file trade lodges, imiuemained at lower
levels in both public society and Masonic society.

Entry into the upper crust of society could be agplished by mar-
riage, but more often members of one shipowningilfamarried mem-
bers of other shipowning families. Only the captaof the ships had a
chance of being upwardly mobile, as they shareth@ profits of their
voyages. The captains started as members of thgedothat included
dockworkers, carpenters, wrights, and sailors. bsiovhich came much
later, did not invent the closed shop. The unidweyever, built on the
concept of the union hall and joined together iragitMasonic groups
like the Knights of Labor. Being admitted was thé-iraportant first
step. Being accepted by the captains who did theghiwas the next
step. For this a laborer had to be consideredwnrttty and focused on
the goals of the captain and his masters, the aimprs.

The geometric terminology employed by Masons wast jas
important as a secret handshake. Being regardetbrashe-level" or
"on-the-square" meant that a prospective hire wakdge member.
This showed the owners that they had the emplogetheir control as
surely as if they were feudal lords in fourteenémitiry France or
Scotland. Being included meant having a job andigimg the harsh
economy of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuttbesng excluded
could mean being homeless.

The irony is that where the populace had playeti sutritical role
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in igniting a war of independence and creating malzatic society, the
elite were still able to retain their roles as tm@wver behind the econ-
omy. Masonic principles of brotherhood and equalitgre lost as the
Masonic organizations gave a handful of mastersathity to control
their organization.

Americans today have a particular view of histomattgrants New
England the moral high road. The Pilgrim myth tdilsw the Pilgrims
landed, made friends with the Native populationd aspoon invited
them to celebrate Thanksgiving after a particulanigrsh year. The
Pilgrim reality was that the Pilgrims landed in theong place, fought
among themselves, nearly starved to death, and weseued by a
Native population. The Natives—not the savagesr lggertrayed in
books and films—instructed the Pilgrims in the scie of agriculture.
The survivors then repaid their hosts by subjectimgm to a land grab
that would not stop until the "savages" were cadito reservations.

The Puritan culture is thought to have steered Agaemto creat-
ing a democracy, but religious freedom and tolezamere not hall-
marks of the early Massachusetts colony. Citizeesevplaced in stocks
for dancing, sent fleeing to other areas becauseniabr religious dif-
ferences, and frequently burnt as witches not fay eeligious reason
but instead to settle feuds with neighbors. Whtlecannot be denied
that New England, and, one could argue, Boston, thas cradle of
American democracy, the region soon became the bimhmand of
the Federalists, who replaced the values of theoRg&wn with those
of a merchant-class elite that introduced slavéuythered smuggling,
invented child factory labor, and nearly overturribd Bill of Rights in
a short-lived attempt to end dissension.

The American dream was tarnished by the unbridledvep and
unquenched thirst for money that led those we nal the Boston
Brahmins into slave trading, opium trading, andolabuse. In this
Brahmin-like class, members preserved their statusugh Masonic
societies that excluded the average worker andutftrointermarriage
between New England elite and occasionally aristidcrEnglish fami-
lies. The elite class had access to both finatcidlpolitical power
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because of the enormous wealth the trade broudtd. Sme elite class
exists today.

The basis for many of the fortunes of today's malitleaders can
be traced to a handful of Founding Fathers. Thait Fartunes in crim-
inal conspiracies that were as illegal and immadhain as they are now.
They plowed the profits into factories and railreativhen their empires
were threatened, they became politicians and lawnsakAnd along the
way they decided that there was value in publiati@hs, and so they
endowed schools from Brown to Harvard, Princetow, dale.

THE SUGAR PLANTATION

The world of the Cabots, Lodges, and the rest ef Bloston Brahmins
would never have existed if not for the slave-tngdBrown family and
a more powerful but lesser known family, the Pes&s; The Browns
developed their empire on the slave trade, on bankand through the
most remarkable act of industrial piracy, the {extindustry. The
Perkinses went even further. By starting as slaadets, they took New
England to its highest level of wealth by introdwgithe region to the
opium trade. The Perkins family united the Whitneylse Tafts, the
Roosevelts, the Cushings, the Appletons, the Bacand others in the
criminal enterprise that would form the bedrock éw England and
American wealth.

It is little wonder that the Perkins family rootsere in the slave
trade, specifically in Saint Domingue, an islandewéhin the late eigh-
teenth century thirty thousand white planters ahdirt soldiers con-
trolled a half million black workers. Control wasamtained by harsh
treatment, and this control made Saint DominguelttweaWhile it was
ostensibly governed by the French, the island waslemup of eight
hundred sugar plantations that were often ownedAlericans. The
island, which would one day become Haiti, was respme for two
thirds of all France's overseas trade. Saint Doogngutranked all the
agricultural exports of the Spanish Indies combin€@bmmerce with
the mother country employed a thousand ships dieefi thousand
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sailors. Cotton from Saint Domingue kept the clotills of France in
operation. Historians estimate that in France, gerson in five
depended on the overseas trade for employment. staggering wealth
was the envy of all the European countrieshe Haitian plantations
maintained a higher degree of profit than any otisand in the
Caribbean. One third of the plantations returnedtheir owners 12
percent each year, compared to an average of Zmtent the British-
owned islands.

The media of the day often supported business sigdts detrac-
tors, as happens today. While Adam Smith wrotehef $uperior treat-
ment of plantation workers by the French, it wadaatasy, and the
mortality rate of slaves proves®itOne survey shows a plantation going
through four times its original slave populatiohjst means that the act
of killing 80 percent of one's workforce throughrdta treatment was
somehow acceptable in sugar plantation economics.

Workers were poorly housed and underfed. The fasdskaves was
often the stock fish brought in on the four thousam more American
ships that registered in Saint Domingue. The Anagricships were
mostly from New England and returned with sugar amalasses. The
American ships also traded slaves. Industry in N&wland and France
prospered as those who engaged in slave tradingeplaheir profits
into the factories, the railroads, and the mines.

In order for a small population to control suchaagk population,
violence was commonplace. For a minor infractiomipping and the
application of salt and pepper on the wounds wascdy. Branding,
mutilation, and death were typical as well. A ruagvslave could expect
to be hamstrung. The act of eating sugarcane wasshpd by being
forced to wear a metal muzzle. Women could be rapéthout
recourse. Documented cases exist in which disobedievas curtailed
by nailing a man by the ear to an object. And i® @ase a slave's ears
were cut off, cooked, and forced upon him as food.

Common slave tortures included spraying the slavth Woiling
wax or cane syrup, sewing the lips together withrewibinding men
glazed with molasses in the paths of ants, andademnutilation. Death
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was a blessing to many, and hundreds committeddsuto avoid being
burned alive or hanged by the planters and thairseers.

The Perkins family plantation might have been tgpiof any Saint
Dominguan plantation. Although lucrative for the resxs, it was a liv-
ing hell for those forced to work for them. In tiMemoir of Thomas
Handasyd Perkins, Thomas Perkins spared futureergdtie details of
the sugar plantation business and his participatiorthe slave trade.
Instead his memoirs simply mention that the Perkimsthers had a
"house," or company, in Haiti, but found the climatot agreeable and
so returned to Bostdh.

The "climate" Perkins referred to was a revolutioh the black
slaves against their white overlords, in which ttiirds of the whites
were killed or forced to flee and one third of thiacks were killed. It
was the third in the series of revolutions startiwgh the American
Revolution, which then spread to France and to tSBiomingue.The
Perkins family and its heirs survived the carnagd became pillars of
New England society.

The slave trade was not invented by the Perkinsesven by the
New England merchants. Instead it had existed iro@&) Africa, and
Asia for thousands of years. Europe's involvemanthe African trade,
however, did grow and thrive after coming under tentrol of the
post-Templar military orders.



Chapter 11

RED CROSS
AND BLACK CARGO

M odern history attributes the beginning of the Eeap slave
trade in America to the Portuguese. The Knights glam rein-
corporated in Portugal as the Knights of Christrevander the control
of Henry the Navigator, the Portuguese grand mastey saw an eco-
nomic opportunity developing as the reconquist&, thconquest of the
Iberian Peninsula, pushed the Arabs out of Ibddanry didn't invent
the institution of slavery; it was already thoussuad years old when he
became master of his order. But Henry did modersizeery so that
he could incorporate it into his quest for new knjgust as he had
incorporated the trade in a number of other comtiesdi He licensed
slavery. He developed a system in which the tradeldvgrow and he
could collect royalties from it.Yet slavery as austitution is as old as civ-
ilization. Prince Henry and the Knights of Chrisimproved" the trade
and institutionalized the business, but neither rilenor the Knights
can shoulder the blame for inventing slavery.

Aristotle wrote that humanity is made up of slavasd masters.
Plato, who believed no honest man could ever be saw nothing dis-
honest about the slave trade and believed onlyegulating its role in
the marketplace. Pre-Christian Rome employed slamegalleys and
the proverbial salt mines, where they worked unkerrid conditions.
Roman Christianity did not question the slave trade yielding to
Caesar's decisions was still the rule. The barbakiaric raided Rome

188
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with the aid of forty thousand captured slaves.etanglo-Saxons and
Vikings traded white slaves who had been captunedhids and war. In
Ireland slave girls were an actual unit of exchaageurrency, and were
valued more highly than male slavel an early version of enlighten-
ment, Venice was one of the first city-states to Savery, in A.D. 960.

THE MILITARY ORDERS
AND THE SLAVE TRADE

Slave trading prospered all the way through theagbrof Islam. While
Europe participated in the age-old institution, used mostly white
slaves from European lands that had been conquatkdr than African
slaves. The Arabs simply made the slave trade rimbeenational. When
the tide turned against Islam, the Italian merchaamd then the fight-
ing crusader orders stepped into the trade. In, faatian shipowners
had a reputation for simply selling a boatload asgengers to an Arab
trader. Such acts led to Templar ships being censil safer from the
passengers' viewpoint, as the Templars were mkedylito protect their
pilgrim passengers. Later the Templar orders amd Khights of Saint
John joined the slave trade to fund their operation

In Iberia, the Arabs used black slaves to cultivéte land and to
fight against the Christians. During the recongyishuch land was given
to the military orders, including those of CalamaWlcantara, and Aviz
of Spain and the Knights of Christ in Portugal. dfss were also given
to the Cistercian order of monks, who saw no maiflict in culti-
vating the land with slave labdrWith the Arab invaders mostly pushed
out of Europe, the Templars' chief business bechusiness. When the
Templars were suppressed, the order underwent &ottame change
and a management change. The Knights of Christrested the
Knights Templar at their worst. They became anrirgBonal business
cartel with the approval of the government. Henmd ahis intrepid
explorers understood the opportunity to profit bgkihg over the
lucrative slave-trading business. They then licdnee trade for royal-
ties, and ships of the order and ships owned bgrsthut licensed
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through the order soon plied the seas from Angolahe Slave Coast,
buying or stealing slaves from the Arab merchants.

Henry the Navigator had the benefit of being higinboAs the
third son of King John | of Portugal and Queen IRigh of Lancaster,
Henry was given the title of grand master of theghis of Christ. The
Knights were one of four military orders in Portygall of which were
the remnants of the Knights Templar, which had béisbanded by the
efforts of the king of France and the Catholic poyé¢hile the French
knights were arrested, tortured, and burned atsthke, the Portuguese
knights simply changed their name and were bornnagéth the bless-
ing of Pope John XXII. The knights kept their whaltheir status, and
even their regalia: a red cross on a white field.

Although he was called the Navigator, Prince Hedity very little
navigating. He did, however, pilot his order fromcastle in Sagres,
Portugal, where he gathered all the nautical wisdoimhis day. He
improved on the nautical instruments, gathered nwpd perfected the
art of cartography, developed new vessels sucthasaravel (a small,
graceful, two-masted ship built to navigate shallesas and make long-
distance crossings), and trained would-be maritzessiil.

Henry's navigators, possibly with the aid of antiemaps, soon
rediscovered Atlantic islands such as the Azored Miadeira and then
set their sails toward Africa. In 1441 Henry's tfirsaravel reached
Africa—and returned with black slaves. The tradeswaot new to
Africa. Black tribes had enslaved each other famuands of years. The
Islamic Berbers and Arab Moors then took over thdé.

The costs of outfitting a fleet and a world-clagsvarsity at Sagres
were great, and the sugar trade with Madeira ardstave trade would
defray some of the high costs of maintaining bétenry also had agri-
cultural projects, dye works, soap factories, fisols, and coral fisheries,
but he was still forced to borrow mon&ywhere Henry's ships pio-
neered the rest of Europe followed. Lions were fhvuto Ireland.
Parrots and monkeys were carried to Bruges. Thg &nDenmark was
given the tusks of an elephant, and an entire atipedvas launched
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with the goal of capturing a live elephant. The edifion was never
heard from again, but Europe's fascination witHoafionly increased.

Anticipating the future criticism of capturing, biog, and selling
human beings, the Knights of Christ was given smti jurisdiction of
Guinea, Nubia, and Ethiopia. As "Master of the wwealOrder of Christ
which had inherited the riches of the Temple," enow had a mis-
sion® Europe's entry into the African slave trade becasfficial and
was placed under the elite order that not only stilsts but also flour-
ishes today, with the president of the RepublidPoftugal as its current
grand master.

If the Portuguese were responsible for bringing tilack slave
industry to Europe, the Spanish were more than Igguesponsible for
expanding the trade. Columbus had finally sailed America in 1492
after years of negotiating for a sponsor. The ragaiof Isabella, queen
of Castile, and Ferdinand II, king of Aragon, uditsuch of Spain. In
the conquest of Granada, which unified a great déalvhat is now
modern Spain, the government was quick to emplowatwie would
today call ethnic cleansing. The Islamic conqueraexe first to go.
Next were the Jews; they had thrived under a malerant Islamic rule
and were allowed to be educators, merchants, anttebsa The third
target was the heretics. Even before the 1492 wapiti Granada, the
Inquisition was in place, its goal to drive out pag and Christian
heretics alike. By 1492 Dominican tribunals wereemrgting in eight
major cities. Christians and conversos, the copdedews, were regularly
consumed by flames in city squares. August 2, 14882, day before
Columbus left Spain, was the final deadline for JWws to convert or
leave.

When Spain ran out of people to expel, it sent yguedition to the
Canary lIslands. There the Spaniards met a culthey ftcalled the
Guanches.With an armed expedition, the Spaniardg weewar against
the isolated people and eliminated the entire oA of two hun-
dred thousanfl. The Canary adventure served as a blueprint fort wha
would happen in the Americas.
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THE MYSTERIOUS CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS

Columbus himself is of interest more as a man oftery than as an
explorer. His first biography, written by his sorerflinand, questions
even their surname. Columbo, meaning "the dove$ wahosen name,
says Ferdinand, as it was the symbol of wisdom aih&aint John the
Baptist. Saint John was sacred to the Templars.

Columbus's first service outside commercial expeatt was for the
Good King Rene. Little was written regarding the lu@abus-Rene
d'Anjou connection. The book Holy Blood, Holy Gralaims that Rene
was a grand master of the Priory of Sion, the s$eorganization that
was behind the formation of the Knights Templarrt@ialy Rene was
involved in some very select chivalric orders, utlthg the Order of the
Crescent, the Order of the White Greyhound, anddf®© de la Fidelite.
It is not known whether Rene played a role in idtrcing Columbus
to the secret orders. More likely the circuitousteothat led Columbus to
a connection with the resurrected Templar ordertivasigh marriage.

In 1477 Columbus sailed north to Iceland, where lkings had
settled hundreds of years before, and used the asea way station
between Greenland and the Americas. He sailed atand, where in
Galway Bay "flat-faced" natives, leading Columbuosbelieve they were
Asians, had washed up dead. These were possibly fromm Greenland
or North America. Columbus also sailed to the paityy of Bristol,
England, which was once a stronghold of the Knighesplar and later
a stronghold of the English slave trade.

Columbus was more than well read; for his time tesva scholar
extraordinaire. At his bedside was a book titledaggm Mundi, by
Cardinal Pierre d'Ailly, which Columbus had readdareread and
whose margins he had filled with nofesle also read Marinus of Tyre,
who had divided time into twenty-four hours. Columbfound sup-
port from Strabo and Pliny, who estimated the waatdone-third less
than its true size. And the adventurer read Afistaéind Seneca, who
believed the Indies were just a few days' sail fr@adiz’ In Medea
Seneca wrote, "An age will come when Ocean wilbkrbis chains, a
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huge land will be revealed® Columbus also owned a copy of the
Book of Ser Marco Polo and an ltalian translatidnRtiny's Natural
History

Like the other famous Genoese explorer John Cdimrn(Giovanni
Caboto), Columbus married well. After being shipeked in Portugal,
he settled in Lisbon and attended mass at the GhofrAll Saints. The
Moniz-Perestrello family had come from Genoa a meddyears before
and settled in Portugal to work as merchants, tsadad adventurers. By
the time Columbus reached Portugal, the family aeldieved wealth and
status. It had also endowed the Conventos dos Sawttere Columbus
met the widowed Felipa Moniz. Dona Felipa was tweive; Columbus
was twenty-seven. Within a year they married.

How the son of a weaver married into a family oé tknights of
Christ is a mystery that has never been solved. iMonfather,
Bartholomeu Perestrello, was trained by Henry ttevightor at Sagres
Castle and had taken part in the exploration of Atlantic islands. He
was given the title of governor, or capitano, ofrtBoSanto, where he
received the revenue from all trade and commerds.sdn later inher-
ited the title, the position, and the revenue.

Columbus and his new bride honeymooned on Made&icapom-
panied by his new mother-in-law, Isabel Moniz. Hemily also had a
long distinguished history with roots in the AlgarvAlthough marriage
into the Moniz-Perestrello family brought Columbistatus, Isabel
Moniz gave Columbus something even more apprecidigd the
explorer: the books and charts of her husband. stieeessive discovery
and rediscovery of the Canaries, the Azores, Madeind the Cape
Verde archipelago revealed an ocean full of islapgd as Plato had
written? Armed with the knowledge of geography that wasilakke
to the few who could read, as well as the mapsdadts of the Atlantic
known to a few and protected by the secrecy ofKhaghts of Christ,
Columbus sailed west.

The New World was not as Columbus expected. Fitstyas not
China, then called Cathay, or anywhere else in .ASiaere were no
spices, which were at that time as valuable as. gb&te was some gold,
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but it was around the necks of the particularly likar Arawak tribe,
who first greeted Columbus. In search of gold thegre convinced
could be found somewhere else, Columbus's expadiiearched the
Caribbean Sea.

Along the way they discovered that the Taino natioé the larger
Arawak group on the island of Canoa, a provinceHidpaniola, had
seagoing vessels that could hold forty-five peoflee Spanish called
these dugouts "canoes," but they were actuallyoag las a European
galley and eight feet wid€. In comparison, the three ships on
Columbus's expedition held ninety people total.

An Arawak group known as the Lucayans were actraedrs who
sailed to Guatemala for beads, jade, and quartichwthey used to
make pottery. The natives were also capable oftsrgegold, silver, and
copper.

The natives discovered the "thunder reeds" of #a&comers, from
the wrong end of the rifle barrels. In March 14956 Hispaniola, the
island later split between Haiti and the DominicBepublic, the first
battle was pitched between the Spanish people hadnative popula-
tion. The island's population would be reduced fr359,000 to 500 by
1558

NEW WORLD SLAVE TRADE

Spain's complicity in the slave trade started w@blumbus bringing
slaves from the New World to Spain. At first it washandful of Taino
natives, who were brought to Spain almost as aosilyi By the time
of Columbus's fourth voyage, the Spanish might hasaught as many
white or Moorish slaves as blacks. In 1505 fiftdelack slaves were
brought to Hispaniol& but shortly afterward the native population
was reduced by smallpox at such an alarming rag thplacement
workers were needed. The Spanish viewed a blackeasy worth the
labor of four native Caribbeans and with betteristasce to disease.
The early Spanish slave trade may have been hatéwamd half black.
Jewish captives in the continuing war against Natbo cities and
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Muslim slaves were sold in the Valencia market.cBl#fricans would

accompany the Spanish explorers both as slavessifficee men. In fact,
on the Cortes exploration of Mexico, Juan Garridofree black born
in Spain, was given the distinction of being thestfiEuropean to plant
wheat in Mexica'®

The Native American population collapse soon opettes flood-
gates, and licenses were granted even to the @atholy orders to
import slaves—sometimes by the hundreds. BartolaleelLas Casas,
scion of an old French family in Spain, saw firsthiahe destruction of
life that Spain was causing among the natives awbmmended that
blacks be put to work in America insteHdSoon both white Europeans
and black Africans were making the dangerous angstd work as
slaves for the new ruling class of the Americas.oTundred and fifty
thousand white Englishmen were transported agdhest will to work
on the plantations of the Caribbe&nTheir treatment was as harsh;
their survival was short.

When slavery is discussed today, race is usuallphasized. But
slavery, as horrible an institution as it was, wbulbt become a racial
issue until after the American Revolution. Prior thus time slavery
more often involved peoples who were captured doijugiated in war-
fare; as such it may have taken on a cultural fobus it was not along
the lines of color. Whites enslaved whites, blagkslaved blacks, and the
conquering armies and navies of Islam enslaved gganas and Africans
as opportunity allowed. The blame for slavery canm® placed on any
one particular group, as the practice was nearlyeusal.

The early slave trade was an effort of the Old Wat a commu-
nity. The Portuguese and then the Spanish licetisedtrade. The sea
captains of Genoa bought the licenses. The bankimy merchant fam-
ilies from France to Flanders lent the money thaid for the licenses
and mounted the expeditions. Slavery was an equaditunity
exploiter; everywhere, the powerful could enslalve kss powerful. The
early trade was a matter not of capturing slaves, rather of buying
them. The Africans themselves were an integral pdrtthe trade;
remarkably, Prince Henry's slavers even found &etdor black slaves
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among black chiefs, who accepted the slaves in payrfor ivory and
gold ™

The Wolof tribe of Senegal understood that in Afria horse had
the value of seven men. They also understood th&urope, Salic law
set the price of a slave as equal to one horse.\Wtilef, who were rich
in slaves, soon became rich in horses, and they werless complicit
than the Europeans who came to buy. The Songhaiiremp
Senegambia was at least as sophisticated in tadesncy, and social
status as the Portuguese. Their markets were aslopex and often
older than those of the traders who came to buy.

The 1520 through the 1540s saw the trade grow ightemned pro-
portions. Conversos, or Jewish families who claimemhversion to
escape death, found their way to the Netherlandd, taen to the New
World, where some would play a large role. Jestdts owned slaves,
traded slaves, and ran plantations. From the nortliiropean Danes
and Dutch to the Iberians and Arabs in the souté,Rusiness was con-
ducted for the profit of those who could build abdy the ships and
capture, sell, or employ the slaves.

When the Americas were invaded by the Spanish detaglors, an
early use for forced labor was in the silver miné$eru and Cuba. The
Indians had worked these mines before but not utitkerharsh condi-
tions imposed by the Spanish. The cruelty of thaqoerors led to a
much greater mortality rate among the natives. Bseahe slave own-
ers felt the Indians died too often, blacks wereught in to replace
them. The black slaves were destined to work thgarsplantations first
in Santo Domingo and then in Puerto Rico. Betweé&R91land 1537
the Spanish crown granted 360 licenses to imparntesl to Peru alone,
and most of these licenses went to Francisco Rizamd his family. The
other licenses were doled out to friends of thewerowho often sold
them to bankers. Selling the licenses was as iveras actually buying
slaves in Africa and crossing the ocean to sethtirethe New World.

Although every ethnic group and numerous countpesticipated
in the slave trade, perhaps most of the blame ealaild on the doorstep
of a few elite countries. Those who could afforéxploit others did,
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and in whatever form possible. Often the people wbald afford to
exploit others had powerful connections. The rerhransader organ-
izations were still in the best position to pagate in these activities.

The Portuguese ex-Templar order, the Knights ofisGhistarted
the trans-Mediterranean trade of Africans to firearits explorations.
They later brought the trade across the Atlantibe TSpanish crown,
acting through a host of military orders, licengbd rights to explore,
conquer, and subjugate foreign peoples and landse @Qn empire was
in place in a new region, the government took ufieelf the right to
sell licenses granting others the right to buy aall slaves. These
licenses first went to the elite families who fieaed and led for-profit
expeditions to the Americas.

THE FRENCH ENTER THE SLAVE TRADE

France was separated by the destructive wars betihee Catholics and
the Protestants, but both sides would soon follewthe Caribbean
sugar and molasses trade. Both Catholic and Paotegiarticipated in
the slave trade as well, though usually from déferports. While the
French Protestants, or Huguenots, conducted bussittesugh a more
modern system that gave great power to individuatcamtile leaders,
the Catholic military orders that survived acted ca® great company,
like the Knights Templar had before 1307.

Saint Christopher, the first Caribbean island to dmdonized by
France, was bought by the order of Saint John aisi#em in 1653
The order soon added the islands of Tortuga andt &sirthelemy to its
holdings. The knights, however, did not enjoy theve trade. The slave
trade was a physically dirty business and mostyikess profitable than
the order's mainstay of piracy. The order soonsfened ownership of
its Caribbean islands to the French West India Gomp' After the
order paved the way for French participation in &ttantic trade, indi-
vidual companies run by Catholics or Huguenotedilthe vacuum.

France was still a Catholic country and followec tlead of the
pope in Rome in justifying the trade. Edicts begignwith those of
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Alexander Il in 1493 and the Code Noir of the Fleking Louis XIV

in 1685 instructed that slaves be baptized abohel dlave ships.
Somehow the convoluted reasoning allowed the cawngsieand slave
merchants to believe they were "saving" their wisti They were either
killing the "heathen godless pagans" or convertingm. But the com-
bined military and religious conquest had an umded result: The
religions of the Africans, as well as their ownteli"lodges," were
brought to the Americas.

SECRET AFRICAN SOCIETIES AND THE SLAVE TRADE

While the elite European military societies playdir part in buying

slaves, transporting them, and selling them to Acaer planters, elite
African societies played another role. Secret ditd societies may have
even run the other side of the business, procusiages to sell to the
Europeans. In The Serpent and the Rainbow, WadésDRiescribes cap-
tured victims of the western Yoruba being brougawd the Niger and
delivered into the hands of the Efik. The Efik wedeally suited at the
mouth of the river to meet the Europeans. The sihips that anchored
at the river's mouth were required to pay a dutyth® Efik chiefs in

exchange for slaves. Order was maintained by ateociety, the Egbo,
or leopard society.

The Efik chief, called an obong, often was the heddan Egbo
group that maintained discipline through fear.

The weapons of the Europeans were guns first agdnared reli-
gion second. The weapons of African societies vearélar; first the vic-
tim population was conquered and enslaved by foacel later it was
subjected to religion. Religion in early Africa wawost likely grounded
in superstition, as it was in the rest of the wopbdt it was different in
that it utilized more drugs. One of the weaponssalbjugation was the
Calabar bean, a source of datura, a psychoactiwielgnt herb?* The
use of such psychoactive drugs was carried to Araeto maintain
order. On the surface it appeared that the elitethef New World
required only their weapons and the martial powéthe military and
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the military orders to maintain order. But religioid serve a purpose;
in addition to keeping order, it provided justifican for the act of con-
quering the American Natives. And it provided arcuwese for the cru-
elty of enslavement.

The slaves—blacks and Indians alike—did not, ofrseu simply
forget their own religious beliefs. Their religignahich were often the
products of numerous nations, regions, and langyaglended with the
Catholic iconography. The result was a multitudenefv hybrid reli-
gions built on a base of pagan beliefs. The retigid the saints became
Santeria in Cuba and Puerto Rico, obeah in JamaimdLn (voodoo)
in Haiti (Saint Domingue) and later in New Orleai®yranderismo in
Mexico, and Candomble in BraZil.

The glue that Catholicism was supposed to haveigedvfor soci-
ety was actually supplied in a way for which theu@ and the slave
owners were not prepared. The same shamans and ererob secret
African societies who survived the passage broulgeir own cohesive
structure to the New World. On the islands of Hrspt, Jamaica, and
Cuba these groups escaped into the mountains, ylegligious leaders
and their core elite. They inspired others to escapd join, and they
roused enough fear in others that secrets were Regsassinations were
even conducted by group members who could movendranvisibly.
The voodoo-inspired revolution that chased the slikif the Perkins
family back to Boston was as deadly as the terrbrthe French
Revolution.

The white traders and planters brought Freemas@unss the
Atlantic. Just a few years after lodges were eihbd in the northern
colonies, they spread south. The first Caribbeagdowas established in
Jamaica in 1739. The prosperous island of Barbddoksa lodge of its
own the next year, and by 1749 Saint Domingue tad its own lodge.
The French in Saint Domingue allowed blacks inteirtHodges at a
time when the growth of vodun was at its great@sie rebellion that
brought whites and blacks to New Orleans from tteriilbean intro-
duced both the European lodge system and the veduoret societies
into the United States. The American vodun religiwith its symbolism,
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ritual clothing, and mysterious doctrines, appetarsbe an amalgama-
tion of African, Freemason, and Catholic influences

The black slave insurrection was led by Jean-Jacdpessalines and
Toussaint-Louverture, both active Masons. Tousdadnwerture had
declared independence for Saint Domingue in 179id although
France's emperor, Napoleon Bonaparte, attempteduppress it, there
were thirty thousand whites among 465,000 blackesla The popula-
tion had seen an increase of forty thousand blacktghe three years
preceding the revolution. The independence moveneeentually suc-
ceeded under the leadership of Dessalines, who tesmamed the
French part of the island Haiti, an Arawak nametwgen 1791 and
1794 there was a reign of terror as revolutiondgchs had their own
version of Robespierre, Boukman. Boukman used warktof voodoo
priests and the mystery of voodoo ritual to indie revolution. Under
Boukman's rule, whites were raped, tortured, ankkdi plantations
were pillaged; and property was burned. In threaryeten thousand
whites and an unknown number of blacks fled, mokily.ouisiana. Ten
thousand whites were killed, which was one thirdhef population.

HUGUENOTS IN THE TRADE

As Catholic France paved the way, the Huguenotestaand smugglers
played an even bigger role in the commercial agtivof the new
American colonies. From the same ports that the plam®s once held in
the fourteenth century, like La Rochelle, the @xi-century
Huguenots organized into secret groups from whibhy t supported
each other against often larger enemies. Thesepgratere organized
through a series of Masonic lodges.

Much of the English and Scottish participation e tslave trade, in
smuggling, and even in piracy was organized in ésdgnd cells whose
members protected one another. Masons enjoyed cficote that
extended to the highest levels in power. Althoulitves trading today is
statutory piracy, it used to be the prerogativethef English crown. The
Duke of York organized the English monopoly of trede, and the
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largest shareholders were the members of the rfayailies—who were
often at the pinnacle of the secret societies.

The Protestant French did not always have the dalessing from
the royals as did their English competitors or @etholic slavers. The
Huguenots were among the last to enter the slade trbut they caught
up quickly. In 1691 a Huguenot in the service oé thrench Senegal
Company became the governor of Saint Domirfjuét home in
France three ports—Nantes, Bordeaux, and La Razhehded up in
control of 70 percent of the slave-trading business

Nantes, which is up the Loire River from the Atiantoast, soon
controlled 50 percent of the trade by itself, thark the tightly knit,
intermarried Protestant families of Michel, Luyne$Boutelhiers,
Drouins, Bertrands, Grou, and Montauddinslands in the Loire pro-
vided suitable harbor for importing cotton and otlgwods, the final
product of the trade that started with African slavThe house of Rene
Montaudoin emerged as the single largest compaowtraling the
majority of the trade in Nantes, the largest slaading city. The fam-
ily business outfitted 357 ships in the eighteeoémtury, almost dou-
ble the amount of the Luynes family, the next ckb®®mpetitor.

Rene Montaudoin was a member of the Royal Acadefi$cence
and also a Mason. His home base, Nantes, was anlastronghold
imbued with the ideas ofVoltaire and Rousseau. Modbin became
close friends with Benjamin Franklin and helped pypthe American
cause against the British. But the rights of mad lile application in
the principal business of Nantes—the buying ankhgebf humans.

The role of the French Masons in the slave trade [isime example
of the divisive goals of Masonic groups and of tlige themselves. In
1789 there were more than six hundred Masonic ldgeParis. They
ranged from the craft worker and social groupshe iore restrictive
lodges with nobles, priests, and even brothershef king. Prominent
lodges included the leaders of the Enlightenmeht Todge of the Nine
Sisters was one such lodge; founded by the astrenbalande, the lodge
was joined by Condorcet, Chamfort, Houdon, Dantangd Benjamin
Franklin. They adhered to no religious doctrinesa@ié of the deist belief
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that there is a supreme architect of the univ&rddey acted against the
Catholic religion, however, and were instrumentakkpelling the Jesuits
from France. They were pledged to mutual assistancereligious toler-

ation, which conversely allowed them to control #heve trade and force
the Catholic religion on slaves.

There were also liberal Masonic groups whose meshiyer
included Lafayette, his in-laws the Noailles, Mieal, the duc de La
Rochefoucauld, and the duc d'Orleans. Lafayettekedbrto end slav-
ery and experimented by buying two Suriname pléamat from the
Jesuits and educating his own slaves in prepar&raheir freedom.

Perhaps the greatest irony is that the Masonidfredprevolution
backfired against the membership's nobles and. dlitdecade before the
Reign of Terror would count thousands of heads tosthe guillotine,
Masonic-linked families like the Montaudoins cane the aid of the
new experiment in democracy.

Rene Montaudoins family enterprise might have pledi an
example to the American captains of the slave andilé industries.
Montaudoin donated money to build the Nantes hakmnd plowed
much of his wealth into factories where cotton wasocessed.
Members of the De Wolf family of Bristol, Rhode dad, were classic
imitators, financing the textile industry of New dtand with the
money earned in the slave trade.

Although the motive of the French in the slave ¢&radas primarily
profit, their actions took on political and religi® overtones. The
French Huguenots had numerous enemies, and theolicat@Ghurch
presented the greatest threat. French Freemasanghbr blacks into
the lodges as a way of keeping the groups from rhewp Catholic.
When Britain went to war with American colonies,afite saw an
opportunity to hurt its long-term enerfiy.

THE ENGLISH SLAVE TRADERS

The English were latecomers in the exploration loé tNew World.
After a very brief effort employing John Cabot tilshe coast in 1497,
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the English waited more than a hundred years, tinéiltime of Queen
Elizabeth |, before conducting further exploratidalizabeth was sur-
rounded by a court of adventurers and alchemistsp wdvised the
queen to participate in the conquest.

Elizabeth's reign began shortly after the deathtled Catholic
queen Mary |. Mary's death had ended a tense s&upegtween
Catholic and Protestant factions over the thronézabeth's father,
Henry VIII, had an unusual propensity for marryingd then dispens-
ing with his wives. One of them, Anne Boleyn, waiz&beth's mother.
Boleyn was accused of the crime of fornication amds beheaded,
making Elizabeth illegitimate. That status was moportant to the fam-
ily of the Duke of Northumberland, who wanted a tBstant ruler. The
duke and his group attempted a coup to put Eliralmet the throne
instead of Henry's other daughter, Mary. The stedal Dudley
Conspiracy ended badly for the twenty conspirattihgy were sent to
the Tower, some to be executed and others to beisomged. Elizabeth,
however, remained physically unharmed, but theiraffeade her almost
paranoid.

A few weeks after Mary's death, on a precise dapydry 15, 1559)
picked by Elizabeth's astrologer, Dr. John Deezdfleth was made
queen of England. She had been drawn to the osoute childhood,
and it was one commonality she shared with herefathler long-term
friend and rumored lover Robert Dudley introducelizabeth to Dee.
Dee had been hired by the Duke of Northumberlandetxh science
to his two sons.

Dee's reputation as a sorcerer grew from his scHags, when in
the middle of a Greek play at Cambridge he displagie ability to lev-
itate a large scarab. The year he graduated, heimssoned as a sor-
cerer. The short imprisonment did not hurt his cesnat gainful
employment; he soon found himself a favorite ofzétieth's court and
was given a home called Mortlake.

At Mortlake the cabalist, alchemist, and mathenmicamassed a
library of four thousand volumes, the largest ingland. Dee's library
would be used by two of England's greatest chrers¢cHakluyt and
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Holinshed. To Dee there was no divide between seieand magic. He
displayed a magic mirror that mystified all but wbuwot allow anyone
to reveal what he or she had seen. A maid repdhatdshe had seen a
cloud of bees swarm downstairs from his chambdesnlg familiars of
the doctor.

Dee introduced Elizabeth to Francis Kelly, who miad to be able
to transmute metals into gold. Elizabeth hired homavoid taxing her
subjects.

Dee persuaded Elizabeth that she was entitled aon®us areas in
the New World based on claims that the Saxon wversibthe Greek
conqueror Alexander, King Edgar, had made. Her Btgjavas also a
direct heir of King Arthur, according to Dee. Deenwinced Elizabeth
that Britain had a destiny to rule as Britannia dhdt as an island the
country needed a great navy. He told her that theericas were to be
the new, Greater Britannia, the virgin continent fbe Virgin Queen.
Now the quest was on for the new Avalon. Havingrbeenfined to
her palace, Elizabeth lived her life vicariously-teltectually through
Dr. Dee, emotionally through the men Dee brougliten

In 1577 Dee wrote The Perfect Art of Navigation afedlicated it to
Christopher Hatton, who financed the maritime adweas of
Elizabeth's court. Elizabeth gathered together Fgancis Drake and Sir
Walter Raleigh. Drake changed the name of his ghipthe Golden
Hind, which was the heraldic device on Hatton's ikanecrest. Drake
was then set loose to plunder the Spanish Main @dann lands for
Elizabeth. He brought her an emerald-studded cravdjamond cross,
and a share in the 235,000 pounds' worth of plurdden Spain. Her
share alone exceeded her annual royalties.

Drake is regarded as one of the greatest Engliahcaptains of all
time. His exploits as a navigator brought Britaitoi the world-encircling
role of Britannia, the empire. Drake declared nemthCalifornia to be
Nova Albion, and claimed it for Elizabeth. His esji$ as a privateer—
a pirate with permission—helped finance further aggs and added to
the coffers of the English kingdom. The Virgin Qnmewas quick to
catch on to the ways of the world. She licensedgtraonquest, and
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piracy. The risks were small, unless one includes with Spain. The
Spanish were indignant over the raids on their ghip and encroach-
ment on their new lands, and so they threatenedhtade England.
Elizabeth's chief conjurer, John Dee, put a hexthen Spanish Armada,
which is believed to have brought bad weather ded English victory.
Elizabeth gave licenses to Dr. Dee, who at one tivad the patent to
all American lands north of 50 degrees latitude.e Thueen also
licensed explorers John Davis and Walter Raleigffind a northwest
passage to China and India.

Sir Walter Raleigh was a maverick. Alternately imdaout of favor
with the queen, Raleigh was renowned for his brayvaehergy, and
intelligence. For Elizabeth and the glory of Britéay Raleigh searched
South America for the legendary treasure of El doraHe believed
that a source of gold was not far from the OrindRwer, which he
called the River of the Red Cross, a referencehéo Templars. Raleigh
believed he was meant to play the role of the Ress€Knight, a fig-
ure in the Faerie Queene by Edmund Spefiser.

Raleigh did go down in history as the first to Hyieattempt colo-
nization in the New World, which failed. He at leasanaged to
imprint the queen's name on the New World, on tate ©f Virginia.

John Hawkins, a cousin of Sir Francis Drake, intict the English
to the African slave trade. Other English captdiesore him had been
to Africa, violating the exclusive trade claimed Bpain and Portugal.
But Hawkins was given express permission by Queéralieth to trade
for slaves. Hawkins's backers included his fathdaiv, Benjamin
Gonson, the treasurer of the navy, and Sir Thomedgé, the Lord
Mayor of Londorf®

Hawkins had no qualms about capturing the slavesséif or buy-
ing or stealing them from the Portuguese. His firsyage was a mild
success, but his subsequent voyages made greds,pesfd for this he
was knighted. His new crest included a female Afmiigure.



Chapter 12

MASTER MASONS AND
THEIR SLAVES

From his castle in New York, Frederick Philipse ledkdown the
Hudson River, his highway to riches. From New Yatkps owned
by the Dutch-born entrepreneur sailed around theldwdPhilipse had
come to America in 1647 and immediately recognizedt the laws
were not brought to bear on those who held the thheéle started by
selling gunpowder and rum to the pirateShen he moved on to pro-
viding financial backing for the pirates' voyag&mally he graduated to
become one of the pioneers of the American slaegetr It soon
became a family business, with Philipse's son Adokrriving in
America from Madagascar on a ship full of slavesthvthe money from
piracy and the slave trade, the Philipse family giauwhat was once a
Yonkers plantation and established more than onexsima on the
Hudson. Despite his business interests, FrederibiipPe achieved
respectability and wealth. He held political offie@d was a long-standing
member of the Council of New York.

While many of the early colonists came to Ameriealséng religious
freedom, many also sought economic opportunity. seoing the ties
that bound society created opportunity. Not evergedom-seeking
immigrant needed to exploit others to better hifasBlut for every
Sam Adams there was a Caleb Cushing, and for eMaoynas Jefferson
there was a Thomas Perkins. The institutions afidnaks made in the
Old World prevailed in the New World. The systenaafelite group

206
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that controlled the masses had existed from fetidads, and although
it was altered by mercantilism the system stilldominated. Men like
Abraham Lincoln would carry the banner for equalapnd individual
rights while others would perpetuate the status quo

There is no dividing line to say where English slavading ended
and the American trade began. Tracing the starsslafery in what
would become the United States, Hugh Thomas, autiiofhe Slave
Trade, found a letter from the Reverend George Dwogvrof Harvard
that was written to his cousin John Winthrop, goeerof Connecticut.
The letter suggested importing slaves into New &mgl and held
British-owned Barbados as an example of the prafitslavery. George
Downing's father, Emmanuel Downing, of Salem, alsgote to
Winthrop suggesting the same. New England merchiadtk discovered
that the trade was a lucrative business, even thdhg area itself had
little need for imported labor. Massachusetts haty @bout a hundred
slaves in the seventeenth century. But ships owmgdViassachusetts
firms would move tens of thousands of slaves foffipr

The most successful American slave traders hadigeships in
Europe. As the slave trade grew in Europe, the iEimglort of Liverpool
went from a fishing village to a first-rate seapdfour families domi-
nated the trade; the wealthiest was Foster Cunliffieo had four ships
that sailed for Africa each year. His wealth greani the trade and he
was elected mayor. The American headquarters ofCtheliffe trading
business was at Oxford, Maryland, where Cunliffsserican agent was
the father of Robert Morris, the chief financier ¢fie American
Revolution.

Just as many American fortunes are founded onléive srade, opium
running, and smuggling, so are many of England'® 3lave trade grew
in leaps and bounds in Britain and two cities, ®tisand Liverpool,
became hot spots for the trade. Bristol had becamémportant seaport
during the Crusades, and Templar ships controlkes ihdustry there.
When the slave trade exploded as an economic appiyt Bristol's
business increased, with her merchants resporfsibtbe yearly transport
of seventy thousand slaves. Liverpool's history slawter; it evolved into
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a seaport as a result of the slave trade. Pridivterpool's entry into the
trading business, its population numbered five samd. After entering
the cotton, sugar, and slave-trade triangle, bsse® such as ship-
builders, textile mills, and supporting industrieslarged the tiny port
and its surrounding towns to nearly one million pleo

Prominent English families who controlled the trambeluded the
Leylands, Ingrams, Cunliffes, Tarletons, ClaytoBs|ds, Kennions, and
Banastres. These families started the city's bamkkindustries, many of
which survive todag.Not much was done to conceal the ugly business;
even the Liverpool city exchange building depictaftican heads and
elephants.

New England's first slave-trading ship came from $seaport city of
Marblehead, but it was built in Salem and was tegisl there. The
Desire did not pioneer the trade to Africa but dymgailed to the West
Indies and returned with slaves for sale in Corinatt Marblehead
and Salem were capitals of a sea-trading empire gbanned the seven
seas. Those who took part in the trade were firgoynected by the
Masonic lodge system. In fact, a Marblehead lodgeii@d American
Masonry to China, where in the heyday of opium itrgd
Massachusetts had a beachhead.

The lodges of the Massachusetts seamen were aféeerrfal and
would admit shipowners and common laborers, butttes owners
became wealthy, they often gravitated to more igiests lodges.
Within a generation or two they frequently movedBoston. Colonial
Masonry rose above the divisive factors such agioal and color, but
it reinforced the barrier between the rich andgber

Boston's first families soon entered the tradeePEaneuil, a Mason
and a Huguenot, was an active trader. He was jomedhe Belchers,
the Cabots, and the Waldos. While the custometbeflave trade were
the southern plantations, the shippers were NewlaBdgrs. Modern
Boston tries to downplay its role in the slave &adith Massachusetts
historians pointing the finger at its neighbor Réotsland. Historian
Samuel Morison claims, "The 'Guinea trade' had ndexn an impor-
tant line of commerce in Massachusettggt at the same time he
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admits that Salem had a regular trade with Afrgalling rum and fish
for gold dust, palm oil, and ivory. "It would berpusing if the occa-
sional shipmaster did not yield to the temptationgtes the authdr.
Morison, who was from a prominent Brahmin familyqually warned
readers against exaggerating the opium traffickirgut there is no
denying that the bedrock of New England's wealtigluding that of
many of today's most successful corporations, wasldd with the pro-
ceeds of both the slave trade and the opium trade.

Despite Massachusetts's claims to the contramya#t involved in the
trade almost as far back as Virginia was. Samueds®liy one of the
colony's first promoters, is on record complainiaigout the monopoly
of the Guinea Company, an English institution, lie fucrative trade in
1649° A 1724 letter from Irish merchant Thomas Amory gesfs that
the shippers of the slave trade were predominantig;n New England.
Other historians also conclude that the slave sadentribution to the
industry of New England is much greater than mot#it eencede. The
authors of New England and the Sea claim that 306epé of the traffic
in blacks was done on New England ships. Furtheemte tobacco
and rice plantations, fueled by slave labor, wdre biggest customers
for New England's exports: timber, rum, and fists the authors put it,
"The coffers of some of New England's proudest liasiwere filled
with profits from this trade®

Massachusetts might have been the first New Enghate to get
involved in the trade, but as it devoted its aitento China, the state's
slavery business was soon eclipsed by that okitghivor Rhode Island.

RHODE ISLAND AND THE TRADE

New Englanders like to claim the slave trade wastesed in Rhode
Island, and they are not completely incorrect isigrsing the blamé®
Rhode Islanders, in turn, like to point the fingdrthe Jews, which is
also in part correct. In 1654 a handful of Portsgu&ephardic families
fearing a new Inquisition left their country forettiNetherlands. After a
brief time they came to America. Rhode Island, fiechby Roger



210 From the Sacred to the Profane

Williams, offered religious freedom. It also offdresomething even
more revolutionary to a small group of familiesoeomic freedom.

This handful of closely related families learnedicifly, and soon
came to represent most of the slave-trading busioéshe tiny colony.
Sephardic families including those of Aaron Lop&braham Redwood,
Abraham Pereira Mendes, Jacob Riveras, Jacob Radadkthe De Wolfs
joined English colonists like William Ellery, Henrgollins, Samuel
Vernon, John Canning, and Joseph Wanton, who adenmoney from
the trade. The slave trade was not the provincdesfs, Episcopalians,
or Huguenots. It did, however, pay to band togethed operate in
secrecy. Christian or Jewish, the slave traders tbatle connected, at
least to each other. Religious affiliation was oftéhe tie that bound.
But not every slave trader was from a persecuted se

For this reason it was very important to be acabptdéo a lodge.
The lodge system, which was composed of the elitposvners, made
navigating the treacherous waters of both the Aitta®cean and New
England political life easier. The Newport Lodge swéounded by a
merchant from Boston, and once it was establishedass populated
mostly by Jews from Portugal and the Caribbean. @ddSeixas served
as grand master for Rhode Island from 1791 to 1866"went on to
become one of the founders of the Bank of Rhodmds|

Intermarriage among Newport's first families tigied the bonds,
as it did among the Boston merchant elite. Butringgriage did not
mean marrying within one's race or religion; it miealarrying within
one's caste. A Protestant could marry a Jew as dsnthey were both
from the same station in life. Shipowner, sea dap@nd merchant were
three titles within the higher caste of Rhode Idlafe.

In America, Jews in general did not suffer the degpf hostility
that they encountered in Europe. While in many tdem Masonry
rejected Jews, and at least one still does, in Aadvlasonry welcomed
them. Moses Michael Hay, a Portuguese Sephardi¢ d@w instrumen-
tal in bringing Scottish Rite Masonry to AmericpdaPaul Revere, a
Huguenot, was his deputy grand master. Hay was ialstoumental in
founding the Bank of Boston.
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Not all of the men who were instrumental in fomegtirebellion
were Masons. Sam Adams, for example, used the nswvwehere lodges
met as a means of getting mob support. He was wergh against the
slave trade and refused the gift of a slave. Jothan#s, too, declared that
any slave who entered his house was a free manwéae against the
trade and was an outspoken critic of Masonry; thenyism it bred
allowed many to be above the law.

Among Rhode Island's Jewish merchants, Aaron Lopag possi-
bly the most famous, with thirty ships to his ctedifter fleeing a new
wave of inquisitorial zeal in Portugal, Lopez aedvin Newport in the
1750s with a second group of Sephardic Jews. Heentaxhtacts rap-
idly in Boston, Charleston, New York, and Jamaiaad began trading
rum, furniture, candles, and slaves. In 1775 he thhassingle biggest tax-
payer in the state and had an estate in Britisiglatas well. This was
Newport's golden age of trade, and Lopez was Netgponost suc-
cessful merchant. His family takes credit for bimtg Newport's famed
Touro Synagogue and for introducing the sperm-gidustry to
America. Before his ships went to Africa in seamthblack slaves, his
fleet plied the oceans hunting for whales. A cdltat of his papers,
including ship's manifests, receipt books, and owairecords, fills 147
volumes and is preserved today.

Rhode Island has been called an American Venicdiny area
unsuitable for farming but by nature a trading neecthe state's indus-
try would benefit from the slave trade in other wait may have been
the center of the rum business, with thirty rumtiliésies depending
on the triangular trade that depended on Africaved. The rum, sugar,
and slave businesses all evolved around each otttéch kept Rhode
Island prominent in the slave trade. Author Jay @ty in his book
The Notorious Triangle estimates that a hundredighod Africans were
taken aboard more than nine hundred ships registereRhode Island
owners.

Many families descended from slave traders wouligrlalestroy
family documents and alter others to absolve thailja from guilt.
Their wealth and power were never diluted, and n@opyninent
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names built their fame on the triangle trade. Tradmcluded the
Wanton family, whose Joseph Wanton would be remeedbas the
fourth governor of Rhode Island; Abraham Redwoodndfactor of
the Redwood Library; John Bannister, owner of Batamls Wharf;
Samuel and William Vernon; Philip Wilkinson; ancehen d'Ayrault.

One family that was extremely wealthy and prominbatause of
the trade and thus could not erase the past waBahé&/olfs. They came
to Rhode Island through the Caribbean. Marc Antddee Wolf, whose
migration started in Portugal and proceeded to aol] Guadeloupe,
and finally Bristol, Rhode Island, married the Hslgl immigrant
Abigail Potter. Bristol was the namesake of Englanddrgest slave port,
and there De Wolf was introduced to the trade @s@ain on the ship
of his brother-in-law, Simeon Potter. Potter tradésves and rum in the
Caribbean, and De Wolf learned quickly.

With his eight sons following De Wolf into the siwbusiness, his
extended family may have been responsible for artguaf Rhode
Island's slaving expeditions. Not everyone in limity was happy with
the business, however; his youngest son, Levi, ssadisgusted after one
slaving voyage that he resigned from the familynfiBut others showed
no signs of dissension. One of Levi's brothers famsous for throwing
a slave who had smallpox into the ocean.

Rhode Island had attempted to stop the trade aon#l smveral
actions against the De Wolf and Brown clans. Wheslaae ship was
confiscated, the slavers united to help the owpebuy it at a rigged
auction. When the government sent agents to cottectabuses, they
were hauled away or beaten. When the federal gowemh sent a spe-
cial prosecutor, John Leonard, to try a slave tredse against James
De Wolf, a Rhode Island jury failed to convict thhader. Winning the
case was not enough, though, and De Wolf sent his agents to
Washington, D.C., to deliver a message. They beatnard on the
courthouse steps.

The Bristol and Newport trade went on long aftemwis illegal.
James De Wolf quit in 1808, but his brother Geargetinued until
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1820, twelve years after the national ban. Jamasiedathe daughter of
William Bradford, who owned a rum distillery andreed in the U.S.
Senate. He put his slave trade profits into textidls and became
owner of the Arkwright Manufacturing Company, whishirvived into
modern times and is currently part of a Dutch comypa

The De Wolf family would also be remembered for rfding one
of the first New England insurance firms. The fiimsured both the
slave ships and the "cargo." Today the De Wolfghdsing mansion,
Linden Place in Bristol, is a tourist attractiom.was built in 1810 by
General George De Wolf, who moved his headquarter€uba and
continued growing his fortune in plantations, thave trade, and West
Indian piracy. In 1825, when the sugar crop failedCuba, George
abandoned his mansion and skipped out of Rhodadstdead of his
creditors.

The family home changed hands several times, bch ¢ae to a
different De Wolf. Theodora De Wolf married Chrigher Colt, the
brother of the famous handgun manufacturer, and dacthildren with
him. After Theodora's death, Samuel Colt bought big brother's
interest and remained in the house. Samuel Cotllde credited with
founding the Industrial Trust Company, which mergadth Fleet
National Bank, now called Fleet Boston Financiahe cof the largest
banks in New England. Samuel P. Colt, Samuel Caoléphew and
Theodora's son, became a prosperous lawyer in Naglaid and han-
dled the Vanderbilt estate. He is also remembemdnierging small
rubber companies to create U.S. Rubber, which kgeame Uniroyal.

Rhode Island remained a closed society long afier dlave trade
was history. Membership in a Masonic lodge appéarhave been a
requirement for political office in the state. Gavers David Russell
Brown, Norman Case, Robert Livingston Beeckman,ligvil Gregory,
Charles Kimball, Herbert Warren Ladd, and Frank htiovere all
Masons, as were and are numerous Rhode Islandosgnaebngressmen,
and other officeholders.
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PATRIOTS AND PROFITS

It is often said that New England was the corehaf Revolution. Those
hurt by the restrictive trade covenants of the maptbountry were the
merchants and traders. The early stages of rebeli® traced to the
Stamp Act and other mercantile edicts. In 1764, rwBgitain tried to
raise the price of sugar and molasses, the mecleam shipowners of
Massachusetts banded together to oppose the acoch commodi-
ties were essential to the slave trade, which wts to New England
commerce. Colonial shipping employed four thousaedmen in New
England and was responsible for thousands of pergbhoccupations.
The Cabot and Russell families of Boston were tWdhe largest ship-
pers. George Cabot was an Anglophile and a statederalist whose
family wealth was built on merchant shipping. Heved as a senator
from Massachusetts and was appointed the firsetagrof the navy but
declined the post. Although many of those who sougbependence
for the colonies were made wealthy through theeslamde, others were
opposed to it.

The success of the Revolution may have dependeth@rmoney
and connections of the merchants, but its idealse we®t dependent on
the merchants whose politics would carefully sttadthe proverbial
fence until a decision was forced.

NEW YORK IN THE TRADE

The numbers of slave ships sailing from New Yorkevemall compared
to those of the New England states. But the wesifltthe New Yorkers
who prospered through the trade is at least ast.gidse trade was
restricted to the elite families that had often rbemmong the feudal
overlords from the colony's earliest days. The rmaried elite core
that brought the Scottish Livingston family togetheith their Dutch
neighbors the Schuylers was joined by the Philip§¢somas Francis
Lewis, the Beeckmans, the Marstons, the Van Horhesyan Cortlandts,
and the Walters. Until the American Revolution, wealth of the
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philipse family might have put them among the tep in the colonies.

Frederick Philipse had arrived with Peter Stuyvesas: a master
builder for the West India Company. Philipse ex@di the valuations
of native wampum, bought land, and invested indré@m the begin-
ning. His backing of pirate voyages may have bemworey his greatest
ventures, and he would even marry the widow of lagrotransatlantic
trader. Philipse's slave trade was just one pathi®fvast operation. By
1693 the Philipse lands stretched twenty-one nmélmg the Hudson,
for a total of ninety-two thousand acres.

Philip Philipse, an heir to Frederick's fortune, rriedl Margaret
Marston, thus linking another powerful family to shiown. The
Marstons owned land on Wall Street as well as tigehProspect Farm,
a country estate near what is now Eighty-fifth 8treThe Marstons too
were a mercantile family, and as slave traders theyld keep slaves on
their Manhattan estate. Margaret's father, Nathamvas active in the
Anglican Church and is buried in the family vauit Trinity Church, a
Manhattan landmark. His portrait in the Museum bé tCity of New
York depicts him with his ledger book, a refererioehis participation
in the China trade.

Although the volume of ships owned by New Yorkemswess than
that of New Englanders, their role might have b@est as great. Even
after slavery was made illegal, ships owned by Néwkers were found
conducting an Africa-to-Cuba business. In 1859 fgifive ships from
New York City were supposedly working in the Culslave trade. The
proceeds were used to add "to the treasuries dfigablorganizations"
and "carry elections" in nearby statés.

Only a few of those in the trade owned slaves tleéms. Robert
Livingston was one of these people. As the elesigebker of the New
York provincial assembly in 1718, business keptinggton in Albany
while his wife, Alida, managed their plantation. @retter Robert
received from Alida requested that he find old shéer the Palatines
and slaves, who were barefoot. Robert Livingstonoime of the few
New Yorkers who actually tried farming with blackages, and when
the experiment did not work the Livingstons ke #feves as servants.
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Another letter shows Robert buying a Negro girltigr son Philip?

As early as 1690 Robert Livingston had an intenesat Dutch ship
that sailed to Madagascar, then Barbados, andyfiNaiginia. In the sev-
enteenth and eighteenth centuries, there was mtiudice against the
Scots, even in the melting pot of New York. In ardi rise above one's
station, the ticket was to marry into a Dutch famitomprising the
aristocracy of New York. At the peak of the slavading business
owned by Philip Livingston, Robert's son, the marthendowed Yale's
first professor's chair.

Alexander Hamilton, the illegitimate son of a Sigtt plantation
owner in the Caribbean, followed Livingston's raadfame and fortune
by marrying a Dutch woman, Elizabeth Schuyler. Hecame a
Freemason for the connections it offered. After wer the fact of his
low birth was completely forgotten, as he becanmaeanber of the elite
Society of Cincinnati.

Hamilton became the antithesis of what Thomas deffe held as a
role model for the country-in-formation. Like Jefen, Hamilton
owned slaves and called for their freedom; unlildfe¥son, who tar-
geted New York as a city of money-grubbers, Hamitdifetime ambi-
tion was to found a bank. Hamilton understood thatwho controls
the money has the most power. George Washingtonoiraed
Hamilton the first secretary of the treasury. Hisstf act was to
announce that the debts of the new country werdetopaid. It was
ostensibly a noble idea, but one that was builtaonearly version of
insider trading. Hamilton and his cohorts boughtagpmuch of the war
debt as possible at a rate of pennies on the dollaey were made
wealthy when these were paid. Many cried foul as thction, yet
Hamilton was a proponent of power without limitaticand despised
the checks-and-balances system.

Hamilton then founded New York's first bank, thenBaof New
York, in 1784 and brought in three other Scots ib the board.
Another early New York bank, the Manhattan Companwgs founded
by Aaron Burr, who promptly loaned himself a forturirhe Manhattan
Company was seized in a hostile takeover by Hamdtallies—the
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Livingstons—who ousted Burr. A war between Hamiltamd Burr
ended in the infamous duel that left Hamilton dedrr a fugitive, and
the Stock Exchange (the Tontine Coffee House, att time) closed for
a day. The bank survived the scandal and is dtikaand well today
under the new name Chase Manhattan.

America's Scottish immigrants were tightly knit dhgh Masonry
and other connections and were particularly adeéptising these con-
nections to organize syndicates, companies, anttuitisns. Another
Scotsman and merchant, Archibald Gracie, startedfitet savings bank
in New York. He had emigrated from Dumfries in 17&hd within
two decades the sea trade made him one of New srev&althiest cit-
izens. Gracie is described as fabulously wealtimg there were proba-
bly fewer than five men in New York whose fortunesuld rival his.
Today the Gracie mansion serves as the home of Xaw City's may-
ors. Neighbor of the Astors, Rhinelanders, Crugerand
Schermerhorns, Gracie's parties were legend, aadN#w York glit-
terati, including Alexander Hamilton, James Fenieno€ooper, and
Washington Irving, were frequent guests. In additiGracie is often
given credit for developing New York as a seaport.

Scotsmen played a key role in establishing bankiSurope as well.
The Bank of England was founded in 1694 by Willidhaterson, a
farm-born Scotsman who had a vision of a world lragksystem con-
trolled by central banks. That system is in plangay. Paterson is also
remembered as the promoter of the ill-fated Daseheme, in which
many Scotsmen died (see chapter 4), which Livimgstould find him-
self connected to by marriage. Another son of @&oat] John Law, was
born around the same time as Paterson and lefthbimeland for
France, where he started the Banque Generale. @hk lrought pros-
perity to France as it made trade more viable. Lhowvever, lost his
proverbial shirt in his own American adventure. Etembined the bank
with the Mississippi Company, which he established develop the
Louisiana territories in America. The venture endedbankruptcy and
with Law fleeing for his life.

Scots even brought the word dollar into the Englsiguage. King
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James VI introduced a thirty-shilling coin that Bee known as the
sword dollar because of the design. The Scots tisetérm dollar to
distinguish their currency from that of their oveabing neighbor to
the south. The word took on an anti-English, incejemt connotation
which the Scots brought with them to the Americas.

PENNSYLVANIA

The first Continental Congress was held in Philpldiel, one of the
colonies' most important port cities. The meetingswattended by
many in the slave trade. While Pennsylvania wasan@iantation state
and Philadelphia was not as active in the tradsoase colonies, its mer-
chants did participate. Thomas Willing, of the \Mitj and Morris firm,

was one of the merchants in attendance. His partdlerris, repre-

sented one of Europe's largest slave merchantgerF@unliffe. Philip

Livingston, whose slave ship the Wolf plied the ahtiic, also attended.
Present from the South were plantation owners dioty future presi-
dent Madison, George Mason of Virginia, and Hengulens of South
Carolina.

Philadelphia's Society of Friends, also called ¢wakers, did not
approve of the trafficking of human lives. Howevegme individual
Quakers did make profits from the trade. Friendolved in slave trad-
ing included Wiliam Frampton, who carried the firslaves to
Philadelphia, as well as James Claypole, Jonathakir3on, and Isaac
Norris. Even the always-industrious Benjamin Framklwho was a
friend to the Montaudoin family, considered entgrithe slave trade.
He also entertained the idea to breed slaves, rrdabtan import them,
in Florida.

The City of Brotherly Love was founded by Williameih, whose
Quaker beliefs earned him the enmity of his owrhdat In England
Penn fought for religious toleration and was impnisd in the Tower
of London. There he penned his text No Cross, Now@rand advised
his jailers they had better issue his death sesfems he would not
change his philosophy. After his release, Pennioad his fight and
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was jailed several times. He finally petitioned ttiag for a charter to
start a colony in the New World. The king, no doutiteved to be get-
ting rid of the trouble-stirring Penn, granted than's wish.

Penn was a paragon of religious toleration and stmwveéd a land
where all were free to practice their faith. Valeai Ben Franklin's
brother in the Masonic Nine Sisters Lodge, calleshrPthe one who
could boast of bringing a new Golden Age to earBrom his
Pennsylvania paradise Penn wrote that men weren"ldth a title to
perfect freedom.” Sadly, followers of this paragdfntoleration and free-
dom were silent on the issue of slavery, althouigl Quakers would
later be counted among the first abolitionists.

VIRGINIA

Virginia was a planter state, and as such the'statéstocracy was made
up of people who had great expanses of land angsleo maintain the
plantations. Its history starts with the charterofghe Virginia Company
in 1606 to London's leading merchants, includingh@rd Hakluyt and
Sir Thomas Smith, the son of one of Raleigh's farbackers.

From the earliest days, life in Virginia was toughd the actions of
the powerful handful that constituted the authonityght shock those
who accept religious freedom as the reason forcthlenization of the
Americas. Blasphemy and sacrilege were crimes weaie subject to the
death penalty, as was the crime of killing a chitKeFor stealing oat-
meal, one man had a needle driven through his ®rend was then
chained to a tree and left to die of starvafpRut the white colonists'
inhuman treatment of each other for the pettiestcomes did not
extend to the elite members of the colony.

The Virginia Company charter included the island Bérmuda,
which allowed Virginia's founders, like Lord RobeRich, to make a
fortune in piracy as they sailed from safe harmoWirginia to safe har-
bor in Bermuda. Slave labor would simply replaces airuel system,
servitude, with another. Men earned transatlandisspge by agreeing to
work for the planter families, often for an indéfnperiod of time.The
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planters took advantage of the system and extettteedength of serv-
ice. London's poor and troublesome were disposedbyofvorkhouses
prisons, the gallows, the military, and this neviap Virginia.

Black slave labor came to replace the indefinitevingde of the
whites. A head of cattle worth five pounds in Vinigi was worth
twenty-five pounds in Barbados, and that island ledae a great source
of slaves for the Virginia plantations. Unlike thegar industry, in which
the way to profits was working one's slaves to ldetite tobacco busi-
ness featured easier work, and slave families wapmmrted to maintain
the plantations for a longer term.

Despite the nature of tobacco planting, which wasiex than that
of the sugar industry, life was still dangerous fugople who had no
legal recourse. In 1669 the Virginia assembly pdssdaw allowing the
murder of a slave as discipline for bad behaviohew Robert Carter
applied to the court in order to be allowed to digmber two disobe-
dient slaves, his application was grantéd.

Virginia s first families, like the Ludwells, theyRds, the Carters, and
the Spencers, shared the spoils of office and iassef well-placed mar-
riages to become a new aristocracy. They built hogesions on their
landed estates: The Harrisons built Berkeley; thesLbuilt Stratford; the
Carters built Sabine Hall, Nomini Hall, and CadeGrove; the Byrds
built Westover; the Randolphs built Tuckahoe; ahe tWashingtons
built Mount Vernon.

Masonry united the Virginia aristocrats, and impatt members of
high society were lodge members as well. Althougtige records often
did not survive the centuries, the membership obrGe Washington,
George Whyte, and George Mason is without douberd@hs evidence
that future presidents Monroe and Madison were dssons, and the
Masons do not claim only one of Virginia's arisamy, Benjamin
Harrison, as a lodge brother.

James Madison, a scion of the planter aristocrptayed an active
role in the Constitutional Convention. Like fellowlanter George
Washington, Madison had doubts about the conceptla¥ery and
worked toward sending the black slaves back tocAfri
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Benjamin Harrison, the ancestor of Presidents Willi Henry
Harrison and Benjamin Harrison, and a cosignerhef Declaration of
Independence, was the descendant of still anotljaiin Harrison,
who was most likely a Bermuda plantérThe Tucker clan started with
William Tucker, a sea captain who arrived in Viigirbefore 1620. He
was entrusted with trading on behalf of the coloimydoing so he con-
cluded a treaty with the Pamunkey Indians by killitwo hundred of
their tribe with poisoned win®. The Tuckers also had one foot in
Bermuda, with plantations there and in Virginiaingtto the early days

of the Virginia Company.

THE DEEP SOUTH

North Carolina had a plantation-driven economyhaigh only one
Constitutional Convention member from that statejllifvh Blount,
was a plantation owner. Like several other signeeswas a lawyer and
a Freemason. Blount was also a Revolutionary Wao heho earned
the respect of many in battle.

Blount started anew after the Revolution as a lapdculator. His
threatened finances, however, induced him to taksulaversive role
designed to lead the country back into war. He e@rnb see the new
country defeat the Spanish and open the West. tkierreason Blount
became part of a conspiracy that attempted to ¢wer Florida to the
British. He was booted from the Senate as a re8litunt had many
friends, including fellow Mason Andrew Jackson, whdie had named
attorney general of the Tennessee Territory. THéseds in high places
and important lodges prevented Blount's impeachnfemin hinder-
ing his family's political dynasty, which would mmer into the next
century.

In South Carolina the elite caste, which built ftstunes in the
slave trade and plantation industry, was all-pouleaihd ran the colony
in much the same way as the Caribbean states wareThe first gov-
ernor of South Carolina was Sir John Yeamans, dd&#rs planter who
founded Charleston and introduced slaves to clisasvkn plantation.
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A hundred years later the planter aristocracy wasuil control of the
state, even though the country was at the doooftdpmocracy.

Henry Laurens, who was at the Philadelphia Conwvantwas a
partner in the firm of Austin and Laurens. The camp was the largest
of twelve firms in Charleston, capturing 25 percehtthe slave trad®.
Laurens held some of the largest plantations incitbleny and was one
of the biggest merchants, handling rice, indigonrbeer, and wine.
Slave traders usually earned a commission of 16epérof the sale price
of their trades, and the slave trade was big endoghthe greatest man-
sions of Charleston were owned by the merchantskave traders.

Henry's father, John Laurens, was a Huguenot fr@arRbchelle in
France. He was part of the Huguenot wave of imntignathat fled
Catholic France because of religious war and patset John would
send his son Henry to England in 1744 to be trageed merchant.

Henry's education was furthered in South Caroliyanieking the
right friends. He became a member of the Solomaondge and was
trained in the craft by another wealthy Charlestmerchant, James
Crokatt®® Membership in the lodge was very important in bein
accepted by other merchants and businessmen. $tefdieard of
Philadelphia had also joined Masonry through thikiential lodge.

Henry Laurens started the family trade, importingnrand other
tropical goods from the West Indies, bringing mactiired goods from
England, exporting rice and indigo, and buying skvrom British
traders and then selling them to South Carolinatpta. He was soon
sending his own ships to Africa to eliminate thetiBin middlemen. The
profits from his trade were invested in land, andtbe Revolution he
owned eight plantations. He also entered politfitst at the local level
and later in increasingly important positions. IA7@, with his fortune
made, Henry brought his son to England to arramgehfs son's edu-
cation. There Henry became involved with the Anmsamiccontingent
protesting grievances to Parliament. Once he returito South
Carolina, he withdrew from the merchant life andnfrthe slave trade.
This did not stop him from keeping his own slavieswever, who num-
bered three hundred.
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While on a mission to Europe to arrange a loan frome
Netherlands, Henry Laurens was captured by thdsBriand spent fif-
teen months in the Tower of London. He returnedStuth Carolina
to find his business ravaged by the Revolution,hsoresigned from
public life. When asked to join the Constitutior@nvention as a rep-
resentative of South Carolina, he declined, insteamtling his new son-
in-law.

After the battle of Yorktown, when England's witlimess to support
the protracted war was over, Laurens's English ection, Richard
Oswald, was sent to negotiate the peace. OswaRtottish slave trader
who had appointed Laurens as his American agens, semt by Lord
Shelburne to Paris to meet with Benjamin Franklys the merchant
caste was an elite minority, it was in its beseiast to keep the group
exclusive. From New England to the Carolinas intamage was the
norm of the times. Charles Pinckney was the sorColonel Charles
Pinckney, a wealthy plantation owner, a lawyer, aadprominent
Mason. Young Charles followed in his father's ftepts but did himself
one better: He married Mary Eleanor Laurens. Shaafter Pinckney's
marriage, his career and his wealth soared. Hentbedhe governor of
South Carolina, and along with his cousin CharlesteSwvorth
Pinckney he represented the state at the Constialti Convention.
Cousin Charles was also the son of a plantationeovamd was trained
as a merchant and a lawyer. He too was in Washifgylite Society of
Cincinnati. South Carolina's third and fourth delsg were also
planters and lawyers.

Pierce Butler was the son of a member of Parliamidet came to
America because of the institution of primogenitushich did not
allow him to inherit the family estates as he wasné eldest son. In
1771 he married Mary Middleton, the daughter of ealthy plantation
owner. They moved south, with Butler resigning hiditary commis-
sion in the British army. He was outspoken in mgksure the interests
of the slave owner in South Carolina were represkrand served in
both the Continental Congress and the ConstitutiGoavention.

John Rutledge was born in Charleston and was edrtrtdon to
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study law at the Middle Temple. He returned to anasfortune in
plantations and slaves. He served as governor oktaite, and after the
war he was nominated to the U.S. Supreme Court. Sdmate rejected
his appointment because of what was perceived afinithg mental
health and an anti-Federalist position.

James Oglethorpe, the man who founded Georgiaedtduis career
with the Royal African Company. He became a direatb the com-
pany, whose charter gave it the right to importdgoito England and
black slaves into the Americas—for a thousand ye#&sglethorpe's
company included some powerful gentlemen, suchaased, the Duke
of York, who was the largest shareholder, Lord &ishfury, Lord
Craven, Sir George Carteret, and Sir John Collefdh.were involved
in the plantation business in one way or anotheojle®n was a
landowner in Barbados before he bought land inGheolinas. Smaller
shareholders included John Locke, the philosopheose call for lib-
erty obviously did not include all.

Oglethorpe was a Mason in England, and he organthedfirst
lodge in Georgia in 1733 without the benefit of lsarter for the first
two years. The Grand Lodge soon came around andamad his
lodge, even assisting it financially. Most of Ogletpe's family were
Jacobins and supporters of the Stuart cause. @gpethwas placed in
an awkward position in 1745; as a military commanfie the English
he was supposed to help put down the rebellionbgdBonnie Prince
Charlie. His lack of concern earned him a courttiahr although he
was eventually acquitted.

FLORIDA

Florida still belonged to Spain during the AmericRevolution. When
the state was admitted to the Union, it had a uwigtatus among the
slave states in that it allowed blacks many of $hene rights as whites.
The polarization of early-nineteenth-century poéti would eliminate
those rights.

The first black slaves were brought from Spain, Adoica, where
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they were employed in mines and in agriculture. e slaves had
unique rights; they were able to hold property, laung sell goods, and
initiate legal suits. These rights added up todhdity to gain their free-
dom. Free blacks sailed with the Spanish to Amesdnd were part of
slaving expeditions against the Taino Indians. A80 years of being
part of Spanish Florida, black militias and bladktfesses made up of
free blacks developed. Members gained status byingein the militia,
and this gave them the ability to acquire titled privileges.

Many blacks, including Prince Witten, used suchivias to
achieve a high degree of status in Florida. He laadvife, Judy, fielded
a large amount of requests to act as godparenthikdren in the com-
munity, and they evolved into a sort of royaltyttwdudy having a slave
of her own. The slave revolt in Saint Domingue wad by Jorge
Biassou, who commanded an army of forty thousandsd®u's brother-
in-law, Jorge Jacobo, married Prince Witten's dgrgRolly, Unking a
leading Florida family with a leading Haitian famil

Juan Bautista Collins was another northern Floridack whose
achievements stand out among both the free blackmmity and the
white Florida colony. He became a merchant andt baiilmercantile
firm in Saint Augustine that developed trading 8nik South Carolina,
Saint Domingue, Havana, New Orleans, and central amestern
Florida. Collins's agents were able to trade amibiegSeminole nation,
which became an amalgamation of the Creek Indiamk the runaway
blacks. Collins raised cattle, bought and solddlieek, owned property,
and, like the upper-caste Spanish, kept the CatHalth and served in
the militia.

In 1763 the British took Florida from the Spanigritish colonies,
especially the neighboring Carolinas, felt threateiby armed blacks so
close to home, and the rights and status enjoyeéte®y blacks became
threatened. King George Il gave his favorite primanister, the
Scottish Earl of Bute, the charge of picking Flatd first British gov-
ernors; both were aristocratic Scots. The firstnes Grant, conceived of
a colony where massive plantations, owned by abseBtottish aristo-
crats like him, would employ black slave labor aise cash crops such



226 From the Sacred to the Profane

as indigo. Grant's own plantation was created in41three years after
his retirement from the governorship, and produoced quarter of the
entire state's indigo production.

In 1763 American and British investors united tanfoa slave-
breeding experiment. Richard Oswald, a Caithness-hibader who
started his career in Glasgow and later became mbme of London's
slave-trading community, teamed up with Henry Lasreand
Benjamin Franklin to import and breed Africans. @ owned an
island in the Gambia Paver, married into the SslotiRamsay family
(who brought estates in Jamaica into his portfolisfarted his own
holdings in Virginia near the James River, and W64 had a huge
home built for himself in Ayr, Scotland.

Britain's designs on Florida did not last long,the 1783 Treaty of
Paris returned Florida to Spain. Freed blacks whd émigrated to the
Caribbean islands returned to Florida and went @pmnish courts to
confirm their status. Such status was attainabld the U.S. flag flew
over Florida in 1821. The years between Florid&soming a state in
the Union and the Civil War witnessed racism becomereality.
Independent Spanish Florida did not require thainemic status be
accorded by color; American Florida saw blacks athraat, and free
blacks soon watched their status disappear. Allckslawere soon
accorded the status of slaves.

The institution of slavery was not inflicted on theorld because of
white Europeans, black Africans, or Islamic tradérsvas not the exclu-
sive province of Freemasons, Huguenots, Jews, aslivis. The blame
for any institution that allows the rights of onkags to be taken away
by another class can rarely be assigned to anypgooueligion, but as
an organization religion can lead the way to efitisThe handful who
believed they had the right to profit from slavesgused many others
to feel that handful was an abomination in a landtbon individual
freedom. Ultimately the blame lies in the ability the elite class to
dominate through the institutions it could manipelland control.
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Although most American dockworkers and shipwriglwsre not
smugglers or slave traders, their livelihood degendn those who
were. As a lodge, union, or congregation, the ranl file went along
with whatever they needed to in order to ensurér then incomes, to
advance the greater good of the group, or simplyetoain a part of the
status quo. Thus the world begets blacks tradinglack slaves, signers
of the Bill of Rights owning slaves, and freedonghfiers willing to
enslave others.

Still, the worst was yet to come. Many who fougbt &n American
nation, an experiment in individual liberties, duge from the tyranny
of royalty and religious leaders, would commit tongnal conspiracies
to tear apart the nation. Assassination, murdersgioacy, and a back-
lash of racial hatred were unleashed upon Amerieaabse of the
manipulations of a few people. This led to Amescaiost deadly war
and to the murder of American presidents.



Chapter 13
THE MASONIC BETRAYAL

I n 1826 the New York Freemason William Morgan dedide go

public with the secrets of the order. Morgan's thess" had him
arrested on bogus charges, imprisoned, and takeiorbg to a Masonic
lodge, where he was murdered. Prosecutors broughitges against a
handful of the conspirators. The jury was packethwlasons, however,
and the accused were acquitted. After a speciadeprgor was brought
in, a few of the Mason murderers were actually dced, but the
longest sentence was thirty months. As an anti-Malsacklash swept
the country, membership was lost and lodges disizhnd

The conspiracy that the American public had feahed simply
gone underground. Prominent Freemasons controled slave trade,
the plantations, and the cotton industry, and thhotheir wealth they
controlled American politics—from the North to tBeep South.

The history books tell us that the issues of shaard states' rights
led the United States down the path to Civil Waut Bhost Americans
did not own or trade slaves, or even own the ptamta that required
the work of slaves. The average citizen also didaven the textile mills
that processed the cotton produced on the slavatgplans. A handful
of elite and wealthy people did, and they stirrée tpublic to racial
hatred and the Civil War.

The southern United States was one of the few mngiareas that
still practiced slavery, as did Portuguese Braad &panish Cuba. As the
causes of the war are studied, it appears that'flee" states of the
North were opposed to the "slave" states of thetSdihe lines were

228
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not always geographical. An abolitionist movemend e@xist in the
North, especially in states that enjoyed no comiakrbenefits from
slavery. The abolitionist movement existed in toetf and the West as

well.

In the North some people did benefit from the sl&reele, and as a
result they formed some odd alliances that fouglairest the tide of
emancipation in the twenty years prior to the wane such alliance
was that of Northerner Caleb Cushing and two Sono#re, John
Anthony Quitman (the governor of Mississippi) andffdrson Davis.
Although Cushing was an active and high-ranking dtashis mentor,
Daniel Webster, advised him to move out of his Newport,
Massachusetts, home because of his unpopularity. tf thirty-third-
degree Mason controlled the plantation trade amddpium trade from
his mansion and had friends in high places.

Cushing's coconspirator John Anthony Quitman wasn bia the
Roosevelt territory of Rhinebeck, New York, but radvto Mississippi
to become grand master of that state's Masoniaiciey. He was the
grand master for seventeen years. His power inldtige and the capi-
tol building of Mississippi gave him unbridled artibh, and he was
very active in determining the fate of Texas. Qaitlmwho was against
the admission of any new states as "free" statepoged raising an army
and marching west to conquer the new territory thatl been taken
from Mexico. It was an act of treason that causeditr@an to be
brought up on charges of violating American neitirdbws. The other
coconspirator, Jefferson Davis, would later becopresident of the
Confederate states.

The three conspirators joined forces to get GenErahklin Pierce
into the White House. The enemy of this allianceswaresident
Zachary Taylor, who had assumed the presidency iarcM 1849.
Taylor, a slaveholder, had wanted the southwesstates to be admit-
ted as free states. In February 1850 the new meisichlled a meeting
of Southern leaders and told them he would hangssénists who
took arms against the Union "with less reluctaritenthe had hanged
deserters and spies in Mexico." It wasn't thetlast he threatened
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hanging. Taylor again publicly spoke out againgisth who committed
acts of treason. He specifically referred to Quitnaand his cabal, threat-
ening to see them hanged for their deeds.

The very next day, July 4, 1850, the president titlokd he day was
to be a celebration of both the independence of dbentry and the
consecration of the almost finished Washington Moent. It was very
much a Masonic celebration, as was everything sadimg the erec-
tion of the obelisk. When work was started two gebefore, the archi-
tect wore George Washington's Masonic apron. Thaeswas quarried
from a quarry owned by a Mason. Twenty-one lodgesewin atten-
dance at the monument's dedication.

President Taylor, who was surrounded by enemias,ndit realize
his days were numbered. Later some would insidt tthe general who
had blazed through Mexico in much greater heat o a war could
not handle the climate of Washington. His deathwds said, was
brought on because Taylor drank too much cold raitkl ate a large
quantity of cherries during the celebration, whiahegedly causes a
stomach inflammation.

Many believe that Taylor was the victim of a pldlumerous peo-
ple survived the July 4th picnic. Investigative heigues may not have
been as developed back then as they are todayarbenic was a well-
known poison in the nineteenth century. The symptoai arsenic
poisoning include nausea, vomiting, abdominal paémd diarrhea.
Taylor exhibited these symptoms, yet somehow tlregrdisis was an
overdose of cherries and cold milk. Arsenic canebsily discovered in
the body, as it is deposited in the fingernails dwait. When the body
of the president was exhumed in 1991 to test feerdc, the poison
was detected, although not in a large enough dyatti kill him. The
test was done 140 years after Taylor's death, hemverendering the
results inconclusive.

John Quitman and his cohorts were not hanged akarfacTaylor
had threatened. Instead Quitman was elected to rEéssigand the con-
spirators succeeded in getting their man into thkit8/House. When
Franklin Pierce was sworn in, Caleb Cushing wasarded with the
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post of attorney general and Jefferson Davis becseweetary of war.
Governor Quitman was exonerated of criminal charges

COTTON WHIGS

In those critical years, the Whig party of the Morelied on the lead-
ership of the aristocrat Robert C. Winthrop, whoswaot concerned
with the slavery issue. Although the antislaveryvement was strong
among the common voters, the people in Winthropgsse—the ship-
pers, merchants, insurers, and railroad buildersieereon cheap labor.
But instead of relying on blacks for labor, Northers exploited the
immigrants and the average citizens. The Whig wék the plantations
of the Deep South and the English banking estabkst, which
financed the cotton trade, were strong.

Georgia planter and Mason Howell Cobb led the Samuth
Democrats. Cobb was an aristocrat who owned moae th thousand
slaves. Between Cobb and Winthrop there was ampttéo maintain
the status quo. The spoiler was a party calledRtee-Soilers, an anti-
slavery group that had a poor showing in the pesttidl election but
was riding a groundswell of abolitionist opinion.

The fateful ten years between Pierce and Lincoltnegised the
destruction of the Whig party, as it became obvithet the group was
playing to the Southern elite. As the antislavergvement grew, the
Republican party replaced the Whig party, and théslavery move-
ment finally had a candidate: Abraham Lincoln.

As the movement against slavery grew, the oppositioit became
more violent and secretive. The Knights of the @aldCircle, which
was founded by Dr. George W L. Bickley in Ohio, hestret passwords,
handshakes, temples, sworn oaths, and supreme ilsouticdrew its
membership from Masonic lodges. The Knights of thelden Circle
attempted to create one huge slave state, andaigeest membership
came from Texas, where Governor Sam Houston wasnaber.

With its funding from England and its push towarmetcession, the
group would be, in the eyes of Abraham Lincoln, dheatest threat to
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the United States. Lincoln had thirteen thousandnbees arrested for
disloyalty, with Bickley himself being charged witlspying® The

Knights of the Golden Circle were then led by Gaheklbert Pike, a
thirty-third-degree  Mason. He too recruited amongasbhic lodges
often in the border states and Ohio. Pike alsouresst among the
Native American tribes. In the spring of 1860 Pilaésed to thirty-sec-
ond degree Peter Pitchlyn, the chief of the Choctéation; Holmes
Colbert, national secretary of the Chickasaw; afidsEBoudinot of the
Cherokees.

Before the war, Pike was a member of the DemocrAtiterican
party, which is commonly known as the Know-Nothingse joined
the Confederacy and was among the numerous Masgkedpby fel-
low Mason Jefferson Davis to run the Confederat¢est After the Civil
War, Pike was the driving force of the Knights bétKu Klux Klan, in
which he was the chief justice. This organizatidsoarecruited among
Masonic lodges, and in some areas the local Klamimeship was lim-
ited to Masons. Though the Klan was started in 1866vas officially
disbanded after three years as the wave of violemceriots incited by
the organization created a backlash.

In 1905 Walter L. Fleming wrote a pro-Klan book tiging the late
Pike on the cover. The organization started up anoee, again draw-
ing its membership from Masonic lodges. SomehowepPilwho had
been charged with treason for his role in the CiMér, has been hon-
ored with a statue in Judiciary Square in WashingW&hile there have
been modern protests against the statue's prestrare, is an equally
strong movement to keep it there.

THE REVENGE OF THE SLAVE TRADERS

The Civil War did not just end with the surrenderAppomattox. The
final act of the war took place at Ford's Theatetere the president was
killed by an assassin who was part of a very lagespiracy. John Wilkes
Booth, the shooter, was a Mason and a member oKtlights of the
Golden Circle. The conspiracy, of course, was mader than Booth.
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Four members of the organization were hanged feir tftoles and sev-
eral others went to prison, but still a wider @rgrovided financial sup-
port. The conspiracy in the Lincoln assassinatiad ks many mysteries
as the Kennedy assassination would a hundred aars

After Lincoln's death, Congress formed an Assassima
Committee to determine if Andrew Johnson had plagedole in the
murder. Booth had visited Johnson's residence hbafsre the shoot-
ing. The assassin reportedly met with the futuresigient in 1864 and
even earlier, when he was the military governorTehnessee. Johnson
was one of three presidents to come from Tennessléethree were
Masons. He was the first president to receive tbett8h Rite degrees.
Johnson was also the target of anti-Masons, andusecthe clergy had
spoken out against him, he later requested thatleigy be present at
his funeral.

Lincoln had basically ignored Johnson since the sigent's
Inauguration Day, and his wife, Mary Todd Lincolmrote a letter to a
friend claiming that Johnson had a hand in her &amdls murder.
Congress, however, was no more able to find evielesfca conspiracy
than it was a hundred years later when Presidenné&dy was removed
from office by a bullet.

Years after the Warren Commission determined thkina assassin
managed to kill President Kennedy with an antigiiie,ra new theory
emerged: Kennedy had attempted to have Fidel Cadintinated, and
Kennedy's assassination was the retaliation. Gaémtally, Lincoln
actually did instigate a plot to attack the Confatle capitol at
Richmond and kill the Confederate president, Jsffier Davis, and his
cabinet.

Colonel Ulrich Dahlgren was handpicked by Lincolm lead the
attack. Dahlgren was killed in the attempt, and gpapfound on his
body pointed to the plot's origin in Washington. ritaliation, the plot
to kill Lincoln was hatched by none other than Basind his secretary
of state, Judah Benjamin.

Benjamin was a unique individual who started in tbenfederate
government as attorney general and later becansethietary of state.
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Born in the British West Indies of Sephardic Jewistients, he was part
of a large and active Jewish community that thrivedthe Southern
pre—Civil War states. Benjamin's mentor in the @ied War period
was John Slidell, an influential New Yorker who Ae® a transplanted
Southerner. Because it was in the interest of steagers to expand the
slave states, both Democrat Slidell and Whig lea@ateb Cushing
pushed first to declare war on and then to attetopainnex Mexico.
Slidell's connections were very much tied to Europbere his daugh-
ter married into the prestigious French-Jewish bankhouse Erlanger
et Cie. Slidell's niece married August Belmont, whepresented the
even more prestigious Rothschild Bank. The frieimshof Slidell
helped Benjamin develop connections in Europe thanefited the
South during the war. One of these benefits wasfldaing of a war
bond by Erlanger in Europe to raise funds for tbaf€derate states.

Benjamin also became the head of the Confedertédigence. He
established operations in Canada, where the Soathhioped to bring
in an ally against the Union. This failed, but tBanada connection was
useful in getting money and in running operatiok&re than one mil-
lion dollars was held in Canada for the attemptattack the White
House and Kkill or kidnap the president. Two week$ote the Lincoln
assassination, Benjamin dispatched John Surra@ateada. While there
is little indication that Benjamin knew Surratt wduplay a role in the
conspiracy, the Confederate secretary of stateeHelpestroy any evi-
dence by burning all his papers and fleeing to &md)l where he prac-
ticed law. Benjamin was the only member of the @defate
government never to return to the United States.

The murder of Lincoln was most likely planned fraah least the
time of his second inauguration, when five of thecanspirators—
Lewis Paine, George Atzerodt, David Herold, Johnr&y and Ned
Spangler—were photographed together. Booth wasestgof the inau-
guration courtesy of Lucy Hale, the daughter of emator from New
Hampshire and Booth's fiancee.

Just what precautions, if any, were taken to ptothe president
prior to the assassination is unknown. There waSewet Service
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detail, although Lincoln had a bodyguard, John &ark member of the
Washington Metropolitan Police. Apparently not vetiligent, Parker
showed up late and took his seat outside the metidbox at the the-
ater. Since Parker could not see the play, he dddid find a better van-
tage point and simply left his post. Parker thenwitgd two other
Lincoln employees, his footman and coachman, ta jbe bodyguard
for a drink in a nearby tavern. Investigators hawever discovered
where Parker actually was when the president weesiki

There was no question where John Kennedy's secdstgil was
many years later in the hours leading up to hisxsseation. Nine of
them spent the previous night in a nightclub run ayriend of Jack
Ruby, Pat Kirkwood. Ruby sent over strippers fromm Garousel Club
to entertain the Secret Service men, who were dtithking at 3:30
A.M.? A telexed warning that the president would be ssisated in
Dallas was ignored, and the parade route was cdhaagée last minute
and not secured. The driver of the president'shitathe brakes after the
first shot and moved again only after the tHirdike Lincoln's security
detail, Kennedy's much larger Secret Service washetd accountable
for his death.

Mortally wounded, President Lincoln was broughttb® home of
William Peterson, where several doctors, includ@igarles C.Taft, were
present. Dr. Taft wasn't able to save the presjdeat he reportedly
saved some of his hair, which ended up in a locketn by Teddy
Roosevelt at his inauguration. What went on at lBetés house is lost
to history, but another mysterious death occurdeartly after: William
Peterson later committed suicide.

The mortally wounded John Kennedy was brought tokl&ad
Hospital and later to Bethesda Naval Hospital in rfWand. The
Parkland doctors completely disagreed with the peelenced Bethesda
doctors about the wounds and the directions ofhihiéets' entries and
exits? Yet the Dulles-controlled Warren Commission igmbréne dis-
crepancy, instead claiming that the Bethesda doctors waglet @nd the
Parkland doctors had agreed with Bethesda's filsding

The killers of both presidents were soon found kihed. There
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were persistent rumors that Booth actually survitésl shooting, while
the body of a patsy was used to give the illusibrBooth going to the
grave. Other guests of the Lincolns at Ford's Tdrealso met with
gruesome deaths. For example, Henry Rathbone's, Wifara, was
reportedly stabbed to death by her husband beferdriad to end his
own life. He would be placed in an insane asylum.

Ten years later Mary Todd Lincoln would also findréelf commit-
ted to an asylum. Her son Robert was in the Whiteud¢ when his
father was shot, with President Garfield in 188lemwthe was shot, and
in Buffalo when President McKinley was shot in i80L. For a while
Robert Lincoln had been business partners with safneéhe people
connected to his father's death. Later Robert wexked to discover
documents implicating others who survived the plée is said to have
destroyed the papers.

The conspirators of Lincoln's assassination fled #itene, first to
find help for Booth, who was wounded. The group,ohincluded the
soldier Boston Corbett, was caught. Corbett shobtBoand was later
declared insane and sent to an asylum.

Mary Surratt, another arrested conspirator, was fitst American
woman condemned to death by hanging. Just beforg/$Mdeath her
daughter, Anna Surratt, attempted to see Presidedrew Johnson to
get clemency for her mother. Two men, both onetsagators, stopped
Anna Surratt. Senator Preston King would not see yhar's end; he
committed suicide by tying a bag of bullets arounsl neck and jump-
ing off a ferry. Senator James Lane shot himselhtm® later. While
there was evidence that the Lincoln conspiracyuhetl his secretary
of war, Edwin Stanton, Stanton was involved in thestigation,
which would proceed only after those who benefifesm its conclu-
sions were in control.

The list of suspicious deaths surrounding the Kdgnenurder is
even lengthier and has been the focus of seveakisho

Allen Dulles, the former head of the CIA, was choge investigate
the assassination of the man who fired him. Kennlealy threatened to
dismantle the CIA. Dulles's right-hand man, Cha@abell, the deputy
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director of the CIA, was the brother of the mayérDallas, where the
assassination was stadedhe commission that investigated Kennedy's
death was named after a thirty-third-degree Maswth Supreme Court
justice, Earl Warren. Senator Richard Russell, ssdvlafrom Georgia,
and Gerald Ford, another thirty-third-degree Masmmined the com-
mission. The Warren Commission basically rubbemsiad the findings
of the FBI, whose investigation concluded fastamnttone could fill out
a job application. The FBI, of course, was headgdmother Mason, J.
Edgar Hoover. With the detractors quickly becomivigtims and a
favorable media system in place, the conclusion té Warren
Commission was allowed to stand—despite its glaiimgccuracy and
the sentiment of the public.

The role of secret societies such as the KnighthefGolden Circle did
not end with the defeat of the secessionist Solitte damage to the
United States was already staggering: More thanhsimxdred thousand
men had been killed in a population of only thimyllion. The national
debt rose 2,500 percent. And the divisive politicat existed before the
war did not cease. The North generated furtherebatthrough the
harsh punitive politics of Reconstruction. In theush and in states like
Ohio that sympathized with the South, a new grofisexret societies
thrived. The Ku Klux Klan became a resurrected ieerof the Knights
of the Golden Circlé.Members fostered racial hatred even in areas of
the country that were not previously divided byera@s a secret soci-
ety, the Ku Klux Klan claimed kinship to Masonrydarecruited among
the ancient order's members. This time the poli¢ytte elite was
preached loud enough to become the voice of the mob



Chapter 14
THE OPIUM BROTHERHOQOD

The use of the drug opium had already been aroundhfmusands
of years when crusading Templars were introducedt tby the
Arabs. Opium had been cultivated from 6000 B.CrEEurope and was
found in neolithic burials in southern Spain datiteg4200 B.C.E. The
culture we recognize as the world's first highevilization, Sumeria,
had a name for opium, hul-gil, or "joy plant,” anmathat was in use up
to 5,400 years ago. An Egyptian medical text datmd550 B.C.E. listed
a long list of ailments opium would relieve. Thee€ks, whose mystic
cults used opium in religious rituals, prescribédor problems such as
headaches, epilepsy, coughs, and kidney stonetheAsame time, they
understood it was addictive. Homer refers to opiasnthe drug of for-
getfulness. The Romans used it as a painkiller @ poison, putting
large amounts of the drug in the wine of the inshdictim.

From the Mediterranean cultures of Galen and Plithe drug
spread east to Arabic physicians. Muslim peoplagsamby inherited the
medicinal uses of the drug from these ancient fiesidut also held the
drug in high recreational esteem; in a land thabhjnited alcohol,
opium was a good substitute. Opium traveled eash e Muslim
traders who preceded Marco Polo on land and crogked Indian
Ocean by ship.

During the Crusades, the secretive sect known esAtisassins used
the drug hashish to experience the pleasures ofeheaSuch enlight-
enment prepared them for their missions, as these we longer afraid
to die for their faith. The Knights Templar wereaaware of the
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Assassins and hashish, as well as of opium. Thghksireturned with
tales of the usefulness of these new drugs, to givgage, as opium did,
and to motivate men in battle, as did hashish.

Opium use in Europe had declined after the falltttd Roman
Empire, only to increase again after Crusaderstroginced the drug.
After the demise of the Templars in 1307, therditie written on the
subject, but opium remained in demand and explofessn Vasco
da Gama, a member of the Knights of Christ, to @dtlus and Cabot
were instructed to obtain the magic elikiThe medieval alchemist
Paracelsus called it "the stone of immortality."

During his travels on the Indian Ocean, Afonso diéufuerque
was acquainted with the usefulness of opium andisadv the
Portuguese king about the potential profit thatsted in buying and
reselling the drug. In a letter to his king, whoswiée grand master of
the Knights of Christ, Albuquerque wrote, "I woutdder poppies . . .
to be sown in all the fields of Portugdl.1t was a lesson that the
Europeans failed to take to heart. It was easidouy Turkish or Indian

opium.

OPIUM COMES TO THE AMERICAS

The Pilgrims understood the benefit of the drug &k it with them
on their travels to America in 1620. Laudanum was hame given to
the Pilgrims' mixture of opium, wine, saffron, camon, and cloves.
The Pilgrims brought a second opium-based conawctmaregoric, in
which the drug was mixed with licorice, honey, banzacid, camphor,
and anise oil.

Dr. Benjamin Rush, a signer of the Declaration nfldpendence
and a member of the Continental Congress, was uhgesn general of
the Continental army. He did much to advance the of medicines
and his "heroic therapy,"” which incorporated opium.fact, this ther-
apy later provided a name for opium's favored derre, heroin. Rush
prescribed opium for cholera, for relief of intesti spasms, and as part
of a mixture for enemas.
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Like all drugs, opium had its downside. Physiciaviso prescribed
it for a period of four days or less best underdtdbe power of the
poppy. An opium dependence goes beyond a habitppiien becomes
as fundamental as food and water, as the user'g isodctually altered
chemically and cannot function without the dfudf. one maintains a
healthy lifestyle and uses opium properly, the doag be part of daily
existence; many prominent and not-so-prominent lged@ve survived
decades-long drug habits. But the nature of opianmat conducive to
a healthy lifestyle. Addicts experience physicakederation, such as
gastric and circulatory disorders. The mental éffeexhibit themselves
in a loss of interest in both personal hygiene angione except one's
source of the drug. The body appears to feed aif,iteecoming ema-
ciated from lack of food. From hepatitis and livemage to skin dis-
ease and respiratory disease, the body beginscamesatched only by
the mind's descent. Forgetfulness, lethargy, anthbility are the daily
range of emotions suffered by the opium addict.

Today's modern "improvement" of the opium-basedugrowhich
includes morphine and heroin, renders the deadigcesf of addiction
within days. In the eighteenth and nineteenth a@&guthe opium
smoker started on a slower road that led to thal fimpact: death.
Although these effects were fully known, as theg &oday, knowledge
of them did not stop the trade; it continues ts thay.

THE OPIUM TRADE

The cornerstone of colonial trade was the superooditym The com-

modity for Portugal had been the black slave; tbmmodity that grew

Spain's empire was silver. The Dutch would lead wlagy into the spice

trade, creating huge demand for pepper and othdrshigack home in
Europe. Britain and France discovered the comnesitthat were

referred to as food-drugs: sugar, tea, coffee,aodholic beverages such
as rum. Colonizing America was not just about firidiplaces to dump
the undesirable populations of Europe; it was addmut making a

profit.
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Getting England addicted to Chinese tea was easgpikg a trade
balance became more difficult. In 1700 the Britisast India Company
imported twenty thousand pounds of tea. Six yeaterlthat figure
grew 400 percent to a hundred thousand pounds. 7% the cost of
tea imports was becoming impossible to meet witbesi When the fig-
ure hit six million pounds, it became clear tha teould drain England
of silver unless something was done.

Up until the eighteenth century, drug use in therldvavas never
described as an epidemic or plague, but the Britisluld change that.
The Chinese had discovered the pleasure of smakingm, first mixed
with tobacco, which was brought by the Dutch, thena pure form.
The British East India Company cornered the opiundpcing mar-
ket and sold its drugs to willing Asians. In evexyutheast Asian coun-
try where Britain's empire was active, the governmwas forced to
admit Indian opium. The Chinese had the most moatwegpend, and
their extravagance easily spread opium use. Opius @expensive to
bring to market, but China had such a large wealtlling class that
there were enough customers who could afford to dngy use the drug
on a regular basis. The British East India Comphag found a way to
correct the tea trade imbalance.

Today we often dismiss the crimes of the past awplgi being "the
way things were." The British and American traddmswever, should
not be dismissed so lightly. "They were not ignorah what sort of
substance they were selling. They knew it was a&quoi They knew it
was addictive

By 1836 China imported enough opium to make thegdthe
largest revenue-producing commodity in the worldemriched a hand-
ful while destroying the social and political struie of China. By this
time the drug merchants included Americans. Thatgmotivator, greed,
was as powerful to Boston's blue bloods as it wathé English. This
greed is the reason the drug trade continues taday,why the Western
world, specifically America and Europe, is expecieg a drug epidemic.
Ironically, it is the former victims of American drEuropean colonial-
ism that are now exporting the drugs to their elowial overlords.
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The British and American traders who took part ihatvwas called
the China trade often had little the Chinese weiking to buy. The
Chinese wanted silver and raw Indian cotton, andefca and Europe
wanted tea. An exception to the rule was ginsengiedca's ginseng,
produced in New England and the Appalachian regiees regarded as
an aphrodisiac in China. But the market for ginsevas too small to
balance America's demand for tea. There were tvaratives. The first
was opium. The Chinese were already consumers ifmofior almost
a thousand years, but they had brewed it into ltde® many other nat-
ural drugs, the opium tea did not cause the datily effects that
opium smoking and opium derivatives caused. Sigilathe effect of
chewing coca leaves on the Andean population oftfS@umerica had
some negative side effects, but nothing like thenalge caused by
addiction to the refined version of the plant, doealIn both cases the
refinement of a natural plant created a substamatecaused addiction.

The Europeans created the opium addiction. Shatigr discov-
ering the pleasures of tobacco in the American niek the Dutch
brought the new commodity to China; the Dutch mblstly intro-
duced both tobacco and opium smoking. The horrdrsaddiction
quickly became known to the Chinese. In 1729 CleinEmperor Yung
Cheng prohibited the sale and use of opium in bisntry as anything
but medicine. When the British East India Compasguaed control
over Bengal and Bihar, the opium-producing distriof India, it greatly
expanded the trade. By 1767 the company was inmgpttvo thousand
chests, each filled with 170 pounds of pure opieach year.

As in America, the British established trade morigso The Indian
growers, by law, had to sell to the British EasdfifnCompany. But the
British love of profit was no match for the Chineseict, and the com-
pany could no longer sell to China. Instead, thetidr East India
Company became the middleman that bought the opitom the
Indian producers and sold to English and Americaerctmants who
were willing to run the risk of shipping the produc

In 1799 the Chinese emperor Kia King made all opiwade ille-
gal. This very act most likely served to incredse frofits that were
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made in the trade, as both the price of opium drel @mount con-
sumed increased. The British Levant Company, anathgonally char-
tered business syndicate, purchased half the Turk@um crop and
brought it to Europe, where it was sold as medicine

British and American ships participated in the ¢&aldy carrying
goods that were attractive to Turkey and Indiae ltln, lead, and wool.
They carried the opium to China, where thousandgainds of the
drug filled chests that were exchanged for teaespiand exotic goods.

Another product the Chinese wanted was fur. Thovigied a lever
for the Americans to lift the British monopoly ohet China trade. John
Jacob Astor's ships were among the first to sathéoPacific Northwest,
where they harvested the coats of seals and otttough the Native
tribes had hunted the wildlife for centuries, ibkoonly a few years for
the hunting to drive the populations to the poirfit ear extinction.
This, in turn, made the hunt more expensive.

America as a nhation did not sanction the buying aeding of
opium, but it did not forbid it either. The Ameritgarticipants in this
trade did nothing illegal as far as their own coyntas concerned. They
were, however, breaking Chinese law, as it wagalléo distribute opium
there. Like the British, the Americans could relp their country to
invoke protective policy when China attempted tdoece its law. Both
Britain and the United States maintained a navebg@mce to protect their
commerce. China, which had no navy, was unablenforee its laws on
its coastline. British and American traders took/adage by occupying
Asian islands, where they kept warehouses. Withbigs or a coast guard,
China could not approach the islands. Just in chdhe unlikely inspec-
tion by a Chinese mandarin assigned to customs, dbh&y opium was
usually kept aboard floating warehouses—ships wimatld not make voy-
ages but simply float off the coasts of the occdg®ands. From these
warehouse ships Chinese merchants bought opiumsemggled it into
Canton or the interior of China.

Remarkably, the opium trade was officially protgbitby the British
government, but the prohibition was ignored as th@vernment-
chartered British East India Company profited fritna trade. The
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partners of the company were the elite of a natizet could simply

outlaw competition and disregard the country's owaws. Henry

Dundas, the Viscount Melville, was a political bassScotland, and his
number one goal was to enrich the aristocrats. datl&d he restored
the lands of the nobles. In the United Kingdom kexted the Scottish
control over the British East India Company, whibad no Scottish
directors prior to the eighteenth century. Dundesved as president of
the company's board from 1793 to 1801. Outside Bhiish Isles he

interfered with business from America to Asia. Heot® the blueprint
for opium trade with China, and in 1809 was thedheé the Board of
Control of India. He stocked the Indian subcontinenth friends, all

Scots who governed Britain's crown jewel. The Ceinéaws could not
be changed but they could be rendered insignifidantcircumventing

the restrictions. Dundas's cronies used "counthipsshcarrying opium

bought from British India, which were accompaniedd gprotected by
British East India Company ships. The company wobid/ tea with

the proceeds from the opium sales. The companyweatioAmericans

into the marketplace, and English bankers ofteiistess them in financ-
ing the voyages.

The Dundas family was steeped in Masonry, and thdition car-
ries into later times. Thomas Dundas, the second Bf Zetland,
became grand master in 1844 and remained in thett yodil 1870. The
Dundas clan brought Masonry to Hong Kong, and tinst fodge in
that city, chartered in 1846, was named for thedge in England: the
Zetland Lodge No. 525.

LORDS AND DRUG LORDS

At the same time that England defended its rightdistribute opium
in China, it took to restricting the drug businegshome. The govern-
ment began monitoring the pharmaceutical houset weae expand-
ing the use of opium in Europe. England went to tveice to protect
the illegal trade conducted by the country's eliee 1,000 percent
profit was enough to entice the country to proteetillegal trade. In
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the nineteenth century the drug lords of Britainravéhe Jardines, the
Mathesons, and the Sutherlands—all Scots usheréal [mosperity
thanks to Dundas. These families built dynastieg #re still in power
today, while millions of Chinese became addictedgium?

The first families of the opium trade joined togathin small part-
nerships. William Jardine and James Matheson forthedopium-trading
firm of Jardine and Matheson while still in theiwenties. Opium was
their prime business, and they published regulawstedters called the
Opium Circulars, which gave information about theigls markets and
prices. A Brit posted in East Asia could pick umewspaper anywhere
from Patna to Singapore to get the current opiuioeprfor Bengal and
Patna opium. In this way Britain could claim to &éhering to Chinese
policy, and Jardine and Matheson replaced the dBritEast India
Company as the largest trading firm in the empBat they were fully
aware of the horrors addiction brought to ChinavibaMatheson, a
young partner, assured of nearly unlimited weattlara early age, chose
to resign rather than to profit from the drug trade

Jardine and Matheson's early success was the malulorking in
close cooperation with the British East India CompaThe British
East India Company had a monopoly on tea, which legal until
1833. When Britain officially agreed not to shipiwmp, Jardine and
Matheson—headquartered in Hong Kong—provide thepHote by
bringing in the drug. The British East India Compawas provided
with tea, but its ships did not actually carry thgium. The drug was
still packaged with company seals to ensure it$ityuaowever.

Jardine and Matheson was controlled by family andsdic rela-
tionships, and like their American counterpartsytiveore their family
names like a badge. James Matheson, cofounder afinda and
Matheson, had a nephew, Hugh, who would invest mpprofits in
mining. Hugh Matheson founded Rio Tinto Zinc Compawhich is
still in operation today. Alliances with the keynba Schroeder's and
Barings provided the ability to move on a globallsc

The Barings, who later were instrumental in fougdirthe
Peninsula and Oriental Steamship lines, wadready a force in
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international trade when they began financing tipgurm trade. James
Matheson's mother's family, the MacKays, who hdld title of Earl of
Inchcape, until recently controlled the board ofe tisteamer lines.
Before steam was the power of choice, opium wasiechrby clipper
ships, which were built for speed. Two of the fiogtium clippers were
the Alexander Baring and the Falcon. The Baringsarfced many
American firms in various businesses, including tBexghams and
Stephen Girard. Girard, like Astor, was an earlgnpger of the China
trade, but he was quickly eclipsed by New Englamdamants.

The British had the early lead in the importatioh apium and
were often the target of Chinese legislation artilvie This is why the
British allowed American ships to enter the tradel aften financed
them. In this way the British were not directly &kang China's prohi-
bition, but the British lenders and shippers wouldke money from
their investments in the American ships.

THE PROFITS OF THE CHINA TRADE

The British families had been benefiting from thade for a century,
but the Americans caught up quickly. To the chagfirthe British, the
Americans went to Turkey to buy lower-grade opiuhatt competed
with the Dbetter British-grown Indian grades. Amaris proved them-
selves adept at smuggling and grew wealthy fronirdwe.

A recent book called The Wealthy 100 created aueicanking of
Americans by wealth and the proportion of that weah relation to
the gross national product. John Jacob Astor, lmorhi763, ranked third;
Stephen Girard, born in 1750, was fourth; Elias kdaDerby, born in
1739, was number 38; smuggler John Hancock, bort7Bv, was num-
ber 54; and the not as well known Thomas Handasdiis, born in
1764, was ranked number 78Nhile opium traders Astor and Girard
ranked much higher, Thomas Perkins was even mdheential, as he
brought scores of American blue bloods into thddra
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THE HOUSE THAT PERKINS BUILT

Thomas Perkins deserves credit for being one of rkas first and
foremost opium dealers, as well as one of the gséairug smugglers in
history. His amazing fortune places him ahead, amgarable dollars, of
even the computer billionaires of the 1990s. Paikirwealth made him
a very influential man in American politics and tip@wer behind the
Boston Brahmin class. Old reports state that th&t families of Boston
were from Salem, which implies they made their dnes in shipping.
What is not often understood is that these firshilies all made their
start in the opium trade. The Appletons, Cabotsdiéotts, Hoopers,
Higginsons, Jacksons, Lowells, Lawrences, Philipsand Saltonstalls
made their money by being related to Thomas Perkindy riding on
the coattails of the mercantile prince.

Not only did these families create wealth, but atkey then cre-
ated industries that survived and prospered foradies to come. One
industry was insurance. The Perkinses understoedviiue of spread-
ing risk; they would often be financed in part byetfirst families of
New England, who wanted their share of the areastrtucrative trade,
and in part by insurance.

Marine insurance is regarded as the grandfatheralbf modern
forms of insurance in America, and it got its stamt New England
insuring cargo from basic commodities to slaves awpium.
Connecticut was home to some of America's firsuiasce companies.
Many have survived intact or as parts of larger panies, though few
realize their foundation was insuring the drug astdve traders in the
early nineteenth century.

Born in 1764, Thomas Perkins decided early thatvetar was not
where he would seek his fortune. Instead he appezhtwith shipping
merchants and his older brother, James, who wasthm Santo
Domingo—New England part of the triangle trade. ks married Sarah
Elliot, whose father was a British tobacco tradard through his new fam-
ily connections made his start in business aboaedod Elias Derby's ships.

Derby was Salem's most important merchant, anghpping
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business made him very rich. Today he is regardefinaerica's first mil-

lionaire and a trailblazer of global commerce. B¥ybfather started
their business importing sugar from the West IndiBscause this was
made illegal by Britain's restrictive trade acts,was a fine sort of
revenge that led Derby into privateering againgti€r cargo ships dur-
ing the Revolution. While many succumbed to the&sjsDerby pros-

pered. In the postwar period his ships sailed atoilve world, and his
Grand Turk was the first New England ship to re#tth Chinese port
of Canton, in 1785. Thomas Perkins sailed as tlpersargo, the person
responsible for transacting the ship's businest thie ship commanded
by Captain James Magee, who was related to Denlifgs

Perkins was responsible for obtaining a good pficethe cargo on
board the ship. He would then take the proceedsyhatever form, and
invest them in a suitable cargo to bring home. Trade was not always
direct, which made the job of the supercargo evesremimportant.
Often the supercargo would receive instructiondty and sell in any
way deemed necessary to ensure the owner's p@fitslave ships the
captain and supercargo often conspired to abandore ©f the crew in
order to increase the share of the profits forehsko remained.

The Perkins family had little problem with the midse—or lack
of morality—of the trade, as its previous business the slave and sugar
trade in Santo Domingo. In 1792 a slave insurrectio that country
ruined the Perkinses' business, so James and THomasd a new part-
nership as J. and T. H. Perkins. It did not takeeartban one successful
voyage to become wealthy, and the many succes&tkir® voyages
made Thomas both wealthy and powerful.

For the crew who traveled on a Perkins ship, lil@gswot as com-
fortable or as lucrative. In 1814 Charles Tyng veashirteen-year-old
who had run away from school. Colonel Thomas Psrkivho received
his title by serving in the Massachusetts militegk the boy aboard a
China-bound ship; Thomas's brother had marriedbiings aunt. If the
four-foot eight-inch teenager had expected any fitsndrom being
related to the wealthy shipowner, he soon found thet opposite was
true. His uncle John Higginson was supercargo abiter ship, and the
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first words young Charles heard from him were ungtibns to the car-
penter to beat the boy. Tyng was beaten daily forominfractions, for
not knowing his way about the ship, and for the semuent of those in
charge. He was thrown in the hog pen as punishnigmtg was even
denied adequate clothing for the passage arounce Gkgrn, and he
was handed over to three unusually obese womereswi¥ a Hawaiian
king, for their sexual amusement. Charles Tyng isads his brief stint
working for his uncles, and after being twice ckedaby them later, he
left their employ. Tyng left his memoirs preservitige tales of the
opium trade and of the Perkinses' rble.

The other men aboard the Perkinses' ship fareerbdditit the ship
was underprovisioned and ran out of food on the weayCanton. This
also happened on the return trip. The ship's owmetted four hun-
dred thousand dollars for their efforts, or lackréof, as they sat home
in New England.

While today the memoirs of New England's first fi@si and the
museums dedicated to those clans downplay the @bl@pium and
black slaves in building New England's fortunesgirthinvolvement in
those trades is undeniable. Shippers could fard waarying tobacco
and cotton to Rotterdam and London, but fortunesewmuilt on trad-
ing opium for tea in China. Salem's wives had grdend of Chinese
lacquer furniture and Eastern silk gowhsnd when the East India
Marine Hall opened, Asian dress was the order of #wening.
Smuggling opium had its rewards, and both T H. ierkand opium
kingpin Joseph Russell became extremely promineatcinants as a
result of their shipping businesses. Their wealdvegthem power and
access to government. Perkins and Russell travieleBrance to carry
out their ventures and to act on behalf of theiurtoy during the
Monroe administration. During the War of 1812, Rallssvas made
charge d'affaires of the United States at the CafuBaint James's.

Perkins was a principal member of the Federalistypand was
elected to the Senate eight times. He was alsoptiesident of the
Boston branch of the United States Bank (in whidstphe was suc-
ceeded by a Cabot). Perkins made his money froroghen trade
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before the drug business led to open war in Charal invested the
profits into sawmills, gristmills, textiles, and ethrailroad business—
including the Boston and Lowell, the Boston andvitence, and other
railroads farther west. With his combined interef®erkins was soon
considered the wealthiest man in New England. Malew England
family fortunes began with investments in the P&skiChina ventures.
As a community leader, Perkins did what many slanalers, drug
smugglers, and robber barons would do: He becanphilanthropist.
His charities included the Perkins Institute fore thBlind and
Massachusetts General Hospital.

As Thomas Perkins devoted himself to European raffand his
business interests in New England, he turned over day-to-day
responsibilities of opium trafficking to his rekatis. His children also
made connections through marriage, wedding Cab@sydiners,
Higginsons, Forbeses, and Cushings.

THE CUSHING INHERITANCE

While relationships to the Perkins business andiljamere the start of
many fortunes, they were also the start of sevpdditical careers. One
of the most powerful political families that hadedi to the Perkinses
were the Cushings.

In China the Boston-based Cushing family soon becaesponsi-
ble for operating the Perkins family business. ThenCushing was
already an active merchant during the eighteentitucg. As a busi-
nessman, Cushing would sometimes collect inteligeon the Tories,
but he was reluctant to share it. He was againstRbvolution, as he
feared it would interfere with his shipping busisie8ut Cushing over-
came his fears when he found that he could makertanke overcharg-
ing both the Americans and the French for suppli@sch excessive
profiteering was shared by Otis and Gerry, and esmaller merchants
did not consider it wrong to gouge the military.

Chief among a cadre of Thomas Cushings nephews Johs
Perkins Cushing, who started out as the head oAtherican hong, or
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house of foreign trade, in Canton. John Cushingsther was Ann
Perkins, and her connections would allow him acdessiealth known
to very few. After the early death of his mothegugyg Cushing was
raised by T. H. Perkins.

John Cushing started his career in the countinghadisthe Perkins
home office, but was sent to Canton at age sewverttedurther his edu-
cation. A year later he was in charge of the Carianch, the epicen-
ter of Perkins's profit machine. Cushing developed early friendship
with one of China's most powerful merchants, Hoygubho was head
of the Cohong, the community of Chinese merchaftse friendship
of Houqua meant everything for a foreign merch&uon Cushing was
regarded as the most influential American in Canton

Cushing stayed in Canton for twenty-five years amcreased his
personal wealth by buying ships and shares in ship4830 he retired
from the China trade and sold his own interests. reterned to New
England, where he married Louisa Gardiner and beitlf mansions
and country estates for himself. But he never fudltired, as he made
investments in the Chinese voyages of others. @Ggshifamily wealth
was earned entirely in drug trafficking with Chirend his descendants
ensured that the trade did not end.

Caleb Cushing was the heir apparent. A graduatdasfard at the
age of seventeen, Caleb Cushing became a lawyeregprdsented the
family's interests. He also became a thirty-thiedpete Mason.

Caleb Cushing's political career started in the ddouof
Representatives, and after the suspicious deathWifiam Henry
Harrison in 1843, Cushing was sent by the new gdessi Tyler to
China as U.S. Commissioner. In China, Cushing dmlento represent
the Perkins-Cushing interests in the opium-smugglitusiness than
the interests of his country. China, beaten by Bugish navy in the
war, lacked the ability to stand up to the threatCushing. The coun-
try granted American ships the use of five ports.

Cushing went on to promote war against Mexico, plith seces-
sionists, and conspire against Zachary Taylor. Heath of Taylor
elevated Cushing to attorney general of the Uritedes.
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THE STURGIS FAMILY

At the same time that John Perkins Cushing wasnbetg his career
in the opium trade, another Perkins relative wa® alchieving success.
The Sturgises were one of the first families of Béahusetts, claiming
descent from Edward Sturgis, who arrived in 163Be Tamily started
in farming, but the marriage of Russell Sturgis Bbzabeth Perkins,
Thomas's sister, ensured the Sturgis family's fertin the shipping
business. Thomas Perkins would invest with Russeligis in the Hope,
and Sturgis set sail for China.

Meanwhile, one of Russell's sons, James PerkingiStuwas sent to
the island of Lintin, just outside of Hong Kong, toanage the storage
facilities for all the opium traders. Because opiimporting was ille-
gal, Lintin served as what might be called a dropge—a large termi-
nal for all the ships carrying opium.

As the Sturgis family wealth grew, Nathaniel Rus&turgis teamed
up with George Robert Russell, who started Rusmedl Company, the
most important opium-trafficking firm of the 1830A. Russell Sturgis
headed Barings Bank, which financed the opium trade women in
the Sturgis clan did their part as well. Elizab&#rkins Sturgis married
Henry Grew, and their daughter, Jane, married Mdérgan's only son,
John Pierpont Morgan.

RUSSELL AND COMPANY

As the China trade expanded in the 1830s, the mgsbrtant shipping
family was Samuel Russell's. A latecomer to theirmss, Samuel
Russell founded Russell and Company in 1823. Hectéid the com-
pany's ships to Smyrna in Turkey to buy opium; shés then brought
the opium to China. The company grew by hiring thght people and
by buying out their competitors.

Russell's chief of operations in Canton was Waibefano Jr., the
grandfather of future president Franklin Roosevétussell partners
who contributed funds to mount his overseas vestimgluded John
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Cleve Green, who financed Princeton, and Abiel Abhow, who
financed construction at Columbia University in N¥ark.*

The Russell family had a tremendous influence alkeYand their
relationship continues to the present day. Yale w@ginally called the
Collegiate School. In early colonial times Elihu l&aserved with the
British East India Company. He made a fortune with company and
became governor of Madras in India in 1687. Laterlife Yale gave
away much of his wealth, and Cotton Mather renartted Collegiate
School in Yale's honor in 1718.

Joseph Coolidge was another Russell investor, as wembers of
the Perkins, Sturgis, and Forbes families. The iRseks and Russells
were soon united in a merger. Coolidge's son organiUnited Fruit,
which kept the colonial interests of many of Newgknd's influential
families tied together. His grandson, Archibald Coolidge, was a
founder of the Council on Foreign Relatidhs.

Samuel Russell's cousin William Huntington Russelt up a trust
a Yale that created a unique organization of efimilies under the
name of the Skull and Bones. Russell's cofounder Affonso Taft. The
Skull and Bones is a very secretive order that eloinly fifteen new
members each year. Prominent families that haven bt of this
organization include the Harrimans, Bushes, Keriyafts, Whitneys,
Bundys, Weyerhaeusers, Pinchots, Goodyears, Sloastigsons,
Phelpses, Pillsburys, Kelloggs,Vanderbilts, anddttss

While the Russell shipping empire became one ofdleatest and
most far-reaching, there is still one more New &ngl family that
played a significant role in the trade.

THE FORBES CLAN

When the Cushings left China, the Forbes familyktooer operations.
The Forbeses were not the first in the opium traith China, but they
brought drug smuggling to its highest level of gadfility and left a
legacy that extends into modern times.

The Forbes family roots reach well back into Scatlavhere they
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can be traced to at least the thirteenth centuryAexander Forbes, the
first Lord Forbes, was granted lands in 1423 and wwade a lord of
Parliament in 1445. Incessant warfare in both Seddand England made
loyalty to the king precarious. Well before the sias Scottish immigra-
tion after Culloden in 1745, the Forbeses, who weretestants (and
therefore not Jacobites), were already situatelassachusetts and con-
nected with the families that would become Ameri¢aristocracy." As
with the Gardiners and others illicit traders, foetune accumulated by
the Forbeses in opium trading was invested in &mdi industry. John and
Robert Forbes would lead the way to the familyuoet

John Murray Forbes (1813-1898), the son of RalphnBe Forbes
and Margaret Perkins Forbes, started his busiregeicat age fifteen in
the Boston countinghouse of bis uncles James andhab Perkins. John
Forbes was soon allowed to travel to Canton toessgt the Perkins syn-
dicate, and he stayed for seven years. In 183theaage of twenty-four,
Forbes returned from Canton so wealthy that hedcéinance the con-
struction of several railroads, including the Mugdu Central Railroad,
which he bought unfinished and extended to Lakehii&n and Chicago.

Forbes became a prime mover, leading a group otatias who
could raise millions to complete acquisitions ofmganies. Many had
previously invested with Forbes in the China traded they remained
grateful for and loyal because of the fortunes theyl reaped. Forbes
continued to extend the Michigan Central's servioeDetroit and into
Canada, and he built other railways including thenilbal and Saint
Joseph Railroad in Missouri and the Chicago, Bgtn, and Quincy
Railroad, of which he served as president.

NAUSHON ISLAND

Following the lesson of Gardiner, John Forbes bowghisland where
he could conduct business isolated from the prgggs of neighbors.
Like Gardiner's Island, the island of Naushon, jsstith of the Woods
Hole area of Cape Cod, served as a protectoratesrfugglers for as
long as Massachusetts was a colony. The shiftindlsas and the isola-
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tion from the active ports of the New England copsbtected many
lawbreaking merchants.

The island first belonged to one of Massachusettsist elite fam-
ilies, the Winthrops. There is little evidence thhey were involved in
the merchant trade. John Winthrop, the leader ofersehundred
Puritans, was the first of the family who came taneXica. John
Winthrops idea of religion was that it was someghito be imposed on
others. The Taliban form of Islam is an apt congmarito the religious
vision of John Winthrop. Puritans made it a crinee mhiss church, to
dance, to sing, and to celebrate Christmas; likewtise Taliban made it
a crime to miss prayers, to dance, to sing, andetebrate (as opposed
to observe) Islamic festival days. Both fundamesttajroups punished
their people with torture and humiliation.

As governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Woyphopposed
democracy as well, believing his colony should lowegned by a hand-
ful of pious leaders. Fleeing religious persecutigmparently did not
mean that Winthrop would hesitate to persecute retheand in
America's first incidence of religious persecutidme banished Anne
Hutchinson from the colony. Such elitism pervadbd thinking of the
rulers of Massachusetts up to—and even after—the erisian
Revolution.

The second family to own the island was the Bowmic They
would never enjoy the power of the Winthrops or thealth of the
Forbeses, but the Bowditches were industrious s=afaand the family
was very well connected with Massachusetts blueodso William
Bowditch sailed to America in the seventeenth ogntwhen the fam-
ily began making its living from the sea. HabakkBkwditch, a son
who began a career at sea in the mid-eighteentturgeriost two ships
and two sons to the sea and had taken up the cdogge when his
fourth son, Nathaniel, achieved long-lasting fanBarn in 1773 in
Salem, Nathaniel enjoyed mathematics more thanhamytelse, and
this skill would revive the family's status. Evenhilg in his teens,
Nathaniel was renowned for his knowledge of math@maand lan-
guages, to the point that others brought him booKsrther his
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education. He spoke French, Spanish, and German usgrstood
Latin, and he even studied two dozen other languiaBemarkably, he
found an error in Newton's Principia.

During the Revolution a privateer from Beverly aaptd a ship
carrying the library of a noted Irish scholar. Aogp of merchants
bought the books and housed them in the Philosaphibrary, where
Nathaniel Bowditch could continue his mostly selfight education.
Despite his widespread reputation, he still hadydoto sea to make his
fortune. Bowditch worked as a supercargo and maaevioyages and a
huge fortune, while at the same time making lurgcudations to nav-
igate without the use of a chronometer. Legendasyus came when
Bowditch navigated into Salem Harbor during a hiiigd snowstornt?
He combined his book knowledge and practical eepeg to enhance
the ability of American merchants to navigate thewn country.
Bowditch rewrote the American Coastal Pilot andntifeger produced his
own book, The New American Practical Navigator, atthserved as a tool
for navigating treacherous American waters unté tjovernment took
over the responsibility fifty years latst.Bowditch's premier work is
simply referred to as "Bowditch" by sailors; it raims a classic in the
field. Since 1802 it has been reprinted in sevexiions.

Bowditch, who married his cousin Mary Ingersollfused mathe-
matics chairs at several universities, includinguded, the University of
Virginia, and West Point, instead preferring hissiion as president of
the Essex Fire and Marine Insurance Comgény.

At the entrance to Buzzards Bay, Naushon, the BioWds' private
island, was more of an island kingdom than a sumhwmne. When
Kidd rushed around planting his treasure, Naushdm@gaulin Cove
and Gardiner's Island were his last stops. In thary preceding the
Revolution, the cove served as a hiding place wiseneigglers could
wait to unload their merchandise.

A lighthouse was built on Naushon just before thevdtutionary
War to protect the ships navigating the shoals.iguthe Revolution
it served as a meeting place for privateers. JaBoegditch, Nathaniel's
brother, fought the government's efforts to imprthelighthouse, as
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guests were unwanted. When James died in 1817maroved light-
house was erected. At this point the Bowditch fgmivhich had owned
Naushon for more than a century, sold the islanthéo Forbeses. Since
then the "kingdom" has been in the hands of variBosbes family
members and trusts.

THE FORBES FAMILY AND NAUSHON ISLAND

John Murray Forbes married into another first fgnof New England
when he wed Sarah Hathaway of New Bedford. Theie fchildren
included William Hathaway Forbes, who married Edimerson (a rel-
ative of Ralph Waldo Emerson's) and became presidérthe newly
formed Bell Telephone, John Malcolm Forbes, and yMatathaway
Forbes, who married a Russell.

The Hathaway, Forbes, and Perkins families weréedrin a merger
with Russell and Company even before John and Skmabes were
united in marriage. Money from the opium trade dakr investments
ensured the prominence of the family for generatidta come. The
grandson of John Murray Forbes, Wililam Cameron bEsy was
appointed by Teddy Roosevelt as governor generathefPhilippines,
and was later appointed to a post in Asia by Pessgitiarding.

John Forbes's brother was Robert Bennet Forbes4{1889), who
was known as "Black Ben" Forbes. His historicalgoaphy notes his
exploits as a sea captain in the China trade drés his involvement
in the opium business. At age thirteen Robert Fodmgled for his uncles
to China, and at age twenty-four, when Perkins Rodsell merged their
companies to form the most powerful American housé&hina, young
Robert secured the lucrative post of running thdihioperation.

Forbes left China in 1834 to marry Rose Green Smathd he
almost lost his fortune in the Panic of 1837. Segkio rebuild his
wealth, Forbes went back to China and played a iramh role in the
outbreak of the Opium War, during which Russell @wdmpany pros-
pered. Forbes was made the head of the companigcirgp John C.
Green. By 1850 Forbes owned interests in more shdy ships and
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was the American vice-consul to China and Francehik later life
Forbes was noted for his contribution to the U.&vyduring the Civil
War, and he became the first commodore of the Bogaxht Club.

THE SYNDICATE

The early shipping business was unusually risky tedloss of a single
ship was a disaster to some companies. Often tlyetavapread the risk
was to "syndicate" the business so that mercharik shares in one
another's companies. In addition to the Perkins Rodsell syndicates,
a third syndicate drew in some important personages

Augustine Heard was an Ipswich merchant whose rfapiatici-
pated in the often illegal molasses and sugar tragetoo relished the
thought of getting revenge on the harsh and réisiidrade laws that
favored the home country at the expense of thengedp so he became
a privateer. Heard started his career in the coghtiuse and then
became a supercargo. In 1807 he sailed to Smyroardthe Betsy:
The Heard Company started by selling ginseng ater skins but soon
joined the opium trade. Heard's partners includednJForbes, John
Green, and Joseph Coolidge.

The American base of the opium trade moved souim fthe ports of
New England to New York. Families who were promineim

Connecticut became equally important in New YorHKtinbhtely, the
drug-smuggling families would attain the White Heus



Chapter 15

OPIUM: FROM THE LODGE
TO THE DEN

During the glory years of the China trade, New Yakcceeded
Boston as the center of American shipping. Shipd aare-

houses lined South Street's three-mile-long streicipiers a few short
blocks from Wall Street's Tontine Coffee House, ahhiserved as the
center of the growing financial industry. The wétent was so busy
that spectators came to watch the hustle of dodkever shipbuilders,
and auctioneers. Hammers clanged, barrels rolladticmeers shouted,
and thousands worked hard building and loading sshigkilled labor

was so in demand that a sail maker was paid a quslyi unheard of
four dollars a day.

Ships sailed from New York to all ports. Similar ew England's
Brahmin families, many New York families achieveckat wealth in the
drug trade. American shippers had as many excugemyolvement in
the trade as their British counterparts. And likee tBritish, the
Americans had less to offer as exports, and the ecamtry became the
dumping ground for British wares. The American féesi brought to
China ginseng, furs, and opium, their only valuedds.

It should be noted that the trade was not illegaltiie United
States. What has become labeled the "China tradei¢h included tea
and opium, furs, and furniture, reduces the stigirat might be per-
ceived in modern times. Not all of the China tradearried opium,
and their activity was not considered criminal. Té&s that were

259
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broken were only those of another nation's, a commough attitude
in colonial expansionist times. Although the mdyaliof the opium
trade was questioned by a handful, both the Britisd American gov-
ernments had no quarrel with any aspects of theaCiade.

NEW YORK'S WEALTHIEST CITIZEN

America's richest opium smuggler was possibly Jdahoob Astor. In
1800 Astor was worth $250,000 when the average Aaerfamily had
an income of $750. When he died in 1848 his wealds equal to
almost 1 percent of the entire country's grosonatiproduct.

Astor's wealth was made in numerous ways, but pisno fortune
was a direct result of the British East India Comps granting him a
license to sell furs to China and to engage indhaim trade. The fur
business was soon abandoned in all but name. |6 A8for's American
Fur Company actually sailed directly to Turkey toybten tons of
opium, which was then sold illegally in Canton.

Astor's rapid rise to great wealth is an unlikelprg. The son of a
German butcher, Astor came to America in 1784 @& tgenty-one. He
reportedly spoke very little English, although hadhlived for a short
time in London. He is described as having no grabarm, or wit; he
is even said to have once wiped his hands on thle tmens at a din-
ner party. Yet Astor's gruff manners and poor Efgldid not stop him
from rapidly entering society. He quickly marriedtd wealth and
breeding in the form of Sarah Todd of New York'se®rort family?
This connection most likely prompted his invitatitm join New York's
most prestigious Masonic lodge, the Holland No.H&re he mingled
with Archibald Russell, the Livingstons, De Witti@bn and George
Clinton, and members of New York's other first faesi.

The Holland No. 8 Lodge was founded in 1787 aftegatiating
with the Masons to be allowed to hold meetingshe Low Dutch lan-
guage. At first the new lodge admitted only eigletnivers. The num-
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ber 8 is significant to elite Masonry: There weighé original Templar
knights, there are eight points on the Masonic srend there were
eight prominent and wealthy New Yorkers in the riedge.

From his new connections Astor discovered the tuaafur pelt
business. Pelts that could be bought for a doitamfa New York Indian
could fetch six times the price in Londdmstor typically cheated the
Indians by getting them drunk and then overchargiog the liquor?
He cheated his own workers with low-paying consaalthough his
own records show he was more generous in bribesomt® made a
thirty-five-thousand-dollar payment to Michigan Gomor Lewis
Cass’ In short, Astor prospered in the fur business.

Astor's proceeds from the fur trade were investad iNew York
City real estate during the year Washington wagtete president and
New York was in recession. And Astor instinctividkgew how to take
advantage of people. For example, when Aaron Bhot $Alexander
Hamilton in a duel, Burr had to flee the countrydaso Astor bought
Burr's Greenwich Village home for cash. In 1825 oksbought land
from the U.S. government and immediately evictedrese hundred
farmers.

Astor's China connections were made through hisbfusiness, as
the Chinese bought beaver pelts that Astor's trapped traders took
from New York and the Oregon territory. He was first New York
merchant to join the China trade, and soon he ceglahe furs with
opium.

In 1807 New York City entered another recessiornthes Embargo
Act stopped shipping. A letter from Punqua Wingadpora visiting
Chinese merchant and a mandarin connected to tleg réamily in
China, claimed the embargo had stranded him in Nesk City and
requested permission from President Jefferson toallmwved to sail
home. Jefferson made an exception and asked on shifathe intended
to sail. Punqua Wingchong requested the BeaveAsdor ship. The ship
left New York with Punqua Wingchong and a hull foll furs. When it
returned Jefferson discovered that Punqua Wingcheag not a mer-
chant but a dockhand, and the voyage was a ruatedrby Astor. The
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Beaver made a two-hundred-thousand-dollar prddinfthe trip.

The profit was put into still another farm, whiclkxtended from
Broadway to the Hudson in midtown New YdrkBut the American
government got even when it went to war with BritaAstor lost his
fur capital in Astoria, Oregon, which was worth lgighundred thou-
sand dollars.

Nevetheless, Astor's drug business grew unhinddredvriting he
requested that a Constantinople merchant “"pleasal gseturns in
opium" for a consignment of 1,500 red fox flrVith three separate
fleets sailing the world, Astor made enough drug aelt money to dip
into an immense amount of real estate. By 1826Gbkanan immigrant
who made his fortune in America was buying the gages of Irish
immigrants and foreclosing on them to add to hisdings at lower
prices®

In 1847 Moses Yale Beach compiled a list of the Ithésst New
Yorkers. Some had a million or two; Astor towerdsbee thent. Astor
stopped at nothing to increase his fortune. In 1848was eighty-four
years old and extremely wealthy, yet he still dedeahrent even from
widows. He died in March of that year, and his secson, William
Backhouse Astor, inherited most of his father's niwenillion-dollar
fortune.

John Jacob Astor's son learned well. In the 186@wn working-
class New Yorkers were going through a severe enanalepression,
officers of a Russian fleet docked in New York egis$4,760 to buy fuel
for the poor. William Astor, however, raised reB8& percent’ When he
died in 1875, he owned seven hundred buildings lamagses—most of
them crammed with poor tenants. His legacy is thdtitade of slums
where the poor starved. Yet the Astor name stiicgs communities
from Queens in New York to Oregon.

NEW YORK'S OTHER CHINA TRADERS

Astor receives the credit for launching New YorktyCinto the opium
trade, but others soon followed. Many were New Bndérs who
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moved operations to New York. Prominent familiescluded the
Griswolds from Old Lyme, Connecticut; the Lows frddalem; and the
Grinnells from New Bedford®

The Griswold Family

Nathaniel Griswold and George Griswold Il builtetfamily fortune
through their ownership of a large fleet of tradisigips that called on
ports all over the world. Originally based in Eagime, a small port on
the Long Island Sound coast of Connecticut, thesv@id brothers ran
an empire. Their black-and-white-checkered flag wesn in China, the
West Indies, and South America. Although the Grigiwohave not
become a household name in subsequent centuries; family mem-
bers achieved prominence as a result of tradinthéneighteenth cen-
tury. The Griswolds' agent in Canton was Russell @ompany, in
which a Griswold relative was a partner.

Nathaniel Griswold was content to be a merchant, Hisi brother
George had greater ambitions. George was a diregtoColumbia
Insurance, was involved in the Bank of America, aabbled in other
ventures including gold mining. Other family membealso made the
merchant connection. For example, Nathaniel's daugtCatherine
married Peter Lorillard, New York's first tobaccenmhant.

The Griswolds played a role in early American podit as Matthew
Griswold was brought to the position of Federaligbvernor of
Connecticut through family money. Future Griswoldserved in the
U.S. House of Representatives and the Senate aiticipns for
Connecticut and Pennsylvania. John D. Lodge, tleategreat-grandson
of sea trader George Griswold Ill, was Connectcugbvernor from
1951 to 1955. Still other Griswolds became captaihsndustry, bish-
ops, and college professors.

John Cleve Green

One Griswold employee who later achieved prominennehis own
was John Cleve Green, who is usually remembereshasof the major
benefactors of Princeton University. Born in Lawreville, New Jersey,
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in 1800 to an elder of the Presbyterian Church,eGrbegan his career
in the counting room of N. L. Griswold of New YorRity. He was

soon promoted to a supercargo and traveled to SAuatbrica, Spain,

and finally China at the height of the opium trad&een married the
boss's daughter, Sarah Griswold. Green's connectod his knack for
being in the right place at the right time landddh la position with

Russell and Company. After six years in Canton waykfor the pre-

eminent opium house, Green returned to New York. ddatinued in

the China trade and also advanced his career astalirof the Bank of
Commerce and other banks, railroads, and New Y agpial.

The Low Family

The Low family was a group of Massachusetts merish#trat moved to
New York. Seth Low was born on Cape Ann in 1782.heved at an
early age to Salem, where he earned his living asader and a mer-
chant. In Tall Ships to Cathay Helen Augur mentidhat Seth Low
married Mary Porter, which connected the Lows wikie prominent
Lord family. Seth had twelve children, and as tladeB) area was losing
its importance, he moved his family to New York.efé&a Seth and his
brother William Henry Low, a senior partner in Relssand Company,
helped expand the American role in the trade thassBll inherited
from the Perkins syndicate.

Several of Seth Low's children were involved in @lgina trade, but
his son Abiel Abbot Low achieved the greatest farleiel Low joined
Russell and Company as a clerk just a short timieréethe Opium
Wars started. He took over the Forbeses' positfopessonal secretary
and agent for Houqua, which helped to expand hialttveand power.
After acquiring work experience and connectionsjefAllecided to go
out on his own. He returned to New York and comioigsd the fastest
clipper ships money could buy; only the Forbes shipuld compete
with his. His A. A. Low and Brothers remained iretforefront and con-
tinued trading with China and Japan even when rotis¢r companies
had left the trade.

Profits from his Abiel Low's Asia business weredsted in the first
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Atlantic cable and the building of the Chesapeakd ®hio Railroad.
His son Seth graduated from Columbia University 1870 and went
on to become mayor of Brooklyn and then the firstyor of New York
City after it consolidated in 1898. Seth Low theumger is famous for
donating a million dollars, supposedly one thirdhi§ fortune, to build
the Low Library at Columbia.

Abiel Low, who married Ellen Almira Dow, had a déntigr also
named Ellen, who in 1869 married into the Pierrépfamily—which
would later be known as the Pierpont family. Therpont and Morgan
families were eventually united and played a sigaift role in the
development of American finance.

The House of Morgan was actually started by Chiaaldr George
Peabody. Described as a solitary miser, Peabodsri@less joined forces
with Barings Bank to get American states to paytleir bond debts,
much of which was in British hands. Barings wenfasas to bribe famed
statesman Daniel Webster to make speeches onsthe. iBeabody bought
the bonds for pennies on the dollar and reapedtani® when they were
finally repaid. Like other Salem merchants, he asedgyreat wealth in the
China trade and invested in railroads. Because & heirless, Peabody
gave his money to philanthropic causes, includiddprary in Salem, and
he turned over his company to young Junius SpeMmagan. Junius
Morgan's heir was son J. Pierpont Morgan, whosastan Barings Bank
would last for more than a centufy.

The Grinnell Family

The Grinnells are another China-trading family wdosrigins are
sketchy, but they most likely possess a Huguenokdraund. Cornelius
Grinnell was an American sea captain who becameivatper during
the American Revolution. He married Sylvia Howlandhich estab-
lished the Grinnells among New England's first fasi Other
Grinnells married into Rhode Island's Brown dynastyd into the
Russell family.

Joseph Grinnell, son of Cornelius, cultivated tlaenify wealth in
the shipping and whaling businesses. Grinnell bollated with a man
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by the name of Preserved Fish and Joseph's brbtbery to establish
the firm of Fish, Grinnell, and Company. Over tifRssh was dropped
from the name and the business became Grinnell,tukfin and
Company. The company would become one of New Ydti'<Clargest
shipping firms.

The Grinnell family roots were in New Bedford, whethe first of
the Greek Revival mansions was built for Josepls. pidfits, like those
of many other merchants, were put into the textilade, and he
founded the still-in-operation Wamsutta Mills. aws Grinnells later
financed polar explorations and rescue missionsngered real-estate
development in Key West, and even found a town—&lin lowa—
and its local college (Grinnell College).

Howland and Aspinwall

Another company that moved from New England to Néevk during
the golden years of the opium trade was Howland Asginwall. This
merger of two founding families spawned great wedtir generations
to come.

John Howland was the first of the clan to travelAmerica, where
he married a fellow Mayflower passenger. John's Soseph Howland,
started in the whaling business in Connecticutegb's sons also con-
sidered the sea to be a road to wealth and weatsinipping. Howland
shipping would take part in the sugar and slavdetrm the Caribbean
and in ventures in Cuba, Mexico, and the Meditexean before dis-
covering the China trade. The Howland children maded matches,
with one daughter marrying James Roosevelt and hanomarrying
James Brown of Brown Brothers Harriman.

The most significant Howland marriage was a busimasrger with
the Aspinwall family. Like the Howlands, the Aspialle were in the
shipping business prior to the American Revolutidmound the turn
of the nineteenth century, John Aspinwall marriagsé& Howland. The
new Howland and Aspinwall firm generated great igoin the China
trade, and in 1837 William Henry Aspinwalls fortumeas estimated to
be greater than Cornelius Vanderbilt's. Rildta trade ventures
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included building America's oldest steamship limel sseveral railroads,
and, like most other China traders, participatmghilanthropy.

Aspinwall was considered both an honest and a pioas, and has
been referred to as a visionary. He was a cofounfi¢he Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York and led America in new vadtures
around the world while he lived quietly in New York

Aspinwall claimed that his Panama Railroad, whichswerected
before the famous canal, could be built in six rhentNot having trav-
eled there himself, he didn't realize that thetfilsirteen miles went
through dense jungles and impenetrable swampd filiéh poisonous
insects and snakes. From mosquitoes and sand tliealligators and
other hazards, the area was know as a pestholetfrerdays of Spanish
exploration. General Grant, who visited the corttom site, described
the conditions of the rainy season as "beyond bgffe

The conditions took their toll on the workers, whéien toiled in
mud up to their necks, fighting off the swarmingeénts from sunrise
to sunset. Sickness and disease—including cholelgw fever, small-
pox, and dysentery—claimed many lives, as did harsatment similar
to what was enacted on slaves. A commonly toldystarids that there
was a dead Irishman for every railroad tie. Howlaaad Aspinwall
declared the death toll at one thousand, but estsnactually run up to
six thousand. Chinese workers, called coolies, wftb hard labor for
low wages, were imported. Eight hundred arrivedp thwundred sur-
vived. Many committed suicide by hanging themselvpaying com-
panions to stab or shoot them, or simply drownihgniselves in the
ocean. Aspinwall was in New York at the time, whem®nically to
modern sensibilities, he helped created the Sodetythe Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals.

Like their Boston counterparts, New York's firstriities used mar-
riage to ensure that their wealth and prominenceldvaemain intact.
Harriet Howland married James Roosevelt, Presiddfanklin
Roosevelt's great-grandfather, and Mary Aspinwallarmed Isaac
Roosevelt, the same president's grandfather. Theobdvary Aspinwall
and Isaac Roosevelt, James Roosevelt, married Babtmwland.
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THE ROOSEVELTS AND THE DELANOS

The Roosevelts and the Delanos were among Amerfaats Dutch

families. Claes Martenszen van Roosevelt arrivedAmerica before
1649 and died in 1660. Like John Jacob Astor, Resls only son,
Nicholas, got his start in the fur business. Hdum had two sons who
split the family into two lines: the Oyster Bay, WeYork line, from

which President Teddy Roosevelt was born, and tlgdeHPark New
York line of Franklin Delano Roosevelt. The Oystgay branch got
most of its wealth from the merchant business; kyele Park branch
invested primarily in real estate.

Membership in the elite societies of their day,luding Masonry,
and intermarriage increased the Roosevelt familytufe. Isaac
Roosevelt married into a sugar-trading family, whicften implied the
triangular trade of sugar, molasses, and slavegr Alie Molasses Act of
1733, anyone who wouldn't smuggle couldn't surviVle Roosevelts
survived and prosperédl,and Isaac's brother James joined the business.
Isaac became close with William Walton, and bothrevévolved in
founding the Bank of New York. James would also enak connection
to the Waltons when he married Maria Walton.

Other Roosevelts married Howlands and Aspinwallkictv is how
they were introduced to the China trade. The Howland Aspinwall
families were also active in building clipper shipsd later in the
steamship and railroad businesses.

By the 1820s the Roosevelt clan were more thanjgstithy; they
were also very well connected. James Roosevelt, abrRebecca
Aspinwall Roosevelt, sat on boards with the Vanisriand J. Pierpont
Morgan. James Roosevelt's son James "Rosy" Rooséedame
engaged to Helen Schermerhorn Astor. At their eegent party, one
of the guests in attendance was Sara Delano.

The Delanos were another of America's first famili®escendants
of a Huguenot family by the name of de la Noye, vileal Holland for
America, they arrived on the Fortune in 1621. Phidie la Noye came
to America at age nineteen and became a Massathlassetowner. He



Opium: From the Lodge to the Den 269

modified the spelling of his surname to Delano andrried into the
family of John and Priscilla Alden. Philip's sonhdimas Delano, mar-
ried the Alden's daughter, also named Priscillthoaigh the couple was
fined ten pounds for engaging in intercourse befloeewedding.

Farther down the family tree, Warren Delano, Frax'ékl grandfa-
ther, made his fortune in the opium business, istarthrough the
Grinnell firm. Warren's daughter Sara Delano becaime mother of
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Sara's sifdera married a
Forbes, and their sister Annie married Fred Hiteh, Russell and
Company associate in Shanghai.

The Delano family seemed to gravitate toward the aed the trad-
ing business. Warren Delano was an associate ads)&unosevelt's father
and was a partner in Russell, Sturgis, and Comgaiso known as
Russell and Company at various stages). Warren th@asChina repre-
sentative and owned a mansion in Macao. For a wiglaetired from
opium trading and sank his fortune into New Yorlklrestate and coal
and copper mines in Pennsylvania and Tennessee.

In August 1857 the failure of the Ohio Life Insucanand Trust
started a domino effect that wiped out many badsbut one bank in
New York suspended specie payment. By the end efydar, five thou-
sand businesses had failed, tens of thousands dfeveohad lost their
homes and jobs, and people starved and froze tih dedh in the cities
and in the coal towns. While his workers died, Warlived in Algonac,
his estate, complete with high-ceilinged rooms wittsewood furni-
ture, teakwood screens, potted plants, and Buddaillst.

Although Warren Delano suffered no loss of creattwmenforts, his
net worth suffered dearly. He was desperate to keiepstatus and
decided to go back to China and the drug-smuggtinginess; it was
the simplest way to rebuild his fortune. "It would denied in these
later years that the opium he bought and shippesl w@nded for the
tremendously profitable market provided by addictarites Kenneth
Davis, who mentions specifically that it was opiuemd not tea, that
brought wealth along with a touch of notoriélyBy this time the New
England drug smugglers were bringing the drug teeAcan addicts.
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The family later claimed that the opium Warren lgioiuto America
was for the relief of the Civil War wounded, but teturned to China
in 1859, which predated the Civil War by two years.

The future President Franklin Roosevelt announcéd éngage-
ment to Eleanor in grandfather Warren's room, sumded by China-
trade regalia. More prominent than his cousin Teday, Franklin took
his role in Masonry seriously, becoming active he tHolland No. 8
Lodge in New York City and a Scottish Rite TempicAlbany.

Theodore Roosevelt is famous, of course, as a fpiesident and for
leading the charge on San Juan Hill. Rooseveltldigyersona depicts
him as a "trustbuster,” fighting the giant Stand®@d and mediating
mining strikes. Despite his Masonic membership, &oav, he was far
from egalitarian. He was also closely tied to bigsihess, and was able
to raise the necessary corporate donations forcaislidacy; his trust-
busting activities, though, would leave him at oddth the Rockefeller
and Carnegie interests.

The twenty-sixth president of the United Statesois record as
being a racial elitist with an attitude that boeteron favoring ethnic
cleansing. He has been quoted as saying, "Somevdayill realize that
the prime duty, the inescapable duty of the goddren of the right
type is to leave his or her blood behind him in therld; and that we
have no business to permit the perpetuation oferi8 of the wrong
type." He also said, "l wish very much that the mggeople could be
prevented entirely from breeding... Criminals skido sterilized and
feebleminded persons forbidden to leave offsprifig."

While Teddy was crying out against the unwashed sems the
country was gripped by a fear of anyone who wa®ifm—Chinese,
African, Italian, or Eastern European. The EugenRscords Office
(ERO) was created and funded by the wealthiest Ipeop the day to
reduce the population of the poor. The ERO, whicaswunded by
John D. Rockefeller, the Carnegie Institution, @eoEastman, and the
widow of E. H. Harriman, singled out specific undaBle traits, from
alcoholism to an inordinate love of the sea, arehtkought to sterilize
those who exhibited such traits. The movement gnesmerica and
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was adopted by Nazi Germany, which then showedwbed the ulti-
mate expression of these beliefs.

President Grant and Julia Dent

The Delano family's influence continued, as SushnB&lano married
Captain Noah Grant in June 1746. They had a sorhNmao a sea cap-
tain, who married Rachel Kelly. They also had a 3esse, who married
Hannah Simpson. Jesse and Hannah Grant's son waseblSimpson
Grant, the renowned Civil War general and U.S. idesg, who married
Julia Dent.

The Dent family of England ranked alongside thedid@s and
Mathesons in the opium tradeput the prosperity of the trade may not
have extended to the American Dents. The Memoir§uti& Dent Grant
mentions her father as a prosperous landowner désde from a
Maryland plantation owner and her mother's fattermaaChina trader in
the firm of Wrenshall, Peacock, and Pillon. The Aicen
Dents were a New England family who took part i tharly China
trade first by exporting ginseng to that countrylia] Dent's mother and
father came to the Midwest to trade along the Msppi River with
Edward Tracy.

Ulysses Grant was a late bloomer who had driftedird¢o failure
and disgrace during his early army career. He drankhe point that
he was broke and finally resigned from the army. faiéed at farming,
failed at selling real estate, and made only a siodeome as a clerk
until someone convinced him to return to the miitaThe Civil War
saved his reputation and gained him the presideoficythe United
States.

AMERICA'S MERCHANT FAMILIES GO TO WAR

The elite merchant families of Boston and New Yarew wealthy in
the opium trade, which was inherited from Engla@hina, however,
suffered.

The Chinese rapidly became addicted in increasimgbers. The
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importation of opium chests numbered five thousand 821 and grew
to thirty-nine thousand by 1837. This figure reprdgs 6,630,000
pounds of opium. Soon the addiction reached thalrpglace. Emperor
Tao Kwong lost three sons to drug addiction, andias estimated that
China had four to twelve million addicts.The emperor conducted a
study of the effects of opium on his country. Heswald that for the
first time his treasury was being drained of silwather than being
resupplied by the tea trade. Brigandage plaguedhihbways. Soldiers
refused to fight, and when coerced to fight agaimtster warlords the
soldiers were defeated. It was obvious that coiwaptvas spreading in
the army and the civil service. Mandarins were tady bribed to allow
the importation of illegal products. And at Cantthre marketplace was
stocked with the apparatus of the opium trade.

The emperor ordered a crackdown and numerous dsegs uvere
arrested. To drive home the emperor's point, ammpmerchant was
publicly crucified in Canton. A Chinese boat wasugia unloading
opium believed to have been bought from Thomas iRerkAt first
nothing was done, but then all trade came to a kaitthe day Bennett
Forbes became a partner at Russell and Compangotmplained that
they could not unload a chest of opitinRussell and Company made
an announcement that it would cease trading opilimn.agent, John
Green, sent instructions to India to stop all opitrading. But it was
too late for them and for others. The agent of éhgeror, Lin Tse-hsu,
surrounded all the British and American ships aobjected them to
house arrest. He then confiscated twenty thous#edts of opium and
staged the Chinese version of the Boston Tea Paniing the opium
with lime and throwing it into the water. Russelda Company lost
1,400 chests, Jardine and Matheson lost 7,000 s;hastl the British
Dent and Company lost 1,700 chests.

Even after the destruction of millions of dollassbrth of drugs,
the house arrest continued. Wealthy Americans inn&hincluding
Warren Delano, A. A. Low, and John Green, were ddrto do without
servants and had to cook for themselves for tts fime. The punish-
ment was considerably less harsh than that inflioretheir Chinese
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partners in the trade, who were jailed and quieklgcuted.

Finally the opium debate reached Parliament. Staas like
William Gladstone decried the trade in opium ansl éffect on the
Chinese, but in the end the money was the key. drthg way to com-
pensate the British businessmen for their loss teasleclare war on
China. The brief war compelled China to sign a tiregiving the
British Hong Kong and access to its markets.

THE LEGACY OF THE CHINA TRADE

The area that would become Hong Kong replaced ithe islands and
floating warehouses that served as the storagétiscifor opium. From
Hong Kong, ships could sail up along the coast gprbad opium to
even greater numbers of the Chinese population. aBig with legal-
ity came a decrease in profits. The shipping firatled the Peninsula
and Oriental Steamship line allowed Chinese buyerplace orders for
opium directly with India, eliminating the Britishiddleman.

But some companies thrived in the new situation: fhe firm of
Jardine and Matheson, the Opium War representedtva leginning.
Made famous by the James Clavell novel Noble Housedine and
Matheson, the house that opium built, grew and e as a result of
having the power of England behind it. Today Simand Henry
Keswick, direct descendants of William Jardine, the company, which
is not known to have broken English or Chinesesridimce the Opium
War days. It has its many tentacles in shipping, @unard Line, trad-
ing, auto sales, brokerage, engineering, restasrantl hotels, property
investment and management, insurance, and banking.

The power Jardine and Matheson once wielded in donid no
longer as strong, as the company was unable tougees Margaret
Thatcher to hang on to Hong Kong. In 1984 Hong Kaves thirteen
years away from reverting back to Chinese ruledidarand Matheson
moved its exchange listing to Singapore, which riated China. The
hard feelings between the company and modern Chiilh persist.
Jardine and Matheson is thought by many, incluthipa, to have
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played a role in getting Chris Patten appointed ¢Hétng's last gov-
ernor under British rule. Patten's democratic mefyr and Henry
Keswick's criticism of China after Tiananmen Squerel989, have kept
the relationship tenuod8.In 1995 more than half of Jardine's profits
were still earned in China and Hong Kong.

A competing company from the Persian-English fanmify Sassoon
also had a major part in the China trade. Like rtf&gottish counter-
parts the Sassoons brought opium to China, butsthveas homegrown.
Saleh Sassoon was the treasurer to the Ahmet Pashgovernor of
Baghdad. When the pasha was overthrown, the familgved to
Bombay. Sassoon's son David became a merchant asdgvanted a
license to trade in Indian opium and cotton. Theiu®pWars were a
brief setback, but David's son Edward Albert brdugipium profits
home to England, where he increased the familyuf@tin the textile
trade. Being knighted by the queen was Edward'samédwor his con-
tribution to the economy. And marrying a Rothschildhs a means of
ensuring his power.

THE OPIUM LEGACY IN AMERICA

For their part in the drug business the Americamsk thome a lot of
money. In 1844 Caleb Cushing created the Americggaty with
China, which officially allowed American ships inet China trade.

After the wars in China the drug-smuggling businbesame more
dangerous, as there was Asian competition and tivere much faster
steamships. British and American firms started dirig drugs to safer
shores—their own. In Britain, the cities of Livegdo Dover, Bristol,
and even London were the import drug centers. Tdas around the
time that the attempts to regulate opium use becseneus:” Between
pre- and post-Opium Wars the opium imports in Endldripled to
280,000 pound¥ The drug was even prescribed to children in such
concoctions as Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup, andiad mothers dis-
covered it was an easy way to terminate an unwambexjnancy.
Opium would be regulated as a poison in 1868, hiltowt substantial
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penalty. Opium's derivative morphine was soon these of massive
addiction of returning Crimean War veterans, wharded to inject the
drug.

The drug trade in Europe became widespread, amést the prod-
uct of an alliance between criminal families frorarieus nations and
Swiss and German pharmaceutical companies. A latgeber of these
firms were happy to deal with the smugglers, simphipping drugs
under deliberately misleading labéfs.For instance, German firms
shipped heroin, the latest derivative of opium,aapirin. Turkey was the
one nation that resisted the demands of the Leaifudlations and
profited from its own production of opium. Turkewlth out until 1931,
when it officially closed its factories. Bulgariadgk up the slack.

The drug trade, of course, never stopped. Moreraack customers
bought the products, and as regulation grew, sotltédprofits from the
trade. The only part that has changed is the lef/@iolence. When cor-
porations controlled the industry, they had no néedcompete differ-
ently from how they had in selling other productg/hen the
corporations were replaced by criminals, those Viéibthe need to get
rid of the competition often killed it.

In 1840 New Englanders imported twenty-four thowusgsounds
of opium into the United States. This garnered mattkention, but the
U.S. reaction was to slap a duty on the productigDmporters, once
dependent on a small group of addicts in their Hantk soon had
thousands as the Civil War saw an increase in pbest opium and
opium abuse. Horace Day wrote The Opium Habit, bignthe Civil
War for the massive spread of addiction.



Chapter 16

WEALTH: THE LEGACY OF
THE OPIUM TRADE

N ew England always had an elite class. Some of #nky éamilies
were wealthy or at least titled in England, whilehers were
prominent in their respective churches. For nedolyr hundred years
status was accorded by just how far back the faméyne could be
traced. There were two classes of people who came edrly
Massachusetts: the original blue bloods, the maligidissenters from the
East Anglia district north of London, and a moreogmphically varied
group of "others."

The blue bloods became Massachusetts's first arginalr upper
class. They were Puritans led by John Winthrophef East Anglia town
of Groton. Winthrop was likened to the biblical Memiah, who led his
people out of Babylonian captivity. In England tRaritans might have
made up 20 percent of the population; in East Andgliwas closer to
40 percent. The map of New England provides thelemde of the
Puritan infiltration: Boston, Ipswich, Lynn, Norfql Suffolk, and Essex
are among the many town names brought to sevehteentury New
England from the mother country. Puritans were imd aut of favor
and risked persecution as the kings of England cantewent, married,
or converted. The New World, they hoped, would pewelief and the
Puritan version of religious freedom.

The second group was from a much wider geograpdmgea. This
included Huguenots who fled Catholic persecutiokriance and were
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not always welcome in other countries. In 1585 Hudict of Nantes
gave them religious freedom, but it was later mded. Troops in
Catholic France supervised the reconversion. Thisnpted many fam-
ilies, including the Faneuils, Bowdoins, Reveras] ®livers, to relocate
to New England. It brought the Jays and BayarddNéw York! The

Huguenots were merchants first, and because ofpthearious nature
of their existence and survival in Europe, they ev@ossibly a much
more adaptable people.

Prestige was brought from Europe, achieved with tfumey accu-
mulated in the New World, or acquired by marriaBg. the late seven-
teenth century distinctions among European branfisPmtestantism
were blurred and the struggles pitted the Englisttd3tants against the
Scottish and Irish Catholics. The English favoredrliBmentary rule
while the Catholic Irish and Scots often favore@ #ing, especially if
it was a Stuart king.

Boston was a microcosm of this old society, whéwe top tier of a
class system was built on status in Europe anchénchurch and was
later joined by those who made their fortunes ie tNew World.
Members of this class were bent on self-presematiod accomplished
this in many ways: intermarriage, dominance in bess and politics,
and endowment of public institutions. Cabots madrridowells,
Roosevelts married Astors, and Paines married Wystn Such names
were like tribal tattoos; they indicated royal lge and thus prestige.
Names also served to exclude certain groups, aegspre was put on
individual family members to marry within their sta.

Fortunes amassed in real estate, privateering, haeting, or smug-
gling were reinvested in railroads, textile millssurance companies, and
banks, allowing the elite class to control the @op. Money bought
politicians and elected those who chose to braee phlitical waters.
Money—often from opium trading, smuggling, and slawvading—was
used as an endowment to build educational ingiitgtiand buy pro-
fessorial chairs that would then control just whowd be approved to
enter the elite and how history would be viewed.

The universities and museums determined how therfisooks
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would be written. They could color the past to ghiémselves or oth-
ers.The opium clippers were referred to as "teppelis."The slave trade
became the "sugar and molasses trade." Wartimétgeohg and price
gouging were simply not discussed. Slave tradere wikre now bank
presidents were "prominent businessmen." And maegple whose
fortunes were built on opium and slave trading beesahose promi-
nent businessmen.

THE APPLETONS

The Appletons' fortune began to accumulate alm@sinutheir landing
in the New World in the seventeenth century, buiéts later enhanced
by association with the China trade and with cremyi The family lived
at the pinnacle of Boston society, which was ref@rto as the Boston
Associateg, a tight-knit group that included two Appletons, Gabot-
Lowell, two Jacksons, and a handful of others whauld lay the foun-
dation of New England industry.

The Appleton family can be traced to the sixteeg#ntury in
England. Samuel Appleton (1766-1853) fought in KiRgilip's War
and was a member of the first provincial councidam Connecticut
judge. He also owned a sawmill and invested in artyeronworks in
Massachusetts. An Appleton married a Perkins inl12&hd descendants
of the earliest settlers include Jane Means Appl&ierce, who became
the first lady to the fourteenth president, FramkRierce; and Calvin
Coolidge, the thirtieth president.

Samuel Appleton started the family in the textilssiness and made
significant investments in real estate and railsobade married Mary
Gore. Appleton was actively involved in the Masassgits Historical
Society, was a trustee of Massachusetts Hospital,véas a contributor
to Dartmouth, Harvard, and the Boston Female Asylum

Nathan Appleton (1779-1861) was a founder of thest&o
Manufacturing Company, the Waltham Cotton Factatye Hamilton
Company, and numerous other mills. The Appletorienca with the
Lowells, Jacksons, and Thorndikes, brought to Matsssetts the first
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looms that operated in the United States. As arbey are responsi-
ble for putting both Waltham and Lawrence, Massaehs, and
Manchester, New Hampshire, on the map as textiteesci Nathan

Appleton was one of the founders of the textiley aitubbed Lowell

after John Lowell, scion of another New Englandtfiamily. Appleton

served several terms in the Massachusetts staitdaliege and the U.S.
House of Representatives, and he also became amipeg of the

Boston Athenaeum.

Nathan owned ships, founded banks and insuranceamies, and
invested in railroads and in infrastructure prggedtis brother William
became president of the Boston branch of the Uniiadtes Bank.
Appletons, Jacksons, and Lowells controlled therdboaf the Suffolk
Bank, which acted as the central bank for New Emtjla

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was lucky enough to bernbinto
one of New Hampshire's first families, the Wadswsytwhich afforded
him the ability to travel throughout Europe and tewrpoetry. He mar-
ried Frances Appleton, the daughter of Nathan Applewhich sub-
stantially increased Longfellow's wealth. The Lagpiw House in
Cambridge was a gift from his father-in-law. Longfes owned shares
in at least five textile companies that his fatietaw invested in, and
when his friend and contemporary Charles Dickersitad the mills of
Lowell, it is no small wonder he compared them fabdy to England's.

Jesse Appleton was a man of principle. He servethaspresident
of Bowdoin College, where Longfellow had been adsti and a pro-
fessor. Jesse's daughters benefited from bothti®rs and his lessons
and developed a knack for marrying well. DaughteanEes married a
Bowdoin professor. Daughter Mary married John Ajken prominent
attorney and significant investor in the textildustry.

Despite the family's involvement in the China tradane Appleton
had a sense of morality that seems at odds withfdreune. When she
met Franklin Pierce, who attended Bowdoin, he wasdying to
become an attorney. The Appleton family discouragieel match, as
Pierce was not as prominent as the Appletons, wespé fact that his
father was the governor of New Hampshire.
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Pierce entered politics early, a career that wemdhin hand with
being an attorney. He was a Jacksonian, whichdpittien against the
Whig class of Massachusetts's monied elite, bubhatsame time he was
pro-slavery. Pierce soon retired from politics tdis as a private in the
war against Mexico. He emerged a general and ahsas. When his
war hero status raised his value as a candidagrcdPiwas swept into
national politics by the same faction that had reedo Taylor. Jane
Appleton Pierce did all she could to keep her hodb&om becoming
a presidential candidate. His getting the party ination caused her to
faint, and for a while she fought his going to Wagton, as it had a
reputation for hard drinking that to her was imnhora

Incredible tragedy struck Jane and Franklin Pieasetheir third and
only surviving son was killed on the way to the ugaration in
Washington. Jane avoided public life, and a chitdhdriend took her
place at White House functions.

Pierce was a one-term president who had a flaircfeating divi-
siveness. He was the first president to appoinbma-Rrotestant cabinet
member. The postmaster general was James Campbé&lknnsylvania
Catholic whose appointment and reception of a paleégate helped
create the backlash that would become the Know-Ngtl{American
nativist) party. Pierce endorsed the Kansas-Nehr&ik, which was the
eye of the slavery hurricane and led to the spijttof the Democratic
party and the ending of the Whig party—and the ttweaof the
Republican party. He brought England and Americdh® verge of war
for a third time over policy and further straineelations with Europe
when plans to annex Cuba were leaked to the Eunopesss.

Pierce's attorney general, Caleb Cushing, was ébk power behind
the "throne." The thirty-third-degree Mason and uopitrader was the
grand master to the divisive politics that threatérihe nation. Pierce's
secretary of war, Jefferson Davis, completed thespwacy, leading the
Southern states into war against the Union.

Jane Appleton's marriage to Pierce was not the oahnection the
Appleton family had to the presidency. Nathan Appte became
father-in-law to Thomas Coolidge, whose descendantid also reach
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the White House. Coolidge money too had been isegtain the
China trade, and Thomas Coolidge had no qualmstaddmitting his
devotion to the acquisition of wealth, as "moneyswaecoming the
only real avenue to power and success both soclly in the regard

of your fellow-men.® Coolidge money was spread at Harvard and at
the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, among otherita$ons. Coolidge
money would also start the United Fruit Companyjciwhinked other
prominent New England families for a hundred years.

THE CABOTS

Samuel Eliot Morison, one of America's highest adtles on the his-
tory of the sea trade, writes, "Seaboard Massattisubas never known
such a thing as social democracy. . . . InequalitifE wealth have made
political democracy a sharf."Writing on the mansions of pre-
Revolutionary New England, which include George &@ab at

Beverly, Jonathan Jackson's at Newburyport, andn Jbleard's at
Ipswich, Morison points to the sea as the sourceweélth. Bluntly

referring to the Revolution as an effect of Geotlje harsh maritime

policy, Morison calls Boston the headquarters @& fRevolution. What
England called smuggling, he emphasizes, Americalied free trade.

The Cabot family began the family fortune upon\airiin America,
when John Cabot emigrated from the Channel IslandSalem in 1700.
His son Joseph became a successful merchant andednanto the
Higginson family, one of the most prominent in tiwony.

George Cabot was the seventh of Joseph's elevddreshi and
despite his Harvard education he was shipped off @sbin boy under
the command of two older brothers. Their fatheh$ps were active
with the Spanish colonies in the trade of rum aisth, ftwo staples of
the slave plantations. At age eighteen George wadentaptain. After
four years at sea, George married and took ovdragesin the distillery
business from his wife's side of the family, aslwasl control of his broth-
ers' shipping interests. George made his last @ydgage twenty-seven,
at which time he was already a captain of industry.
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The Revolutionary War was great business for Geagde fitted
out forty ships as privateers and shared richlymany prizes. What
Cabot and his fellow merchants had fought for, dditon to prizes,
was to make a union of the colonies in the belnst tit would expand
their mercantile business. And for a while it did.1784 George Cabot
was already trading through the Baltic Sea, pidngethe Russian
trade with his ships Bucanier and Commérte.1787, with the war at an
end, the Cabot family established the Beverly QGottdanufactory.
Cabots also owned fishing fleets in Beverly, whied Senator George
Cabot to draft and push through an act giving fisten a bounty to
expand the codfishing business.

From 1789 to 1799 Alexander Hamilton had dictatkd financial
and foreign policy for the nation's first two adisinations. His privy
council was called the Essex Juhtblade up of George Cabot, Stephen
Higginson, Jonathan Jackson, John Lowell, and Tlomigkering, the
Junto almost created a second revolution when ttieigs of Jefferson
were not in accord with the council's own finandérests.

The fortunes of the Essex Junto were made modgiiy the sea and
from unrestricted trade. Its credit needs were nmttby the infant gov-
ernment in Washington but by the same facilitiesmimers had relied
on before the Revolution: the London banking hou3d®e Essex Junto
was actually a traitorous conspiracy, as it brolkeya from the United
States because of Jefferson's embargo. When honoagaimis fellow
aristocrats, George Cabot was a pillar of the campaciety; outside
New England he was an anarchist, a charge he hade ragainst
Jefferson. The conspiracy blew over as the embaggolifted.

Senator George Cabot, whose mother was Elizabetigition,
married his first cousin, also named Elizabeth Higgn. The union
was one of many dynastic marriages among the opfamilies who
became the Brahmin class of Boston. George furtleenented his role
in the establishment by serving as president ofBbston branch of the
United States Bank, as director of Suffolk Insumnand as president of
Boston Marine Insurance.

The next famous Cabot was Edward (1818-1901) hineé of
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eleven children of Samuel Cabot and Eliza Perkidsughter of

Thomas Handasyd Perkins). The offspring of two e most powerful

China trading families, Edward Cabot decided to &esheep farmer.
After losing a fortune in that business in lllinoise returned home and
became an architect. Edward would get commissienglesign Johns
Hopkins University and the Boston Athenaeum, bothwhich were

financed by family.

The best-known Cabot might be Henry Cabot Lodgeiaavard
Ph.D. historian-turned-politician. A true elitisthe fought against
women's suffrage and even against the direct eleatf U.S. senators.
To foster these elitist politics the Cabot familpgdewed organizations
such as the Brookings Institute, where world lesaddke James
Wolfensohn of the World Bank; Henry Schacht of Wagy Pincus;
David Rockefeller; and Barton Biggs of Morgan Segnlbridge the
corporate-political divide and influence governmpalicy.

THE LOWELLS

A Boston elitist saying holds that the Lowells dpemly to the Cabots,
and the Cabots speak only to God.

The Lowell family achieved its status in Brahmirtisty by its early
arrival in the colonies and its development of Nawyiport as an early
center of shipbuilding and a merchant communitye Tdarly families
did everything they could to preserve their stadnsl wealth, including
marrying into other wealthy and prestigious fansilie

John Lowell was part of the class of 1721 at Hatvand shared
classrooms with Hancocks, Winslows, Hutchinsong] &toolcotts. A
great example of what the dynastic marriage cardyre is the rela-
tionship of John Lowell and Jonathan Jackson. J6Gid Judge"
Lowell, a Harvard graduate in 1761, married thegiéer of Stephen
Higginson, a leading merchant, and Elizabeth CaHajginson. As
Lowell was a lawyer, this connection maintained stigtus in the mer-
chant community, which had already been establilydas family.

John's close friend Jonathan Jackson had inhevitaty thousand
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pounds and married the daughter of Patrick Tracg, of Bostons rich-

est merchants. The marriage increased Jacksonlthveeal his status as a
merchant, and extended his connections into Englandhecessary con-
nection for financing. For Jackson, John Lowellresented connections;
for John Lowell, Jackson meant more clients. Theartnership was

cemented by marriage between the families. Johnellewson, Francis

Cabot Lowell, was born to his second wife, SusabdCaFrancis Cabot

Lowell married Hannah, the daughter of Jacksontasdirst wife.

John and Elizabeth Lowell were New England's finestple, and
their Boston home on High Street was next doorhiat tof their best
friends, the Jacksons. From this power base thermea were able to
increase their fortunes, thanks to the Revolutidohn represented the
business affairs of British families, handled thilsaof leading patricians
in Boston, collected seven hundred separate felededeto privateer
actions, and was in charge of liquidating many FTomned properties
after the war. His legal machine benefited from &adion in the early
politics of the new country.

John Lowell served as a member of the State Catistial
Convention, which advocated that "all men are bfree and equal,”
but it is doubtful that he personally advocated hssentiments. Both
Lowell and best friend, Jackson, were slave owngwhn Lowell has the
distinction of being the last man in Boston to cavblack slave.

After the war the classes were further divided imekica as eco-
nomic depression and higher taxation struck home.huge chasm
existed between the haves and the have-nots, amdLolwvells were
among those who had it all. In order to have a eléx keep it all,
Lowell, along with members of the Russell and Hmggin families,
started the Massachusetts Bank, which became tis¢ Rational Bank
of Boston.

While the Lowell family wealth was already one bEtgreatest and
they were one of the most powerful clans in the rewntry, Francis
Cabot Lowell further increased the family wealtdamade an imprint
on the American textile industry

In England, Richard Arkwright launched the industrevolution
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by bringing machinery to the textile industry, whiovas formerly
dependent on people in their homes. Spinning, rgrdand weaving
yarn on hand looms was the original cottage ingust% woman often
went to a storekeeper, bought the yarn on consighnmend returned
woven cloth to earn a profit. Women could weavehaine while earn-
ing a wage at the same time. The industrial reimiutvould change
the home-based industry to a factory-based onetingtawith the spin-
ning frame, the first fully powered machine forraging yarn.

An assistant to Richard Arkwright, Samuel Slategnmorized the
design of the spinning frame and brought it to Aiocgr where slave
trader Moses Brown financed the first cotton-spigni wheel in
Pawtucket, Rhode Island. For Brown it was a natpralgression from
one type of cruel labor to another; instead of eitiplg captive labor,
there was an entire new class of labor ready tadsgl—children. The
company Brown built was named in honor of the maeki inventor,
Arkwright.

Francis Cabot Lowell followed Brown's example ancentv to
England in 1810 to get plans for his own factorys First factory would
be a partnership with brother-in-law Tracy Jacksasmwell as with Paul
Moody and Nathan Appleton. Lowell's mill combinelll the operations
of making raw cotton into finished clothes. As soas he realized it
could be done, he used his political influence testp for high duties
on imported cloth, in order to lessen his compmtiti

Lowell's inner circle of Boston Associates thenged for a loca-
tion to build even larger mills. They found thattleonfluence of the
Concord and Merrimack Rivers was perfect for prongdthe water-
power needed to power their looms. Thus the sldapying village of
East Chelmsford was turned into a factory villagked Lowell.

Lowell was much more than a single factory; it was first corpo-
rate town. Several corporations were formed andutscavere sent
throughout the state to find the necessary machjerators. Children
were the best source of labor. Times were tough dnildren as young
as ten were in great supply. The youngest of theofa girls were "dof-
fers," doffing, or taking off, the full bobbins fnothe spinning frames
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and replacing them. These girls worked fourteen-hadeys, starting at
five in the morning, for the munificent sum of twollars a week.

As in mining towns, unscrupulous textile operatavsuld often
allow workers to run up charges at factory stofBise combination of
inflated prices and accumulated debt ensured ttakews would stay.
The women and children brought to the factory tosften could not
afford to leave, their condition reduced to someghnot much differ-
ent from slavery.

The elite factory owners were able to color thimiferently. John
Greenleaf Whittier, poet and newspaper editor,dliiveear Lowell and
wrote of the mill town, describing it as a "city rsming up like the
enchanted palaces of Arabian Tales." These brialatgs" ran six days a
week, fourteen hours a day, and when it was darlalevbil lamps
extended the day. The living conditions were wor&ecommodations
were in blocks of sixteen "houses," with five hugdirpeople forced to
use one privy. In another tenement in Lowell theatds had to carry
their waste, human and otherwise, to Austin Averineanother Lowell
block the commissioners counted 396 people livimg donditions
Whittier described as filthy, unsanitary, foul, amdetched. But the
women had to live there as a condition of their leyiment. What Mr.
Whittier and other writers who were tainted by #osho paid their
salaries seemed to miss, a Massachusetts labor issioner pointed
out: The state's laws protected horses betterghaple’

Despite the conditions, the wage was higher thateemage girl
could make outside the factory system, and childrenld send home
money to their families. Despite the abuses, théwarkers did not
fight for raises. Eventually they were forced tghti to keep the same
wage, as factory owners started cutting wages aftenpetition from
other mills grew. The plight of the mill women aehéd national atten-
tion many decades later when seventy-three-yearfdldry Jones
marched with several hundred textile workers, ladlfthem under the
age of sixteen, from Philadelphia to New York taitviPresident Teddy
Roosevelt. By this time American mills and minespéyged two mil-
lion children. Marching in rags, many of the wormaissing fingers
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from machine accidents, the group attempted to calla New York
senator first and then on Teddy Roosevelt at hisisioa. Both men
avoided the demonstration, but the public outcrgated by the march
finally led to child protection laws.

Although many of New England's elite kept their flgmmoney
and power intact, it was the Cabot name that reecain political force.
Henry Cabot Lodge served in Congress and the Sefnate 1893 to
1924 and was even nominated for president by TeRldgsevelt at the
1916 Republican Convention. Lodge's grandson HeGapot Lodge
was John F. Kennedy's ambassador to South Vietaadhwas involved
heavily in the secret negotiations that led to #ssassination of South
Vietnam's president, Ngo Dinh Diem.

CHASING THE DRAGON

After the first Opium War, the California gold rudtiverted attention
from the opium trade in China. The great rush tachethe West meant
there was more money to be made shipping goodsaldofdia than
to China. The eastern magnates, made wealthy byghen trade, were
the driving force behind the rush to build a tramgmental railroad.
With slavery banned, the next best labor was ingabidnd cheap. The
railroad owners turned to China, where coolies,uaskilled laborers,
could be carried over on ships along with opium.

Many Chinese desired to leave their country as damand taxes
hurt farming. Many of the immigrants came from teBame coastal
provinces where the opium business had thrived. fileans of getting
out of China was as harsh as the immigration ondbath ships from
Ireland—sometimes worse. Dubbed the pig trade, itth@igrants were
treated like slaves as they got on the transpapsstwhich were often
managed by Americans. The Chinese were marked tivéhletter C for
their destination, California. They commited thelmss to an inden-
ture period that many did not understand. Thousamdsild be
"relieved" of their obligation, as the death rataswa startling 40 per-
cent, higher than that of the African slave trade.
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Most of the immigrants whose passage was paid—atptlice of
indenture—were men who were destined to work on rdikoads. To
service the men, Chinese overseers bring them dangs occasionally
prostitutes. Many of the women brought to servepasstitutes were
sold by their families or kidnapped; some were agng as eight years
old.*

Emigration from China spread the use of opium tosthalia and
Peru, two other common destinations, as well asCadifornia. In
America the nation was discovering the negativeslrafy addiction, but
there was no public outcry until opium became adssed with the
immigrants.

While in the grips of a new hysteria against imratigm and the
poor, the attitudes of Americans changed. One cabulg heroin in the
Sears catalog or at the grocery store and canrabise drugstore, but
now the American government and the Hearst mediggtstoto con-
vince Americans that such evils were being foistigpdn the country by
foreigners. The Chinese brought the opium, the Bamdé brought the
marijuana, and the blacks brought the cocaine. Aded of the Federal
Bureau of Narcotics, Harry J. Anslinger, and theatde newspapers
spoke out against anything that was associated pétiple of these her-
itages, including their music. Even the labor usiothreatened by the
large numbers of hardworking Asians, called then€s¢ drug smug-
glers™

The editorial opinion of the Hearst organizationrrmovied the posi-
tion of the Ku Klux Klan in seeking 100 percent "Aritanism."
Thomas Edison's first films were on the Chinese #mr alleged pro-
clivity for opium. Americans soon got the messaliewas one thing
when old women drifted off to sleep after sniffing opium pipe; it was
another when strangers were using the drug.

At the turn of the century, Roosevelt relied on terd to sup-
press Asian opium. Although it was ironic that thimeteenth-century
Roosevelts and Delanos had built a family fortune addicting
Chinese to opium, the tide had turned. America wa®king more
opium each year than the six largest nations obEiput together.
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The man who might be dubbed America's first drugrcAamilton

Wright, claimed that the Chinese brought the pnobleo American

shores and that opium's use had grown beyond thee&h workers.
He pointed out that five hundred thousand poundspifim were used
each year, and less than 10 percent was for legfifinmedicinal pur-
poses. Wright placed the blame on "ignorant phgegl and "law-defying
retail druggists,” and called on the country toablsh laws that would
curb opium use. But cocaine was also becoming popwand Wright
claimed, "It is current knowledge . . . where lamyembers of Negroes
congregate, cocaine is peddled pretty opetly."

The result of the racist hysteria was the Harrigah, which started
the ban on drugs such as heroin. The ban had tweediate results: It
drove the price of heroin up 1,500 perc¢gmind it induced the use of
the syringe to help addicts get more bang for tbeitks. Another long-
term effect was violence. As it was no longer agdtibat was used pri-
marily by middle-aged women, opium and heroin fouhd young and
the poor to be receptive and repetitive clientse Tkegal trade was the
source of wealth for those who braved the risksnew generation of
smugglers became America's legacy. And the poanéeathat you no
longer had to have a name like Cabot or Lowell éb rich in the drug
trade.



Chapter 17

THE POWER
OF THE NEW SKULL
AND BONES

One of the stranger buildings on the Yale Campuembédes a
mausoleum. Inside, a young man, one of fifteengmichosen
each year, lies naked in a coffin. He is not ddaljs reciting a sexual
autobiography of his life before being "tapped" ftbe Skull and Bones.
The ceremony is called Connubial Bliss, and it noutt helps the
bonding process that will last a lifetimeStanding around are the four-
teen other initiates and the current membershipy ate all seniors at
Yale. The goings-on get stranger, and it is saat thone would climb
to the top of nearby Weir Hall, one "could heaastfe cries and moans
coming from the bowels of the tomb.Unlike a normal fraternity, no
one actually resides in the building; it only cootdurituals there. Also
unlike a fraternity, the Skull and Bones initiateserge wealthier and
with connections that can ensure a lifetime of easc

Former president George Bush is one of those wiwldia in the
coffin. He is not the only famous member; his so@ofge W. Bush is
another. A third president, William Howard Taft, sva "Bonesman," and
his father, Alphonso Taft, was one of the founddrse odds of three
presidents coming out of the same fifteen-membgea- fraternity are
infinitesimal. Then again, the support from felloBonesmen means
they have clout—enough clout to get to the Whiteuséo The mem-
bership list of Skull and Bones is one of the ggstoncentrations of
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power in the United State. Names like Pillsbury]légg, Weyerhaeuser,
Phelps, and Whitney abound. They rule in the bgsingorld and they
rule in the political arena.

Besides the three presidents, numerous congressjungites, and
military leaders have been members of the Skull &uwhes. Rhode
Island Senator John Chafee is a member. SenatoerRdaft was a
member. Conservative William F. Buckley is a memband so is his
CIA-proponent brother, James. The CIA as an emplgy@ virtual class
reunion of Yale; both organizations have the sansus of Nathan
Hale? and both are regarded as a "campus,” which isanasual desig-
nation for the headquarters of a government iggtice unit. And
among the active Yale class reunion at Langley, bezship in Skull and
Bones is regarded as a most prominent backgrouhne.dlrector of per-
sonnel in the early years was F. Trubee Davisonp wlas made a
Bonesman in 1918. When the CIA made Chile safetter interests of
American businessmen, the deputy chief of stati@s Bonesman Dino
Pionzio. Bonesman Archibald MacLeish started hiseea in intelli-
gence and then moved to fellow Bonesman Henry kutéhe maga-
zine. MacLeish s appointment to an intelligenceitgos was granted by
another member of Yale's secret societies, Wilm&fieldon Lewis of
the Scroll and Key.

McGeorge Bundy, the man who gave us a war in Viatns a
member of the Skull and Bones. William Sloane Cpffvho went from
the CIA to protesting the war, is also a membersdell Davenport,
founder of Fortune, is a Bonesman. Senator JohbeBSoKerry, an heir
to the China trading Forbes family, is also a membe

For many, note the authors of Wise Men, Six Frieadd the World
They Made, "Membership in a senior society at Maées the capstone of
a successful career at Yale. The oldest and giedatdeed the most leg-
endary ... was Skull and Bones." Two of those sienfls alluded to in
the book's title were Skull and Bones members Wiili Averill
Harriman and Robert Abercrombie Lovett. When Haammcarried
secret dispatches in the First World War, he cottesin 322, a code
understood only by Bonesmen. When third wife ParGéiarchill
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asked Harriman about it in 1971, he told her hadroutell even her.

For those who wonder what goes on inside the irateg of this
guasi-Masonic sanctuary, there are few answera. Bonesman is in a
room and the subject of the organization comes hgp,not only will
not reply but also he will leave the room. The sataken among the
bones and skulls of celebrity skeletons have nbeen broken. Nor has
the power.

In recent years Ron Rosenbaum and Antony Suttothoesi of
America's Secret Establishment, have shed liglthersecret organization.
The Skull and Bones is the beneficiary of a triett g by the Russell
and Company heirs. How much money from the vastn&hrading
fortune went into the Russell Trust Associationuisknown, but each
tapped member starts with fifteen thousand dolemd countless valu-
able connections. Old-money names include Adamsxdu Cheney,
Lord, Stimson, and Wadsworth. New-money names delidarriman,
Rockefeller, Payne, and BuShverill Harriman, of the Wall Street firm
Brown Brothers Harriman, is another member and plé¢ron of the
Bush fortune. And Brown Brothers Harriman is thepastory of the
Skull and Bones's funds.

From this remarkable base of power the heirs toRlssell Trust
maintain control as the inner circle of power. Ttwater circle, which
consists of organizations that exist in at leashis#aylight, include the
Trilateral Commission, the Brookings Institute, tl®uncil on Foreign
Relations, and the Round Tables of Commerce in nause cities.
These in turn ensure that the elite stay in contfoAmerican business,
government, universities, and the media. In factrewolving door of
Trilateral and Council on Foreign Relations membeeve in key
positions in both government and business. Theyenthak rules. They
allow themselves to use tax-free foundations touenghe ideas of the
ruling class will always prevail by funding the ¢ht" people and proj-
ects. The elite system perpetuates itself.

Though a blanket of secrecy protects the inner imgek of such
organizations, the secrecy has been under attachptil 2001 the New
York Observer and Ron Rosenbaum actually filmedstet rites of
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the Skull and Bones' initiation. Using high-techghtivision video

equipment, the organization—whose members gavén hot the OSS
and the CIA, filled numerous secretary of statetpoand served as
national security advisers—were spied on themselVdsile the vulgar

scene need not be retold in these pages, it woale tbeen a much
greater embarrassment if other media had carredttry further.

Is there a Skull and Bones agenda? Bonesmen "belipvthe
notion of ‘constructive chaos," which justifies edvaction," writes Joel
Bainerman in Inside the Covert Operations of thA @hd Israel's Mossad.
The foreign policy of the Bonesmen is almost alwagesried out
through a secret agenfalphonso Taft was secretary of war when he
pressured McKinley to declare war on Spain. AftecKlifley was assas-
sinated, Teddy Roosevelt took over and brought ameBman William
Howard Taft. Others of the order who have held iwarposts include
Henry Stimson, secretary of state under Hoover; eRohovett, secre-
tary of defense at the height of the Cold War; Gain&eorge Marshall,
who became Truman's secretary of state; McGeorgedyBuKennedy's
national security adviser; and Averell Harriman,bassador-at-large for
southeast Asia during Vietham. Following the Stimsdoctrine that
there should be regular periodic wars to divercaligent and rally the
nation to a single purpose, Bonesmen George Bush Ge&orge W.
Bush would uphold the tradition with brief militargxcursions in Asia
and Latin America.

Just how much clout has the order of the Skull 8othes exerted
on twentieth-century history? In Asia, American ipplstarted with the
policy of the New England opium families. After p#ag their fortunes
in Asia, the families turned their attention hometvéo railroads, mills,
and mines. An American presence remained in Chmamassionaries
then tried to "reform" the Chinese to further adcé&pestern ways.
Henry Luce was the son of a missionary to China.wés sent to Yale
for an education and was tapped for the Skull apdeB. In Whiteout:
The CIA, Drugs and the Press, Alexander Cockbuih Zeffrey St. Clair
write, "Tap Day was a critical turning point for ¢&1 He yearned to be
tapped for Skull and Bones, the supreme societialg, the ultimate
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honor.® With eighty-six thousand dollars borrowed mosttpni other
Yalies and family friends, Luce, with the help ofl¥ students serving
as assistants, started Time magazine, which watdd be Life magazine.

Luce married Clare Boothe Brokaw, who took as matlan inter-
est in China as he did. Together they acted on Ibeffathe China
Institute of America to bring Chinese students ke tUnited States.
Luce and his wife were very close to the ruling ri@se Soong family,
whose corrupt activities helped the rise of Comrmammi When Chiang
Kai-shek's army was defeated, Luce's China LobbyednJohn Foster
and Allen Dulles, the Rockefeller family, Thomasnma@nt, and Cardinal
Spellman to push for American assistance. Chiasg deedibility as his
army was defeated in one battle after another amdamd his family
looted three hundred million dollars of Americanndis. But Chiang
would not lose the support of Luce, who was stlbid that Mao Tse-
tung had beaten Chiang. Time magazine would cotigtatay up the
Nationalist cause.

Mao Tse-tung was a Yale student, perhaps as a mfsulice's China
efforts. The Yale Divinity School had establishedchamber of "branch"
schools in China, and Mao was their most famoudestu Although he
was not tapped for the Skull and Bones, just alewetry recent ambas-
sador to China was a Bonesman: George Bush, Wingicah and James
Lilley, all alumni of the Skull and Bones, all sedsras ambassador to
China.

With the outspoken Luce leading the way, Americas wallied to
take up the French battle in Vietham as a meansudfiling further
Communist expansion. The result was a long, drawtn-and expensive
war that took tens of thousands of lives and wrdakavoc on America
by bringing heroin addiction to eighty thousandireing war veterans.

The China Lobby and the Skull and Bones were firtnghind the
Vietham War, and they were unfortunately in positito ensure that
the war continued. The so-called best and the tagghlike Bonesmen
McGeorge Bundy, Henry Cabot Lodge, and Dean Achgsdrose son
is a Bonesman), gave bad advice to one presidéat ahother, while
Americans wondered how many lives the country wdnddorced to
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sacrifice twelve thousand miles away. The issuaydwer, was greater
than the war itself. The Yale-driven CIA had negéspped fighting and
then supporting the KMT army of Chiang Kai-shekd aoon the war
became a turf battle for blue-chip corporations ardg traffickers
alike!® The conflict in Vietham was a source of profits fhe corpora-
tions that received the greatest amount of busirfessn the war:
Textron's Bell Helicopter Company, chemical firmecluding Dow
Chemical and Monsanto, which produced Agent Oramagel other
defoliants, and construction company Brown and Raokey backer of

President Johnson.

THE UNITED FRUIT CONNECTION

Just as the debate on Vietnam was decided by afiiasd too would
relations with Latin America be decided by a fewhél the opium
business lost its luster, the Russell partners doopportunity else-
where. Joseph Coolidge, a Russell partner, turved the marine trade
heritage to his son Thomas Coolidge, who organideded Fruit. The
company started as a banana importer but soon leecaaster of the
so-called banana republics it controlled, owningpirthrailroads and
communications systems.

The Yale blue bloods and their CIA were firmly iontrol of the
company, which was also doing business with Newe@$ mobsters.
Joe Macheca, the reputed boss of organized crimé&éw Orleans,
merged his shipping line into United Fruit in 190dis underworld
successor, Charles Matranga, stayed close to Urhted throughout
his life, and at his funeral United Fruit executiveaid their respects.
The New Orleans mob was then controlled by Carladello, during
which time it imported morphine and cocaine fromndoras. In the
same year that Marcello took control, the boarddioéctors bought out
its greatest rival, Samuel Zemurray, with stockitsr company. A few
years later, when Zemurray became a nuisance asaml of directors
member, Thomas Cabot sacked him.

Later a new challenge emerged. Jacob Arbenz, tmed=tically
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elected president of Guatemala, decided the lamdidghbe given back
to the people, and so he had the audacity to buyetUriruit's land at
the value the company had stated it was wOrtbnited Fruit share-
holder John Foster Dulles said the country was murideCommunist-
type reign of terror and that America must HctMassachusetts
Congressman John McCormack assailed the Guatengdasrnment
for its attack on his constituents' investment, lakéeg that 90 percent
of New England's foreign investments were in Laimerica’* Senator
Henry Cabot Lodge, whose family owned stock, led titack® and

was joined by Thomas Cabot and his brother JohnrM@abot, assis-
tant secretary of state.

The United Fruit story was fed to the media andmirad in
Congress, and finally a top executive made the t¢asie Council on
Foreign Relations. The council hired a lobbyist,ofitas Corcoran, to
act as liaison to the CIA. Tommy the Cork, as he walled, was friends
with Walter Bedell "Beetle” Smith, the CIA directoCorcoran had
served as the legal representative to the CIA'difel in Laos and
Vietnam?!® The American intelligence agency actually had appetary
airline first called CAT, Civil Air Transport andater dubbed Air
America, that would be the subject of a 1990 mdwi¢he same title.

In 1954 the CIA used Honduras to topple the govemmof
Guatemala. A series of graft and drug scandals amddras brought
down the leadership in the 1970s, but the CIA esduhat Honduras
would be a main staging point for actions in nea®yatemala and
Nicaragua. When the showdown came with the DEA,ctwhivas mak-
ing the CIA uncomfortable, it was the DEA officeathclosed.” Despite
the so-called War on Drugs, the drug-free plan wagh less impor-
tant than the agenda of United Fruit, its sharedrgldand the CIA.

THE BUSH CONNECTION

George Bush's best-known He about taxes eclipseothier great He:
"Take my word, this scourge will stop,” which waartpof his inaugu-
ration speech. The amount of American heroin addighich dropped
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from five hundred thousand to two hundred thousanthe years after
Vietham, rose sharply again after America—throudte tClIA—Ilent

assistance to Afghanistan. The CIA backing of thg@um growers
fooled few. The president's Strategic Council orud®buse was frus-
trated enough by the CIA's silence on the issué ithpointed out in a
New York Times editorial that drug use would risistjas it did with the
CIA adventures in Laos. The prediction was corrast,the addict cen-
sus grew to 450,000 and heroin deaths in New Yode 77 percerif.

A creative form of the Skull and Bones constructilaos had the
government spending billions to fight a war on druand billions more
to jail users, while making the world safe for dilegds from the Afghan
hills to the Golden Triangle of southeast Asia tr@lHonduran coast.

GEORGE BUSH, GEORGE W. BUSH, AND DICK CHENEY

The Bush tradition in the Skull and Bones begarhv@eorge's father,
Prescott, who was a Bonesman and served in Arngfligence. At the
wedding of Prescott Bush and Dorothy Walker, fivenBsmen served
as ushers. Bush family members were close to thekdRellers and
Harrimans and served on numerous corporation boaf@sorge
Herbert Walker Bush was born and raised in Greemwi€onnecticut,
and schooled at Andover and Yale. With money frévw owner of the
Washington Post and connections from family and Banes cabal,
George headed to Texas to make his fortune.

Bonesman Henry Neil Mallon, one of four Mallons tine group,
gave George the chance to learn the oil businessigh his company,
Dresser Industries, which had been bought fronfatsding family by
Mallon with Harriman money. After George's appreeship at Dresser
he started his own company, Zapata Oil, with twetrgas. Zapata Oil
drilled in the eastern Gulf of Mexico. The companigland base in the
Cay Sal Bank would be used for CIA operations agja@astro. The Bay
of Pigs invasion in 1961 was actually known as @pen Zapata. Two
vessels used in the operation were Barbara and tblguthe names of
George's new wife and newly adopted horaseBl While it is
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generally denied, George's CIA career began attitie, and he was
still active in the organization in 1963. He lategcame director of the
CIA.

George W. Bush's career went according to the sganee plan as
his father's with the exception of CIA involvemef&eorge W. went to
Yale, was a member of the Skull and Bones, workethé oil business,
and then moved into politics. In the 2000 presi@g¢ntace he picked
Richard Bruce Cheney as his running mate. Althotigh soon-to-be
vice president was not a Bonesman, there are ninen&ys in the
membership list of the Skull and Bones. The Chea@gestor who
came to America in 1667 landed in Massachusettstlieg the family
to be counted among the blue bloods. Like Georg#'.HBush, Cheney
was connected to military intelligence, and he wastrong supporter of
Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North. Cheney was everoi@e's secretary
of defense during Operation Desert Storm. Cheneywent to Texas,
where he became the head of Halliburton, an ollitlyi company that
bought Dresser Industries in 1998 under his terageboss. The com-
pany's Brown and Root subsidiary remains an importeampaign
donor, now to Republican candidates rather tharDéonocrats, and a
beneficiary of large government contracts.

THE BONES AND THE OCTOBER SURPRISE

In November 1980 President Jimmy Carter, who hadfasosurvived
two assassination attempts and the intrigues obwedul machine he
could not fully comprehend, lost the presidentildcdon. The powers
that were had thrown their weight behind the clmagiic Ronald
Reagan and Bonesman George Bush. But what the Regng feared
the most was that the hostage situation in Iranldvand just before
the election. Despite the constant mismanagementheyCarter White
House, a last-minute release of the American hestathe "October
Surprise,” could spike Carter's popularity enoughcéarry the election.
The conspiracy theory covered in numerous bookss ttHe story
of George Bush, fellow Bonesman Senator John Hdlpand a hand-
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ful of intelligence operatives flying to Spain toeat with members of
Iran's government. The deal was that Iran wouldl hbe hostages until
after the election in exchange for arms. This dealld also start the
strange Oliver North-Iran-Contra Affair that waseanthed years later.
After the election, a series of murders and strashggths began that
included Reagan's campaign manager and spymastiiariViCasey;
Amaram Nir, an Israeli officer; arms dealer CyrusasHerm®, and
broadcast journalist Jessica Savitch. In a reméekatoincidence,
Senators John Heinz and John Tower were killed épasate plane
crashes within hours of each other, in April 198bth were allegedly
connected to the October Surprise. And both wereepl men in

the Senate.
The father of Senator Heinz was John Heinz I, wims a Skull
and Bones member in 1931. John Ill, prince of theinE ketchup

company fortune, married Teresa Simoes Ferreiray whs born of a
Portuguese family in Mozambique, which at the tiwes still a colony.
Ferreira, a board member of the Carnegie Institatanember of the
Brookings Institute, and a member of the Council &woreign
Relations, suddenly inherited a fortune worth $86@0lion. She then
would marry another senator, Bonesman John ForbesyK John
Kerry, whose ancestors were among the opium pisnaéer China,
investigated the Iran-Contra Affair, unearthed @tivNorth's private
aid network to the Contras, and exposed the BanikCarhmerce and
Credit International (BCCI). He was given creditr fbis courage in
attacking the mainstream corruption in Washingtamd antelligence
drug dealing, but others say his investigation g¢apshort. The coinci-
dences don't.

COINCIDENCE AND THE JFK ASSASSINATION

The murder of President John Kennedy is a halfurgnold, but many
believe it will never be solved. The first suspioof foreign involve-
ment, given credence by J. Edgar Hoover and Clarett® Luce, were
quickly discredited. Luce had said an anti-Castrend had called her
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the day JFK was killed and said Oswald was a ConshtinThe next
victim of suspicion was the American right wing, aléegedly someone
named George Bush tipped off the authorities of dheassination plot.
The next suspects were organized criminals, sudheadlafia, and even
Texas oil producers. Finally, the American CIA tooker as the most
likely culprit. Surveys of skeptics of the Warreror@mission Report,
which Allen Dulles predicted no one would ever readlicate that the
CIA was the power behind the conspiracy. One skeptas Robert
Kennedy, who asked CIA Director John McCone poiatik, "Did

the CIA kill my brother?* McCone said no.

A motive for the murder of President Kennedy coble that he
had failed to take back Cuba, and this threatenddberoCaribbean
islands where United Fruit and a handful of sugampganies reaped the
rewards of exploitative capitalism. Another motivaight be that
Kennedy had threatened to end the Vietnam profihteze which
brought fortunes to the numerous blue-blood invesis in aviation,
particularly Textron, which owned Bell Helicopteand the Brown and
Root construction company, which had provided Lynd®. Johnson
with his campaign war chest. This chapter will atiempt to solve the
mystery of the Kennedy assassination, but it wil to shed light on
some of the awkward coincidences that authors of WWarren
Commission Report, such as Kennedy haters Earl aWaemd Allen
Dulles, believed no one would ever read.

The conspiracy as traced by the Warren Commissi@y tmave
started when a young marine named Lee Harvey Oswalth had
contact with the Office of Naval Intelligence, stat studying Russian
while stationed in a high-security base in Japamgd @hen left the
marines and defected to RusSldn Russia the soldier was treated well,
was given an apartment and a job, and was ablettangrried. He also
had his picture taken with an American "tourist,afé Hyde, who said
she became lost while on her tour, a near impdggibn the 1960s
Cold War Russia.

The defector, who had been suspected of passiraymation on
the U-2 flights to his Russian hosts, returned haentleout even a slap
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on the wrist from his government. Instead he wasmia loan by the
government to buy a home with his Russian bride.thé® got a series
of jobs, with at least one requiring a securityactace. He also met
George DeMohrenschildt, who was connected in tHebosiness and
knew both George Bush and Jacqueline Bouvier Kenned
DeMohrenschildt introduced Oswald to Michael Ralfptaine and
Ruth Hyde Paine, both of whom belonged to the WniMorld
Federalists, which was started by Cord Meyer ofGhé.

Another member of Meyer's United World Federalistss Priscilla
Johnson. Supposedly turned down for a CIA job bseaof her mem-
bership in United World Federalists, Johnson néetess turned up in
Russia and met Oswald. Michael Paine's mother was Ruth Forbes
Paine, of the same family whose ships carried optanChina in the
nineteenth century. Ruth Paine's brother, Williawrbés, was on the
board of United Fruit. On his father's side, Midle@ncestors include
Cabots, one of whom is a cousin who sat on thedboérdirectors of
United Fruit. Michael's wife, also named Ruth, wé® daughter of
William Avery Hyde. She was close to her husbaffalsily, and in July
1963 went to Naushon Island, the Forbes kingdomVefiods Hole, to
visit her mother-in-law, Ruth.

Mother Ruth's best friend, Mary Bancroft, was natyoin the CIA
but was also involved in a long-term relationshifthwAllen Dulles.
Bancroft wrote all about her twenty-year affair lier autobiography,
My Life as a Spy. Bancroft's father was elected anayf Cambridge four
times and was president of the Boston ElevatedwRsil Her step-
mother's stepfather was Clarence Walker Barron, pifglished Barron's
and the Wall Street Journal. Bancroft's first husbaorked as chief of
United Fruit in Cuba, and her daughter married she@ of Bonesman
and Senator Robert T&f.

When Ruth Paine, wife of Michael, returned from Blan, the
Paines took in young Lee Harvey Oswald and his iRoswife, Marina.
Ruth found her adopted defector a job in the TeSadool Book
Depository. Ruth and Michael also provided a kegcepi of evidence
that would help convict their new friend, shoulé fholice department
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protect Oswald long enough to get him to trial.ardeclassified docu-
ment, an informant describes a phone call Michaatlento Ruth right
after the shooting, with Michael saying he didndlikve Oswald was
involved and that "we both know who is responsiffe.

Why would Robert Kennedy ask if the CIA killed hizother? The
CIA had caused the biggest blunder of John Kensegfort presi-
dency, the Bay of Pigs invasion. It caused Kennéaydump Allen
Dulles, who advised for the operation, and threatrsmash the CIA
into a million pieces. And it was also surprisinfpam the committee set
up to investigate the murder of the president wasdenup of Earl
Warren, who was beholden to the Teamsters, whomeRdkennedy
had investigated; Gerald Ford, who was also behotdethe Teamsters;
and Allen Dulles. The CIA was a natural suspet¢hamassassination.

The greatest piece of evidence in the Warren Cosiarisinvesti-
gation was what became known as the Zapruder fivhijch was
quickly bought by Luce's Time/Life Corporation. THdém showed
President Kennedy's head snap in a way that coaldabised only by a
bullet from the right front. It was made to appehat the President's
head was falling forward indicating a shot from ttear, which meant
that the frames in the film were rever$éd.ater this reversal of frames
was said to be an accident.

After the Warren Commission fell out of favor withe thinking
public, other commissions were set up to investigdte CIA and the
growing amount of political assassinations in ArmariThe newer evi-
dence pointed to the involvement of intelligencetlie Kennedy assas-
sination, and forensic evidence showed the impritibalof there being
a single shooter. It is more likely that a two-three-man hit team had
been in place. Marita Lorenz testified that she wad of the operation
and named two of the CIA operatives and a numbeCuwbans who
were also involved. In her short and remarkable, liforenz had been a
lover of Fidel Castro and then part of the CIA Gyien 40 plot to kill
him. At that time she was "dating" Venezuelan datdarcos Perez
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Jimenez, whose government was so corrupt that ehen Roman
Catholic Church took issue with 4. How did Lorenz survive to tes-
tify? Her mother was Alice June Lofland, a cousih Henry Cabot
Lodge?® and she worked for the NS€.Lorenz testified to the Select
Committee on Assassinations about the Operatiorpld® against the
president: "From the time | rejoined Operation 40all | heard was

'We're going to get Kennedy.?*"She said no one would murder her

because of her mother's "power in the National Stgcgency.

Among the series of strange deaths that took @acetly after JFK
was murdered was that of Mary Pinchot Meyer, thewd& of Cord
Meyer. Pinchot Meyer was murdered while walking nglo the
Chesapeake and Ohio towpath. Georgetown murdergaaee but this
one included some very strange circumstances anch@xer solved.

Cord Meyer was the Yale-educated CIA agent who lWdsed to
Ruth and Michael Paine through the United World dfelists, which
he had founded before Dulles brought him into theA.CPinchot
Meyer had been having an affair with JFK. Meyer wag of the most
influential people in the CIA. Just after Pinchoeyr's death, the CIA
counterintelligence chief James Jesus Angletonrediter house "with
a key he kept to the place" and took her dfafj.Angleton was joined
by Ben Bradlee of the Washington Post, who was HeindMeyer's
brother-in-law.

Although a series of unlikely coincidences, no ermathow suspi-
cious, cannot be conclusive evidence of a conspirdcdoes suggest
something that exists far from the eyes of the ipulithe coincidences
point to an elite handful of interlocking relatidngs that have a hold
over national affairs—a grip that most citizens Idonot imagine pos-
sible. The coincidences further suggest that theiamen the hands of
such an elite, may stop far short of serious irigative reporting.

That there is a conspiracy is not in doubt; the® mumerous conspir-
acies. An elite class has always been in powerahndys will be. When
the chauffeur of a Rockefeller pays more in takes tthe man he
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drives, the will of the elite is in evidence. Whehe House Select
Committee on Assassinations concludes that the ssissdions of
Kennedy and Martin Luther King were conspiracied bothing fur-

ther is done, this is more evidence. When offic#rshe DEA complain

of being told to back off because they are causingroblem for the
CIA, this gives evidence that a higher power the¢ggunchecked is in
control.

The fact that a nation allows itself to be ruled @y elite class has
become old news to those being ruled, and has beeogiven to those
who do not need to aspire to power because itéady theirs.

The story of the night that George W Bush was tdpfoe entry in
the Skull and Bones is told in Bill Minutaglio'sr&i Son. George was
not sure he wanted the rigor of meeting with fell®@nesmen two
nights a week. He was already born into wealth ahdnks to his
father, into power. George told a fellow classmttat he would rather
join "Gin and Tonic." His father, probably antictpey his son's doubt,
knocked on his door at 8 P.M. and told young Gedhgg it was time
to do the right thing, to become a "good man." @earcceptedf
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